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AGRI-VARSITY (My-

mensingh)., Sept 13: Al
classes, examinations and halls
of Bangladesh Agricultural
University (BAU) will remain
till Scpicmber in-
of Scpicmber -
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Marooned people await rescue, need emergency relief

Floods turn worse 1n 21 dists

Flood situation in 21 dis-
tricts worsened Friday with
downfllow of waters while signs
of slight recession were
marked in the five upper
catchment towns of Dingjpur,
Thakurgaon, Panchagarh,
Rangpur and Nilphamari. But
overall situation in the five dis-
tricts . remained critical and
unchanged.

Rajshahi, Chapainawabganj,

e

Kushtia, Kurigram, Gaibandha,
Lalmonirhat, Bogra, Pabna,
Sirajganj and Manikganj are
the worst affected among the
districts where the situation
aggravated.

Although the major rivers

continucd to rise, the pace

slowed.

Rail communication in five
scclions of the north-western
region was at standstill as

By Staff Correspondent
Mahananda, the Punarbhaba, mark.

tracks were under waler at
some places and washed away
by strong currents at others.
Road links in the northern
districts were also disrupted.
There was almost no res-
cue opcration to remove the
marooncd people lo saler
places and rcliel was too inad-
cquale. In some places, there
was no rcliel measure at all.
The Ganges, the

the Gorai, the Brahmaputra,
the Tecsta, the Meghna were
flowing above r level.

The Ganges rose further at
all points Friday and at Pankha
in Chapainawabganj it was
1.47 metre above the red
mark.

Meghna at Bhairab Bazar

‘registered rise of 3 cm and

was {lowing 7 cm above danger

The Brahrhaputra at Aricha
rosc by 7 cm and remained 44
cm above the danger level.

Flood information centre
of Waler Development Board
said that the Ganges will rise
[urther at Hardinge bridge
and Bhagyakul but may fall a
little at Rajshahi and Goalundo.
The Brahmaputlra is expected
to fall at all points during next

The Buriganga at Dhaka may
rise [urther Saturday which
may deterioratc the sit-
uvationn in and around Dhaka
and Narayangani. The flood
forecasting cenire warned that
the situation in the districts ol
Chapainawabganj, Rajshahi,
Pabna, Kushlia and Faridpur
may vatc while the situa-
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- Political parties hold rallies, call for casting 'yes' vote

um tom

Referendu

on direct

Oorrow

MOBILISING ‘YES' VOTES: (Top) BNP rally in front of the National Press Club; (middie)

Jamaat rally at the northern

gate of Baitul Mukarram and (bottom) Five-party Alliance rally

_ Star Report

The Referendum on consti-
tutional amendment: for par-
liamentary form of govern-
ment will be hcld tomorrow

{(Sunday) throughout the coun-
try.

The first ever referendum
on constitution amendment,
will be (hc last stage to re-
nuncialc the cxisting presi-
dential form of rnment,

voles for the

parliamentary form of govern-
ment which was earlier unan-

. imously passed in the ‘parlia-

ment through constitution
12th Amendment Bill on
Auguslt 6 last, it would be au-
tomatically deemed as
assented by the President.
The changc of the form of
mment gol its root in the
November 19 joint declaration
of the three itical alliances
which opled for a government

- accountable Lo Lhe parliament

to fulfil the desire of the peo-

Meanwhile, thc President,
Chicf Election Commissioner
ruling BNP and major opposi-
tion partics all together have
put their all weights to make
the referendum a success.

The workers of the DBNP,
Awami Lecague, Five Party
Alllance and Jamaat-e-Islami
have already bcen given in-
struction from party high
commands o make the rcfer-
endum successful and meo-
bilise pcople to cast 'Yes' vote
in favour ol the change of the
form of government.

On the other hand,
Freedom Party from the very
beginning opposed the parlia-
mentary form of government
and started a concerted cam-
paign for casling 'no’ votes.

Jatiya Party which had
voted for the Constitution 12th
Amcndment Bill in the
Parllament now remained si-
lent about the referendum.

The JP Presidium mct last
cvening with Mijanur Rahman
Chowdhury in the chair to de-
cide whether it would vole for
yC8 or no.

According to parly insidcrs
ils supporters Iin Ershad's

Bangladesh and Nepal have
in o establish

agreed
direct road links to expand

Finance and Planning
Minister M. Saifur Rahman,

returning from Kathmandu

afier atiending the Bangla-

Nepal Jeint Economit

Commission meeting, told re-
porters alL Lthe airpo

rt that
put special stress
road link between
the two counirics to increasc
trade flows.
"Nepalcse side asked for

more import by Bangladesh but

gpln lateral trade will not
possible uniless a direct
road link is cstablished™, said
Rahman who led a three-
member tcam at the 8th JEC
scssion.

The fssuec of road link will
also be laken up in the SAARC
Economic Committee mectling
to begin in Nepal en Sunday,
sald ERD Secretary Enam
Ahmed Chowdhury who was
also a member of the delega-

tion.

There is only 20 miles of
gap belwecen sh and
Nepal on land — hin

Dinajpur and Kakerbhita in

can be linked, a drive [rom
Kathmandu to Dhaka will re-
quire only 24 hours.

An agreed minutes of the
threc-day scssion (Septcmber
10-12) was signed Friday
morning with both countries
agreeing lo expand coopera-
tion in arcas like joint venture
industries, lourism, and tech-
nical and educational coopera-
tion.
Finance Minister Mahesh
Acharya lcd Lhe Ncpalese side
which included Finance

Dr. S. N. Shah.
"I told the Ne author-
See Page 12Col. 5

. | in front of the GPO held simultaneously Friday afternoon. —Star photo See Page 12 Col. 7
Direct road link with Kathmandu | LankanFM
we s that bridging the  Nepal. If the gap through India In Cl[y

The Sri Lankan Fercign
Minister J E Harold lleral ar-
rived in Dhaka Friday evening
to deliver an invitation from
President R Premadasa to
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia o attend the sixth SAARC

summit in Colombo in carly |

November next, rcports BSS.
| am here to dcliver the
invitation and also discuss with
the Bangladesh officials, the
dralt document ol the summit”
he told ncwsmen al the air-

lic was reccived by Forcign
Minister ASM Moslalizur
See Page 12Col. §
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Mikhail Gorbachev would re-
main a threat "as long as they
maintain their position in the
old structure.”

But he added: "Now tLhe
biggest threal, however, is not
the reactionary forces but he

democracy and free i
economie reform, spoke
briefly o reporiers at the start
of his lalks with Baker.
Russian Foreign Minisler
Andre) said aller his
talks with the US Secretary of

ing the delicate Lransition pe-
riod (rom a strong communist
central government o one In
which republics would have

was possible
Soviet Delence  Minisier
Evgeny Shaposhnikov ordered
the replacement Thursday of
the commanders of the coun-
try's Dalte and Dlack seas navy
indcpondent Inte-

Agency rcporied.

ol

AL calls half-day
hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

Awami Leaguc has called a
dawn-to-noon counlirywide
hartal today (Salurday) to
protest Lhe alleged allempt on
the life of party chiel Sheikh
Hasina, lerrorism and vole-
rigging by the ruling parly
during Wednesday's by-elce-
tions.

The flood-hit areas includ-
ing Dinajpur, Rangpur,
Rajshahi, Panchagarh, Bogra,
Sirajganj, Nilphamari and
Chapainawabgan will however
not come under the preview ol
the hartal call beginning from
6 am.

The six-hour hartal will be
followed by a public meeting
the Bangabandhu Avenuc al 4
pm. Parly central lcaders will
addrcess it

The hartal programme, the
first of its kind since the fall of
Ershad's autocratlic rcgime in
December lasl year, was an-
nounced al an AL rally in Lhe
city Thursday.

Mecanwhile, Awami Lcague
brought oul a torch procession
Friday cvening in the cily to
mobilisc support in [avour of
its hartal call. The procession
brought out from the AL c¢n-
tral office at the Bangabandhu
Avenuc marched through the
streets of the Old City. The
torch-bearing proccssionisis
chanted various slogans againsi
the government and armed vi-
olence in the by-elections.

AL Joinl Secretary Amir
Hossain Amu,

See Page 12 Col. 5

AL hartal to thwart
referendum : BNP

Leaders of ‘the Bangladcsh
Nationalist Party (BNP)} on
Friday said the hartal call given
by the Awami League is de-
signed to thwart Sunday's rel-
crendum and destroy the
Nedgling democracy of the
country, rcports UNB.

Addressing a rally in front
of the Jatiya Press Club on
Friday allcrmnoon, the BNP
lcaders said the Awami League
call for hartal loday (Saturday)
has blackened the nalion's
new democralic journey.

They urged the people to
cast “yes® vote in the referen-
dum for complcting the tran-
sition to parliamentary
democracy and giving dcmoe-

racy an insiiutional shape.

The rally was presided over
by Dhaka City Corporation
Mayor Mirza Abbas, MP and
addrcssed by BNP Secrciary
General Abdus Salam Talukder,
Salauddin Ahmed, MP, DUCSU
VP Amanullah Aman, MP, Wing
Commandcr (Retd) Hamidullah
Khan, MP, Sramik Dal
President Iskander Ali, Jubo
Dal Sccretary Gayeswar Roy,
DUCSU GS Khairul Kabir
Khokan, JCD leader Fazlul Huq
Milon, Syed Matiul Islam, Abu
Syed Khan Khokon, Abu
Mohammad Mainuddin and
Saifuddin Alam.

The spcakers alleged that

See Page 12 Col. 6
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Cas yes vote
I first spoke
for democracy,
says Hasina

Awami League Chiel and
Leader of the ition in

Parliament Friday said it was
she who first raised volce
against the military rule and
for democracy, UNB.

Sheikh [lasina urging the
people o cast “yes" vote in
the coming referendum in a
statement said *1 believe the
democracy-loving people will
take part in the referendum in
a massive way (o lement
the dreams of hundreds of
martyrs ol democracy”.

The Awami Chief
said people’s st for last

16 years for parliamentary
democracy has won primary
viclory overcoming all odds

and obstacles. But unfortu-
See Page 12 Col. 1

2 city candidates
of AL allege
rigging, terrorism
in by-elections

By Staff Correspondent

Awami Lcague has demanded
repolling in 45 oul of 188
polling centres of two con-
stitucncics (Dhaka-5 and 9) of
Dhaka where, it alleged, volcs
were rigged and lerrorism was
unicashed by the ruling party

during Wednesday's by-elec-
tions.
Addressing a press comference

See Page 12 Col. 6
No question of
my carrying
pistol : Shawkat

Dhaka City BNP Presigent

| Mir Shawkat Al MP Friday
| termed “false, misleading and

politically motivaled™ the

. Awami Lcaguc alicgation that

he had-iafluenced volers in
diffcrent polling centres by
brandishing pistol, rcportls
UNB.

“The question ol my carry-
ing any pistol does not arise at
all,” he said in a statement re-
futing the remarks ol Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad at a public meet-
ing Thursday.

Shawkat calcgorically said
he is a responsible member ol
ParHament and added he along
with a student visited various
polling centres ol Dhanmondi
and Mohammadpur on the by
clection day as the chicl clec-
tion coordinator of a BNP can-
didate
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