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The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) now groans under a
hcavy debt burden. The
amount of outstanding debt is
nearly Tk 140 crore. DCC owes
the moncy mainly to ifs con-
tractors, WASA, Power Deve-
lopment Beard (PDB), Titas
Gas and the Depart-
ment, DCC sources told The

Star. Of this amount, DCC
paid about Taka 10 crore to
the corporalion contractors
during the last Exd-ul-Azha.

A DCC official said that
acute fund shortage has re-
sulted in very slow progress ol
development and maintenance
work much to the sulferings of
the 70 lakh people within 110
square milcs municipal area.
Emergency repair work of
roads remains virtually sus-
pended. The condition of
municipal markets and kutcha
bazgrs is extremcly bad. There
are 86 municipal markets
spread over the city. The DCC
is also in a tight spot in
maintaining i{ts 46 parks and
24 community centres due to
resource constraints.

The most vital part of civic
amcnitics that the Corpora-
tion provides to the citizens is
2231 kilometer (km) roads,
162 km footpaths and 2,430
km surface drains. All these
are in an extremely bad shape.

There is hardly any road in
the cily without potholes,
craters and depressions. The
movement ol both wvehicular
traflic and pedestirians is often
obstructed on the broken and
uneven roads. The situation
becomes  more hazardous
when many ol the roads go
under ankle to waist deep wa-
ter during ihcessant rains. The
drainage syslcm managed by
WASA (Waler Supply and
Sewcrage Authority) is faulty.
As a rcsull rain water remains
stagnant on the roads in many

City Corporation too weak
to help citizens

By Khalilur Rahman
parts of the city for hours.
Craters and on the
submerged roads are not visi-
ble. Moreover there are man-
holes in some arcas without
covers. These are, indeed,
death traps. Even the most
cautious road user runs the
risk of gciling hurt due to the
present state of the public
thoroughlares. Repeated com-
plaints [rom the alfecled towns
people yicld almost no result.

A DCC official told The
Daily Star that the public
complaints in respect ol pre-
vailing condition of roads,
drains, markets and other util-
ities are so common that any
stafll member of relevant sec-
tions can instantly guess the
nature of the problems without
visiting the particular spot. We
feel sorry for the people. But
we have very little to do in
mitigating their grievances due
to fund shortages. The DCC has
appcaled to the government to
sanction an amount ol Taka 75
crorc immediately for execut-
ing development work, the of-
ficial added.

Another DCC- source in-
formed that many of the city
roads repaired one ycar ago
during the past administration
needed immediate recon-
struction. Those were broken
down as low gradc construc-
lion materials were used, the
source alleged. During the
nine-ycar-rule of deposed
President [HM Ershad, moncy
of the taxpayers was plundered
in the name of city develop-
ment. There was hardly any
well-thought out scheme un-
dertaken by the previous gov-
ernmcnl to permanently solve
the problems and to provide
minimum civic facilities Lo the
city dwellers. So far as waler-
logging was concerned, thce
XCC source continued, no tan-
gible progress could be made

pointed oul. The source fur-
ther stated that the city pro-
tection embankment con-
structed alter the deluge iIn
1988 at a cost of 176 crore
taka now required close
scruliny. The condilion of
most of the cily roads is such
that these need total recon-
struction. This may require
about 100 crore taka, anolher
DCC official said.

The Daily Star correspon-
denl Asiuzzaman who con-
ducted a su of the city
roads cited an example of the
DCC's incapability, among
many, o repair a portion of
only about 200 yards of a busy
public thoroughlare during
the last three years. The road
which runs [rom Sepoybagh
tempo stand via kulcha bazar

lo Adarshabagh at Khilgaon was
scverely damaged during the
1988 s. This part of the

road is the lonc access lor over
one lakh inhabitants of
Mcradia and Bhuiyapara locall-
ties o the main city.

Of course, during the last
three years atltempls were
madc by the DCC to repair a
portion of this road but all in
vain. In 1990 repair work was
undcertaken through floating of
tender by the authoritics. The
work was suspended midway.
The repair work is yet to be
undertaken. A natural drain
has gradually developed just in
the middle of this road to
flush out waste water [rom
shops and houscholds along
both sides of the thoroughfare.
This has caused further in-
convenience to the people.

A DCC official, however, said
that arrangements were be-

ing made to rcpair the road as
carly as possible.
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BNP secures absolute majority
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counted as polling in onc cen-
tre of Chillagong was ad-
journed lollowing disturbance
and in thc other centre of
Madaripur no clection took
place because of floods.

During last general elec-
tions in Fcbruary the turnout
of volers was 55.45 per cent
covering all 300 seats.

Out of 10 political partics

which contested Wednesday's

by-eclections, only three par-

tics, BNP, Jaljya Party and

Awami Lcague won the ¢lec-

tions in 1] seats. -

All \Re four seats in Dhaka
city, Chilltagong and Bogra va-
caled by Prime Minister
Begum Zia were secured by the
BNP nominees. The BNP won
the Bhola' scat vacated by
Awami Leaguc leader Tolacl
Ahmed. Begum Zia, who won
five ‘scatls, reiained her Feni
scal alter she vacated four
scals.

The Jatiya Party showed its
dominance in Rangpur district
in the by-election regaining
four scals vacated by the party
chiel, former President M

-~ Ershad. He had won five scats

Rangpur while contesting

general elections  last
February from detention.

The main opposition party,
Awami Leaguc was the loser in
Wednesday's by-clections as it
lost one seat, out of two seals
vacaled by the party, in Bhola
and Madaripur. Another
Madaripur scal which fell va-
cant due to Lthe death of an
Awami ¢ member was,

, captured by the
Awami League nominee.

The BNP nomincc
Jamiruddin Sircar who won
the Dhaka-9 scal (Dhanmondi-
Mohammadpur) defeating six
other rivals had rcsigned as
the State Minister for Land on
August 27 [ollowing decisions
taken by the party to ensure
free and fair by-clections.

Among the prominent
winners in the by-clections are
former prime minister
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
and former deputly prinie min-
ister Shah Moazzem llossain as
the Jatiya Party nominees.
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
had lost Lthe February gencral
elections from his home con-
stituency in Chandpur to a BNP
nominece.

Two other prominent suc-
cessful candidates in the by-
eleclions are Major (Retd) M
Qamrul Islam  as BNP nomince
in Dhaka Five constituency
(Gulshan-Cantonment) and
Amir Khasru (BNP) in
Chitlagong-8 conslituency.

Retired Major Qamrul Islam
defeated six other rivals in-
cluding Awami Lcaguc nomi-
nee Advocate Sahara Khatun
who had lost the February
clections to Begum Khaleda
Zia.

Advocate Sahara Khatun
was the lone woman candidate,
out of 49 contestants in the by-
elections.

Following arc' the results:

Bogra-7: HM Helaluzzaman

‘Talukder Lalu (BNP)-61,071

Aminul Islam (Ind) -16,086
Madaripur-1 :Neor-E-Alam
Chowdhury Liton (AL)-46,235
Motahar Hossain Siddique
(BNP)- 39,465 :

Editor : §. M. Al
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Madaripur-2 :Md Shajahan
Khan (AL}-65, 130

Atiqur Rahman Babul (BNP)-
33,543
- Rangpur-1:Alhaj Kari-mud-
din Bharsha (JP)-43.814

Shah Ruhul Islam (Jamaat)-
17,246

Rangpur-2 :Sree Paritosh
Chakraborty (JI')-44,914

Anisul Haq Chowdhury (AL)-
40,284 |

Rangpur-5 :Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury (JP)-
67,988 '

IIM Ashiqur Rahman (AL)-
40,041

Rangpur-6: Shah
Moazzem lussain (JP)-49,244

Matiur Rahman (AL)-
37,158
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China, Vietnam
normalise ties
by year end

HANOI, Sept 12 : China and
Vietnam will normalisc tics at
a summil in China belore the
end of the year, the Foreign
Ministry announced here to-
day, ris AFP,

sources said the
summit was fixed for Betjing in
early November and would be
attended by Communist Party
General Secretary Do Muoi and
Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet.

The ministry said in a
statcment that China and
Vietnam had reached “a con-
census of views on the visit to
China of Vietnamese leaders
this year,” during the current
visit to Beljing by Foreign
Minister Nguyen Manh Cam.

The summit, according

to
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Awami

From P
democracy in
said.

Azad also a lormer foreign
minister regretied that the at-
tacker even after being

handed over o police was nol

e | Col. 7
country, he

arrested. Inaction the
attacker o the rul-
‘s In-

mHF proves the party
ment in the incident, he
commented.

The AL lcader also accusdd
the Prime Ministicr and BNP
chiefl Khaleda Zia and her party
for the intUmidation of voters
and rigging in Wedncsday's by-
cleclions by  lelling loose a
reign of lerror in the voling
cenires.,

‘Khaleda Zia, using the ad-
ministrative power Iin her
party's favour and letiing BNP
workers involve in lerrorism
had damaged nculral holding
of the by-clections’, Samad
said adding that the acts also

marred the glory of the
February 27 g
The dcpuly opposition

leader deplored vielence in
the by-clections and said that
the practce would cncourage
the cronies of the fallen
regime lo slage a comeback.
Visils to polling centres by
the Prime Ministcr, ministers
and MPs belonging to the rul-
ing y were a clear violation
of the party’'s pledge not to
interfere in the by-elections,
A:d said. ‘The party (BNP)
no princi and idecals to
stand on’ he m
‘Awami Leagle is a pro-
pcoplc’s party and it has a
similarity in its words and
deeds’ and this is why the AL
kept ils pre-election pledges
lo the people by establishing
parliamentary democracy in
the country, Azad o .
Azad quoted the Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed as saying that the BNP
chiel wanted her candidate in
the Dhaka-9 constituency
clected by hook or by cook.
That's why she chosc the path
of tcrrorism to fulfil her de-
sirc’, he rcmarked.

AL lecaders Mohiuddin
Ahmed MP, Publicfty Secretary
and Opposition Chiel Whip
Mohammad Nasim MP, Joint
Sccretary Amir Hossain Amu,
Marhat Ai MP and Mostiala
Jalal Mohtuddin also addresscd
the rally. City AL Vice-
President Mofazzal Hossain
Choudhury Maya was in the
chair.

Mohiuddin Ahmed called
upon Lhe people to make to-
morrow's hartal a big

o once again protest inst
pelitics of terrorism. e also
called for casling 'yes' voles in
the Scpicmber 165 referendum
lo pave the way for a parlia:
menlary democracy.

Mohammad Nasim in his
sl y worded speech cau-
o the ruling party against
any Ershad-slyle conspiracy
against the AL.

The atlack on Hasina was
directed by the Prime Minister
hersell who is in charge of the
Home Ministry, he alleged.

‘At the end of aulocratic
rule, people expected from the
ruling BNP a democratic con-
ducl. But it is follpwing the
aulocralic way', Nasim said.

Awami Lcague along with
the people has struggl
ninc years against politics of
killing, and following thc at-
tempt to kill Hasina, the AL
will continue the movemcont,
Nasim announced.

Amir Hossain Amu dc-
manded an ‘independent in-
quiry’ inlo
Hasina and cxemplary punish-
menl Lo those responsible.

The rally was followed by a
procession. While passing
through the Kakrail corner, a
fcw stones were thrown at
roadside shops from the pro-
cession.

Mcanwhile, a Freedom
Party workcer was roughed up
by participants in thc AL rally
when he was distributing
lcaflets urging the people to
cast ‘no’ votes in the
Scplember 15 refercndum
near the venue of the rally. The
FP worker was later [reed.

‘Farakka effect
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is 60 cm above the red mark.

Officials of the two districts
arc of the opinion that the
floods have taken a devastating
turn due to adverse eflect of
the Farakka Barrage in India.

Because ol excessive with-
drawal of water during the
lean season from above the
Farakka point, the rivers
Ganges and Mahananda have
been excessively silted up over
the last two decades.

During the lcan scason, the
Ganges almost dries up near
Chapainawabganj while the
Mahananda gets a flow of only
a couple of feet deep.

The irony is that the dif-
ference in water level of the
Mahananda from the lean sea-
son to the rainy season is
about 19 meters (about 60
feet). As the river bed has been
silted up over the years, floods
arc continuing to get severe.

In the worst affected upazi-
las ol Shibaganj, Godagari,
Rajshahi and C wabganj
Sader, thousands of familics
are marooncd. Damage to
houses is colossal since the
familiar mud walled houses of
the area casily collapse when
engulfed by water,

The f[lood protection em-
bankment in Chapainawabganj
town has bcen threatened as
the level of water outside is
three feet above the ground
level in the Chapainawabganj
district town. The flood pro-
tection embankment is being
taken care of by using sand-

bags.

Rajshahi district adminis-
tration sources told The
Star that the Rajshahi town
LmtJmllon embankment may
threatened if the water
level of the G continucs

to rise at the present pace.

Chapainawabgan] is now
connected with the rest of

.the country only by train.

According to
Chapainawabganj district con-
trol room, 9 persons have so
far drowned in flood waters
that have engulfed 334 km
out of 1107 sq km of thé dis-
trict. About 2.25 lakh people
out of over 10.5 lakh have been
aflected. |

Transplant of aman and
sugarcanc crops on about
10000 acres have been dam-
aged completely and on an-
other 23000 acres ially.
About 500 tubewells have
gone out of opcratien. About
12000 houses have been dam-
aged completcly and 15000
partially.

All rural roads of the five
upazilas of Chapainawabgani
have gone under water., Some
people have taken shelter on
the raised portion of the
Rajshahi-Chapainawabgan
highway and on the fl pro-
tection embankment in

Rajshahi and Chapainawabganj,

A total of 7421 persons
have been accom ated in
33 relief shelters in Chapaijn-
awabganj district.

So far, 65 metric tons of
wheat, 40 tons of Gratuitous

- Reliel (GR) rice, Taka 1.5 lakh

in GR, 1000 sarccs, 1000
lunghis, 600 cartons and 200
tins of life saving biscuits have
been sanctioned for the flood

aflected pcople of Chapain-
awabganj.

President's
order rejected

BELGRADE, Sept 12:
Yugoslavia's defence minister

the attack on |

leader Mohiuddin Ahmed addressing a party rally at Bangabandhu Avenue
in the city Thursday to protest alleged attack on the life of Sheikh Hasina.

calls hartal |

ed [uri

|
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JCD activist
stabbed

By DU Correspondent

A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) activist, Saifur Islam
Patu, was stabbed by a group of

youths Thursday morning at
the Nilkhet petrol pump.

Iurod JCD

—Star photo

The atlackers were report-
edly members of the Obhi-Niru

group.
Saiful was taken to the F
Dhaka Medical College

Hospital (DMCII) and later re-
leased afller first aid.

UNDB adds : Protesting the
incident, JCD organised a rally
in front of the DUCSU Bhaban
in the aflternoon. 1

JCD leaders accused the
Chhatra Leaguc [S-A) activists
for the incident and demanded
immediate arrest of the cul-
prils.

It was address by its Joint
Convenor and Dhaka University
Senalc member Fazlul Huq
Milon, central leaders llias Al
and Mosharral Ahmed Thakur.

All help assured
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The Deputy Commissioners
of fMood-hit districts of
Thakurgaon, Nilphamari,
Panchagarh and Dinajpur ap-
prised the Prime Minister of
the flood situation in their re-
spectlive districts.

The, meeting, held at
Circuit Housc, was attended, J
among others, by State
Minister for Relief and
Rehabilitation, Lutfar Rahman
Khan, Mrs. Raushan Elahi, MP,
Mrs. Khurshida Jahan Hagq,
MP, Acting PSO to the Supre-
me Commander Brigadier MSA
Bhuiya and Divisional Comnd-
ssioner of Rajshahi AN
Habibullah.

The Prime Minister said
the government had been
facing onc calamity after an-
other, adding "but we have to
live with i..” She said we have
to face all the challenges unit-
edly and boldly. .

Becgum Zia said test relicl
(TR) work would start to give
succour to Lhe flood-hit pco-
ple.

The Prime Minisler was
told that 102 unions of
Dinajpur district including 13
upazilas and three pourashavas
have becn alfected by the
flood duc o incessant rains
and onrush of waters from the
upper riparian.

About 1,71,547 f[amilics
have been aflccted while crops
on 1,72,522 acres of land have
becn completely destroyed.
The district administration
said 69,000 pcople had taken
shelter in 48 relicf centres in
the district.

The government announced
cash rchel of Taka three lakh
for the district besides 200
tonnes of wheat, 300 tonnes of
rice and. 700 lonnes of wheat
as test reliel.

The government also sanc-
tioned Taka 1.5 lakh as cash
reliefl for the distriet of
Thakurgaon. The other reliel

matcrials include 60 tonnes of
wheat, 60 tonnes of rice and

800 tonnes of wheat as test re-
lef.

For Panchagarh district, it
allocated Taka 2.75 lakh as
cash and 45 tonnes of wheat,
55 tonnes of rice and 140
tonnes of wheat as test relief.

UN Council okays
Baltics’ membership

UNITED NATIONS, Sept
12: The Security Council, act-

.
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districls.

The displaced persons took
shelter on embankments, high
places and rools of houses.
There is no arrangcment (o
evacuale the marooned pcople

their days in agony.

Twenty-five of the total 35

have been
floods. Hall of the Rangpur
town was nbul:md flood
walcrs while other ?Illrl::l
lowns were partly aflfected.

Raillway link between
Lalmonirhat and Bonarpara was
resiored Thursday evening but
other rail and road links with
Rangpur remained snapped.

Five pcople drowned iIn
Badargan] wupazila under
Rangpur, and four drowned in
Nilphamari. Five deaths were
reported from K while
three died in Gaibandha
Thursday.

Diarrhoea and other waler-
borne discases broke out in
diffcrent areas and three peo-
ple died of these discascs in
Palgram.

Relief is yet to reach the al-
fected people and no flood
shelters were opened In
of the five districts

mm'm colossal dam-

age lo standing crops in all
these districts.

The whole of Dinajpur town
was {nundaled by floods
Thursday and. almost all the
dwellings were afllected.

Railway communications
from Dinajpur remained lo-
tally suspcnded as the railway
lines in Lhe district have gone
under flood water. Road link
between district  headquarters
and nl?ncr upazilas was also
-

All the 13 upazilas of the
district were affected by the
floods that caused damage o
property and standing crops.
Three people drowned in the
flood alfected area of Birganj
upaxila.

All the six upazilas of

ull’
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Kushtia arca have
been aflected the fMoods.
The situalion deteriorated

Thursday with the breach in
the river embankments iIn
mthﬂi upazila which
cight unions aflecting
thousands of familics.

Onrush walcr

over the river Corad Thursday.
Engincers were Lrying to save
the bridge that mainitains
m....."“"”"‘.»...l"“ gt b
- is

Standing crops on about
10,000 acrcs of land have been

damaged by Lhe flood.
Owur co -
dent adds loll rose

The Kazipara and Tarash
upazilas have been severcly al-
tions with Kazipur disrupted. .

Our ur correspon-

correspon- .
dent adds : in the dis-
trict worsened further on
Thursday following heavy rain-
fall and rise in the water levels

ol the rivers Padma and
Jamuna,

More than 65,000 of
four Daulatpur, Ghior,

Shibalaya and Harirampur,
have been affected by the on-
rush of flood waters.

EC worried
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The Chiel Election Commi-
ssioncr Justice Abdur Roufl is
now monitoring the situation
in the flood affected areas and
trying to takc neces sleps
to ensurc the holding of
referendum in those areas.

Talking to The Dafly Star he
said, “I am on the list of the
[lood afllccled districts and

collecting information on the .

situalion there.” He added that
the Commission was trying to
find out the odds that the vot-
crs mighl have to face in the
flood allected arcas so thal, he
said, "We are able to solve the
problems."”

Due to the recent floods in
the 22 northern districts of
the country people are suller-
ing a lot and the of the
rl;grendum in mmmm may
be difficult.

When asked the Chief
Election Commissioner ruled
out any possibility of deferring
the holding of the referendum
in the flood affected districts.
He said, "There is no question
of shifting the date for those
allccied areas.” lle said that
the referendum should be held
throughout the country in a

day

The Chiel Election Commi-
ssioner also said that all
elecction materials have been
scnt to different polling cen-
tres of the country.

He further informed that
malcrials like ink, ballol pa-
pers for 'yes' and 'no’ vote and
counting sheels have already
been supplicd and that the

. amendment,” she

PM: liefemndum
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sovereign authority. |
oy T
was ility o
Jatiya Sangsad and the
peoplic’s representatives to run
the country in accordance with
the hopes and aspirations off

m Zia reminded the
people that their verdict was
necessary- lo amend some
important constitutional
provisions. The system of
referendum was introdueed by
the BNP government under
leadership of President Zia,
she pointed out.

The Primec Minister
cxpressed her belief that any
major amendment to the
Constitution might not become
acceplable to the people #f
they were avoided while

the amcndment. "You
sure have not forgotien such
bitter cxperience in  the
history of constitutional
pointed out.
She said the present Jaliya

‘Sangsad established by

February 27 elections was held
in an autocracy [ree
atmosphere. '
The Prime Minister said,
‘We have decided to cstablish
parliamentary system of
government {(nstead of 16
years of presidential form of)
government with the consent
of all in parllament to give
democracy a strong footing.”
Afler a long discussion the
historic bill was on the
midnight of August 6, she said
adding that the glorious
moment of the of the
bill was a unique event in the
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