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Boost for Some, Warning
for Others

The by-elections being held today is something

akin to a public opinion poll — though In limited

areas only — an the performance of our leading

political parties. Major parties contesting for the
11 seats are BNP, AL, JP and Jamaat.

For the ruling BNP the by-election results will
amount to a miniverdict on its performance in
power. People's perception of BNP's transforma-
tion from a party in the opposition (against the
Ershad regime) to one in power will be reflected
in the way the voters tum up to elect BNP candi-
dates. Given the history of Bengalis to generally
vote against the ruling party, the BNP has a difli-
cult task. But it can and has made the case that
though it was in power it did not enjoy the full

tives of an elected party since all powers
continued to be concentrated in the hands ol the
President. The argument is valid and the public
must consider this factor in passing their judge-
ment. Like all elected parties the BNP also has
achievements up its sleeves as it has failures —
the situation in the campus being the principal
one among them. However, there has been no
indication so far of any major shift in public ac-
ceptance of the BNP as compared to before.

For the AL — the main opposition party — the
by-election presents an opportunity to test its
popularity with the people. Having been caught
totally by surprise by its defeat in the February
election, it was expected that AL would improve
its campaign tactics and not make the mistakes
that had cost it so dearly the last time. Whether it
was successful in those mistakes we
will know only alter the election results come
out. Is the AL chiefl's raising the issue of rigging in
the election in several of her recent speeches any
indication ol what she is likely to say il the out-
come should go against her party ?

For the discredited Jatiya Party chairman, the
by-elections at ur is his last opportunity to
prove that he is still a factor in national politics. If
his party is able to retain all the four seats being
contested there, it will be a sure indication of his
continuing popularity. In case of defeat in all the
four seats, it will mean the permanent eclipse of
Ershad as a political factor. Anything in between
will perhaps help to linger his memory for a
while.

If the ruling party should lose more seats than
it had before, it will serve as a warning to per-
form better. If, on the other hand, the gain is big-
ger it will be a very helpful boest to the Prime
Minister. It will strengthen her hands to go for-
ward with more speed and boldness in some ar-
eas that need her urgent attention.
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“The signilicance of the current by-elections is
that, for all concerned, it will serve as an early
warning il are going the wrong way or as a
useful boost, if they are doing the right things.

Data on Population

The Rotary Club of Metropolitan Dhaka de-
serves a pat on the back for its plan to set up a
population data bank in every village of Bang-
ladesh. One assumes that it will take years to
cover the whole country and that the organisation
will need considerable manpower and substantial
funds to make a success of this unique venture.
We believe, it has both — plus patience — neces-
sary for giving a sound concept a practical shape.

Information is an essential tool for bringing
about almost any kind of social change. This is
particularly true in the case of population plan-
ning and more so in a country like Bangladesh
where vastly illilerate masses are reluctant to
provide basic data about themselves for re-.
scarchers. This means, like researchers, policy-
makers often work in an information vacuum, re-
lying on guesses, sample surveys and out-dated
second-hand sources. '

Even in recent past, organisations working in
population-planning bodies had problems not
only in obtaining all the relevant data but also in
securing reliable statistics even on such basic
questions as the overall population growth,
changes in the age structure and trends in mi-
gration from rural areas to urban centres.

We had hoped, as we had mentioned in one of
our editorials, that the authorities would use the
last census to [ill in the gaps in our information
about our people. In our view, it was not enou
to know the number of births and ‘deaths in the
couniry or in a particular district, about child
mortality or the changing -longevity of people. To
obtain a ‘complete socio<economic picture, an
ingredient in population planning, it
was also important to know more than we do to-
day about the state of rural health, the education
sector, the distribution of incomes and even
about ownership of land. For instance, it is gen-
erally assumed but seldom proved with the help
of reliable statistics that over 70 per cent of our

live below the level of absolute poverty.
statistics by the last census have
Teither proved nor disproved this assumption.

The Rotary Club probably knows that it has un-

dertaken a challenging assignment in planning
the setting up of population data banks in
Bangladesh. Let it be ambitious enough to embark
on
official statistics, on a wide range of sub-
position
to rely on assistance of fellow-Rotarians in other
countries where similar ventures have been suc-'

ry Club
| project as
one of immense value to researchers, opinion-
makers and even government leaders, in the field

on its own data collection, instead of relying

existing
Jects. In this connection, the Club is in a

cessfully accomplished. In short, the
of Metropolitan Dhaka should treat th

of population planning in Bangladesh.

HE International Litera-
cy Day which fs observed
every year on 8 Septem-
ber is a sad reminder that
there are today about a billion
people in the world who are
{lliterate. This is all the more
sad because the map of fllitera-
cy closely coincides with the
maps of poverty, malnutrition,
i :Ah.h and infant mortality
concentrated in the develop-
ing countries. Hence in the
typical case, the illiterate is
not unable to read and
write, tﬂ: — and more
commonly ~ I8 poor, hun-
gry. vulnerable to discase, and
uncertain about the future.

Accord to Bangladesh
census of 1981, 76.20
cent of the population ..ur:
years and above wore flliterase.
Based on the lacst figures
published by DBangladesh
Bureau of Staflistics there are
today over 60 million
illiterates aged 5 years and
over with women forming two-
third of the total.

Many of us who are edu-
cated and well placed in life
feel a moral responsibility to
free the country from the
curse of {lliteracy.

Il we look back, we find
that as ecarly as 1909, a pro-
gramme (o establish night
schools for educating the adult
was started in this sub-conti-
nent. But it fafled to make
much he due to lack of
political will and strong public
support under an alien rule.

During the 80's sporadic at-
te s were made to launch
adult education programme
through private efforts. We are
all familiar with the nu:‘ur
Mr Bivar, an Englishman a
retired member of the Indian
Civil Service who established a
literacy centre in Dhaka in
1956. He was also directly in-
volved in the formation of East
Pakistan Adult Education Ce-

operative Society. In 1064, Mt-

abolis in er in 1964, a
project adult educa-
t was started under the
Pakistan Academy for Rural
Development in Comilla (now
BARD). It continued in a halt-
ing manner In some seclected
arcas till 1980 when a national
mass education programme to
make 40 million people aged
11-45 years lterate in course
of five ycars was launched. As
the programme was lllnl‘::
momcntum it was termina
in 1982 aller the assassination
of President Ziaur Rahman un-
der whose initiative the cam-
paign was started. Attempis
were made to revive the pro-
gramme in 1984-85, and an
action plan was drawn up by
the Ministry of Education in
collaboration with UNESCO
and UNDP. But it was not fol-
lowed up. In the vacuum many
NGOs started functional liter-
acy programme in their arcas

of operation, integrating it
with other development activi-
tiecs. In the process they
gained valuable experience iIn

the development of literacy

and post literacy materials, the
training of facilitators and su-
pervisors, curriculum devel-
opment and monitoring and
supervision. The NGOs thus
represent a useful resource

which a national programme
can utilise.

Present Status
The present status of the

literac programme {in
B‘.ndl:Llh is that the gov-

ernment announced a 3-year
mass education programme in
1987 to be implemented dur-
ing 1988-90. The stated ob-
i the ll%
rate among -

of population, and

establish a viable institu-
tional/organisational frame-
work for the implementation
of a national literacy pro-
gramme suitable for the pre-
sent as well as the future. In
the first year, 64 upazilas —
one from each district — were
to be seclected, and 60 centers
catering for 40 learncers cach
were o be set up in each of
those upazilas. By the third
ycar all the 460 upazilas were
to be covered. Besides, NGOs
assisted by govt subventions
were to make an additional

of 3

-oul

the life of the project
ycars. Assuming a d

ratc of 33% a total of

1.3 million adults were to be
madc Iterate. The me
went into full tation

in October 1989, and to-date it

has been extended to 27 upazi-
las with a plan to add another
16 upazilas in the coming year.
Early assessment shows that
only a fraction of even this
small programme could so far
be . With the re-

govt
general clection, launching of

an expanded mass education
programme {s being talked

The foregoing history of

adult education docs not give
much comlfort to the
and implementers the fu-

ture gramme. The main
law of this unsatisfactory per-
formance have been the lack of
political will and determined
efforts excepting for a brief
period of 2 years in early 80's
when the only national cam-
for mass M was
unched. The success of adult
education programme in

Tanzania and South Korea
proves the point.

in 1961 at independence
the illiteracy rate in Tanzania

was 75%, a figure, close to that
of Bangladesh. While introduc-

speit out in the Arusha

Declaration of 1967 -brd
Tanganyika A rlctbn’

National Union ([(TANU). In
December 1970, the President

enrolled in a class which meet
thrice a week for two hours
ecach . The estimated num-
ber of fllitcratcs 10 and
older at the time of

the campaign in

1971 was 5.2 million. By 1981
the enrolmen{ reached about
8.1 milllon. Three national
lests were conducted In
1975,1977 and 1981, all in
August. By 1981 the tlliteracy
rate was reduced to Z1% [rom
75% in 196]1.0ne of the most
important devélopments of the
mass campaign is that
the country has achieved
Universal Primary Education.
By 198].the enrolment reac-

Jomtien, Thafland 5-9 March
1990.

2.34,000 adults litcrate during ing the first 5-year develop- hed 97% of all the primary Te be concluded tomorrow

- A Furt

ARIS — After a long

period of neglcct, Cen-

tral Asian studies are
caning back Into their own, a
proccss assisted by organised
international gatherings and
tours.

The revival of intcenational
interest comes at a significant
point in the history of the re-
gion. The recent momentous
political changes in the Sovicl
Union could wcll result in the
creation, or recrcation, of
whole nationalities and fully
independent states in Central
Asia. The more that is known
of the arca, in all ficlds of
learning and inquiry, the bet-
ter.

The neglect can be traced
back to the ending of British
imperial rule in India. Another
factor lavouring the decline
was Moscow's obscssion with
sccurity in the region, which
eflfectively placed it "ofT limits”
to many scholars and scien-
lists. For a revival, "openncss”
[or glasnost) was needed: and
this of course has come about,
gradually but steadily, in thc
Gorbachev era of reform.

A wclcome contribution to
the renaissance of Central
Asfan studics has comc from a
project known as the "Intcgral

Study of the Silk Roads: Roads
of Dialogue,” consisting of voy-
ages and journcys of discovery
and rediscovery. A third stage
of this project, a two-month
expedition across the steppes
of Soviet Central Asia, was suc-
cessfully completed on June
18.

The project was devised by
UNESCO, the United Nations
Educational, Scicntific and
Cultural Organisation hcad-
quartered herc in Paris.

Equally successful and exciting
were the two previous stages: a
journey from Xf'an to Kashgar
across the descrts of China in
1990; and a [ive-month sea
voyage between Venice and
Osaka that finished last March.

Scholars and scientists
from more than 24 natfons
took part in the third expedi-
tion, which extended from
Ashkabad in the Turkmenistan
Republic to Alma Ata in the
Rcpublic of Kazakhstan — a
distance of more than 12,000
kilometres.

Forty-four forecign speccial-
ists were able to work for two
months alongside 45 Sovict
scicntists; visit sites they had
only known previously through
publications; participate in two
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Talks on BTV

Sir, The talks and discus-
sions conducted by BTV is of
the "Radio® type, that is, with
eyes closcd, one could [ollow
the programme by the cars
only. The potcntialitics of the
visual medium are not uscd.

Such programmes should
use audio-visual materials and
techniques, such as charts,
graphs, drawings, insects,
slide /fopaque projcctors, com-
puter animation, sound ellects,
sketches, photos. Even a white
board could be used by the
speaker.

The talkers come prepared
only with the seript. As a mat-

| ter of policy thety should be

instructed well in advance to
prepare audio-visual presenta-
tions. The producer of the
programme could provide
technical advice, guidance, and
assistance for rrr.-parntinn and
presentation of the material.

A Viewer
Dhalea. i )
Traffic-jam

Sir, Have you ever heard
about 'Kathalbagan jam’' or have
you ever been in it? I not then
I am sure, you do not travel
through Green Road. While
driving via Green Road | was in
that ‘jam’ in the morning at 10
a.m., in the middle of the day
at 1 p.m. and also in the
evening at 7 p.m. That means
you never know when the tral-
fic jam would detain you on
Green Road near Kathalbagan
and for how long. You will have
to wait sitling tight in your car
or rickshaw without knowin
what is happening. You wou
sce some riders are standing
on their rickshaws to assess
the length of the obstruction.
You may sce some young men
with ‘lathi’ trying to 'animate’
the rickshaws and other vehi-
clcs and after waiting for some
time (once 1 waited for 45

minutes] movement suddenly
would start. Twice | had to

money to the young men

for helping us to be rescucd
from the jam but I have ncver
secn any traflic police to deal
with the situation. [ have tried
to enquire by sending my
driver but [ailed to locate the
source-point for the jam. But
certainly there are reasons be-
hind it, and ways to solve the
problem. If it is the crossroads
of Ka then traffic au-
thorities should put a traflic
police to control the move-
ment. If it is the push-carts
lying by the side of the road
narrowing the passage, then
somebody should arrange for
removal of those. Parking by
the side of the road should be
prohibited in case it is the
cause of the jam.

Munira Khan
23, Green Road, Dhaka.

Boundary wall

Sir, . For the last scvcral
years, Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute (College), Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar, Dhaka has been
approaching the authoritics to
get a fund the construction
of its boundary wall. At pre-
sent, there 1s no boundary wall
of the college. As a result, out-
siders easily cnter the campus.
There is no security ol the col-
lege properties, residential
halls and quarters. The num-
ber of theft cascs during these
ycars have increascd alarm-
inﬁly‘ Even the police person-
nel faces trouble during sccu-
rity operations because the
campus {s not protected by
concrete boundary walls,
Trespassers, often destroy or
damage :xﬁ:rimtntal plot,
fruit and wer trees and
plants. |

Even almost all schools in
the city of Dhaka have their
boundary walls but it is a mat-
ter of great pity that Bangla-
desh Agricultural Institute
being the country's oldest
educational institution has yct

to have its boundary wall

M. Zahidul Haque -

Bangladesh
Institute, Dhaka-1207.

by a Special Corréspondent

Renewed cultural interest in a neglected
part of the world has come at a time when
that region is likely to experience. far-
reaching political change

intcmational seminars at Khiva
and Alma Ata; and discover the
traditienal cultures of these
regions.

At the end of the expedi-
tion, the scientific tcam sub-
mitted 16 pr:?:cl proposals,
ranging from conservation
of some 30 sites along the
route, to the publication or
popularisation of knowledge on
Central Asia and the estab-
lishment of centres for Central
Asian studics,
Roads sccretariat

One of the aims commen to
all these proposals is the pro-

Recent breathtaking uphea-
vals in Sovict Union are so
dramatic and sweeping, it is
quite difficult to pause and
take stock of things objec-
tively. In such circumstances
any serious dcbate is exposed
to the risks of being influenced
by passion more than . In
spite of being fully aware of
such eventualities it is
nonetheless tempting to pick
up the challenge of dissecting
apparent collapse of socialism.

Apart from regular flood of
reports, rather bombardment,
on every little nail put into the
coflin of socialism we
have access to inner dynamics
and dimensions of the inten-
sive power struggle presently
shaking the Sovict Union to its
foundations. However it is not

{ impossible to analyze diflerent

trends and conflicts within a
given social context at a par-
ticular time of that society's
advancement applying Marxian

dialcetics.
The bitter power struggle

that raged through rank and
file of the Bolsheviks from
1923 to early 1929 has been
termed by historians as the
period of the great debate.
Trotsky's vibrant concept of
perpetual world wide revolu-
tion was countered by Stalin's
asscrtion that it i{s possible to
build socialism in one country.
While Trotsky, conducive with
his line of thinking was in
favour of immediate socializa-
tion of all means of produc-
tion, Stalin very intriguingly
along with Bukharin strongly
favoured continuation of NEP.
NEP was introduced by Lenin
in 1922 after going through
the horrilying experiences of
war communism period of
1918 to 1921. By middle of ‘21
he was convinced socialism
was not round the corner. It
was more or less a policy to
enhance private peasant econ-
omy which Lenin very rightly
envisioned should be pursued
for generations. To- him collec-
tivization was voluntary partic-
ipation of peasant houscholds
into cooperation, something

that simply cannot come about
| by coercion. During this period

he was also extremely worried
about the fate of the revolution
in one country without a chain
of revolutionary upsurges in
rest of the world specially in
Europe.

In ecarly 1929 the power
struggle resulted in Stalin's
victory. Soviet Thermidor be-
an in earnest. Trotsky had to

e. The moment Stalin had
consolidated himselfl in the
hierarchy he made a U-turn
and considered it right time to
abandon NEP to . In the
following years polictes which
in fact have shaped modern
Sovict Unfon were framed and
implcmented. Socialization of
all means of production was

to the Silk .

molion of international co-op-
cration and the possibility for
specialists on t.ho
work together.

Thus, a data bank and satel-
litc liaison system, co-ordi-
nated by UNESCO, will be de-

|
:
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information generated by the
project with as large a public
as possible.

Ar.rt from these concrete
results, the expedition pro-

vided an opportunity for scien-

tists from different
and natfonalities to
idcas and compare thetr

As a young Sovict archacol-
ogist, Gregori Semenov,
Enltd out, “this expedition

proved a unique intellec-
tual and human experience
that has allowed us to present
our work to rescarchers from
olhcr countries and other do-
mains, and at the same time
carry out a thorough rethink of
the general direction of our.
work and a broadening of its
base.”

For many ol the visiting sci-
entists, the expedition was
their first trip into this part of
the world. "This is a
drcam come true,” declared
Swiss art historian Dr Monica
Stucky upon her arrival in
Ashkabad. _

The commitment of the
Sovict authoritics to the pro-

What Ended in USSR is
Stalinism, Not Marxism

Ali Ahmed Ziauddin

the order of the day. The basis
of such rash behaviour
stcmmed from a very anti
Marxist concept of building
socialism in one country.
Following n measure
was obviously forced collec-
tivization. Any private initiative
was taboo and termed kulak —
synonymous with being anti
state. Millions perished in the
labour camps. Third
International was rendered
impotent and virtually turned
into an extension of Soviet
forcign ministry.

However, bulldozing of nat-
ural course of events widely
known as Stalinization did
have a tremendous impact.
Within next thirty years it
turned Soviet Union from a
backward country into a super
power. But every pattern of
social progression has its lim-
its. Socialist productive rela-
tionship was introdiced skip-
ping the natural intermediate
capitalist phase from a feudal
social order without taking
into consideration simultane-
ous working class advance-
ments in rest of the world.
De ng consciously from al-
lowing natural process of de-
velopment of productive forces
in the twentfes with brutal and
sweeping means brought about
paradoxical social formations
which resulted in saturation of
the economy from sixties.
Grass root democratic institu-
tions in the form of Sovicts
were ruthlessly suppressed
and turned into a repressive
centralized state machinery
run by secret police and cor-
rupt party bureaucracy.
Moreover, challenges of being
& SUpEr poOwWer were S0 OVer-
whelming much of the union's
resources had to be mobilized
to build armaments. Krushchev
tried in vain to alter course of
events keeping privileges of
the bureaucracy intact. His
method was too risky and so
he had to go. The secret of

Brezhnev's long reign lay in his
pledge to the p to do
nothing that might threaten or

undermine their autherity and
status quo. By seventies stagna-
tion in every sphere of national
Hﬁmwmﬁm
But fle the economy was
slowing down a new educated
gencration were growing iIn-

ly more and
less f[rightened. Collapse of
Stalinism as a method of gov-

ernance was imminent. But
just how reluctant the burcau-
cracy was to bring it about was
illustrated by the appointment
of the feeble Chernenko. But by
then the situation had become
intolerable and selection of a
reformer of somebody like
Gorbachev had become imper-
ative.

Pcrestroitka initfally was
merely a guideline for rejuve-
nating Soviet economy. In
course of last 5/6 years it
gradually developed into a co-
hcrent socio political pro-
gramme. To quote Tarek Ali
"The Soviet lcadership was
finding it necessary to intro-
duce a new form of NEP, rein-
troducing market exchanges,
reviving genuine cooperations,
returning agriculture to de-
facto family farming and other
measures designed to revive
the economy." "Monthly
Review” magazine s more pre-
cise — "To sum wup, the
Gorbachev regime is imple-
menting within existing insti-
tutions a substitute for the
unaccomplished bourgeoise
democtratic revolution”.
However it might be too rash
to say Perestroika will solve all
the problems facing Soviet
‘Union today. But if it is allowed
time and proper implementa-
tion there is a bright chance
that Soviet Union will survive
in however loose unfon with
tremendous economic poten-
tial in coming decades. Such
social developments make the
fate of a singular person like
Mr. Gorbachev immaterial. In
accordance with classical
Marxian position — the inter-
mediate phase of capitalist
productive means before
switching over to a socialist
one i{s simply unaveoidable.
Hence, Perestroika is also irre-
versible. Not only for Soviet
Union but for every society
those who are about to shru
ofl their feudal and back
productive relationship.

Failure of Stalinism cer-
tainly does not mean end of
Marxism. Rather rapid prolif-
cration and also integration of
capital globally increases the
chances of sharpening of con-
flict between labour and capital
which 4n turn increases the
chances of a simultaneous so-
cialist transformation in the fu-
ture. There is also a possibility
that a wvariet

groups through trans border

her Boost for Central Asian Siudies

expedition.

The romantic ring of place-
names which featured in the
expedition’s | — Khiva,
Bokhara' and to se-

old caravan routes — under-
lines the historical value of the

spread of religious trends,
wr‘ others, will be substan-

Yet contemporary issues
and dilemmas were not ig-
nored. An overriding uult( of
concern, for example, all
members of the expedition

was that man-made
disaster, the drying of the Aral
Egl. — Depthnews Asia

movements might ‘ntually

compel gradual socialization

capital to a extent — a
process is already visi-
ble. But if Marxism has to sur-

vive into the 21st century it
must be able to address prop-
erly new issues which are al-
rcady in the horizon like hu-
man rights, environment, fem-
inism and spiritualism.

Last but not the least — the
icht as well as a number of
liberal democrats make a blis-
tering attack on Gorbachev for
at least appearing to play a
subservient role to the whims
and will of the group of 7.
Their prime charge 1s
Gorbachcv is leading the Soviet
Union in to the fold of interna-
tional finance capital or mar-
ket dominated by the west.
Thus j:;;nrdt:lng balance of

power virtually Wr
worldwide progressive a

democratic movements. What
they categorically forget —
world market was and still is
an integrated one even before,
during and after Stalin.
Isolated development is a fan-
tasy. Interaction, cooperation
n.rJ- struggle with finance capi-
tal in spite of all its sinister
manipulations can develop
backward regions of the world
quite rapidly. At the same time
integration of market and capi-
tal can also accelerate the in-
tegration of labour and deme-
cratic forces globally. Hence
their s nothing wrong or to be
excited about over any tempo-
ral adjustments or mutually
beneficial long ranging cooper-
ation however embarrassing it
might appear. Progressive
movements everywhere will
have to bufld themselves on
their own s and capac-
ity without depending upon

. any big brother.

Finally, with all given con-
straints Perestroika's achieve-
mcnis are

call a halt to he cold war, re-
ducing the possibilities of a
nuchnhhuulthlﬂﬂ ex-

gun.
threat how long can the west
kecp on justifying their war
industry even to their own
population? How will the
tax payers allow t re-
sources to be looted their
own privileged ruling in
order to carry out foreign ad-
ventures? If the whirlwind of
democracy can shake the
foundations of Kremlin, it ean
also make the corporate ol

of the west accountable
to the people of the world — it
is only a matter of time.

The writer is a [free lance

of pressurc reyearcheron land and agro related
issues,



