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Alarming rise in water level at Farakka Barrage

Slum dwellers of Sheikher Hat at Mnhnmmadpur on the outskirts of the city, who have taken shelter on the embankment,
are looking at their houses submerged by rain and flood waters.

— Star photo

asm flood may turn severe

By Staff Correspondent

The flood in the Ganges
basin covering the greater dis-
tricts of Rajshahi, Kushtia,
Faridpur and Pabna is likely to
turn severe. The districts of
Gaibandha, Sirajganj, Jamal-
pur, Tangail, Manikgan] and
Dhaka may also experience
flooding a the normal
level.

The late mensoon floods
have so far aflected 22 dis-
tricts. These are —Rangpur,
Gaibandha, Kurigram, Lalmo-
nirhat, Thakurgaon, Pancha-
garh, Pabna, Sirajganj,
Rajshahi, CHapainawabganj,
Kushtia, Netrokona, Brahman-
baria, Sylhet, Manfkgan]j,
Bogra, Jamalpur, Kishoreganij,
Naryanganj Dhaka, Faridpur
and

A special bulletin issued by
the Flood Information Centre
of the Water Development
Board last night said that the
information received from
nel India suggested
that the water level of the
Ganges at Farraka was rising
and was about to approach the
record level.

The bulletin further said

that the country's overall flood
situation was likely to aggra-
vale.

The authorities have re-
quested all officials concerned
o remain alert and take ade-
quate precautions for the
salety of lile and property in
the face of a deteriorating
flood situation.

Meanwhtle, with the rise of

water level in the
and the Ga basins, food
situation iIn northern dis-
tricts further deteriorated
Tumwﬂh more areas go-
ing water.

The Ganges was flowin
above the danger level at al
points Tuesday, while the
Testa, the Karatoa, the
Punarbhaba, the Mahananda,
the Gorai, and the Surma have
already crossed the red rm.rk.
Brahmaputra is also rising a
all
mark at Aricha.

Reports from the flood al-
fected areas said that thou-
sands of people were ma-
rooned while standing crops
on vast areas recled under wa-
ter that also snapped Railway
and road communication nl
places,

Our r Correspondent
adds: Twenty upazilas out of
thirty five in greater Rangpur
district have been hit by the
flood waters that marooned
thousands of people, displaced
as many and snapped rail link
with Lalmonirhat and
Ku

Dinajpur Ekota Express
from Dhaka was derailed
Monday midnight near
Bamondanga railway station
due to inundation of the track

nd kept rail link between
Gai ha and Kaunia paral-
ysed for about eight hours.
Road communication in some
parts of the district was also

See Page 12 Col. §
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Gifted Abahani striker
Sheikh Md Aslam de-
cides to stay at his
present club for an-
other season
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sh-Nepal

Joint Economic Com-
mittee meeting begins
in the Nepalese capital
with Dhaka proposing B |
joint ventures In
pharmaceuticals, food

processing and oth-

er sectors with
Kathmandu
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Foreign missions with
their funds stuck up
with BCCI branch in
Tokyo seek aid from
the Japanese go-
vernment

NEWS BRIEFS

Editor of the Daily Shakti
and Secretary General of
Bangladesh Editors Council A Q
M Jainul Abedin was releascd
on bafl from the Dhaka Central
Jail according to a
preur:hu:h-undby the

BNP, Awami League locked 1n straight fight

Hnrl)‘ 24 lakh voters are
expected to exercise their
franchise today (Wednesday) in
the by-elections in eleven con-
stituencies. The constituencies
are two in Dhaka city, one in
Chlttnpni four in Rangpur,
on in Bhola, two in Madaripur
and one in Bogra where a total
ol 49 candidates are contest-

The ruling BNP and opposi-
tion Awami have ficlded
candidates in all the eleven
seats in a crucial test of popu-
larity.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is fighting this
elcction to get an endorse-
ment of the policies of her five
and a hall months old govern-
ment.

Star Report

Awami League Chicfl Sheikh
Hasina will try to regain the
lost ground through the by-
clections.

Jattya Party is l'lghtlnF a
battle for survival. In four

r scats, vacated by de-
President HM Ershad,

rt{ is pinning its hope

nf puhtlcl survival. Former
Prime Minister Mizanur Rah-
man Choudhury and former
Deputy Prime Minister Shah
Moazzem Hussain, ‘Acting
President and Sccretary
Gencral respectively of Jatiya
Party, are contesting from two
Rangpur constituencies. BDoth
of them are outsiders. The lo-
cal candidates belonging to
BNP and Awami Leaguc are vo-
cal against both the JP leaders.

| By-elections today

The ant{-Mizan in Jatiya
Party is learnt to have been
working against them.

Awami League is hopeful of
winning at lcast two seats in
Rangpur.

BNP Chief Khaleda Zia va-
cated four seats and the
hopes to win in all the four
constituencies — two in Dhaka

city, one in Chittagong and one
in Bogra.

Awami League leaders va-
cated two seats one in Bhola
and one in . One seat
was vacated following the
death of an Awami League MP
from Madaripur.

Awami ¢ has concen-
trated all its might to rctain
the three scats and to Increase

See Page 12 Col. |

Tk 1.28 cr gold
se1zed: Pak
national held

Customs surveillance team
at Zia Intermational last
night seized 1600 tolas of gold
worth Taka 1.28 crore from a
Pakistani

coming
m%h
| Biman fight, reports

The team took the Pakistani
passenger Hossain into

custody and him owver
to the Cantonment thana and a

case had been filed with the
thana,

According Customs sourccs
at the Zia International

See Page 12 Col. 8

Ershad, five others in dock
for gold smuggling

By Staff Correspondent

Deposed President Ershad,
accused in the scnsational gold
smuggling case of 1990, was
produced before the
Tribunal No 16 yesterday.

Ershad was implicated in
this case as the seventh ac-
cused in a supplementary
chargesheet submitted on

August 31, 1991 after 13
months of the original
chargesheet submitt on
August 30, 1990, when he was
in power.

Five of the other accused
were also produced before the
court with Ershad. They
are former airport manager
Ashrafuddin Ahmed Sikander,
P A to the Chairman Civil
Aviation Authority Magqsudur
Rahman, Afrport security
gunrd Abu Taher, Adger

udigard, a German national

and Ant Chalkar, a Dritish
national, also having citizen-
ship of Australia. The other
accuscd, former Chafrman of
the Civil Aviation Authority
Commodore (Retd) Moinul
Islam is absconding. He [fled
the country just aflter submis-
sion of the original
chargesheet in 1990.
The case began at the
Tribunal No 16 chaired
by ATM Fazje Kabir. The
tribunal which was first housed
in the district court has now
been translerred to the old jail
wardens barrak near the Dhaka
Central Jail.

The court resumed at 11.30
am. When Ershad was entering
the court along with the other
accused, he whispered to the
Attorney General Aminul

See Page 12 Col. 7

Tripura CM for
quick return of
Chakma refugees

By Staff Correspondent
The ment of the

govern
“Thdian state of Tripura ‘has-

started a process of dialoguc
with the central government
in Delhi to ensurc quick return
of tribal rcfugees of Bangladesh
[rom the state.

A report published in the
September 9 issue of an Indian
ncwspaper says the Chiel
Minister of Tripura Sudhir
Ranjan Majumdcr discusscd
the issue with Indian Prime
Minister PV Narashimha Rao
last week. He may take up the
samc issue with him again this
wecek.

The Chiel Minister of
Tripura said the five year stay
of Chakma relugees [rom
Bangladesh In his state had
crcated an adverse rcaction
among his own people. The
state administration is also

See Page 12 Col. 8

3-member body
to finalise draft
of left front

The Five-Party Alllance,
United Communist League and
Otkya Prokriya formed a three-
member commitice to finalise
the draft document of anew
political front thcy arc floating
with other left-wing parties,

reports UND.
The committee, constituted

al a mn:un? evening,
consists of Bimal Biswas,
Hasanul Haq Inu and
Khalequzzaman Bhulyan,
sources said. The commitee
will sit today.

Leaders of these seven par-
tics met at the Five-Party
Alllance office Monday evening
with UCL leader Bimal Biswas

,hﬁltdlﬁfltﬂllﬂdhuﬂﬂd

md-llit::.‘- of liurri

hmcluldindlvﬂmll

Rashed Khan Menon, MP, of
Workers Party, Tipu Diswas
and Nazrul Islam of UCL,

See Page 12 Col. 2
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PM stresses improving civic amenities

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia ycsterday directed
the Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (RAJUK) to con-
struct three more link roads
and two cross-roads in Dhaka
to remove the problem of traf-
fic jJam and [acilitate the
movement of city pcople, re-
ports OSS.

The Prime Minister gavce
the dircctives at a mecting
held to discuss the civic
amenities and condition of ed-
ucational institutions at her
Secretariat oflice.

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed, Dhaka City Mayor
Mirza Abbas, MP, ucation
Secretary ANM Yusul, Rajuk
Chairman Anwarul Alam and
WASA Chairman Nurul Islam

Directive to build
5 more roads in city

attended the meeting,

The proposed link roads
would be constructed from
Green Road to Mirpur Road,
Shantinagar to Khilgaon link-
ing Outer Circular Road with
Syedabad and Bijoy Swarani to
Tejgaon Industrial Arca.

The two cross-roads would
be constructed In Secnpara
Parabata arcas of the city.

The Prime Minister said
Shantinagar to Khilgaon Road
linking Outer Circular Road
with was the origi-
nal proposal of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman.

The Prime Minister gave
directives to start thc devel-
opment activities in Badda and
Khilkhet to provide clectricity

See Page 12 Col. §
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US to help combat
drug menace

From Rahman Jahangir

WASHINGTON, Sept 10 :
The US government has called
upon countries like
Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Pakistan to step up motiva-
tional campaign to curb the
menace of drug abuse.

. While opening a workshop
on drug abuse here on Monday
Dr Charles Schuster, Director
of powerful National Institution
on Drug Abuse (NIDA) said
while strengthening preven-
tion and treatment mecha-
nisms, the countries afllicted
should focus on factors leading
to the spread of the menace.

Dr !chuih‘:r said the drug

In; lll muntrlﬂ of m'mt

the United States. If
nut checked right now, mil-
lions of youths in

mising
age group will fall

victim to drug addiction.
Sapping the vitality of those
nations and those of Latin
America.

The NIDA chief said the US
government is ready to extend
all possible assistance to coun-
tries falling victim to drug me-
nace,

Bangladesh was an unfortu-
nate victim to the drug men-
ace although the country was
not producing any hard drugs.
T'h: US government {s keen

thr.- country menace by
.flild-tt: facilities
us ..,.:.. told The Datly Star
They appreciated lh: inten-
sive country wide ca
against drug abuse and lauded
recent steps taken by the
Bangladesh government to

Gorbachev asks West for more assistance

MOSCOW, Sept 10:
President Mikhail Gorbachev,
avowing that his had
reformed itseclf, the

West today for more atd as na-
tionalist tensions swirled
around the Soviet Union's
Reuter.
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reform and the time was now
ripe for the west to increase
fts aid cllorts.

“We need assistance, coop-
eration, solidarity, the Sowviet
President told member coun-
tries of the Conference on

Unrest. unleashed by 1

=

to swell In the

' southern republics of

and Moldova and along
border between and
Armenia. One Azeri and two

Armenians were reporied

killed in ethnic clashes,

About 1,000 epponents of
Georglan nationalist leader
Zviad Gamsakhurdia buflt bar-
ricades In Front of the
Parllament buflding in the re-
public’s capital, Thilisi.

The demonstrators, on
their ninth day of protests
demanding Gamsakhurdia's

tion, acted afler ru-
mours in the ecity that
Gamsakhurdia planned te
order an attack on them.

iIf we do not erect these
barricades, people will not re-
alise we have a dictator in
power, opposition leader

Ira kl{ Teeretely told the
., according to local r-
nalists. - -

GCamsakhurdia, a former
dissident, was elected
President in a landslide vic-
tory last May and has sworn to

et of Al D ke ot
ity.

Crities accuse him of au-

in Romanian-speaking
moth, the ethnic Russian mi-

Azerli was killed and seven
were wounded early today

e —

Referendum'’s
success will

bolster image :
Shahabuddin

NETRAKONA, Sept 10

Acting President Justice
Ahmed said here
yu»lﬂdre? that success of
would keep
up our image as a demogratic
nation, reports BSS.
Addressing the public rep-
resentatives and officials of
the district at the local Circuit
HF‘I.IIE he said the continuity
of the democratie
would be also ﬂllm
democratic exercise of the
referendum to settle the issue
of the form of government
The Acting President said
democrats of all shades of
opinion should intensify their
campaign to make the voters
understand better the implica-
tions of "yes” or "no” to be
indicated by them on ballot
papers.
He said voters should also
be informed as to how to cast
votes. This, he said, was

' needed because there was no

contestant in the referendum
to explain these aspects.
Justice Shahabuddin re-
minded the public representa-
tives of their duty to mobilise
voters since the referendum
was being held on an {ssue of
vital importance to the nation.

Hasina calls
for communal
harmony

. Prowr Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Sept 10:
League Chiel and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
Tuesday called for complete
communal harmony to ensure
peace and development under
a democratic Sept up and to
reap the fruits of indepen-
dence,

She was addressing a public
meeting at 'Gabtoli Sarak’ at
Kotalipara upazila under
Gopalganj district.

She said Hindus, Muslims,
Budhists and Christians fought
together for independence in
1971 but certain rested quar-
ters were now active to divide
them.

"The independence of the
country will be at stake f
communal amity i{s not main-
tained,” she said adding that
"AL will resist any such at-
tempt of division.”

Citing the example of Au-
gust 23 incident in which
ncighbouring villagers plun-
dered the Pirrbari and Masuria

See Page 12 Col. 8

$ 40m ADB loan
for rehabilitation
projects

MANILA, Sept 10:
will have access to

40 milllon dollars in
from Asian mt Dank

(ADB) loans for cyclone reha-
bilitation ts, an ADB

said, reports AFP.
These savings will come

from four ADB loan projects to
Bangladesh approved between
1980 and 1986, the Manila-

based bank said.
The funds will be used to
rthnhﬂ'ltlh: argas by
lone which hit the

arcas of Bangladesh in
h::ﬂhi.ntm 139,000
aging about 1.7 million homes.

Soviet Culture
Minister opposes
removal of
Lenin's body

MOSCOW, Sept 10: The
Soviet minister culture on
Tuesday declared his opposi-
tion to removing the body of
Viadimir Lenin from his Red
Square mausoleum highlight-
ing a growing national debate

on the subject, reports AP

He also e reserva-
tions about the toppling of
monuments to utlonary

the A 18-21 fatled coup.
'I':'unm mausoleum .
protection of the mw

See Page 12 Col. 4



