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A New Agenda for NAM

Bom in the shadows of the Cold War the Non-
Movement(NAM) is now faced with the

a new role for itsell. Some argue
that as the War ends, and along with it the
This

, 80 should the need for NAM.
those who never saw the NAM for what it really

can only be put forward by

was — an by the developing countries to
assert themselves in the international arena. Yes,
NAM was

bom out of a reaction — reaction to the
from the West, fally of the United
gr‘t::;le to mhe -llgnml Illzﬁ the idEn.!ogiCIII
st 8 socialist bloc. As Churchil

mm”h: descent of the Iron Curtian, the

annou
developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin

America were forced to choose — th h
cal and economic pressure — to be on the
side of that divide, meaning the West. It was to
protect the economically weak and nascent
states, [reshly out of the colonial clutches of the
European rowcn that Tito, Nkrumah, Nehru,
Nasser and Sukarno pioneered the non-aligned
movement, which in its hey-day reached a mem-
bership of more than a 100 countries.

Much water, as the saying goes, has sed
through the rivers since then. It is a le::tnt.
and in many ways, a better world that we now
face and it is in this era that the task has de-
volved upon us to find a new raison d'etre for
NAM. The first and foremost task that NAM faces
now is to transform fitsell [rom an organisation
that shielded the developing countries from be-
Ing drawn into the ideological battle of the super
powers to one that acttvely promotes the eco-
nomic and social advancement ol the developing
world. In other words Lthe focus of NAM will have
to shift from East-West to the North-South issues.
The ground work ol such a shift was laid in the
1973 NAM summit in Algiers where the resolu-
tion to launch the New International Economic
Order was adopted. Subsequcnl}y due to lack of
sincere [ollow-up on the part of NAM countries
and the rather shortsighted policies of some of
its more advanced members, the economic
agenda of NAM did not make the progress that
was expected.

The just concluded 10th meeting of the NAM
Foreign Ministers adopted a report aimed at
meeting the new challenges. NAM ministers have
dq:nur'llged the establishment of pluralism in pol-
itics which is an indirect way of hinting that
many developing countries could do with some
more democracy and freedom. They have also
called for greater co-operation with the West
especially in solving the problems of debt servic-

and technology transfer. A very pertinent

t of reforms in the United Nations was called

or, especially in the Security Council, which the

NAM Foreign Ministers felt did not reflect the

enlarged membership of the world body. The is-

sues of removing ‘Third World' poverty recetved

high rity in the meetling, for NAM continues

to the need of the poor and impoverished

masses of the world. As their representative NAM

is morally obliged to make the problems of their

development the central agenda of the interna-
community,

are gralilied {o note that the final report of

the NAM Foreign Ministers meeting reflects most

of the points raised by our Foreign Minister. We

compliment him for the leading role he played in

the deliberations of the meeting and for being

able to include the ideas put forward by
Bangladesh in its final outcome.

Judges under Fire

In Britain, as in a few other countries, there is
no shortage of causes, including some unpopular
ones, to fight for. Some of these campaigns, often
waged by small minorities, create waves to the
discomfort of the establishment, like a recent call
that the British monarch should pay income tax
on her enormous wealth. There is nothing the
establishment can do about what it might pri-
;atcly ?:gard a:m unpleasanéd fa]l-uutl.-l?. of t elfg:c-

om ol expression enjo the people in
. joyed by peop

Now, it seems, the judges in Britain have be-
come the object of a controversy, which has been
picked up by the press and broadcast by BBC for
world-wide attention. How far do the judges who
plainly detest involved in any public contro-

view the discussion remains a matter of
speculation.

The controversy has been touched ofl by a de-
mand from a little-known group. called "Charter
88", that the system of appointment of judges in
Britain should be medified to reflect the changing
social structure in the country. It argues that, un-
der the existing system, the judges tend to be
pro-establishment in their views, apart from be-
ing too old to understand the contemporary
trends in' t s Britain. In short, they are out of
touch with the reality. What's more, the group
complains that the representation of the minori-
ties and women on the bench is hopelessly inad-
equate, if not dismal.

In view of the support the group has generated
even people In the legal profession, the British
judges, not the judiciary as a whole, have
ceased to be a sacred cow. However, several im-
portant personalities have jumped to the defence
of the status quo. This is not surprising. After all,
any system that has survived centuries, like the
hard core of the British judiciary, serving as a
model for other countries, including Bangladesh,
must indeed be very strong in its foundation. But,
then, it is possible that its ewn inner strength
and its superb confidence in its own near-mfa%i—
bility may made this unique institution just a
little insensitive to the need for changes.

There is a saying that even In advanced coun-
tries, the society moves forward faster than tra-
dition-bound institutions. This, some say, is par-
ticularly true in it&hc case of Blll'ttam. Now that a
wind of charige is sweeping through more than
half of Europe, demolishing old mg;tlha and de-
stroying sacred taboos, one wonders how 1 it
will take the other half of Europe, feeling a €
m; in its own sense of security, to feel the

. Which institution will be hit first?
The Charter 88 has provided just one al
for a change in one important British in-
stitution. One wonders what will be the next sig-
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Apropos our editorial of Saturday on Ustad Alauddin Khan:

the statue in Kolhapur is of Ustad Alladia Khan of the

maestro
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grew at about 5.2 per
compared to the annual

mic of only 3.6 per
cent In the previous three
decades.

Dut this was not a smooth
trangition. The beginning of
the Sixth Plan coincided with
the second ofl shock pulltl.:r
scvere pressure on India’s
ance ol payments. India en-
tered into an Extended Fund
Factlity (EFF) arrangement
with the International

Fund for about 85.8
billon dollars. But the change
in economic policies initiated
in the Sixth Plan gave boost 10
exports and the balance ol

difficulties eased. In
fact, in 1984 India decided not
to draw the last instalment of
$1.4 billlon dollars undcr the
EFF arra nt. lowever, in
the second halfl of the '80s
during the Scventh Five Year
Mlan, the economy laced major
difficulties iInspite of a GDP
growth rate of 5.5%. The
Seventh Plan [(1985-90)
emphasized the role of the
private sector more than in
any previous Plan. It refllected

! a noticeable move towards

policy reforms which were
under contemplation in the
preceding scveral years. In
carly 1990, the domestic mar-
ket was deregulated over a
large area and a 3-year import-
cxport policy was drawn up
sciling a goal for reducing the
trade gap. It also involved re-

ﬁ#ﬁm&'ﬁm

TI';r: growth of foreign trade
in that pcriod was signiflicant.

' Imports went up from aboult 4

to 10 per cent ol the GDP.
This was accompanied by
other adverse developments
such as a rapid growth in bud-

. getary deficits, increase in the
, rate of inflation, and a rapid

growth in India's external

| debts — both short-term and
| long-term. Over and above, the

population growth rate which
was projected to come down
to 1.5 pér cent continued to

! hover around 2 per cent.

The recently announced re-
forms in the industrial, trade,
exchange rate and fiscal poli-
cics will undoubtedly bring
significanmt changes in the pro-
duction structure of India's
cconomy. These reforms have
reccived praise both internally
and externally, most of all by
afd agencies and the interna-
tfonal community. The
Brettonwoods institutions be-
lieve that India has "great in-
termational potential” and that
the recent policy reforms will
help to realize the potential
[aster,

The Indian experience
shows that transition from a
regulated economy to liberal-

AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH THE FINANCE MINISTER

Reforms Set the Stage for a
Thrust in Indian Economy

by M Syeduzzaman

Cuest Columnisi

ization can face more hurdies
in democracies. The. politi-

cians of the ruling party, long
used to authority and control,

particularly on public enter-
priscs, are reluctant to give up
thetr hold. 8o are the bureau-
cracies. The vocal keft in India
and activist intellectuals
spared no time in eriticising
many aspects of the new poli-
cies. The generation of indus-
trialists who prospered In the
cra of import substitution also
raised their veoices. Intention
to divest Government equity in
public seclor enterprises
raised conlusing questions of
political economy, social jus-
tice and equity. In coun-
tries including Bangladesh,
similar factors, have delayed or
obstructed needed policy re-
form measures even where ra-
tionale for policy changes have
been clearly establ on
professional and economic

Ncedless to say that econ-
omy reforms can succeed ulr;z
when these are implemen
with broad -based sup-
port. As an Indian commenta-
tor has reccently mentioned
"An cconomist's dream may be
a politician's nightmare”. To
the extent opposition political
partics did nol create a politi-
cal crisis and to the extent the
inftial unhappiness within the
Congress Parliamentary Party
also seem to have been as-
suaged, it may be concluded
that the new economic poli-
cies in India now enjoy more
support than opposition.
Neverthcless, many commen-
tators in India have observed
that it would have created a
much bettler political tradition
if the ruling party had taken
the opposition leaders into
confidence beforc finalization
of the new measures. This is
somcthing which has also not
happened in the other two
countries of South Asia who
have introduced economic re-
forms {.e. Bangladesh and
Pakistan. In fact in Bangladesh
strong opposition to some ra-
tional measures came from
within the party in power.

Iwis not surprising that in
India with a large number of
able economists, the new eco-
nomic strategy of Dr

Manmohan Singh, who is be-
lieved to be the principal ar-

chitect of these policies, have
received assaults on the intel-
lectual front. Galbraith
on his plece on "Rushing to
Capitalism”® many economists
fcel that the Brettonwoods in-
stitutions may be having a
k ture celebration” on
cm‘ economic philoso-
phies in India, and for that
matter in other South Asian
countries. Some economists
have gone so far as to draw a
parallel between Dr Manmohan
Singh's policies and the
Mahalanobish plan insofar as
the new strategy is completely
silent on the re sec-
tor. In my discussions with
several top economic policy-
makers, however, there ap-
peared to be a belief that the
strategy in the Iture sec-
tor is. by and large in place.
There are others who would

disagree and point out that the
agriculture sector has been

ernment retains effective in-
struments for intervention in
the major crop sectors
(cereals, cotton, jute, etc) f
found necessary.

Economic and political en-
vironments cannot be repli-
caled between countries. But ft
will be unwise to ignore what
can be leamnt from experiences
ol ether countries. It is ex-
pected that policy-makers of
the new Government in

ng real-
istically for anﬂm and
long term benefit. For a demo-
cratically elected Government
there is no ‘'need’ to put every
single administrative and eco-
nomic measure to vote before
organized groups and lobbies.
In a sense Lhe populism of
some politicians in
might as well have become a
policy maker's nightmare. The
present an future
Governments of Bangladesh
must handle the twin issues ol
economic development and
democracy efliciently. There is
no room for temporizing, [ar

css for reversals.

it is in this contcxt that |
have just inilerviewed Dr
Monmohan Singh, the Indian
Finance Minister whe enjoys
high reputation and prestige
both nationally and interna-
tionally for his intellectual at-
tainments, administrative abili-
ties and tic W
have known Dr as the
Chicf Economic Adviser to the
Government of india, Finance
Secretary {Bcrrrtm:nt of
Economie Alflairs)
Governor of the Rescrve Bank
of India. For a while he was
also appointed Depuly
Chairman eof the Indian

Planning Commission, before
joining last assignment as
Secretary of the South

Commission. The discussions
are recorded below in the

Manmohen Singh (MS) :
The Government will have

plenty of basic things to do iIn

the new situation. The
Government will have to be

seclor cannot .
Moreover, improvement of the
law and order situation will
remain a major challenge to
the Government. The polit-
cians will have to place

the people _crc?lhh: pro-
grammes for raising their level
of living. There is no danger in
any country with introduction

of marketl oriented cconomi
polices that the politicians wi

be short of work. In fact, with

and, .

the

economic restruct uring

our

cerned. We, therefore, had to
do serious rethinking The
mhmu::nl .
exercise.

Like several other South Asian
of In-
de-

countrics productivi
vestiment in India

ish, it will be a source of

stren to other developing
countries. A growin

Bangladesh economy

prospcrous can be
a source of strength for its
neighbours. Growth of the

triecs
Asia
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eration. Betier national -
cies will not only be

' |
SZ : Thank you, Dr Singh,

" 'South’ will increase the poten- for your time.

Muslim Factor Alarmed the Kremlin Hawks

HE coup in Moscow the

I day before the Union

Treaty was to be signed

was more a result of domestic

problems rather than for

foreign policy considerations.

The Treaty would strengthen

the republics at the expense of
the centre.

The coup leaders said that
they had changed the leader-
ship to overcome "the pro-
found and comprehensive eri-
sis, political, ethnic and civil
strile that thrcaten the lives
and security of the Soviet
Union's citizens and its
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity.”

Kremlin hardliners were
alarmed by moves by the 15
republics to take control of
their resources. )

Senfor officials from all the
republics met in July to work
out the deal by which Soviet
diamonds, gold and hard cur-
rency reserves would be di-
vided among themselves.

And the democratically-
clected president of the
Russian Federation, Boris
Yeltsin, said on a visit to the
main oil-producing region of
Tyumen in early August, that
ofl and gas industries in Russia
should come under the juris-
diction of the Russian
Federation before August 20,

While the Sawvict Union was
undergoing the "Second
Russfan Revolution,” the
Southern Soviet republics
were quietly speculating about
the possibflity of an Islamie
revolution.

There are 60 million
Muslims in the Soviet Central

" The coup against Gorbachev was an attempt to thwart the Union Treaty that greatly in-
creases the economic and political power of the republics. An additional reason for alarm
among the Kremlin hawks was the growing influence of Islam among the 60 million
Muslims in the Soviet empire's southern frontiers. -

Asian republics and Caucasus —
regions absorbed by the
Russian Tsars in the 19th
Century. That figure is increas-
ing with the highest birthrate
among the Soviet people.

Alter 70 years of religious
suppression, when only a
handful of "offlicial” mosques
were allowed to exist in the
country, perestroika has made
possible a revival in Islamic
culture and religion.

Since the dawn of glasnost,
thousands of mosques have
been built in the area. Students
are encou to learn Arabic
and Korans are freely available.

Although Central Asian gov-
emments are dominated by
Communist party hardliners
loyal to the Kremlin, at the
popular level there is much
anti-Moscow feeling.

Moscow's violation of its
treaty with Iraq during the
Gulf War by passing intelli-
genee to the US on the
weapons it sold to its former
ally was deeply resented by
Soviet Muslims, as were recent
moves to establish 'diplomatic
relations with Israel.

The hardliners in Moscow
saw in the Union Treaty fuel

for nationalist tendencies. In
the southern Soviet Union the
opposition to Communism

takes the form of the " of
Islamic revival.” ks

In spite of being banned
several times and harassed by
Soviet authorities, it has grown
in rural areas and claims
35,000 members in most
Muslim regions of the Soviet
Union.

Influenced by the cross-
border cultural currents, the
Islamic republics look for
guidance not to the West, as do
the Baltic republics, but to
countries such as Ilran and
Turkey.

In recent months, Muslim
nationalists have called for a
new unified Central Asian State
of Turkestan. :

In addition, they want the

Central Asian languages, cur-
rently written in the Russian
script, to be written in

Latin, as is done in Turkey.
The Communist party lead-
ership was justifiably worried
that pan-Turkism could fuel
ethnic violence. In July 1990,
300 pecople were killed in eth-
nic violence between the
Uzbeck and Kirghiz communi-
ties, and 140 people died in
inter-religious fighting in the

Ajerbafjani capital of Baku.
For the Soviet

a clarification

Sir, This refers to the news
blished on the front ol
Daily Star in fts edition of
September 7 under the

| headline "Govt, parties blamed

for campus violence.”

Since there has been a mis-
reporting of 5 h, 1 wish
to clarify .':113' cum that |
did not blame anybody, any
party, any authority In my
speech:; Secondly, I' did not
mention the | Session of
the Parltarhent and
Parliamentary Committee at
all. However, | did mention
‘about the two
formed by the
jand | suggested

that the tws

committees

problems — scssion jam and
campus terrorism — were
closcly linked, and could be
scen as aspects of the same
problem, with a history.
Solutions lay primarily with
the government which under
our cl;:r;lgtd Constitultion,
meant both the party in power
and the in ﬁyoppmiﬁn.

I de tely avoided mak-
ing any aggressive remarks
which is what your reporter
unfortunately imputed to me.

Zillur Rahman Siddiqui
Dhaloa

Relocating garment

. factories
Sir, The human and trans-
port pressure in Dhaka city

would be noticeably reduced if
a plan is formulated on a
phased relocation of the innu-
mecrable garment factories to

‘the outskirts of the city. The

authorities are presumed to
have some plans for the con-
struction of industrial estates
outside the metropolitan area.
One EP Zone is said to be com-
ing up outside Dhaka.

At present most of these
factories are located in rented
premises which are not de-
signed as factories. Many are
located in the residential ar-
eas,

The city also needs more
commercial areas to relocate
the hundreds of offices.

A Mawaz
Dhaloa

because he was seen to be re-
cdﬁn;nrdcnfmmt.heﬂ’ut.

It is {ronic that Time
magazine's "Man of the

3

el s
_ currently
Editor at Gemini News

Service.

Re-opening of Dhaka University

Pressure was building up on
the Dhaka University adminis-
tration to re-open the
University at an early stage.
The reason is obvious: session
jam which has already become
acute is being further aggra-
vated with the loss of each day
of the "academic year.”
Students at. the Honours and
Masters level who were sched-
uled to have complcted their
final examinations . in
March/April are facing an
uncertain future. But the Dhaka
University Teachers'
Association had resolved that
the University should not be
re-opened until an assurance
was by the government
and muml parties to the
eflect that there would be no
more violence on the campus.
The Academic Council, the
highest academic body in the
University, took the same po-
sition. There i{s considerable
ustification behind this view
use we have reasons to be-

| lieve that violence, which led

to the closure of the University
so many times in the past, will
break out once again when the
University is re-opencd, sup-
posedly on 17th instant.

In the circumstances the
question that all of us must
have in mind is: why are the
government and the two major
political parties
armed activists in their stu-
dent fronts in Dhaka
University maintaining si-
lence? Both these parties were
actively involved in the move-
ment to end au and re-
store democracy in the coun-
try. The objective has now
been achieved through the
combined efforts of be-
longing to all walks of life. But
neither BNP nor Awami
seems Lo ﬁ:'lnr indication

at they overcome the

ties realize the
siluation created
olence 1
gard - these musclemen as
“asscts”.

The responsibility, of seizing
unauthorised arms and taki :
to task those who possess

'use’ them squarely lies with
the government. For it is fts

who have

g;ycha!oglcal barrier created

many years of experience

(in the sense that use of arms
and control of campus, espe-
cially DU campus, have played
such a prominent role in na-
tional politics) and, that they
are
rorists. Let us recall here that
when the long-awaited discus-
sion on the cam
was held in the Parliament,
the Leader of the House, the
Leader of the Oppos
at least three-fourths of the
MPs remained absent.
very much likely that the mus-

clemen among the ac ts in
the student Fr‘nnts wﬂluﬁ sur-

render the weapons they pos-

scss. For the same arms are
used for a variety of other pur-

to disown the ter-

pus situation

ition and
it is

also.
par-
avity of the

campus vi-
hcy must cease to re-

outside the cam
owever, il the

duty to maintain law

and order in general. From the
relcvant clauses of the Dhaka
University Order it is clear
that University autonomy can-

law-en

agencies for such action

as and when necessary. But un-
fortunately,
government has tried to cover
up fts u

sometimes the

It is true that the U

administration is e
to cxpel the terrorists. But
us remember that all of them

let
are nol students. What is more,

as long as the terrorists re
main armed and can meove
about freely, this does not
solve the , B8
the experience of

University shows, such a step
can be counter The

problem has to be tackled at

the political and government
level. :

(a) the

scnt state of

2 be w
wi in
and the nation will
in other | sug
gest that till there are clear
indications to the effect
the concerned
willing to fulfil t
sibility,

desirable otherwise.

University played a commend-

able role in the movement
inst aulocratic regime, i
id contribute In

manner in .m-



