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Sundaris of Chakaria vanished

From Mostafa Kamal Majumder

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 10:
Little over hall a dozen
Sundari trees on about an acre
of land remains of what was
once a dense Sundari forest in
the Chakaria upazfla here. The

name Chakaria Sundarbans
still exists but without

wood .
The local people are aware
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the peop
son during the last
about the
But they have little contrel
over the denudation of forests
for salt production and shrimp
culture.

Advocate Faridul Islam
Chowdhury, Upazila Chairman
of Kutubdia said the afforcsted
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The last remaining Sundari trees in the denuded
"Chakaria Sundarbans.! — Star photo by M K Majumder.

that the April 29 cyclone and
tidal surge was devastating due
to denudation of forests, but
thcy can do nothing to reverse
the process.

Unplanned expansion ol salt
production and shrimp culture
has led to destruction of even
the ‘gaca’ mangrove forests de-
veloped under the coastal af-
loreslation programme In
Cox’'s Bazar district in the last
two and a hall decadces.

Raghu Moni Singh, Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) of
Chakaria told The Daily Star

mangrove forests on the east-

ern side of the island are now Sundarbans.

gone. Salt growers and shrimp
farmers have uprooted trces
which used not only to protect
land from erosion but also to
reduce impact of cyclone and
tidal surge.

A salt producer himselfl
Chowdhury said it was impos-
sible to turn salt beds into
forests again because the soil
had, by now, become hard.

More than one survey of
the coastal areas conducted

following the April 29 cyclone

By-elections today

From Page 1 Col. 4

the count in Rangpur. BNP is
doing the same thirig by mobil-
ising all its strength in at least
eight constituencies. Jaamat is
fighting lor a seat in Rangpur.
Smaller partics stand almost
no chance to win the clection
in any ol the constituencies,
according to political ob-
SCIVCTS.

Polling will begin at 8 am
and continue till 5 pm without
break.

Meanwhile, the authorities
have taken adequate measures
to maintain order during vot-
ing at 909 polling stations in
11 eonstituencies.

. The Election Commission
Tuesday issued a stern warning
against rigging, irregularities
or violence and said legal mea-
surcs will be taken against the
responsible persons or quar-
ters.

In a press rclease the EC
appecaled to the candidates,
supporters, political ies
and people as well to help the
election conducting authorities
ensure [ree, fair and neutral
election.

Votes coliected by applying
force, intimidation, capturing
booths or any fllegal influence
will not be of any use for any
candidate, the EC said.

The EC will be compelled
not only to take legal actions
against the concerned candi-
date but also declare his elec-
tion void Il he is found involved
in flicgal activities.

The government has already
declared Wednesday a holiday
in Dhaka city and those ares
where by-elections will be
held.

Following are the number of
candidates [ielded by different+

political parties in by-election :
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Dal (BNP) 11
Awami 11
L AN,

amaat-e-Is . esh 4
Jatiyatabadi Ganatantrik
.Chashi Dal 2
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (Inu) 1
Bangladesh Janata Party 1

Dal 1
Jmm‘z.rﬁm 1
HulﬂrnPﬁoF Party 1
Independen _6
Total | 49

Our Stall Correspondent
from Chittagong reports : The

district authority here has
clamped 144 in Chittagong-8
constituency for 24 hours be-
ginning from 6 am today ban-
ning assembly of people and
movement of private vehicles
within 400 yards of polling
ccntres to ensure peacelul
polling.

Measures have also becn
taken to thwart any attempts
of violence in the polls.

Candidates went door to
door. Monday to mobilise last
minute support before the
midnight ban went into eflcct.
Posters and banners were put
up earlier.

The Chittagong -8 con-
stituency was vacated by Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

Political observers said
Amir Khasru Mahmud Chow-
dhury of BNP and MA Mannan
of Awami League will be locked
in a neck to neck polls battle,
They organised a series of
campaign rallies and proce-
ssions to win over the
confidence of voters.

Observers felt that election-
eering in the area actually had
picked up after the visits of
the two party chiefs Begum
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina
who addressed three and
eleven by-clection rallies re-
spectively in this constituency.

Left front
From Page 1 Col. §

Hasanul Haq Inu, Kazi Aref
Ahmed, Sharif Nurul Ambia
and Mainuddin Khan Badal of
JSD (Inu), Khalequzzaman
Bhuiyan of BSD (Khaleq),
Mahbubul Alam of BSD
(Mahbub), Nirmal sen of
Sramik Krishak Samajbadi Dal
and N m Ja r of Otkya
Prokria attended the meeting.

The sources said the lead-
ers would sit fo with the
leaders of CPB and NAP sh
to discuss and finalise the
launching of the front.

Although the front will
mainly be a platform of com-
munists and left oriented
forces, it might not be called a
"left" front in view of the
changed political scenario at
home and abroad. It might be
styled democratic progressive
front or morcha.

They said the proposed
front would emerge as the
third political force to lead the
country towards democratisa-
tion and self-rellant economy.
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le. learnt a costly les- Showed that coastal embank-
lone Ments and semi-perma
of trees. ®ctilements survived in those

areas where there were planta-
tions on the side facing the

Buy.
The over 18,000 acre

Chakarta Sundarbans

human setticments following
damages caused by a cyclone in
1988. From that time on man-
agement practices involved
restricted exploitation based
on minimum diametre limits
of trees of different species
and limited graz
In the absence ol a land use
the forest land has been
indiscriminatcly transferred to
other uses over the last two
decades. Now about a hall
(about nine thousand acres) of
Chakaria Sundarbans have been
lcasced out to private individu-
als for shrimp culture and salt
production.
appeared that forest
lands were lcased out from
the relevant ministry in Dhaka,
and the local administrations
had no say over those.
Consultation of the local peo-
ple was out of question. This
top-down process has been at
its worst and manipulations
have been such that lease
decds have been effected even

without p survey or veri-
fication of :

Local people say a present
there are many holders of
lcase documents without ac-
cess to land in Chakaria
There are also
many others who are occupy-
ing land illegally.

Of late about 1500 unautho-
rised tempo houses have
been built on the Chakaria
Sundarbans. There are still
vacant patches of land. The
Decpartment of Forests has
taken an initiative to take at
least one fourth of the Chakaria
Sundarbans under {ts posses-
sion for afllorestation. Will this
initiative succeed ? Nobody
quite sure.

| Main accused in

Akbar Shet

murder case held

By Staff Correspondent

Police on Tuesday arrested
the main accused, Billal Shah,
in the recent sensational mur-
der of Akbar Shet from his
house in Islampur in a
drunken condition.

Billal Shah (40} remained
absconding aflter Akbar Shet a
recputed old-town busincss-
man, was gunned down last
month.

He came back to his resi-
dence at 59/1(a), Islampur
Monday night and one of his
relative informed police about
his arrival.

The Offlicer in Charge of
Kotwalf police station,
Hamidul Huq, went to the
spot to arrcst him and found
the house surrounded by peo-
ple of the locality. More than a
hundred pcople gheraoed the
house and were shouting slo-
gans demanding the accused
to come out of the house.

Meanwhile, the Deputy
Commissfoner Detective
Branch, Abdul Qayyum,
reached the spot along with a
special force and managed to
calm the angry crowd and ar-
rest the accused in a drunken
condition. He was later taken
to the detective branch office-
aflter medical examinations.

Billal Shah was taken into
police remand for five days for
interrogations.

Lok Sabha passes
places of
worship bill

NEW DELHI, Sept 10: The
Lok Shabh today passed a cru-
cial bill on the maintenance of
status of places of worship
after a heated debate and re-
peated clashes between the
Congress-], National Front-left
party combine and the BJP
members who walked out be-
fore it was put to vote, reports
PTI.

The bill seeking to maintain
status quo of places of worship
as on August 15m 1947, bar-
ring the Ayodhya temple was
approved by a voice vote after
rejecting the amendments
moved by the BJP, the Janata
Dal the IUML (Indian
Union Muslim League).

During the furious two-day
discussion, tempers ran high
and the house witneased un-
precedented seense with an-
gry members ently inter-
rupting each other and the
BJP and the Janata Dal mem-

bers nearly coming to blows. I

Supporters
centre of

Georgian President Zviad Gamsakhurdia s
on Monday. Gamsakhurdia ordered his troops back to their barracks

hﬁa et

claiming they were plotting a coup.
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Lenin’s body
From Page 1 Col. 8

moment, when most of the
ple loved this man In-
nitely,” CGubenko said. "This
was Lhe man who gave hopc to
destitute, {lliterate, hungry
people — a hope that thetr lot
might improve. It's not his
fault that his followers have
distorted his theoretical be-

lefls and hopes.”

Leningrad Mayor Anatoly
Sobchak, a radical member of
the Soviet Parliament, sug-
gested last week that Lenins's
body be removed. He said that
it was Lenin's wish to be
buried next to his mother In
Leningrad's Volkhevskoye
Cemctery.

President Mikhatl
Gorbachev said the subjcct
should be dealt with by the
new Supreme Soviet legisla-
ture,

"I would kecp the mau-
solcum as an historical monu-
ment ol our peoples,” said
Gubenko. "1 don't agree with
Sobchak here. Maybe [ still
have some spiritual conser-
vatism left, but in general I'm
conservative by nature.”

Since his death in 1924,
Lenin’'s embalmed body been
on display in a glass case in-
side the marble mausoclcum. It
is one of the most sacred
Sovict shrines and still draws
thousands of Soviet and foreign
tourists.

Asked whether all the thou-
sands of Lenin monuments
across the country should be
preserved, Gubenko said a
special committee addressed
the issue scveral years ago.

"We'have spoken about re-
moving these monsters, those
cliche | llyichs (Lenins) stand-
ing there with pointing hands.
We spoke of a maximum rc-
striction of the the number of
Lenin monuments on the basis
of their artistic value.”
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From Page 1 Col. 7
and gas supply and othcr civic
amcnities in the arcas which
had been relcased of govern-
ment lease.

The Prime Minister also
asked the Rajuk authoritics to
handover without any delay
the lands to the allottees in
Uttara in the second phase of
allotment.

She told the authorities (o
start development work
there including the land de-
velopment. She said all civic
amenities should be ensured
in the areas.

Begum Zia asked the
Education Ministry to establish
a primary school in the Uttara
extension arcas and a school
from class six to 12 in Uttara.
Begum Zia directed the con-
cerned authorities to take

infdatives to solve water-log-
ging and other problems

faced by the inhabitants of
Uttam.

The Prime Minister asked
for preparation of a list of
damagcd roads across the
country which necded repair
and renovation. She told the
authoritics to make the prior-
ity list of the cracked roads
rcconstruction and
rcpair. She had earlicr di-
rccied the city mayor to pre-
parc a similar list for Dhaka
City arcas.

The Prime Minister said a
primary school would be
opcned at Hazaribagh where
the children of workers would
gct education.

She rccalled her recent

| visit to the northern arcas of

the country and said many
roads and structures including
school§, madrasas and
mosques necded renovation
and rcpair in the arcas. In thjs
contest, she paid the guide-
lincs of her government's all

Five more roads

— AFP photo
devclopment policy would be
to ensure wel of the com-
mon

She said the dilapidated
roads and other structures
would be repaired and recon-
structed on priority basis.

Begum Zia advised the city
mayor to take all necessary
initiative to solve water-log-
ging problems and ensure
proper garbage disposal sys-
tem in the capital.

She underscored the need
for clcaning the derelict ponds
and ditches of the city on
regular basis.

The Prime Minister asked
the concerned authorities (o
carry out the maintenance
work of the roads properly
aller construction.

She directed to start con-
struction and repair work In
full swing immediately aflter
the rainy scason all over the
country.

The meeting was held as a
follow-up of the Prime
Minister's visit to different
arcas ol the capital Monday.
She had visited the places to
sce the condition of the roads
and water-logging problems.
She was concerned o see the
plight of the general pcople in
these areas.

The meeting was informed
that Taka 11 crore had ‘been
sanctioned for the rehabilita-
tion, reconstruction and ir
ol educational institutions af-
fected in the recent cyclone
and flood in Chittagong and
Khulna divisions. Taka four
crore had been sanctioned for
similar work for the rest of
the country.

The Prime Minister di-
rected the concerned authori-
tics to expedite the educa-
tional institutions devclop-
ment  programme all over the
country.

Ganges basin

From Page 1 Col. 7
disrupted. ’
Our Thakurgaon Corres-
pondent Reports: Low-lying

upazilas where about (five
thousand affected people have
taken shelter.

UNB adds: Low-lying arcas

area of the Thakurgaon town _gof Rajshahi city went under

have becn inunda due tor
incessant rainfall of seven days.
In Ranishankail and Pirganj
upazila, standing crops on 20
thousand acres of land have
been submerged. Two
thousand kutcha houses were
totally destroyed by flood.

Railway line between
Parbatipur and Panchagarh
have been submerged In
waler causing suspension of
train services.

The overall flood situation
in Chapainawabganj' deterfo-
rated further Tuesday. 40
unions are now under flood
waters from the swelling
Mahananda, flowing 93 cm
above danger level. Road link
between Dhaka and
Chapainawabganj has been
snapped. Three more persons
were drowned In flood waters
which so far affected nearly
one lakh people and damaged
over two thousand hoses to-
tally and anothers four thou-
sand partly, district control
room said.

Eight camps were opcned
Tuesday in Sadar and Sibganj

kmee-decp water while about 2
lakh people remained ma-
rooned as the late-monsoon
flood took an alarming turn in
the district.

The mighty river Padma,
fed with rains and onrush of
waters from across the border
through the Farakka Barrage
on the Ganges, swelled further
by 13 cm during last 24 hours
and was flowing 43 cm above
danger level here, Water Board
and local sources said.

A minor boy was drowned
Tuesday at Matikata village in
Godagari upazila.

One more reliefl centre was
opened in the upazila Tuesday

bringing the total to 4 to shel-
ter incrcasing number of

homeless people.

Death toll in the [lood-hit
arcas of Sirajganj district rose
to scven with the drowning of
a seven-year old boy in
Kashrabari village of Kazipur
Upazila Tuesday.

Flood situation in the dis-
trict continued to deteriorate
as the tributaries of the river
Jamuna started to swell and

flood

submerge new areas during
the last couple of days.

About 20,000 pcople in 150
villages of the five worst al-
fected upazilas of Kazipur,
Chowhali, Belkucht,
Shahjadpur agpd Raiganj have
been marooned.

Four more pcople died
while some 50,000 villagers
remained marooncd in the
worst hit Su ar, Iswardi,
Sathia,” Faridpur, Bhangura,
Bera and the Sadar upazilas of
Pabna.

With Tuesday olflicial report
of four deaths, one from
drowning and three from di-
arrhoeal outbreak, the death
toll was 27.

Sources at the Civil Surgeon
oflice said a medical team had
been sent to the aflected area.

In Manikganj about 25
thousand people have been
marooned in char areas of
Harirampur, Daulatpur and
Shibalaya upazilas leaving as
many homcless.

The overflowing Padma and
the Jamuna swelled further
Tuesday amid incessant rains.

BIWTA sources said num-
ber-1 ghat at Aricha was de-
clared closed to ferry services
Tuesday noon due to rough
weather.

Committee for
railway uplift
formed

The government has consti-
tuted a 14-member committee
headed by the Communications
Minister to render advice to
various programmes of the
Bangladesh Railway for giving
further momentum to its over-
all activitics and making it a
public welfare sation in
real terms free from losses,
reports BSS.

The committee will evaluate
the present rail communica-
tion and nt system
and put s recommenda-
tions to government with
necessary changes and addi-
tions in public interest, ac-
cording to a press release is-
sucd by the Raflway Division of
the Communications Ministry.

The meeting of the com-
mittee will be held once In ev-
ery three months.

Hunger strike

for reopening
JN College

By Staff Correspondent

Progotisheel Chhatra Oikya
a local alliance of nine students
organisations of Jagannath
University College excluding

- *JCD and BCL(S-A), organised a

token hunger strike on
Tuesday in front of the
National Press Club demanding

reopening of the college and
other educational institutes.

They alse demanded arrest
of armed hooligans to ensure
peaceful academic atmosphere
at the countries educational
institutions.

A total of 45 workers of the
nine organisations partici-
pated in the token hunder
strike from 10 am to 5 pm.

The college was closed on
June 15 following a bloody
clash between the workers of
JCD and BCL (S-A).

Jiang calls for
improved ties
with Washington

BEWING, Sept 10: China's
Communist Party chicl called
today for improved ties with
Washington cﬂlﬂng a mceting
with former US Secerctary of
State Henry Kissinger, archi-
tect of normalisation of Sino-
US ties 20 years ago, reports
Reuter.

Party General Sccretary
Jiang Zemin urged a resump-
tion of normal ties, su
by Washington after China's
hardline leaders ordered
troops and tanks to crush stu-
dent-led protests for democ-
racy centired in Betjing's
Tianamen Square in June
1989. |

"We have every reason to
normalise our relations,” Jiang
was by national televi-
sion as telling Kissinger.,

“We have no difficulty in re-
lumtnge high-level contacts
with t United States. "
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Iraqi troops cross into Kuwait

KUWAIT,

Sept 10 : Iraql troops crossed the border into
today and killed a security forces officer.

‘A Kuwati security officer was killed in a clash with Iragis
who inflitrated Kuwait's northern border.” Two Iragis were

wounded in the fighting and a third was

, Cabinet

Allairs Minister Dhari Abdullah Al-Othman told Kuwaftf
Agency (KUNA). reports Reuter.

Nawaz Sharif shuffles cabinet

ISLAMABAD, Sept 10 : Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz _
Shartl appointed nine new ministers and 18 new ministers
of state today in his first cabinet shuflle since coming to

10 months ago. For the first time in the country's

the leftist Awami Party

. which has long favoured better

relations with the Soviet Union and India, reports AFP.

Storming of Hazratbal shrine

SRINAGAR, Sept 10 : Muslim militants enforced a general
strike today to protest the of the Hazratbal shrine,
_m-;mdhcu.rh-rnr Mohammad (Pbuh is
reported htpl.bylndlulmn-lﬂmmhm
overnight in Kashmir. of people came out of their
homes into the streets of Srinagar. To back the militan-
enforced strike in the valley's 28 towns and cities, report
AFP.

Drug menace Hasina
anhth:ICol.Tf - From Page | Col. 8
motivate the members of t villages wunder Kotalipara
public against drug addiction. upazila following a m’.ﬂh

Meanwhile, a report of the .y 4 was very much unfortu-.
US State Depagment circu- natc and called upon all pa-
lated among the pa nts of iriotic and conscious people to
the workshop totally blacked against such incidents in
out Bangladesh from the list of N .
victims. ‘'When asked, the US m
oflicials too expressed their and
surprise. They assured this it PImER €0 S
correspondent they would look compensation victims
into it. The International =

Narcotics Contrel Strategy
Report, as it is called, gives a
picture of global drug situation
and will act as a guide-
linc for American assistance to
countries with drug abuse
problem.

The two weck workshop,
organised by the Voice of
America (VOA) In cooperation
with the United States
Information Agency, is being
participated by Bangladesh,
Nepal, Pakistan, Barbados,
Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia,
Ecuador, Isracl, Italy, Malaysia,
Mexico, the Netherlands,
Nigcria, Panama, Peru, Poland,
Portugal, Spain, the United

Kingdom, the USSR and
Venczucla.
Weather conditions (n

Southeast Asia have caused an
important drop in opfum pro-
duction in the region. Except
for Burma, opfum poppy culti-
vation was down in the Golden
Triangle countries. Poppy
ficlds under cultivation in Laos
fell from 42,000 hectares in
1989 to 30,500 hectares in
1990. In Thailand, the 4,000
hectares found in 1989
dropped to 3,500 hectares last
ar

Chakma refugees

From Page 1 Col. 5

facing many problems because
of their presence.

According to the Indian
ncwspaper report, the Tripura
Chiel Minister is trying to ex-
ert pressure on the central
government of India to settle
the fssue during the next high-
level talks with Ban

Majumder sald when the
refugees first arrived in .1986
it was expected that they
would return with the im-
provement of the situation in
Chittagong Hill Tracts’. But
now it appears they have al-
most sctiled in the state. The
refugees have foiled all efforts
to send them back. This can- |
not be tolerated for long,
Majumder added, aceording to
the Ananda Bazar Patrika of
Calcutta.

frshad : Gold smuggling

'From Page 1 Col. 4
Haque saying, "at last | have
bcen put in the dock along

with these persons (others
“accused in this case)".
However , Ershad was given

his arm chair just outside the
‘accused box' while the other
five accused were standing in
the dock. :

During the court proceed:-
ings Ershad was seen always
talking with the lawyer of
Mogqsudur Rahman who was
sitting just beside the dock.

At the beginning of the
case, Mlttl.u#'l lawyer
Advocate S uddin Mukul
stood up and submitted to the
court that they did not get the
copy of the statement of the
accused Under Section 164
before the police. He was fol-
lowed by Atﬁgmtc Altaf, lawyer
of Ashrafuddin Ahmed

Sikander and Advocate Nazrul
Islam, Dcfence Counscl of Abu

Taher. |

Advocate Rukonudding who
is defending the two foreign-
ers did not attend the court.
British national Anthony
Chalkar who was looking a bit
aggressive, abused the police
just after his entering the
‘accused box saying,’ "I do not
trust police.” He submitted to
the judge that he wanted to
talk to his lawyer for at least
two hours. ‘

Judge A T M Fazle Kabir
then asked Chiel Prosecution
Counsel of this case Public
Prosecutor Abdur Razzak Khan
about the statement under
Section 164.

The Public Prosecutor
replied that the certified
copics of the case documents
were available now and those
could be obtained by the de-
fence at time.

P P Khan also assured the
two foreigners that they would
be given the opportunity to
talk to their lawyers. Chalkar
and Rudigard were arrested on
July 16 last year by the Airport
Customs with 3000 tolas of
gold worth Taka 2.4 crore.

Later, Ershad's Chief
Defence Counsel Advocate
Sirajul Haque submitted to the
court, "We really still do not
know what is the case against
Ershad.” He said that another
seven days’ time would be
necded to obtain the certified
copies of the case and other
documents.

He also drew the attention
of the eourt and the concerned
authorities to the accommoda-
tion problem of the Court. He

said, "This is not the way to
hold such a big case.” He also
urged the Attorney General to
try to shift the Court to a bet-
ter place.

Rep to Advocate Sirajul
Haque's observation At
General Aminul Haque said
that all attention had been
given to shilt the Court to a
better place. He said that the
government was: also aware of
this situation and looking for a
spacious place to accommo-
date the Court. _

The trial of the smuggling
case had begun on February 2,
1991 which was suspended on
May 12, 1991 for further in-
vestigation. The CID investiga-
tion team submitted the sup-
plementary chargesheet after
necessary Investigation on
August 3] implicating deposed
President Ershad. |
- Accused Ershad in the doch.
was heard telling the former
Alrport manager Ashraf, "Did
you say anything against me?
Otherwise, why have [ been
implicated?” . |

The case has been ad-
journced till September 23,

Gold seized

From Page 1 Col. 2

Singapore by Bangladesh
Biman flight at about 1.38am
Monday night and entered intg
terminal building of the air-
port. Later, he proceeded to-
ward transit lounge and ran
toward outgoing lounge
through stairs leaving his
briefcase in the crowded tran-
sit lounge.

The movement of Sajid
Hossain created suspicion in
the mind of a member of the
Customs surveillance team
Azizur Rahman Talukdar who
challenged him at the en-
trance of the ou lounge.

The plllﬂﬂé‘fﬂ ggldlyngl‘
Talukdar that had nothing
contrabands with him. '

Later, the passenger's body
was searched and 160 gold
bars each weighing about ten
tolas were recovered from iIn-
side his specially made jacket.
High oflicials of the airport
customs and officials of other
departments were present
during the recovery of the
gold.

It was apprehended that
the passenger was gquickly
moved towards owtgoing
lounge to handover the gold to
some other people or he him-
sell tried to go.out with the

gold.



