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RANGAMATI

Loan given to
10,469 families

written off

Sept 9 : Addressing a meet-
ing. Gautam Dewan said the
' ment on humanitarian

govern
'ground decided to write off

the loan amounting to Tk
7,65,14,000 which was dis-
bursed to 10,460 families in
the district earlier, reports
UNB.

The Chairman of Rangamati
Hill District Local Government
Parishad, Dewan hailed the
government decision to ex-
empt loan of the farmers who

been alfected by the April
29 devastating cyclone. The
meeting was held on August

27.

He also stressed upon the
need for disbursement of fresh
loan on agriculture and farm-
ing scctors with a vicew to re-
habilitate the distressed and
suffering people of the district
as they have becomc jobless
due to imposition of a on
extraction of forest products

and fishing in the Kaptai lake.
SIRAJGANJ

3 babies killed

Sept 9: Three minors were
killed by the flood water and
thunder bolt in three upazilas
of the district Sunday, family
sources said, reports UNB,

The dead were identified as
Labani (1) on Narina village in
Shahjadpur upazila, Bablu (3)

of Bhadraghat village i(n
Kumrthl:mf upazila and Arif
(12) of Dhanbhandi village in
Sadar upazila.

With this the death toll
here rose to six during the last
four days.

Meanwhile, diarrhoea that
broke out in an alarming pro-
portion so far attacked 50
people in flood hit areas. Local
doctors attributed scarcity of

water and adulterated
E:letu the spread of the dis-
ease,

BAGERHAT

Arms factory
unearthed

Sept O: Police unearthed an
arms factory in Borni area of

Rampal upazifla of the district
and

rorists from the campus and
give exemplary punishment to
them to ensure peaceful atmo-
sphere in the academic arena.

Workshop on
agri-loan
A two-day long workshop on
agri-loan distribution and mon-
{toring completed here on

Bangladesh Rural
Development Board (BRDB)
and Canadian Resource Team
jointly organised the work-
shop.
At deast 50 cooperative
samity leaders and rumal devel-
opment officers of BRDB from
Netrakona, Kishoreganj,
Mymensingh, Sherpur and

Jamalpur districts participated
in the workshop.

COMILLA

Husband jailed
for throwing

acid on wife

Sept 9: Md Emdadul Haque
has been given life-term for
throwing acid on his wife and
leriuu:gr injuring her, court

here today, re-

sources
ports UNB.

The Additional Sessions
Judge, in his judgement. re-
cently, also I'Ine? him Tk
15,000, in default, to suffer
one more year of rigorous im-
prisonment.

The case, in brief, was that
the victim Jahera Khatoon on
22 December, 1987 was living
with her mother Johara
Khatoon in her paternal home.
The accused Abul Hashem on
the plea of having some dis-
cussion entered the house and
threw acid on Jahera.

Johara lodged a complaint
with Devidwar police who
submitted sheet nst
phserpris il i, i

Eleven witnesses were ex-
amined in this case. The three
co- accused were acquitted.

JHENIDAH

Jute production
likely to fall

Sept 9: Jute production is
likely to fall short of the target

this season as growers were -

disinterested in jute cultiva-

tion because of price, re-
ports UNB.

According to district
Agriculture -Extension

Department (AED), a total of
10,500 bales of jute were ex-
to be produced on
41,500 acres land in six

i

upazilas of the district. But
only 29,260 acres of land
could be
I-nninLu against 32,200
acres t year with the ex-
ed production of 7000

as against 10,500 bales

Weaving factories
remain idle

land revenue
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JAMALPUR : A pest infested sugarcane field at Dewanganj upazila of the district.

Pests attack sugarc

— Star photo
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Delay in_unloading of stones

Govttopay Tk54
lakh demurrage to India

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Sept
9 : The Ba Govern-
ment has to pay-off a huge
demurrage to tfn tune of Taka
54 lakhs to the Indian Railway

Authority owing to the delayed
unloading of the stone carrying

from India to Rahan
m station. This delay
resulted from the discord
between the Customs and
Railway authority.
With a view to importing
stones from Pakur, an Indian
province in Bihar, sh

Railway for its development
works with the financial aid of

{A D B signed a pact with an

Indian Construction and
Supply Company (IRCON).

According to the agreement
wagons loaded with stones
started reaching Rahanpur
Railway station in
Chapainawabganj district from
December 90 to July 28 last.
During the period 634 wagons
have reached the station. But
due to delay in unloading the
wagons the government had to
sustain a huge demurrage of
Taka 54 lakhs.

It is learnt from a depend-
able source that if the con-
cerned authority according to
the pact fails to unload the’
wagons within 12 hours of its
arrival, 30 dollars ivalent to

3000 acres in Jamalpur

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Sept 9:
Sugarcane on 3000 acres of
land have been attacked by
pests in flood-hit areas under

Dewanganij, Islampur,
Me and Jamalpur Sadar
upazilas.

According to the sources,
pests known as Red rot, Stem
Borer, Top ret, wilt rot and
kind of brown grasshopper
have attacked sugarcane on
about 3000 acres on various
flood aflected arcas of the dis-

trict,
" Due to the pest attack ten-
der sugarcane plants grow yel

It is learnt that the con-
cerned authority depends
upon the reports from field
supervisions about pest inva-
sion. But the fleld supervisors
allegedly prepare imaginary
reports on pests invasion
without visiting the allected
areas, although the invasion is

rapidly engulling [resh sugar-

— e

cane fields but yet no stc
have been taken to curb t
menace.,

it is alleged that sprayers
available with the upazila
Sugarcane Development
Centres are lying inoperative
for want of spares parts. The
situation has become worse as
farmers are unable to buy the
required quantity of insccti-
cides because of its exorbitant
prices in the local markets.
However, small quantity of in-
secticides have been dis-

tributed by sugar mill author
ity.

Experience quarter opined
that il the government does
not lake ellective measures
immediately the situation
might go out of control.

Confirming the extensive
pest attack in four upazilas of
the district a top official of
Melandah Upazila Sugarcane
Deveclopment Centre told this

wd | -
- e

correspondent that they were
making best eflorts to stop the
menace but due to serious
shortage of insecticides and
spray machines they were un-
able to do the needful.

it is lurther alleged that
even alter being informed of
the situation in Dewangan]j
upazila, sugarcane oflicials did
not visit the pest aflected ar-
cas. Sugarcane growers ol
these upazilas have urged the
higher authorities to take im-
mediate steps in this connec-

tion. e
Kidnapped girl
killed

One Dulali Khatoon (14) was
kidnapped and later killed by
her brother-in-law in Islampur
upazila recently. Sub-Inspector
Subrata  Sarkar Baktia of
Islampur police station recov-
ered the body in Benuarchar
under Islampur upazila.

A case has been registered -

Candidates contesting the ensuing bye
From top left Mujibur Rahman (AL) Rangp

o

-election from Rangpur constituencies-1, 2, 5 and 6.
ur-1, Karimuddin Mia .(JP) Rangpur-1,

e

Rahimuddin Bharsha (BNP) Rangpur-1, Shah Ruhul Islam (Jamaat) Rangpur-1, Anisul
Huq Chowdhury (AL) Rangpur-2, Shah Noor Hossain (Jamaat ) Rangpur-2, Paritosh

Chakrovarty (JP) Rangpur-2, Elias Ali (BNP) Ra
ur-5, Ashekur Rahman (AL) Rangpur-5, Abu

pur-2, Nurul Huda Sultan (BNP)
kre Wahed (Jamaat) Rangpur-5,

Moazzem (JP) Rangpur-6, Advocate Abdus Salam (Jamaat) Rangpur-6, Matiur

Rahman (AL) Rangpur-6.

Fodder

KISHOREGANJ, Sept 9 :
Acute shortage of fodder has
becn prevailing throughout the
district lly in the haor
areas ucing Lhe domestic
animals to skin and bones.

it is learnt that the acute

of lodder s

Cultivators are unable to

feed their cattle regularly.
Morecover, traditional grazing

ficlds have been turned into
lands in all the 13

— Star Photo

From Our Correspondent

large number of catticheads
throughout the district has al-

been reduced to skin
and bone, Besides, large num-
ber of catticheads has fallen
prey to various discases due to
constant starvation.

Many cultivators are selli
off their cattle at nomina
rates as they are unable to feed
them.

Bad effects of
smuggled insecticide
Smuggled Indian Insecti-

cides are causing adverse ef-
fects on the crops and land all

According to dependable
sources, a section of smugglers
under the guidance of some
influential persona is selling
the » insecticides in
the markets of border belts of
the districts at rates

compared to the insecti-
cides,

Thiedine-3 insecticide
abundantly avaflable In
Bangladesh markets has great
demands among the [armers

due to its cheap price and ;nulhﬂnﬂnﬂ

strong action.

scarmty acute

According to the rts,
these insecticides are killing
all types of insects even those
which are useful for land fer-
tility. The poulitry birds have
also become victims of these
insecticides.

Market sources sald that
cultivators are purchasing
these iInsecticides as the
Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation
(BADC) is unable to ensure ad-
equate supply and good quality
insecticides at reasonable
rices Iin the open markets.
imported Insecticides are
sold at high prices which is
expe to be adulterated
before sale.

According to the agricul-
tural experts, due to extensive
use of Indian insecticides
}"H'Hl of M‘ have been de,

clined reducing the land fer-

with Islampur police station in
this connection.

2 killed in

Two persons were killed
and five others injured when a
speeding truck hit a autorick-
shaw on Jamalpur-Tangail
highway near interdistrict bus
terminal recently.

Eycwitnesses said that

Romiz of will Gilbari
under s.ilrnpur u.If:Ih and

Ishag Ali (25) of village
Narikeli under J Sadar
upazila both passengers of the
autorickshaw died on the spot.

All the injured were rushed
to the Jamalpur General
Hospital. A case has been reg-
istered with Jamalpur police
station in this connection. The
truck driver along with the
vehicle, however, managed to
escape and the autorickshaw
driver is absconding.

Low-lying areas
in Netrakona
inundated

NETRAKONA, Sept 9
Heavy downpour [or consecu-
tive four days and on-rush of
water from the upstream
caused inundation of a vast
tract of low-lying arcas and
sharp rise ol water level of
three rivers in different points
in Netrakona district, reports
BSS.

The downpour had paral-
ysed normal life in the town as
the dwellers were forced to
remain indoors.

Netrakona district Water
Development Board (WDB)
sources said the water level of
the rivers Sumeswar{ at
Durgapur point, the river
Kongso at Jaria and the river

at Netrakona town point |

registered a sharp rise and
the rivers were flowing near
the danger level.

Heavy rain for consecutive
three days and on rush ol wa-
ter from the upstream of India
had caused this situation, the
WDB sources said.

The WDB officers also
feared flash flood and exten-
stve damage of standing crops
in the areas if on-rush of water

and heavy downpour continued
further

One caught
while trying
to bribe ADM

KUSHTIA, Sept ® : A man
was caught red-handed here
while to bribe Additional
District agistrate (ADM)
Thursday, reports UNB.

According to ice, the ac-
cused Zahur-e- OMcer-in-

Cher of Kumarkhali local
supply

depot of Food
Department entered

chamber of ADM Sckendar Al

to them. A case has
been flled in this connection.

' funds,

From Our Correspondent

Taka 1170 per day will be
charged as demurrage. It is
learnt that the concerned au-
thority took 4 to 15 days for
unloading the stones.
When contacted, the
Raflway Officers told that the
umtﬁ:n could not be unloaded
wi 12 hours due to pro-
crastination of the customs

ficials of the customs -
ment. also that
the National Revenue di-
rected the customs authority
to release the stones without
duty but the local customs offi-
cials hood-winked the order.

On inquiry, the customs au-
thority blamed railways for the
delay in submission of essential

clea authority and non-
-mm of the level of- papers.

Flood takes serious
turn in C'nawabganyj

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Sept
9: The overall flood situation
here has taken a serious turmn
as the river Mahananda was
flowing 66 cm above the dan-
ger mark, reports UNB.

About 40,000 were
marooned by the flood water

and standing crops on about
20,000 acres of land were
washed away during the last

few days, officials L

Three people were also re-
ported drowned in the district
during the last week.

Besides, nearly 2500
homesteads in 33 unions of
the district were so far dam-
aged the onrush of flood
walter, flood control cen-
tre sources said.

Many parts of Dhaka-
Chapainawabgan| highway also
went under fl water

Meanwhile, district admin-
istration here has decided to
open 14 reliefl centres for the
flood aflected people.

Schools beset

with problems
A large number of govern-
ment and non-government

primary schools in five upazilas
of the district are beset with

| manifold problems, retarding

the progress of universal pri-
mary education programme.
Informed sources said that
there are shortage of teachers
and accommeodation, lack of
appliances, paucity
of drinking water, shortage of
furniture and other
amenitics.
According te the District
Primary Education

Department, there are 368

government and 121 non-gov-

ernment primary schools in

Sadar, sﬁlhpn , Bholahat,
r and Nachol u

of the district. penti

The total number, of stu-
dents in the government and
non-government schools is
about 1. 11 lakh.

Most of the schools do not
have adequate number of
benches and students are
compelled to sit on bricks or
mats. In some schools there is
no chair for the teachers also.
Blackboards, chalk, duster and
other teaching appliances are
also lacking in most cases.

Ninety per cent of the
schools do not have play-
grounds and recreational facili-
ties. Most of the school build-
ings are dilapidated and
collapse any time. The
lcak compelling the teachers
to suspend classes frequently.

Due to shortage of funds,
the ts are not in a
position to repair the school
buildings and even pay regular
salary to the teachers, it is
learnt. ’

Moreover, some of the pri-
mary schools which have been
damaged by [floods, storms,
cyclones and other natural
calamities during the last few
years have not yet been re-
paired for lack of funds,
sources said.

The local leaders have ap-
pealed to the authorities to
take effective so that the
long-standing problems of the
primary schools are resolved
as early as possible

Pilferage of railway
property rampant

From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, Sept 9: Railway
materials are being pilfered
on a large scale from dillerent
railway stations of the district,
it is alleged. Some organised
gangs in connivance with the

railway employees have been

stealing railway goods regularly
for a long time which include

spare parts, steal plats, ralils,
hose pipes, capplings, brush
bearings, brakes blocks, uni-
versal capplings and even the
steel made bodies of the wag-
ons.

Besides, diesel, coal, and
stones are also being pilfered
from Parbatipur, Dinajpur,
Kholahati, Kanchan junction
and j stations. In most
of the cases no GD of FIR is
lodged with the local police
station for unknown reasons.

Law, order
situation
deteriorates
in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, Sept 9: The
law and order situation in the
district has deteriorated with
500 crimes reported in last
three months, reports UNB.

Informed sources said 50
murders, 300 dacoities, 100
hijackings and 50 highway
robberies were committed
during the period.

About 100 dacoities and six
murders were committed In
Sadar u 50 dacoities and
10 mu in Shibpur upazila,
30 dacoities and 3 murders In
Polash upazila, 30 dacoities
and 20 murders iIn Raipura

upazila and 50 dacoities and
10 murders in Monahardi

upazila

The sources said miscre-

ants and musclemen were

scot free in different
parts of the district commit-
ting varfous types of crimes
ltke murder, rape, dacoity,
stabbing, robbery and hijack-
ing.

The young girls are often
teased by them and refrained
from going to schools and col-
leges.

Local people alleged
number of specific allegations
were submitted to the admin-
istration, but ne action was
taken to combat crimes in the
district.

The miscreants threaten
those who try to veice protest
against criminal activities, they
mandcl

that a

In a recent incident
materials worth over Taka 10
lakh were stolen away. The
miscreants loaded two trucks
from Parbatipur raflway june-
tion yard with raflway goods
worth about Taka 20 lakh and
fled away

Pro worth Taka one
crore were stolen from differ-
ent stations in
district during the last seven
months. |

It is alleged that these

g sold to
workshops of the country.

Two jailed for murder
Sardar,

Mr Alauddin



