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Burmese junta to hold

Cory leads

rally to ratify

base treaty

MANILA, Sept :
President Corazon Aquin-n led
up te 100,000 people in a rally
here today (Tucsday) to call for
the ratification of a base treaty
with the United States as the
Philippine Senate prepared to

reject it, reports AFP.

Police said 100,000 pcople
turned up for the rally, whh:h
was held at centralirizal pa

~near the US Embassy cr.rmplcx
while independent estimates

gt the crowd at 40,000 to

In a bid to
"people

revive the
r" revolt that in-
stalled r as President in
1986, Aquino called for the
rally after the Senate rebuffed
her s to ratify the treaty,
which provides for a new 10-
E US lease on Subic naval

The ecrowd flew streamers
and waved posters reading "yes
to the treaty” and naming or-
Elnlllﬂﬂnl and companies

acking the treaty, while
speakers took turns in lam-
basting the Senate and warn-
ing of the consequences of re-
jection.

The Senate came out 12 to
11 against the trcaty in a pre-
liminary vote Hunday and

plans to debate it
The final vote is expected

to September 186, whcn the
current 25-ycar lease cxpires.

(BEIEFRY

tion leaders and

power for 10 years

BANGKOK, Sept 10 :
Burma's military juntn which
crushed an uprising for
democracy then ignored the
rcsults of a general election,
says it could hold power for 10
more ycars, rcports Reuter.,

“We cannot say for how long
we will be Incharge of the
statc administration. It might
be five years or 10,” junta
member Lieutenant Gencral
Aung Ye Kyaw told government
officials in the northern city of
Mandalay on Sunday. He reit-
erated the military's position
that it would not transfer
power until a new constitution
was in place.

A transcript of the speech,
which was broadcast on state
radio on Sunday, was scen in
Bangkok on Tuesday.

¢ junta seized power in
Scptember 1988 after sup-
pressing nationwide protests
and killing thousands of peo-
ple.

A general election was held
in May 1900 which the opposi-
tion National League for

Democracy won by a landslide.
The junta refused to had over

Instead it has arrested or
forced into exile most opposi-
it is now
training its sights on mer-
chants.

All:ﬂ:r Illl:lng power the junta

it would free up

AIDS kills AIDS Commission member:

Belinda Mason, the only

tey of a

republican state re

member of the US Commission on

prescntative,

coritracted the disease in 1987 after being given a blood
transfusion during the birth of her second child.
A writer and journalist, Mason was the director of a pro-

E

Bush
President Ronald Reagan

for AIDS patients in 1989 when President George
nnmdl:rtnﬂtMDSCnmmlu!nn set up by former

Leak in Dlscovery mslgmﬁcant

onday said a small leak, in the shuttle D'lncnchf:

nrrblu.'l ltncﬂng system was insignfficant and the agency

began

the countdown for a blast ofl at 6:57 pm [225? GMT)

Thursday with five astronauts and an obsecrvatory

called the

upper atmosphere research satcllite, reports AFP from Cape
Canaveral.

"We're

E

ready to go, anxious to go.” said test director Mike
-day mission was threatencd last week when tech-

nicians discovered a Ilcak in a hellum line valve. An alternative
line was avaflable, but the National Acronautics and
sAdminisiration [NASA) said it wanted both lines in working

condition.

Curfew in 29 districts of Croatia:

Croatian Interfor Minister lvan Vekic imposed a curfcw on 29

districts of the war-torn
ncws
HINA said the curfew §

republic
agency HINA reported, reports AFP from Zagreb.

, the oflicial Croatian
in areas where thcre has

hmlnmruhcmc“thnhmlnd&rhunm-
tionalists by the lederal army runs from 11:00 pm to

It-ﬂth:curh'-

because of the "critical sit-

* General Assembl

uvation and the danger to safety.”
The curfew was ordered in parts of Slavonia, and enclave
in Croatia which has a large Serblan population and has been

the scene of heavy fighting,
30 injured in Canadian train mishap:

Awuﬂnmﬂﬂdﬂm-mw near a rafl yard
i‘rquﬂn!r;nhuul 30 le, fire and hospital officials

MMmmhhTminlmﬂuﬁhB-r.mmry-
ing about 70 people when the crash occurred at about 2:45
pm said.

killed in the accident, ambulance oflicials said.
Fire crews and ambulances rushed to the accident scene
two s prepared to handle the in-

jured, said a spokesman at one of the hospitals, St Joseph's

General. X |
Bmkontailedu?upinMoacowmm

Soviet news agency TASS will
collaborate on a book about last month fafled coup attempt in
Network (CNN) said Monday, reports

the world the collapse of commu-
will include text and photos of the

The Vietnamese Minister arrived in China on
Sunday by road over pass linking the two countries

dubbed
m‘ lost

only fts cutting edge.
worked when hammered with On October. 4 Greenpeace
fist. It was all they could af- Wwill clock up #ts most notable
‘dfu success 1o date when 26 na-
‘ was on September 15, llons sign an environmental
971. Twenty years on, =accord in Madrid banning afl
Greenpeace has become the -ﬂ;hmhu
world's best known environ- least 50 years.
mental - pressure group with it is the culminatien of a

the economy, which had been
fettered by more than a quar-
ter of a century of incompe-
tent socialist central planning.

However, it has since had to
contend  with commodity
prices spiralling far beyond the
purchasing power of most
people.

Another junta member,
Major General Myo Hyunt. ac-
cuscd some political g E
and merchnntu of ullng the
economy as a political weapon.

To combat this, the junta
was implementing plans for

Baltic states
likely to get UN
membership

NEW YORK, (United

Nations), Scpt 10: The ncwly

ndent Baltic states most

likely will gain U.N. member-

ship at the opening of the

ge ptember

17, diplomats unid Mnndn}r.
reports AFP.

The U.N. Sccurity Council
was scheduled to meet
Tuesday to form a committce
to study the applications for
membership from Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia.

On Wednesday or Thursday,
the Security Council will hold's
formal session to dceide on
the matter, the diploats said.

Loyal members to
rebuild Soviet CP

MOSCOW, Sept
Members still Iuyal to t.hc dll—
graced Soviet Communtist
discussed plans to rebuild
rename it at an fllegal under-
ground meeting in Moscow at

the weekend TASS news
agcncy said on Monday, re-

ports Reuter.

It said delegates f[rom
Moscow, several Russian citics
and the Ukraine attended the
mecting at which some organ-
isers proposed renaming the
party 'the union of commu-
nists.”

The gathering was illegal
because the Soviet Parliament
has suspended all Communist
Party activities pending inves-
tigation of its role in last
month's fafled hardline coup.
The party has been banned
outright in several republics.

We do not want te revive
the former Communist Party of
the Soviet Union which was
fully discredited by its leader-
ship's policy, a member of the
clandestine organising com-
mittee told TASS.

But we favour the prompt
legalisation of the Communist
Pnr?, which can become a ma-

actor in stabilising the so-
cial and political life Iin the
country.

TASS said the sccret meet-

69 blacks killed in | Iraq likely to clash

military regiments to start
livestock breeding and other
agricultural programmes, he

told soldiers in Rangoon on

Sunday.
T'ne junta would take legal

action against those it blamed
for manipulating the economy,
he said.

Aung Ye Kyaw accused some
public servants of neglecting
their duties and of political in-
trigue.

"It will not be long before
these bad public servants face
tough action,"” he said. "We will
be taking actfon against those
who cannot give up their bad
habits."

Iiealth and Education
Minister Pc Thein told the
Mandalay mecting authoritics
would rcopen a college in the
city soon.

All schools and mlll:gl:s in
Burma were closed during the
1988 uprising and have gradu-
ally recopened since 1989.

Pe Thein said unless civil

servants remained loyal to the
administration, Burma could
face a repeat of the events of
1988.

"Il they feign ignorance and
act indecisively about taking
sides and try to cover up in-
stcad of exposing and report-
ing .... those carrying out sub-
versive activities, events simi-
lar to those in 1988 May re-
cur,” he said.

"ing appealed to communists to
sct up local committees and to
keep paying their regular party
duc¢s. It added that the ncw
party was likely to claim the
role of the Communist Party's
legal successor i the latter
dissolved itself or simply broke
‘up.

The putsch against Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev
was led by communist hardlin-
ers including his Vice-
President Gennady Yanayev,
Kecy Ministers and the Head of
the KGB Sccurity Police.

Furious over their betrayal,
Gorbachev quit leaders of the
party and ordcred the confis-
cation of its property, ellec-
tively destroying it as a pthI—
cal force.

Suspension of its activity
was the supreme humiliation
for the party that ruled all
spheres of Soviet life virtually
unchallenged for seven
decades.

It was also rich in irony.
The first Soviet communists
led by Viadimir Lenin were
forced to operate underground
for many years before the 1917
Bolshevik Revolution, holding
sccret mectings and publish-
ing clandestine newspapers to
promote their cause.

S African warfare

JOHANNESDBURG, Secpt 10:
Eleven more blacks have been
Kllied in the latest fNlare -up of
South Africa’'s political town-
ship warfare, taking the death
toll to 68 in the past two days,
police said today, reports
Reuter.

Witnesses said gunmen

rampaged through a late night

Soweto bound train on
mndly killing three pasaen-

le were shot and
hltht; in other townships
around Johannesburg while
others died in hospital from
injuries sustained during two
days of bloodletting."The situa-
tion is stable at present. A
large police presence is being
maintained, particularly at
raflway stations,” police Liason
Office Reg Crewe said.
iIn a » al supplement
headlined * enough for god's
sake enough”, South Alrica’s
biggest black daily, Saowetan,

asked: "Brothers , what are we
duimm type of people are

t we have turned, with
such unbelicvable savagery,
against ourselves? This eannot
be allowed to continue.”

The African Natfonal
Congress ( ANC), their main
rivals , the Inkatha Freedom
Party of Mangosuthu Buthelezt,
the nment and smaller
black parties have draft '
pcace proposals to be signed
on Saturday, but the violence
has resumed with renewed fe-

ru-ﬂﬂ .

lcaders said the carnage,
triggered by the cold-blodded
killing of 24 Inkatha support-
ers in the Johannesburg cast
township of Thokoza on
Sunday morning, appeared
aimed at wrecking the best
hope yet of reconciling their
warring followers.

The government has ap-
pealed for calm, and has given
police emergence powers of
search and arrest in four
Johannesburg townships and
extended existing
police in Soweto, the
country’'s larges black settle-
ment.

A law and order spokesman
said police re-enforcements
have been sent into the town-
.ships and were patrolling
strects and train stations.

lengthy md campaign to
rru(u:t ‘s last unsul-
ied continent. Greenpeace

spearheaded the campaign by
establishing a base camp on
the fce In 1987--the only non-
to do so.

“We spent an awful lot of
moncy on the Antarctic base
camp and there was a lot of
intcrnal angst as to whether #t
was the right thing to de.-
Stcve Sawyer, Executive
Director of Greenpeace
international, said in an inter-
view.

After Greenpeace’'s rapid

. prowth in the 1080s, Sa

now presides over a pro

radzcal cutting edge

sional stall of 92 at the group's
Amstcerdam arters.

His team coordinales the
often risky “direct actions”
which have become
Greenpeace’'s hallmark and an
increasing number of lobbying
and scientific campaigns.

Paul Watson, a founder
member who left Greenpeace
in 1977 to become its flercest
critic, believes it has become
a drag on the green move-

ment, sucking up funds which
could be tter used by
smaller groups.

“Oreenpeace is not what we
set it out to be and as far as |
am concerned IU's & betrayal of

WASHINGTON : US President George Bush answers a
reporters’ question September 9 on the Philippine Senate
voting to reject a new lease for a US naval base. The
Philippine legislators said they may defer a final decision
in. hopes Washington will reopén negotiations but
President Bush snid we've made our best offer.

— AFP/UNB photo

Subic base loss to be
a blow to US army

WASHINGTON, Secpt
The loss of Subic Naval Ham: tn
the Philippines would be a
major blow to thc US military
and would force it to scck less
attractive altermatives in Guam
and other sites in the region,
US oflicials say, reports AFP.
In a preliminary vote, 12 of
the Philippine Scnate's 23
members Monday rejected a
new military base treaty with
Washington, that would extend
by 10 years the US lease on
the sprawling Subic Bay Naval

-Base inexchange for a 2.2 bil-

lion dollar compensation pack-

With only cight "no” votes
nceded to scuttle the accord,
prospects for ratification pas-

sagc appearcd slim.
A final votes is to be held on

or before September 16,
when the current US.
Philippine 25-year basc

agreement expires,

"We've made our best ofler,”
President George Bush said
Monday, recferring to the
Philippine Scnators’ demand
for higher US Compensation.

“There will be no change on
the part of the United States,”
Dush said.

Defence Secretary Dick
Cheney called the decision by
the 12 Philippine Senators”
Extremely unfortunate” and re-

iterated U S Readiness to
withdraw from Subic and other
facilities if the new treaty was
not ratified.

He told US television this
would mean shifting more
forces to Guam, a US territory
in southwestern Pacific, and
conducting other deployments
“to make certain we're still
able to keep our commitments
in the region.”

A withdrawal from Subic
"could begins early as the 16th
of September and would take

a ycar to complete,” said Major
Doug Hart, a Pentagon
spokcsman.

He said subic's ship repair
and naval logistic support
unctions would then be trans-
ferred to "a varicty of diflcrent
places” such as Guam and
other foreign sites access to
which would have to “be nego-
,Jated through diplomatic
means.

US ollicials privatcly say
they remain hopeful the treaty
will eventually be ratificed, be-
causc Manila cannot afford the
massdive cconomic and [inan-
cial loss a US departure would
entail.

Washington has already
agreed to a complete with-
drawal its forces from Clark
Alr BDase,

with UN Council

UNITED NATIONS, Sept
10: Irnq appears headed fnr
another clash with the
Security Council by refusing
permission to UN stafl
searching for Baghdad's
weapons of mass destructon
to helicopters around the

| country, a UN oflicial said on

Monday, reports Reuter.

Diplomals said the Security
Council , led by Jean Bernard
Merimee of France, might dis
cuss the situation In private
on Tucsday, adding that the
United States and others con-
sidered the |raqi position an
infraction of council resolu-
tions.

Roll Ekeus, head of the UN

fal Commission In charge

of scrapping the weapons,

said his stafl had been negoti-
ating with Iraq.

"All modalities had been
sorted out on technical level
and then on the political level

decided over the weck-

" he said, adding that he

e
hoped Baghdad would change

its mind.
Germany has loaned three

helicopters to !hc UN Special

our original objectives,”
Watson who now runs hh oW
conscrvation group In Los
Angcles,

Swayer says Greenpeace's
critics have an overly .sentd
mental recollection of the pi
oncering carly days when a
hefly overdralt was the norm.

“I was there In the “goed
old days and they weren't that
good,” he satd.”

He contends that today's
more measurcd approach has
" we're less natve than we
were, that's no bad thing.® he
said

Although political lobbying

Cﬂmmlsslun in charge of

rapping Iraqi's nuclecar ma-
tt:rla , and chemical and hin-
logical weapons and ballistic
missiles so Lhey may survey Lhe
country. The hclicopters are

stationed In Turkey with
German crews,

An Auguslt 15 Sccurity
Council resolution demanded
that Iraq allow the UN tcams
to "conduct both fixed wing
and helicopter Mights through-
out Iraq for all rcicvant pur-
poses Including inspecction,
surveillance, aerial survey,
transportation and logistics
without interference of any
kind..

Iraq apparently reflused
landing rights for the heli-
copters lale last weck, saying
it could supply its own hell-
copters to UN teams and had

done so in the past, Ekcus
said.

One diplomat said the UN
Commission had asked
Germany for the helicopters
because the Irag! atrerall were
considered in poor condition.

There was no immediate

comment from Irag

is much more important than
it used 1o be, ﬂl‘t‘tl‘lp(‘ll."t is
staging more nonviolent dt-
rect action stunts than ever.

Detween 25 and 30 per
cent of the budget still goes to
maintain the flect of ships, re-
cently expanded to beight,
which patrol the seas high-
lighting environmental haz-
ards. '

The “peace” clement of
Greenpeace has laken a lower
profile recently with the end-
ing of the Cold War.

[hut the group continues to

campaign doggedly against
French nuclear weapons test-

ng

Off the Record

Wreckage of the Lost Squadron

ST. AUGUSTINE: Researchers who recovered the wreck-
age of a World War I[l-vintage airplané off the coast of Cape
Canaveral said Monday they believe lthclonpd to the le-
gendary Lost Squadron, reports AP.

The remains of the badly dct:riurahd Avenger torpedo
bomber were hoisted 390 feet {120 m:ttnl from the ocean
floor on Aug 13, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) off the
Florida coast by a group of aviation historians.

- "My partners and | believe this aircraft is indeed not only
one of Flight 19's ulrl::rul't. but a specific aircraft, FT-117 ,
ﬂuwnbyhhrlnc{:orpl Wﬂilnmﬁﬂwr:dr. said Jon F
Myhre, one of the group's ﬁl;u ' -

"We firmly believe that this is Indu:d the first aircraft of
Flight 19 that ditched almost 46 ago,” he said.

Stivers was the htn[nnl:ni the five Navy Avengers that
disappeared on D::r: 5, 1945 aller departing on a training
missfon from Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station.

The five aircralt carried 14 men, but no human remains
were found in the aircraft wreckage, which carried a crew of

three.
Life after retirement

BEWING: China's 87-year-old leader Deng Xiaoping. riscs
at six cach morning and rcads the papers twice a day, even
;:zl':?nugh he is officially retired, a newspaper said, rcports

uter ~

Alter waking early, Deng walks in the garden for hall an

hour before breakfast at eight, the Jinwan Bao from Tianjin

said in its Sunday edition, received in Beijing tnday

Deng has not been seen in public since Febru

There is constant E[H.‘.Cﬂllﬁﬂl'l about the health of the re-
tired lcadcr, belicved to still rule from behind the scenes.

The ncwspaper, which reprinted its report entitled
"Comrade Deng Xiaoping's day” from a Canton publimuun did
not say how upto-date its information was.

Rumours of Deng's death circulated in Asian financial mar-
kets last month but were denied by China.

Once a chain smoker, Deng successfully gave up the habit
two yecars ago, the newspaper said.

It said a Secretary reads Deng important national and tn-
ternational news, repeating items he wants to hear again.

Deng checks impeprtant official documents twice a day, in
the moming and before going to bed.

Cute little thieves

MIAMI : A trio of young girls with sweet smiles and polite
manners stole 1,200 dollars from elderly women by pretend-
ing to be lost, thirsty, or their grandchildren, police said on
Monday, reports Reuter.

The girls — two sisters aged 10 and 14, and a 14-year-old
[riend — spent the money on clothing, jewellery and food, a
North Miami Beach police spokeswoman said.

"They were so cute,” said one ol their victims, Goldie
Roper, 82, who let the girls into her flat after they turmed up
atl her door and one called her '‘grandmother’.

One of the girls said they stole about 1,200 dollars from
some 20 clderly women during the past two years while pos-
ing as grandchildren, complaining of thirst or pretending to
be lost.

The girls confessed after a suspicious neighbour tipped
buildings security guards and police, the spokeswoman said.
They were charged with grand theft, criminal conspiracy and
petty theft.

BEIRUT Zian Khatib, the winner nf the mmpeut.mn fur
the longest moustache in Lebanon proudly shows his 83
cm appendages during a special programme on Lebanese
Television, devoted to records for different items in

Lebanon. — AFP/UNB photo

Life at Buckingham Palace

LONDON: Life inside Buckingham Palacc is so carefully ar-
ranged that when Prince Charles wants to meet his mother,
Quecn Elizabeth I, he has to send her a written request, a
new book says, reports AP

"It sounds extraordinary but it's truc. Life at the palace is
carcfully timed and arranged by memos,” said Andrew
Morton, a British journalist who has reported about the royal
family for 10 ycars,

“It's an antediluvian system but it's developed over cen-
turics and it works,” the journalist said. He rclates the story
in his scventh book about the royal f[amily, “Inside
Buckingham Palace.”

There was no hope of getting the story confirmed from the
palace itscll. "We ncver say anything about books written about
the royal family, " said spokesman Dickie Arbiter,

Morton's ncws agency, Palace Press, {s solely dcvoted to
the royal family's doings. He said calls from the international
media for storics about the [amily are endiess.

. "Inside Buckingham Palace™ will be published September
19 by Michael O' Mara Books Ltd and by Summit Books on
New York at the end of October.

Grey zones of history

MOSCOW : Former Soviet dissident Viadimir Bu said
on telcvision Monday that opening KGB files could throw light
on scveral grey zones in history including riddies such as the
1963 assassination of US President John Kennedy and the
1934 killing of one of Stalin’s rivals, Sergei Kirov, reports
AFP. -

The writer was talking with the newly-appointed KGB
chicl Vadim Bakatin who provided Soviet viewers with a rare
vicw of their secret police chiel engaged tn public conversa-
tion.

Bukovsky, who in 1976 was freed from a Soviet jail and al-
lowed to fice to exile in the west in a deal involving Chilean
Communist Luis Corvalan, urged the opening of the KGB
archives to clear up such matters as the killing of Len
Party chiefl Kirov whose murder sparked the purges that
swecpt away the bulk of the Bolshevik Old Guard in the 1930s.

The killing was long belicved to have been ordered by
Stalin, Jealous of Kirov's popularity and keen to remove a po-
tential rival.

-
Conservative s' conference
PARIS: Russian President Doris Yeltsin is expected to spell
out his post-Communist vision of the Sovict Union this weck
as conservative European leaders meet to weigh the breakup

of the continent’s largest power, s AP.
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of lsracl and the

the breaka Yu republics of Croatia and Slovenia will
also attend 14th conference of the European Democratic
Unfon that ns A :

Yeltsin rallted to the hard—line Communist

op
cou hﬂtMlﬁMtWM‘

&neeulhied he has been the force a
rapid succession of reforms to dismantle the Communist

republics.

Yeltsin will explain his views on the future of the Soviet
Union to conference participants, who include 11 heads of
state or government and the leaders of 31 political parties,

said .

The collapse of the Soviet Union and the ¢ ng
European security situation will be the major themes of the
throe day conference, hosted by Paris Mayor Jucques Chiree
- - I. A JEN. TN LAY VAL . PATLY .




