our

most

agree

with them is that religion can

aitaar e SBre of 3o
t

r in the affairs of

ﬁllfir;nu.m yu{f be con
trolled by politics

In f1its ;nclnl
was the sole

remains & complete code of
life ts unknowingly

in modern socicty is no longer
s0 simple as it was in ancient
time.

To ask religion to assume
the responsibility of a com-
plete code of lile is to pit it
against all sciences like poli-
tics, economics, socio and
technology etc and all state
laws like penal and civil codes

etc all taken together.
Vulgarization

There is another kind of In-
justice done to religion by its
over enthusiastic supporters.
To prove the all-pervading
character of their own reli-
gions they try to reconcile ev-
ery new scientific and techno-
lo discovery with their
religious precepts and
" customs. To try to scientifically
justify keeping the beard on
the chin on the ground of
ocular health and the ‘tiki' on
the scalp on the nd that

thctﬂd:;”puncl gh it to
refresh cercbrum is, to say
the least, childish. So are the

attempts to show that
socialism, communism, radio,
atomic energy, aeroplane,

ballistic missiles and space-
ships are all found in their
religious scriptures. This s
simple wvulgarization of and

temporising with religion.

Apart from these I'l’ltmplll

at vulgarisation of religion
made politiclans to suit
their political purposes, there

are writers and philosophers
who have made and are still
making sincere attempts to
reconstruct religious thoughts
and reinterpret its teachings
to suit modern scientific and
industrial society. Emerson
and John Dewy of America,
Igbal of Pakistan, Dr Seal of
india, Jamaluddin Afghani of
the Arab world and Lord
Salisbury of are a few
of the zrp number of this
type of eminent thinkers. Very

these thinkers, all of
whom were gifted with origi-
nality, approached the ques-

tion by individual methods of |

their own and came to differ-
ent conclusions. One conclu-
sion is that must con-
trol the entirety of human life.
The other is that religion
should confine its attention to

to say thing in

r of either simply because

it is not for my pre-
. It suits me well
that there are clements of

i

truth in both. | agree with the
carlier view that scientific and
tachml:rluj rogress is not
the be-all the end-all of

human life. But | do not agree
with them in their view that

poverty of physical sciences

" demonstrated by
and admissions by the scien-
tists themselves of the faults
and defects of their own find-

ings. | do not agree also with
their view that ical scien-

i

life.
joining issues with
1 shall simply quote here
from t latest

:! My WO

lhﬂr view that religion will
never enter into any other
re of human lfe exce
religious. | strongly he
can and should
raise the moral standard of so-

ctety by changing individuals.
This will auton raise
the standard of politics be-

cause any change In the indi-
vidual citizens will be iImmedi-
ately reflected in the political
life of the country.
No quarrel between
the two

Religion, therefore, has no
quarrel with the scientific ad-
vancement, social welfare and
matcrial progress of mankind.
'Go and achicve all kinds
of progress’ says religion, ‘but
do not drag me In everything.’

This is so because religion
can aptly be looked upon as a
spiritual tonic — a kind of
medicine in relation to human
soul. However much one
be convinced of the cllicacy ol
a medicine, one will never
voluntarily take it unless he
himsell feels its necessity. A
hecalthy person will naturally

Y World by Mr S M Alf
fs an Insightful and

M fascinating readin

every week on a variety o

l subjects.

In one of such pieces
(Aug.9) My Word had me track

| down the memory lane back to

the early fiftics. | was then on
the last leg of my untversit

days and was bracing myself
for the new career | was about
to embark upon. At that mo-
ment | reccived a letter from
Mr Ali, already a reputed jour-
nalist in the country who was
serving in the Dawn, the
premier English Daily of the
then Pakistan as a senior edi-

His weckly column, ‘Sixth
Column’, if | recall, was a
drawer in those days for many
a reader of the Dawn. In his

| two- typed letter Mr Ali
munmd

me on how to im-
prove one's writing ability-a
requirement so vitally needed
for an aspirant to make a ca-
reer in journalism, and to read
es ly The New Statesman
and Nation and The
Economist, the two highly
readable journals published
from the UK as regularly as
possible. [In those days foreign
journals were not so ecasily
available as at present). He also
cautioned me not to nurse any
fllusfon about journalism. ‘Life
in journalism is too hard for
most of us. Often it may seem
almost unbearable’, he wrote.
His was indeced a realistic
appraisal of the condition
prevailing at the time in the
field of journalism which
obviously, as the circumstances
would dictate, did not belong
to the faint hearts,

This forewarning was much
more relevant in my case for
more than one reason. Most of
the middle-class [amilies to
which | belonged so crucially
depended on their wards’
earnings to improve their eco-

nomic standing, and also may
be for a sort of face-lft for the
familtes in the community they

lived. In spite of such a de-
spairing situation, quite a
number of bright youngmen
and a few women took heart to
take up the challenge of the
Eru!'ﬂ-lon. Many of them 1|

new had an enviable aca-
demic bac nd, and | pre-
sume could without much
effort some secure and cushy
jobs in other callings of life. To
may perception, the moving
urge for many, if even remotely
felt, to join the profession was
its unique role to serve the
causec ol the society. To-day
after a long and arduous
Journey over the decades
Journalism has come of age in

From Page 9

All the issues and problems
which make up the challenges
of a vice Chancellor and his in-
stitution are framed by the re-
alities of an economically
marginal at the top of
which there is a power-elite
which does not regard the uni-
versity as an organization of
central. importance.
Bangladesh has been ruled
without consent for over a
decade and this has been a
prime source of conflict and
corruption in public life with

consequences for the

University. The twin facts of a

Abul Mansur Ahmad

not fell the necessity of a
medicine. Similarly a rich and
happy person living in afMu-
ence and
not feel the necessity of reli-
glon and God. Now he does not

need upernatural
tor, h:?'lu:ll surely necr::cl"

and when his scientific power
will fatl him. Such moments do
come in the life of individuals.
Similarly when mankind will
make the t discovery
that our wonderful sctentific
inventions of amenities of Iife,
our ballistic missiles, our
atomic weapons and countless
defenstve and offenstve organi-
sations ll:rrhnt to brln.
us peace happincss and to
avert social disasters then

will they see and feel , and
not until then. This is not dis-
paraging God. Indeced, there
are Bengall equivalents of God
which say: 'God is the saviour
of the fallen’, God belongs to
him who has nothing else’, 'He
is the [riend of the friendicss’
elc. That is the great secret of
God and rcligion. These two
valuable things should, like
good medicines, be kept re-
served for rare use at times of
calamities where other
thing fails. If we e it a

thing of every day use it loses

its eflicacy. How apt is the
Persian ad which says:
“Kaaba would lost fts holi-

ness if we had a Kaaba in
city”l It i1s here and in this

this part of the world, as many
would agree,

In journalism these days
onc can hopefully look forward
to a decent career, both in
terms of money and social re-
spectability which barring a
small number of practitioners
was almost a dream until some
yecars back. The journalists'
record in discharging the var-
fed social responsibilities un-
der the circumstances has also
been noteworthy. Thus vastly
improved scenario was obvi-
ously not an
way for a Third World country
like ours so thickly mired with
accumulated prob of ages.
In [act, at one point, as one
would recall, the Press was
muzzled and rendered totally
subservient to the dictates of
the ruling masters.

In recent times there has
been literally a profusion of
newspapers not only in Dhaka
but in other places as well of
the country. It would, however,
be a bit naive to expect that all
of these news rs will in the
long run be able to survive for

Syed Badrul Haque

very obvious reasons.
Nevertheless, an evaluative
study of these newspapers if
undcrtaken particularly in ref-
erecnce to quality journalism
periodically, say on yearly ba-
sis, it will enormously benefit
not only the serving journalists
but also the burgeoning news-
paper industry of our country.
This exercise may be contin-
ued till such time these new-
borns reach the taka — ofl
stage in terms of social obliga-
tion.

Ramblings aside, though a
pertinent question, may | ask
the successor-journalists
whether they acknowledge the
contributions of their pioneer-
ing elders at least in terms of
gratitude or remembrance,
Frankly, | am pained to be in
the negative as many others
are. To mention, Mr Mahbub
Jamal Zahedi, a piloneering
distinguished journalist of this
sofl is hardly mentioned in the
profession here. They certainly
deserve a little more on that
score, | suppose. Beyond this
tmrlnrlnf. to stretch the {ssue
a little further, this shift (or
should we say we settle into a
bland acceptance of it} in our
time-honoured value culture,
however trivial it might seem
to many, is a t not only
in the realm of journalism but

in fact in now touches a wide

pleasurcs of life will

casy street all the /

senae, that the comparison of
re with opium is pre-
ciacly right, not in iis econven-
tional sense that optum kecps

%‘z

mean absolutely noth-
one who constantly
by them. To bring reli-
politics will in
cffect. It will then be
ay ing as we
it in the hand of owur

]
5

i}
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There is another reason for
which all sincere lovers of re-
ligion must kecp their reh-
gion uncontaminated by poli-
tics. There arc more Lhan one
and stlate inhabited
people of

country

territorial undaries, the
reatest disservice will be
to that religion in partic-

ular and humanity in general if
either or both parties to the
disputes is or are allowed to
give their mundane interests a
religious covering. This s
bound to happen {f we bring
religion into politics. -

From politics’ angle
Now from the angle of poli-
tics itsclf. The life of an indi-

rld: A Commentary

spectrum of our soctal fabric.

In many minds there (s a
question mark about the [ac-
tors that caused such an ero-
sion in our value-culture. Not a
social moraliser mysell nor |
pretend to be, all that | want is
to get a fair understanding of
the socictal development in a
given socicty like ours. Should
our social scientists take up
the job to delve into the a'1h-
ject in all its ramificaninns,
they would find it an intcllce-
tually stimulating one, and the
society would indeed be well-
served, the culture-watchers
held. Well all these are beside
the particular point that I
would like to raise in this
piece. My apology for the di-
ﬁniulun which hardly | could
clp.

Mr in his My World
mentions of quite a ocollection
of publicalions that are
by eminent personalities of
Bangladesh and outside coun-
tries to adorn his bookshell.
He now invites his other au-
thor-friends to send him thetr
publications so that some day
in future, as he wishes, onc of
his family members could put
them to auction as rare books
and make some moncy. Sounds
not an impracticable proposi-
tion.

To revert now to Mr Ali's
letter I must say that it had
becn quite a ‘booster to my
morale in charting out my fu-
ture career at a vital crossroad
of my life. Over the decades
the letter had almost attained
the 'antique’ status and is pre-
served with care. | may tell the
writer ol My World that the
letter is not a trade-ofl and
never to go at the call of the
hammer, no matter what was
the price offered.

Contributor of articles on
varied topics, the writer had
served as journalist both in the
print and broadcasting media

and Press Information

Department, and also as the
Public Relations Officer to the
President, People’s Republic of

Bangladesh.

marginal economy and dicta-
tnrll':? ensure that we are de-
[ and defrauded socie
with its commanding idcas “3'
mataphors such as 'people’.
‘democracy’, ‘development’,
'freedom’, and ‘religion’ ig-
nobly appropriated by the
rulers and emptied of their
The University must
help restore their content.
The culture of a marginal exis-
tence and ruthless e tion
such as ours is at some
point to brutalize social life
and render it insensitive to

and power. It {s important,
therelore, for our universities
to avoid their own marginaliza-
tion by refusing to give cause
for scepticism as to both their
utility and value as a civilizing
and sustaining agent.

The challenge
Vice Chancellor today is to
preserve the University as an
intellectual institution, make it
work and recover its vision, so
it can give society back its ba-
sic and over-arching mat-
aphors. This can only be done
if we all make the enterprise
our own,

e M gazine
Secularism Versus Religion in Politics -II [

of being a |

In the Muslim history,
Khilalfat, which was

designed to be an
tutional

2

was an unavoidable political
necessity to prevent divided
loyaity of the citizens. This was
the direct effect of religion
and politics being mixed up.
Had the leaders of the Muslim
wt;.M of that time been far-
sighted enough to keep reli-
glon away from politics the
institution of Khilafat could
have been retained, main-
tained, organized and dcvel-
oped as a uscful well-knit in-
ternational, moral, cultural,
educational and religious body
scrving humanity in genecral
and the Muslims in particular

— == e -

Abul Mansur Ahmad (1898-1979)

There is another point, no
less strong, which makes the
scparation of tics and reli-
gion firresistible. The complex
nature of the life of a modern
nation-state s refllected,
amongst other things, in fts
division into ullﬁn majority
and minority. basis of
modern politics being count-
ing of heads, no religious mi-
nority can afford to subject
their faith to the in-
terference. This was resisted
in the ninth century in the

Muslim World, in t nine-
teenth century in the Christian

World and in the twentieth
in the Buddhist World.
Now scparation is an In-

ternationally closed question.
Pakistan can {ll afford to put

mphasis on Being
not Catching Crooks
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The most important role of the police is to catch criminals, right? Well maybe. In
Britain, a new "Citizen's Charter” is puts more emphasis on the way police treat the
victims of crime. As Gemini News Service reporis, the police say better relations
with the public are essential, but criminologists accuse them of hiding the fact that
they are not solving enough crime. by Ken Hyder

HROUGHOUT the

world, people expect

their police forces to
catch but in Britain
both government and police
are moving the goalposts.

Police want to be judged on
how well treat victims,
rather than how well they
catch crooks.

Public confidence in police
ability to prevent and solve
crime has been declining.
People are less willing to co-
operale with police investiga-
tions and arc lcss to
approach police for help.

A s by London Me-
tropolitan Police reported,
among other problems, that
victims of crime were being
treated miscrably and kcpt in
ignorance and some of them
failed to report the crimes
committed t them.

Police are hoping that their
new emphasis on public rcla-
tions and support for victims
will inspire conflidence in
them and in turn will lcad to
‘increased co-operation in the

| solving of offences.

However, some criminolo-
ﬁuu believe the new approach
cals too much with public
perception of the police and
not enough on -ctunpﬁoy clearing
up crime.
An example of this is street

patrols. In one public survey
conducted by puflw. 42.5 per

only one thing that matters:
the crime clear-up rate. "Il in-
crcascd public conflidence
does not lcad to improved
clcar-ups, then all this talk of
scrvice is an expensive cos-
metic exercise.”

Victims' support groups are
cautiously happy with the
change in attitude of the police
and with the government's
proclamations in the "Victims'
Charter” last year, and this
year in John Major's "Citizens'
Charter.”

Both charters encourage,
for example, improving and
moniloring rcsponse times to

calls for help, the

victim when the is

being let out on bafl and

Inlnrmln1 victims of proc-
o

edures for winning com-
pensation.

The London olitan
Police force is now out

monthly letters to all victims
to update them on the
progress of their cases. Vietim
support services are growing
in many centres.

The provisions of the char-
ters are not, however, enforce-
able by law, and have not gone
far in some arcas, says
Martin Wright of the National
Office for Victim Support. He
would still like o see, among
other changes, a concrete
timetable for implementation
of the changes laid out in the
Charters and a complaint pro-
cedure.

Criminologist Jock Young
thinks police are de-emphasis-
ing caiching criminals because
their in that area
has been falling off.

Overall, clear-up in England
and Wales have fallen from 45
per cent in 1970 to 32 per
cent in 1990. In London, only
17 per cent of crimes are
likely to be solved and on
eight per cent of housecho
burglarics. In some smaller
centers, police clear up over
hall the crimes committed in

order to shift some o
hl-meoﬂ'ﬂ:mnﬂu :
the victim could do no |
buthﬂenhutﬂnchtrmmﬂ

gives the prosecutor the right

- to interrupt and correct any

falsehoods.

Warns Young : "In some
ways it's ike medicine.
don't want a pleasant, cus-
tomer-friendly medical service
which says at the end of the

Dear Mila,

After 15 years of marriage, | and my husband got a divorce.
I am trying to adjust to the new situation bul it is very hard.

There are so many memories and queslions. | often ask
myself if we had done this or that, then may be the divorce
would not have happened. Maybe it's all my fault, | was too
independent minded. Do you have any advice for me, so that [
can adjust better with my new life?

Dear Anonymous,

Anonymous
' Dhaka.

Women often suffer from guilt afler a divorce. It is a
traumalic cxperience and scars remain for a long time.

Conl

body's

to what we are lold, divorce is not always some-
ult. All marriages were nol meant to work and any

one spousc does nol have lo take the blame. Get rid of the
guilt feclings and start thinking positive again. If you are a

professional woman pursuc your carcer with more energy
you have the right attitude you will automat-

dynamism. Once

and

ically adjust to the changed situation.

Dear Mita,

My J[riend's husband, gfter 20 years of marriage, had an

affair with a

woman. It did not last and he came back.

young
But my friend finds it difficult to forgive him. She feels he let
her down and had humiliated her. What advice can you give
her? Should she really forgive him?

Dear Selina,

This is a complex situation and any

Selina
Dhanmandi

advice | give in this

column will sound too simplistic. Unfaithfulness and infidelity

is basically

a breach of trust. It takes a lot of Lime,

palience

and mutual support to recover from. Only your [riend can
decide if she wants o forgive and forgel. It seems Lthey want

to give the

another chance. | would advise that they

start the process of healing by beginning to communicate in a

meaningful way.

Dear Mila,

I have been married for 12 yrs bul do not have a baby. My
husband wants to adopt one, but | am not loo sure. What will

be the alttitude of my [riends and relatives ? Can [ tell the baby
that we are not the real parenis? These questions creale
doubts in me. Please advise.

Dear Samira,

Samira
Eskaton

Your doubls do have some basis but not enough to deprive
yoursell of the unique plcasure of parenthood. Whatever
friends and relatives may say, the decision is yours and your
husband's. If you pursue it with conflidence socicty will accept
it. As for telling Lthe child, it will come later. Concentrate on
making a happy, sccure and loving home for her/him first.

Dear Mila,

My sister-in-law gives me lot of problems. Even though
am married and don’t live with them anymore. They
behind my back. My parents live with my brother and |

bad for them. What can I do ?

Dcar Cindy,

—

:
&

&

Problems of this kind arc common in our culture. When
pcople from different background live together there is

bound to be some problems. It requires a high de
erance, palicnce and tact. Don't
behind your back. Ignore it and eventually it will llm‘l"ry lo
give as much support to your parcnts because it is difficult

elderly people o adjust to new situations.

brother bul nol in a way that your sisler in-
You can also [ind oul what is bothcring

of tol-

gct too upsct if they talk
for
talking to your
feels left out
her, perhaps it is

somc misunderstanding, and Lalking might help.

Run by a trained and Family and Marriage
eounsellor, assisted by a ional team of doctor,
psychologist and lawyer, this column will mrt:

uuumhm‘luhnﬂy.mrrhlﬁlwﬂth. family

and social and In

terpersonal re : "
mmmmmmu,mmh . GPO Box

3257 or to 28/1, Toynbee Circular

Dhaka- 1000.

Motyjheel,



