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IRST there were the
trees. Then came Hong
Kong. Now, for Lhe [irst
time, the city and the scencry.
are learning o Hve together,
Hong Kong, is a rcnowned
business centre, bul as its res-
idents become more sophisti-
cated they arc demanding a
better and greencr environ-
ment in which to live. The
result has bcen a spray of
green arcas and urban parks
emerging alongside the city's
ranks of :
Several
are involved in tE greening
proeess, among Lhem s EDC
Hassell Limi
and archilectural consultancy
which seems to have a hand in

eve r ect on the
e Sy s ot

portiolio are Occan Park's
Water World, Clcarwater Bay
Golf coursc and a number of
urban parks in the industrial

Company partner
who studied landsca
tecture al university
graduale of llarvard, welcomes
the Lterrilory’'s new-found
approval of urban greening. “It
has laken a long lime, bul the
Nofth Lanlau airport L,
for example, is a perfeet illus-
tration of the government's
change in altitude to large
scalc public works. There was
a time ffteen ago when
politictans civil engineers
simply did not sce the point of
spending moncy on landscape.
Bul the airport projeclt will be
absolutcly stunning il it is built.
The, governmenl now recog-
niscs that pcoplc expect more
than pure concrete.”

Rex's first duels with -
ernment neers came dur-
ing thc building of the New
Towns in the New Territories.,
The legislature scl aside 12-15
heclares in ecach town for

greening, but ofien only pro-
vided about a third of the aver-

Rex notes: *“When the
Jockey Club getls involved,
there certainly is more cash
availablc.” .

“The landscaping trade
Crosscs cnormous
and n from

government will spend billions
on land and only
three million on landscapi
but t m.ﬁ
further 1 nolcs.

Rex is --trm:‘rlllc of
Hong Kong's sysiem
walkway s,

, a landscape .

ncluded in EBC's
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HONG KONG : TOUCHES OF QUALITY
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IN THE CONCRETE JUNGLE

Special to The Star by David Wigan

has introduced a street green-
ing programme and Hong
Kong Land has started their
greening of open space in the
urban arca.” Rex thinks
Tokoy's eflort to deurbanise
the city centre is the way for-
ward for Hong Kong, and finds
consolation in the lact that the
local Urban Arca Dcvelopment
Council has started scarching

cess. The llong Kong merger
will give us the opportunily to
take on bigger projects and
give us greater access Lo
resources,” Rex notes.

EBC's projects outside Lhe
government scctor include a
US85 million gucsthouse for
the Sultan of Brunei, a possible
rcgencration project for the
original hisloric centre of

for large parccls of land o
rcjuvenale. “The process is
slow, but Hong Kong fis
definitely becoming a beticr

designed and more pleasant
place to live,” says Rex.
Although EDC is principally
a landscaping firm, a recent
merger with Australian archi-
tectural glants Hasscll has
paved Lhe way for a broadcr
range ol work in the futurc.
*We merged with the EBC of-
fice in Ausiralia some time ago
and that proved a huge suc-

Blending ancient and modern architectural fnrm,

Riyadh, and the Wonderland
Park in Ausiralia. The company
is in the planning stage of the
proposed Manila Day Waltcr
Park in the Philippines.

Rex confesses o enjoying
foreign projects, not least be-
causc ol the travel opportuni-
ties they involve. Not all the
projects are straight forward,
particularly the complex reli
gious aspects of the Saudi
Arablan plan, but Rex claims
he relishes the challenge 1
mustl be the glamour and the

travel, but’ something about it
rcally gives me a kick,” he
conlesses,

However, Rex is quick to
shoot down the perception
that landscaping is just
another word for gardening..
"It is not a matter of putting a
few plants down. We are
working with bridges, walter
and construction, all of which
require considerable technical
and architectural expertise.”

The EBC office in Hong
Kong employs a group ranging
from horticulturists to lawyers,
lestament to the increasing
sophistication of the business.
However, the industry is not

. of phasing. That type

without its political sore
points, with many a terse
cxchange flying between the
group's Causeway Bay oflice
and fits clients in Central.

*The government, espe-
cially, is still keen on the idea
of thing
plays havoc with us and is
often a logistical night-mare,”
explains Rex. In the private
scctor Rex encounters a dif-
ferent sort of problem
"Planning gain it the by-work
for developers. Unless they
think a landscaping .idea is
‘worth it in a literal sense
they will hold back on con-
structing it. Fortunatcly the

Hong Kong public is increas-
ingly educated, more acutely
aware of the things on in
the United States and Europe,
and demanding better ameni-
tics here.”

EBC does not have any spe-
cific design philosophy, but
aims to use local materials and
colours. “In Hong Kong we
usc local granite, but it 1s diffi-
cult as everything is
imported.”

Rex is critical of the gov-
ernment’s attitude toward the
ernvironment. Hong Kong is the
ifth largest importer of rain
forest timber in the world,
with most of the wood
up as barricades for building
sites. Laments Rex, "It is

Bold Strokes to Boost

INCE opening his [irst

art and antiqucs gallery

ten ycars ago, Kander
Lce has risen to bccome
Taiwan’s principal Chinesc art
dealer and collector. Dubbed
by many ‘King of the Chincse
Brush Pen’, the 35 year old art
magnatc has recently further
cxicnded his business empire
into llong Kong.

Al the age of five, Lec was
learning o master the art of
calligraphy. Lee drew on his
experience in the [amily-
owned Chinese brush work-
shop. to study and refine brush
design. Lec boosted sales of
brushes by opcning a calligra-
phy school, through which
40,000 students have :
In addition to Kander's Art and
Calligraphy Institute, Lec’s
business group encompasscs
Kander's Arl Auction House, a
private Chinese art muscum,
eight Talwanese stores and
threc in 1long Kong, including
two newly opened galleries in
Alexandra |louse and Ocean
Terminal.

Alrcady a multi-millionaire
and with a renowned reputa-
tion on both sides of the
Tatwan Strails, Lee is nol con-
tent to rest on his laurels. le
has sel himscll some seem-
ingly clusive Lasks. Lee's pri-
mary objective is the restora-
tion of Chinese arce to the
prominent world position it
once held. Kander also views
art as a miedium by which to
bring the Chincse people back
together. “Chinese art is
common (o all Chinesc peo-
ple,” says Kandcr. v

In the 18th Century, works

by Wang [lui fctched a higher
price than those of Van Gogh.
The decline of China as an ori-
cntal power and 20th Century
civil turmeil de-valued
Chinese arl to the exlent is
was cventually only worth 1%
of Weslern paintings. Today
though, Lec sees no reason
why Chincse art should re-
main cheap relative 1o Western
art. Il the value of a notion's art
is a rcflection el its wealth and
power, then the price of
Chincse art should rise argucs
Lee, pointing out that he con-
siders ‘China’ being not just
the mainland but Taiwan,
Singapore and llong Kong,
each very wealthy in their own
right.

As part of Lee's efforts lo
rencw world interest in
Chinesc art and increase ils
value, he has opened three gal-
leries in tHong lonﬁ Lee - |
thal by choosing high profile
tourist locations in Central and
Tsim Sha Tsui, over the more
traditional bul lcss obvious lo-
cation ol lollywood Road, he
will attract greater interna-
tional intercst. Since opening,
Lee reports: “the response has
been excellent,” with visilors
from the USA, Europe and
Japan cxpressing particular
interest in Chincse porcelain,
paintings and jade.

Another way of raising the

. stature of Chincse art accord-

ing to Lee, Is Lo break the
dominance of the big Western
auction houses, such as
Christie’'s and Sotheby's. In an
attempt (o (ranscend this
monopoly, Lec has established
Kander's Art Auction llouse

by Paul Lewis

with opcrations in Tokyo,
Taipc! and llong Kou“ Tﬁ.
stralegy has met with some
success. Lee reports that he
highest prices being fetched
for Chinese art are now in
Taipci and that Sotheby's and
Christic's are using these are
their bench mark. Ultimately,
Lee would like to see his auc-
tion house become the
Christie’'s or Sotheby's of the

Far East, dealing solcly in
Chincse art.

Raising the profile of
Chinese art is made more dil-
ficult by a general Chinese ig-
norance of their own history
and culture. "Ask any Chinese
what was their culture 5,000
years ago and they would an-
swer — | don't know,” laments
Lee, adding. “Under the Qing
Dynasty everybody would an-
swer — ‘yves | know'. It's really

Tang Dynasty Dragon Head.

for 11 Kong to forest
wu-ndon’rnm mm but
nonctheless, our reorder is

nmmnt::‘-vuynd.'
EBC a policy of using

Hong Kong, with over 40 ma-
jor local projects to their name
to date, but s about
expansion of the land

creed throughout Asia.

“There will be enormous
opportunity throughout the
region in the next decade,”
Rex believes, “Some of

the countries are only just
is
ng

mnthtm

the demand.”

a pity that Chinesc people
don't know their own roots,
Chinese culture is so great, so
graceful, it's really a pity.”
Who is to blame for this?
"Dr. Sun Yat Sen” answers Lee.
“Dr. Sun did too much dam-
, he broke the roots to
Chinese culture,” states Lee,
an opinion which he admits
many Chinese will find offen-

" sive, but Insists is the truth.

If Chinese art {s to come
once more 0o the forefront of

world art, Lee argues the
Chinese people must become
re- with their own

culture. “If the Chinese

dont know, how can we ex-
pect Westerners to know?,”
asks Lee.

To help promote Chinese
art within Chinese com-
munity Lee has put her a
collection of over 2, signif-
icant Chinese paintings, 400
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My Days as
Challenges and Lessons

durance and the studenis’ in-
ability 1o sustain faith in the
soundness ol their. now | for-

| can remember a case of
gunshots in the vicinity of the
women students’' hostel by an
outsider in of an affatr
of the heart. The vogue for sys-
tematic and routine use of

when a mixture of goodwill
firmness an Saw
the Vice Chancellor through
most things

Teday the Viee Chancellor

country — things need not
have been so dark. As far as the
university is concerned. the

however is that it is an
embattied and threatened in-
stitution. [t is embattled be-

cause ruling circles first try to
contrel it devious
means and then defame it
barely thetr stake
n it In public eye
nomenon of an angry

- the

strikes resorted to by stu-
dents, teachers, and employ
ees. drastically cut back on
academic time and work
which make nonsense of its
raison d'etre which is cultiva
tion of the mind., training ol
inteligence, preparing voung
men and women for the tasks
of life and upholding standards
of excellence. Add to these
whatever academic deficien-
cies you can spet, the contri-
bution of negative donnish pol-
itics which is some times seen
as excluding quality. and the
wilingness to sacrifice stan-
dards owing to the pressure of
numbers, you have an utterly
comfortiess picture of higher
education in the country.
it ts not for me as a Vice
Chancellor [rom. as it were,
another age. o pontificate and
preseribe remedies, but sinee
is too great an
inheritance to be lost, may |
call upon the government and
icians to flace up to the
reality of violenee among
political groups affiliated to
them in the campus and ae-
cept their share of the re-
to stamp it out. It
cannot be repeated oo often
that the basic cause of the un-
rest and conflict among stu
dents is political disenfran-
chisement and leadership de-
fault. Having said this, we must
ask Government leaders and
leaders of the political parties
to stop being hypocritical
about LLI' business since they

- through physical
in obtatning the

by Khan Serwar Murshid

know what kind and degree of
violence thetr affillates prac-
tise in the campus. The
Government is best placed
know who possesscs or sup-
plics guns and explosives.
while political leaders are ca

procure the release of two of
thetr activists arrested for of-
fences gommitted outside the
campus.

Questions such as legiti-
macy. tyranny, disenfran-
rhlﬂ:mﬂ:. attacks on freedom

WM%

in this new series, prominent personalities will look at
events of the past which shaped their lives, often leaming
behind experiences, grim or pleasant, to learn from.

pable of a lair guess as to what
their followers are up to in the
campus. A university cannot a)-
low its premises to be used as
a sanct for the manufac-
turers of bombs and miscella-
neous criminals and remain a
university. It is
the eynictam and cowardice of
powerful people in the gov-
ernment and poltical parties
that has helped the continu
ance and escalation of violence
in the campus. Recently, one
group of students succeeded
timidation

of a
terrified Viee Chancelior, held
to ransom in his own house. to

[ thought and e have
n the traditional preoccu-
of the campus commu-
nity including students. If this
— 80 be . Put,

. externally sponsored

E’ﬂ

:

' tical -

a Vice-Chancellor :

the student as an age
surrogate for their own failure.
Do they have any idea of how
d:rt}\ellhruthnofﬂtg'l-
eral body of students is from

in the ? Surely, vio-
lence must be banned from the
campus ?

that seeks its undoing. It is in-

principle of accountability
within it. When | hear of fac-
tionalism and the pressure felt
by teachers to belong to this or
that party in order to advance

their prospects | am de-
feel momen
that perhaps the Vice

Chancellor should be chosen
without election. Yes, the
method of election excludes

certain type of man of intellect
and ability who does not have a
flair for vote catching. That is
surely a loss. Of course, a
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