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Indefinite
strike at CU
From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Scpt 12 : An
indefinite sirike started at the

University loday at
S o o Ali-Party Students

Unity (APSU) CU unil, lo press
their 10-point demand.
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Death toll rises by 40 : Dinajpur town inundated : Communications in N. region disrupted

1m marooned in Rangpur

| P‘ID hﬂlnu released lnul nlghl shnw (left) Prime Mlnisler Begum Khalcda Zia talking tu inmates of a rcl:lcf camp 1n '

Dlnajpur town and devastation (!} on the right.

By Staff Correspondent

With a further rise of the
major rivers, the flood situa-
tion in the country aggravated
Thursday. More arecas in the
northern region and also in
Kushtia, Madaripur and
Manikganj were engulfed by
flood waters.

Forty more deaths were re-
ported [rom the flood aflected
areas of the northern region.
Twenty died in the five dis-
tricts of greater Rangpur, eight

in Chapainawabganj, four in
Thakurgaon, three in

Panchagarh and five in
Dinajpur. Most of the victims
were drowned while others
dfed in roof collapsecs.

The whole of the Dinajpur
town remained inundaied by
flood waters till Thursday. The
situation worscned in Rangpur
area where about one million
people were marooned in
Rangpur, Gaibandha, Kurigram,
Lalmonirhat and Nilphamari
districts.

Rail and road communica-
tions in the northern districts
remained disrupted. Crops on
at least scven lakh acres of
land in the affected areas have
been damaged, official sourccs
said. )

The flood information cen-
tre of the Walter Development
Board warned that the
Buriganga ih Dhaka may rise
further and the situation in
and around Dhaka and

Narayanganj is likely to deteri-
orate.

The flood situation in the
districts of Chapainawabgani,
Rajshahi, Pabna Kushtia and
Faridpur may aggravate fur-
ther. The situation in other ar-
eas of the country will remain
unchanged.

The Ganges, the
Punarbhaba, the Mahananda,
the Gorai, the Teesta, the
Brahmaputra and the Meghna
were flowing above their dan-
ger levels Thursday. The
Gangcs will rise further at all
points, but the Brahmapulra
may fall at some places.

Our Rangpur correspondcnt
reporis : The overall llood sit-
uation in greater Rangpur dis-
trict took a serious turn
Thursday. 17 deaths were re-
ported [rom diflerent affected
areas whilc aboul a million
people were marooned in
Rangpur, Gaibandha, K
Lalmonirhat and Nilphamari

See Page 12 Col. 7

Farakka effect :
Siltation makes
flood more

devastating

From Mostafa Kamal
Majumder

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Sept
12 : With both the Ganges and
the Mahananda crossing the
highest flood level of 1988, the
flood sttuation in Rajshahi and
Chapainawabgan| districts has
laken a serious turn today.

The two rivers are in spate
due to the onrush of waters
from the upper catchments of
the Ganges in India. No imme-
diate improvement of the sit-
ualion is in sight because of
heavy dewnpour in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, according
lo cxperts.

The floods that have come
afler a three-year recess since
1988, have allected all the five
upazilas of Shibganj, Chapain-
awabgan] Sadar, Gomostapur,
Bholarhat and' Nachal in
Chapainawabganj district and
Godagari and Rajshahi Sadar
upazilas in Rajshahi district.

The river Mahananda at
Chapainwabganj is now flowing
1.13 meters above the danger
level. The Ganges in Rajshahi

See Page 12 Col. 4

PM addresses nation over referendum

Give institutional shape to

democracy through ‘yes’ votes

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Thursday called
upon the people o cast "yes'
vote in the rcﬁ:r:ndum to
make the democratic process

‘a success, reports BSS.

Iin a nationwide address
over radie and television
Thursday evening, the Prime

- Minister said, "We want your

verdict Iin favour of
parliamcntary system instead
of presidential form of
government on September 15
referendum to give an
institutional shape to
democracy”.

She said the new jou on
the road to dcmncjl?ncrﬁnd

development would begin
gr.tling the verdict of p:nph: in
the rcfercndum. She called
upon all to Lakc part n the
refrpendum and said “Let this
juurr:yhcau.plchunlrdpm
and brings us welfare”.

Praying to Almighty Allah
Begum Zia said, "Let it be
proved once again through the
refcrendum that people are
the sourcc of all power. Let it
be proved again that {t is
people who will decide how
the country will be run.”

She said the referendum
would work as a pointer in our
national lfc in its journey to
dcmu-l:rnry

alter

Begum Zia said a

democratic government had
bcen eslablished through a

neutral clection putting an end
to autocracy. rtunity has
come o Tan couniry on
the basis of people’s QL-
and for this ts have
been made to held the
referendum Lo consolidate

democracy, she said.
Begum Zia said it was her

commilment that whenever

the guestion of Laking decision

on any imporiant national issue

arosc shc would place it before

the people for their verdict

becausc pcoplc had the
See Page 12 Col. 8

BNP gains absolute majority

dg. -'

A Freedom

s
o
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Party worker came under attack Thursday

when he was distributing party leaflets opposing

tary demeocracy, at the Awami League rally at
Avenue in the city.

—Star photo

The BNP which swepl to

E:er last March regained all
of its prustigious scals, va-
cated by the party chairperson,
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and won another vacant
scal, earlicr secured by opposi-
tion Awami League, reportis
BSS.

With the winning of five out

of Il vacant Jallya Sangsad
(parliamenl) scals iIn

nesday's by-elections, Lhe
ruling BNP has secured abso-
lute majorily in the 330-mem-
ber House with 170 scats.
According to unoflicial re-
sults announced by the
Election Commission

Wednesday night and Thursday
the party position in Lhe Jatlya
Sangsad is : BNP-170, Awami
League-92, Jaliya Parly-36,
Jamaal-e-Islami-20, CPU-5,
and one scal cach by NAP(M),
Ganotaniri Parly, Workers
Party, National Dcmoeratic
Party, lslami Oikya Jole and
JSDISI and lnjtpcndcnli
Two.

Voters' participation in Lhe
September 11 by-clections 1o
11 Jatiya Sangsad scals (s
47.37 per cent, according lo
the Election Commission
sources.

Out of Wwital 23,688,563 vol-
ers, in |l consiituencics,
11,18,035 voles were casl iIn
the by-elections. The voles in
two polling ccntres, oul of to-
tal 909 centires were nol

See Page 12 Col. |

All help to
flood victims
assured

DINAJPUR, Sept 12 : Prime
Minister Begum. Khaleda Zia
today visited thc flood-affected
areas of Dinajpur town and as-
sured thc people that her
government would take all
possible measures to provide
them reliel, reports BSS.

Begum Zia whe visited

Bastee, Ghaghra Bastee, Pul
Hat, Sikdar Hal, Nim Nagar
Balu Bari, New Town, BSCIC
Industrial Area and Paharpur,
directed the district adminis-
tration officials to reach relief
materials the needy.

distribution is carried out

properly, il neccssary we will

send more reliel,” she said.
See Page 12 Col. 6

EC worried about
referendum in

flood-hit areas
By Staff Correspondent

The Elcction Commission is
now working oul the mwodali-
ties to facilitate volers in Lthe
flood allected areas in casling
their votes in the referendum
on Sunday for a parllamentary
form of guvernment.

The Elcction Conunission is
worried aboul the deteriora-
tion ol Nood situation in 22
districts ol Lthe country and has
exprussed its concern about
the holding of referendum
there.

See Page 12 Col. 7

Lankan FM
due 1n city
- today

The Foreign Minister of Sri
Lanka, lHarold Herat, arrives in
Dhaka today to extend a formal
invitation to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to attend
the next SAARC summit in
Colombo, reports BSS.

He would the invita-
tion from Pr::IZenl R. Pre-

madasa.

his threc day stay in
Dhaka, Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister will have talks with
Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman on SAARC matters as
well as bilatcral aflairs.

He will be accompanied by

Foreign Secretary Bernard
Tilakeretne.

GhashiPam, Kiithi Birt, Exdgady |

"You must ensure that reliel

Alleged attempt on Hasina’s life
AL calls half-day

hartal Saturday

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League at a rally
on Thursday called for a hali-
day (6 am lo 12 noon) hartal
tomorrow (Satu in prolest
against what it attempt
on the AL éhicl and Ledticr of
the Opposition in parliament
Sheikh llasina during the by-
clections in the capital on
Wednesday.

The AL programme is the
first of its kind since the
ouster of President |IM Ershad
[ollowing a united movement
by the opposition partics in-
cluding the BNP and the AL.

Shols were fired
Wednesday al a polling centre

in the Dhaka-9 constituency
allegedly by pro-BNP youths
when Iluinn rcached there

The held
mﬂl:rumgnn: in IJ:

city LYy  the metropolitan
branch of the Awami
Addressing the rally, t}eput}r
Leader of the Opposilion and
AL presidtlum member Abdus
Samad Azad strongly con-
demned the '‘armed attack’ on
Hasina and blamed the ruling
party for the ‘heinous’ act. The
attempt on Lhe opposition
leader was part of a conspiracy
against institutionalising

See Page 12 Col. 4

AL, JP have gained
popularity : Moudud

By Staff Correspondent

Jattya l‘ﬂﬂy on Thursday al-
leged that the by-clection was
not free and fair, and the rul-
ing party rcsoried to violence
and rigging in the polls.

Senior Vice-President of
thc party Moudud Ahmed told

a press conference that popu-
larity of JP and Awami
had increascd but BNP's
sharply declined. And his was
demonstrated in the election,
he claimed.

"We don't think it was a [air
clection,” Moudud said adding
‘that had it beecn fair, BNP
would losc at least one seat in
Dhalka.

The BNP Government used
official facilitics for campaign
in favour of their candidate,
and tried to intimidate the
voters in different places par-
ticularly in Ra :

Moudud, who was Vice-
President during the regime of
deposed president Ershad
said, "“we should dcveciop a
sysiem to hold all elections
under a neutral government.”

He however argued that

considering Ja Party's pop
ularity its chairman HM
Ershad should be released

The JP loader sald that his
party was still undecided about

whether it would ask the peo-

lo casl 'ycs' or no vote in
the referendum.

lic alleged that Ershad was
being inhumanly treated in jail.
"Our Conslitution and cven Lhe
jadl code do not permil solitary
conflincment,” he said adding
that *all the cascs against
Ershad and other ministers
arc politically motivated.”

Aboul the Alicged attempt
on the life of Sheikh Hasina,
he said "if anything like that
happened it is condemnable.”

Refuting the allegation that
JP MP voted in favour of the
Constitution 12th Amendment
Bill viclating party constitu-
tion, he said, "we voted for
democracy. Presidential sys-
tem as prescribed by our party
constilution does not contra-
dict democracy.”

He hinted that his party

might demand fresh parlia-
mentary clection afler the ref-
ercndum as the present par-
liamentary clection was held
under the presidential system.

Jallya Party would start
movement to free its detained
chairman soon, he said.

Former [oreign minister
Anisul lslam Mahmud and
other party leaders were
present al the press conler-
ence held at Guishan.

Gorbachev fires two top officials inshakeup of KGB

commillce
Oicinikov, the news agency

torate, Tass reporied. The
Second Dircclorale is in

charge of operations within

the Soviet Union.
He was on the investigating
by Anatoly

said

Gorbachev also dismissed
Maj Gen Valcry Lebedey.

A weck the failed

coup, Gorbachev appointed the
commilice to conduct an iIn-
vesligation into the KGB's

role. Charges of high (reason

former KGB chiel Viadimir
Kryuchkov and four top KGD
Genecrals accused of helping

lead the coup.

Gorbachev appointed radi-
cal reformer Vadim Dakatin to
replace Bakatin has

Sovict execuling
"counter: " wag-

ing bloody purges and terror in
the 1930s, and fabricaling

charges against dissidents with

history,

had announced his resignation

as head of the interim Soviet

government commiliee for
Lthe economy.

"1 nol make this state-

ment. | am not the source of

this rumor”, told re-
porters alier hold talks
with US Secrctary State

James Daker.

This question is
mmﬂhL
ferring 0 the new Soviet ex-
eculive Gorbachev
and laders of republics.
The council s o hold iis

Bus falls into
swirling waters:
35 missing

From QOur Correspondent

RANGPUR, Scpt 12: At lcast
35 passcngers wure missing as
a passcnger bus [ell into
swirling waturs on Thursday
from a flooded road at Daira-
giganj, about 12 km away from
Rangpur town.

Eyewitnesses said the
Rangpur-bound bus (Rangpur

Ja-34) was at least 60

Al least 25 passcngers of
the bus managed to reach at
dry land but the fate of other
passcngers, mostly women and
children, were not known.

It was fcared thal many pas-
sengers remained inside the
bus and somec of them were
washcd away by the flood wa-
ters.

1 killed, 100 hurt
in Gopalganj
gunbattle

GOPALGANJ, Sept 12: One
person was killed and somc
100 were injured in a gunbat-
tle between two rival groups at
Palkkandi bazar in Sadar
upazila this moming.

The dead was identified as
Feru Sheikh (50), a shop-
keeper of the bazar.

Ten of the injured were in a
critical condition. Five of them
sustained bullet wounds, hos-
pital sources said.

The ten werc named
Mesbauddin Chowdhury (20),
Tuhin Chowdhury (20), Nobi
(17). Bulu Chowdhury (30},
Tulu Sikder (24), Sekendar
Kazi (25), Awlad Kazi (35),
Kazi Jashim (15), Sckendar
(50), Hitu Mollah (25).

They were admitted to the
Sadar Hospital and other clin-
ics.

The clash erupted during a
victory procession, and both
sides were said to have used
firearms and other Ilcthal

WCARpONS.

6 injured as JCD,
BCL clash at Cig
Medical College

From Staff Correspondent

CINTTAGONG, Sept 12 : At
lcast six students of Chillagong
Medical College CMC) were
wounded in an armed clash
between the activists of pro-
BNP Jauyatabadi Chhatra Dal
WCD) and Awami Leaguc-
backed Chhatra League (S-A) in
the college premises
Thursday morming.

Police arrested four per-
sons, all to JCD, in
connection with the incident
and recovered from their pos-

light gu
-uumnr':r“ﬂ g

The injured persons, be-
muhulh the student
groups, could not be identified

JCD leaders alleged that
their procession brought out
on the to cele-
brate the viclory of the BNP
candidate in the Chit
by -clection, was allacked
thefr rivals of Chhatra League.




