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Development Field

by Fayza Haq

Women, who censtitute hall of mankind,
have pl.qud a significant role in moulding, nur-
turing and lull.lininl both natural social
environment without proper recognition, it was
stressed in a recent seminar on "Women and
environment”. This was held at the National
Museum. It was maintained that a woman's life
in the third world is closcly rclated with na-
ture. It was reminded that TB% ol the pcople
live in rural area.

In of nature a woman is {nvolved
with planting and caring of trees; raising fish in
the ponds, growing vegctables and fruits; rafs-

poult? and domestic animals and bees; re-
cycling of animal products ‘using manure as
fertilizer. It was recalled that in the third world
countries, s ly in Africa, a woman is de-
prived o
the right to
own land
and to par-
ticipate in
developmen
t activities.

it was
also
out that in
the third
world, ma-
jority of ru-
ral women
are de-
prived of
elementary
education,”
and are sur-
rounded
with super-
stition and

»

houseliold income, thcy were responsible for
procuring and preparing ol food and were en-
with the management of the houschold
of all their contri-
high infant and mater-
point to the fact that women are un-

cared for, and. remain undernourished, and
even of the basic nccessities.

Ahsan pointed out at the seminar that
were dependent on men in
aspects and as a result thcy are unable to

decisions. flood victims & ‘87 and
nly women and children, #t-was
for food, clothing and shel-
the men deserted them.

maintained by Ms Ahsan that river
common featurcs in Ban-
make people homcless. Its effect on
are grealer since women arc mostly

home-based workers and their work place is

often destroyed. url' 4
 Discussing the manipulation of nature an

women in Bangladesh, Ms Ahsan reminded that

il

|

the Farakka in India is causing in-
creased n river water in the south-
ern region of h. This affected expec-
tant mothers, it was said, as th had

accumulation of watcr in the womb, muun;u:
mmwm- known as
“Farakka syndrome”.

on the occasion F Z Majid, of the
l.m siressed on the natural ca-

havec in the country,
l:-udlddltbn-lnhmy
lina", a
r. t.which

been found as an tdeal for survival food. He

rule.

criticised and protested
erriain remarks made

Awami League chiel Shetkh

Rahman as a

‘'vival issues.

AL efficiency in looting

He described the perod of]
Shahced President

The BNP m‘ General

said Bangladeshi women can play a significant
role in the cultivation, utflization and storage of
"spirulina,” as an food.

Discussing the residential circumstances of
low income earning single working women in
Dhaka, S Obaida Haque and Nazrul Islam dis-
cussed the result of their study on 200 work-
ing women in the city, most of them being in-

in the garment [actory.

Majority of these women, it was reported,
had to be satisfied with the accommodation of
substandard quality, with low per capita floor
spacc(on the average less than 20 sq ft per per-
son). The extremely inadequate supply of cheap
housing at appropriate location is a major prob-
lem, it was said.

Ziaush Shams Hagq, also speaking on the oc-
casfon, dealt
with how
the role of
women was
becoming
more and
more criti-
cal in sus-

taining pad-
dy

production
in Bangla-
desh.

Dwelling
on the stat-
us of rural
women in
the socio-
economic
and cultural
environmen
t of Bangla-
desh, and
stressing on
casc studies
of two vil-
lages in
Sherpur
Upazila, Sa-
im Momtaz
and Borhan
Uddin stat-
ed that evi-
dence
showed that
that women
are recog-
nised on
in few arcas
of participa-
tion. In the arena ol cultural environment the
status of women appeared to be indeed low.

Md Abdul ,from the Department of Ge-
ography, University of Dhaka, spoke of the
nceds for laws to curb violence that is inflicted
on women in the form of physical assault, kid-
napping, rape, acid throwing and murder. Of
the various reasons behind violence on women,
Mr Bagee said that dowry related cases for
young married women far outnumbered other
motives. Violence, he insisted, was caused by
both the husbands and the paramours.

Alsana Morshed, dealing with women and
habitat, said that although women are
rated at only 8% of the labour force, women
can identify with the important areas ol iIn-
volvement such as health, water supply and
sanitation.

Dr Aminul Islam, in his papcr on women's
contribution in rural houschold eco and
environmental protection, focused on women's
contribution in homestead agriculture, inchud-
ing kitchen gardening, planting of horticulture
and forest specics, poultry and livestock raising
and pisciculture for food and cash. On the other
hand, he said, there was the women’'s contribu-
tion to the rearing of children, cleaning, cook-
ing and maintenance of the household.

Thus the Bangladesh Geographical Secicty
and the Department of Geography, DU, dis-
cussced the environmental degradation and sur-
it was repeatedly stressed that
women of our country, who comprise [ the
population, are totally neglected.To stop the
ruination of environment and the human race,
it was suggested that plans should be made to

intcgrate women in development ficlds.

COP rally

Combined Opposition Party
(COP) will hold a rally demand-

ing the release of COP leader
Asuhhdmﬂnbmw
12.

This was decided in a meet-
ing held on Sunday at the party
central office at F

akirapool.
The meeting was presided by

Ziaur

about the competency

of the BNP government, re-
ports BSS.

iIn a statement Salam

Talukder said the Awami

cg:t:'ni: storm and flood
tion and cl‘l"lc*l-cﬂcy
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dismissed the Awami League
chicls charge of letting loose
reign of terror by the BNP gov-
ernment, oppressing the
Awami League workefs or in-
stituting false cases againsi
them as baseless and moti-
vated.

He asserted that Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman did not come to
power through conspiracy. He
was ins into power by the
revolution of soldiers and
people, he stressed.

He also dismissed the
charge that Awami League was
defeated in the last general
clection due to subtle conspir-
acy and rigging as ridiculous.

. Tuesday

ﬂp:nlrn announce-
Quran Prog-
ramme Summary

5.156 from the Geetla

520 News in

530 Carton [flm:- Adven-
tures of the Galaxy

%55 Educational pro-
gramme.

7.06 Nazrul songs.

8.00 News in Bangla

8.30 Drama Scrial: Bara Bar

10.00 News in English

10.30 Fiis: War and Remem-
brance

10.30 Khabar / the news
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Alhaj Ataur Rahman.

Saifur off to
Kathmandu

Finance and Plannin
Minister M Saffur Rahman
Dhaka Monday for Kathmandu
to attend the eight session of
the Bangladesh-Nepal Joint

' Economic Commission begin-
nln‘ there Tuesday, reports

The Finance Minister will
lead . a thr:e-mtmher
Bangladesh delegation at the
mmmma
the delegation are : ERD
Secretary Enam Ahmed

{.‘.hnud huz and Joint
Commerce Golam
H'alm

The commission {in (its
three-day meeting will discuss
the bilateral issues for promo-
tion of economic cooperation.

The Finance Minister will

return home on September
13.

Kuwaiti envoy
calls on Speaker

The Ambassador of Kuwait
to Bangladesh Mohammad
Ebraheem al-Najran, called on
the Speaker, Abdur Rahman
Biswas, at his office chamber
in Sangsad Bhaban Monday,
rcports BSS.

They discussed matters of
mutual interest.

Mannan visits
injured JCD

leaders

State Minister for Religious
Aflairs Profl M A Mannan
Monday visited injured student
leaders Manir Hossain Kazal

and Rashedul Alam Swapan at

the Pangu Hospital in the city,
a BNP press release said, re-
ports BSS.

Manir Hossain Kazal, Vice
President of the Government
City College and Rashedul Alam
Swapan, President of the
Dakhinkhan Unit of
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) were injured
in a road accident.

The State Minister en-
quired about their condition
'.nd asked the Director of the

hospital to ensure better
treatment.

Nasiruddin Ahmed Pinto,
General , Bazlul Baset

Anju, Vice-President and Kazi
Azizul Hakim Arju, Publicity
Secretary respectively of
Dhaka city unit of JCD were

present during the visit.

PM urged to accept
engineers'
demands

Engineers on Monday
urged Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to implement
their seven-point demands for
ensuring active participation of
technocrats in the develop-
ment activities of the country,
reports UNB.

iIn a statement the
President of Engineers
Institution Anwar and
its Oencral
Ruhul Matin observed that
althou the profesaion 1is

with “best stu-
dents” of the sofl, their talent

prepacly vebunind ..""m."‘:.if

As a result, said,
role in the socio-economic de-

velopment of the country.

Most of the government or-
ganisations, w-tml-
ties related

By Staff Correspondent
Weather forecast valid till 6 pm Tucsday says light to
heavy falls

cur at most places over

many places over Khulna and Chittagong divisions.
Day temperature likely to remain nearly unchanged over

the country.
Heavy rainfall

urtmphct'mrﬂl':l'llﬂdﬂljlhﬂll

next 24 hours.

to occur at one
division during the

Meanwhile, rain or thundershower occurred at most

places over the country
recorded are : Chuadanga

on Monday. Chief amount of rainfall
4.5 cm, Khulna 3.6 em, Rajshahi

and Feni 3 em and Dhaka, Comilla and Rangpur | em each.
The highest temperature of 33.6 degree Celsius was

recorded from

Outlook for subscquent two days change.
Extended outlook for another five days : Weather likely to

: Little

Monday were:
City Temperature in Celsius Humidity
Min Pam Spm
[Dhadea 28 268 56 07 89
Chittagong 32.4 24.4 78 78
Khulna 20.2 24 .6 1] :
Rajshahi 20.2 23.8 100
29 256 100
we 2, I £ %
l 30.8 X X RG
Jessore 29 X x 90

Valuu Added Tax (VAT) from Sweetmeats.

| Sweetmeat traders brnught out a procession in the city on Monday demanding withdrawal of

——&ar photo

A six-day inter-country
workshop on “"Population
Edur:ntlun and Nutrition” bc-
gan in the city Monday, re-
ports BSS.

Minister for Education and
Cultural Affairs Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury inau-
gurated the workshop organ-
ised by the Institute of Public
Health Nutrition (IPHN) with
the financial and technical as-
sistance of Food and
Afrlcullur: Organisation (FAO)
of the United Nations.

Twenty participants includ-
ing five from Sel Lanka and
thret from Nepal are taking

part in the workshop.
*  Presided over by Health

Secrctary M Mokammel Hugq,
the inaugural session of the
workshop was addressed by

FAO rcpresentative
Bangladesh Pcter Myers and
Dircctor of IPHN Dr M
Jahangir.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Education Minister said,
"when the human civilisation
has reached the highest point
and the astronauts are making
journey outside the earth, we
have millions of children sul-
fering from malnutrition and
early blindness.”

He said rapid growth of
population is a direct threat to
the social sccurity, and devel-
opment of the economy, stan-
dards of living and status of
nutrition and health services.

Prof Chowdhury stressed
the nced for improvement of
the status of nuirition and
changing the dicd habit and

"Terrorism, democracy |

can't co-exist’

Justice Maksumul Hakim
said in Dhaka Monday that the
newly born democracy would
be slain [ terrorism were not
annihilated from the soil of
the country, reports BSS,

"Terrorism and Democracy
cannot co-exist as they are
born encemy to each another,”
he said while specaking at a
seminar on “"Terrorism,6 vs
Democracy” at the National
Book Centre in the city organ-
ised by Zia Parishad, the semi-
nar was presided over by
parishad president Kabir
Morad.

Chiel Whip of the Jatiya
Sangsad, Advocate Khondaker
Delwar Hossain, President,
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) Reazuddin
Ahmed, convenor, Dhaka unit
of the parishad, Anwar Hossain
and Secretary-General
Mahbubul Alam were, among
othcrs, who spoke in the
seminar,

Justice Hakim said terror-
fsm was destroying not only
the educational arena but the
whole nation was becoming fts
victim. It is a scvere threat and
impediment in establishing
democracy, he said,

Terming terrorism as a na-
tional discase, Hakim urged all
to create consciousness among
the terrorist elements about
the harmful cflects of this mal-
ady.

He expressed his optimism
that there would be no place
for terrorism in the country as
long as the BNP government
will remain in power,
“because it is pledge-bound to
wipe out the violence from
the country, he added.

Khandaker Delwar Hossain
said the nation has just re-
ecived a newly born democracy
which was the outcome of the
long nine yecars of relentless
against autocracy.
seed of democracy
planted in the country through
the 1lth and 12th amend-
ments of the constitution
through national consensus is
yet to take a firm root,” he
sajd.

The Chiefl Whip said a
vesiced quarter was always en-
gaged in creating terrorism to

Book binders

call off
strike

The National BDook Bindin

T

surance given by
Minister for Education

Prihcipal Mohammad Yunus
Khan to take proper step for
maintaining the interest of the
workers [rom next year, re-

nss.
According to a National
Book Binding Workers Dal

press release in Dhaka, the
decision was taken aller a
fruitful discussion between the
leaders of the Dal and the
State Minister for Education
about the strike of the book
binding workers.

Abu Abbas MP, President
Oeneral

foil the democratic process
and also to destabilize peace
and harmony.

Referring to the campus vi-
olcnce, he said the ruling party
had named eight persons to
the parliamentary committee
on this but the opposition was
yet to submit their name.

"It is well nigh impossible
fer any single party to check
terrorism and stressed the
need for national consensus to
eradicate terrorism from-the
CAampus.

Rearuddin Ahmed said
democracy may be had through
an upsurge but it cannot be
rooted deeply at once.

He urged all to practise the
norms of democracy for estab-
lishing it on a strong founda-
tion,

Rapid growth of population |
-a threat to social security’

side by side checking the
populauun boom.

Mycrs, in his speech, said
political and social awareness
for better nutrition and food
would have to be created.

He said the increased popu-
lation is worsening the food
and nutrition condition in the
devcloping countries.

Friendship Assoc

team leaves for
China today

A [ive-member dclegation of
Bangladesh-China People's
Friendship Association leaves
Dhaka today for China on a
two-weck visit at the invitation
of the Chinese Foreign
Pcople's Friendship
Association, reports BSS.

The delegation members
are association President and
tecam lcader Dr Mirza Abdus
Sobhan, Dr Abdul Baten Khan,
Dr Begum Jahanara, Ahmad
Nazir and Muhammad
Jahangir, a prcss release of the
Association said.

One arrested
with pipegun

By Staff Correspondent
Sabujbag police on Sunday

night arrested one Sailullah-

Patwar! allas Suman and rccov-
cred a pipe gun with one
round of live cartridge.

Police on a tip rcached in
front of house No 29/A of

Kadamtala and caught the man
moving suspiciously at around
11 pm.

A casc was [iled with

| Sabujbag police
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KSP call to
vote for BNP
candidate

President of Krishak
Sramik Party A S M Solaiman
Monday called upon the people
to vote for BNP nominated
candidate in the coming by-
election for strengthening the
Jatiyatabadi force, reports BSS,

He said it was essential for
stabilising the present BNP
government to give democracy
an institutional shape. '

Solaiman was addressing a
mceting of the party workers
from Gulshan nnd Cantonment
thanas at Khilkhet Bazar in
Dhaka.

The Krishak Party leader
said the political quarters who
have been criticising faflure of
the democratic government
within five months of its for-
mation are in fact enemy of
democracy.

He said success of the BNP
candidate in the by-election
would be the victory of democ-

racy lnduudm.

Pres over Secretary
of Sramik Front of the
the meeting was also -
dressed, by General

Secretary
of the Party, Advocate M A Latif
Majumdar and Chairman of
Jubo Front Tolazzal Hossain.

Fire at Labour

Minister's office

By Staff Correspondent

A fire in the office room of
State Minister for Labour,
Barrister Rafiqul Islam 'Miah
causcd to the furniture
of the room nday morning,
Fire Brigade sources said.

The fire originated from an
electric short circuit of the
tube light of the room at the
Sccretariat and spread © the
wooden pannel of the wall.

Employces of the office
immediately extinguished the
fire with extinguisher. The
State Minister was outside the
oflice ‘al that time.

75 pc dropouts
in primary level

By Staff Correspondent

Dropout of students in the
primary level is 75 percent,
Nuruddin M Kamal, Joint Scc-
retary, Ministry of Education
said here Sunday.

He was presenting the kcg
note paper in a scminar in
scrvance of World Literacy Day
at the National Muscum Audi-
torfum.

He said that 77 percent
children get enrolled in the
primary schools but three out
of every four drop before
completion of five-ycar pri-
mary education.

The compulsory primary
cducation programme which
was already dclayed by one
year, would not be successiul if
this trend was not checked,
said.

EPSON

Sole distributor :

FI.ORA I.MIITED

u.mmm.

(18t floon). Banan,
Dhaka- 1213
Prone  BO0B3E

-

When the choice is
performance and value,

- the EPSON PC AX2e

is the winner

® 1 MB standard RAM
® with MS-DOS Version 4.01

m.mwu mmmh
Dhaka- 1000 Agrabed ( ommercial Aven
Phores 230064 256430 Chittagong
230491 231751 231950  Phone - 505050
Fax 89-02-830461

- v A '




