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NEWS BRIEFS
Khaleda back

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia returned to the

capital Sunday allernoon alter
a three-day tour of Madaripur,

Rangpur and Bogra districts.
Zia addressed several

and street mecetings in
those districts. She also ad-
dressed the government offi-

me.ndﬂnrl.l

reports BSS.

BIWTC strike
called off

MANIKGAND, !u:pt 8:
mployees of BIWTC

ﬂIH ofl their proposed iadcf
inite strike at Aricha ghat on
assurances [rom LGRD
Minister Barrister Salam
Talukdar that their demands
would be considered soon, re-

ports UNB.

Pilot killed in
Pak plane crash

PESHAWAR, Sept B8 A
Pakistan Adr Force afr-

Accra Declaration endorses political pluralisﬁ

ACCRA, Scpt 8 : The Non-
Aligned Movement [NAM) on
Saturday called for expansion
of the United Natfons' elite
Security Council to put more
power in Third World hands,
reports Rcuter.

A declaration after a four-
day NAM foreign minister's
conference in the Ghanaian
capital Accra also endorsed
political pluralism, giving offi-
cial weight to the/multi party
issue for the first time since

the movement was founded
three decades ago

"The present membership
of the Security Council should
be reviewed with a view to re-
flecting the increased mem-
"bership of the United Nations,
and promoting more equitable
and balance represcntation of
the members of the United
Nations,” the declaration said.

"Reform of the organisation
is of cardinal importance to
member countries of the

movement.”

The Security Council, which
gives permanent status to the
United States, the Soviet
Union, China, Britain and
France, holds a veto on deci-
sions made by the world body's
General Asscmbly.

The call reflected a shilt in
focus from East-West tensions
to the Gulf between the rich
North and poor South as the
103-member group strives for
a role alter the end of the Cold

NAM calls for expansion
of UN Security Council

War which inspired it

Diplomatic sources said the
move was proposed mainly by
major Third World powers like
India, Brazil and Indonesia,
which hold great regional sway
and want a bigger role on the
world stage.

"They want to be world

powers and are very dissatis-
ﬂed with the UN where. they
are not nent members of
the Security Council,” onc

See Page 12 Col. |

discuss the future of their republic Georgia during a rally Saturday to support their
President Zviat Gamsakhurdi who has announced to severe his republic's relationships

— AFP photo

' on June 4,

Kissinger meets
L1 Peng

BEWING, Sept 8: Henry
Kissinger, architect of the
normalisation of Sino-US rcla-
tions, met Chinese Prime
Minister Li Peng today as hcad
of a high-powered delegation
of former US officials, reports
Reuter.

Although the former

Secretary ol State’s visit is de-
scribed as privale, Western
diplomats speculate he may be
preparing the way for a re-
sumption of cabinet-level con-
tacts between Beijing and
Washington.
- The United States sus-
pended high-level visits after
China's hard line communist
leaders crushed pro-democ-
racy demonstrations centred
in Beijing's Tlananmen Square
1989.

The already-strained’ rela-
tions have been further tested

; { by trade and human rights dis-
. . 1
TBILISI (Soviet Union) : Local residents have a look at the map of the new Soviet Union to

“Inspite of the difficulties
now between us, | believe that
with concerted efforts on both

See Page 12 Col. 6

Plan hangs in

the balance

By Moazzem Hossain

The Fourth Five Year Plan
(FFYP) still hangs in the bal-
ance. The government has not
given its final approval to the
plan. The [ifteenth month is
now running alter the expiry
of Third Five-Year Plan

Long delay in u‘fpml of
the FFYP has virt
country without any n:dlum-
term plan. The government
has neither declared a plan
holiday for the FFYP period,
1990-95.

The Planning Commission,
headed by the Acting
President, could not hold any
extended meeting over the last
ten months after the fall of the
Ershad regime. So far, the
National Economic Council,
the highest economic policy-
making body, met only once
during this period to approve
the Annual Developrhent
Programme (ADP) for 1991-92
along with the revised ADP for
1990-91. The ADP represents
the annual phasing of public
sector investments under the
medium-term of [ive-year plan.
However, neither the Planning
Commission or the NEC con-
sidered the FFYP in any ex-
tended meeting in last ten
months.

Sources in the Planning
Commission could not tell
when an extended meeting of
either the Commission or the
NEC would take place to de-
cide about the FFYP. One indi-
cation however suggested that
the Planning Commission
would meet after the
September 15 referendum. If
the country switches over from
presidential to parliamentary
form of government alfter the
referendum, the Planning
Commission may be recast
with the Prime Minister

it.

The FFYP was approved ear-
Her in an cxtended meeting of
the NEC under the fallen
Ershad regime. But, the agreed
minutes of that meeting was
not signed. The plan with its
total size estimated at Taka
68,930 crore at 1989-90
prices, is still lying in (ts
"revised draflt form” without
formal endorsement by the
government. The total invest-
ment allocation under the
FFYP included Taka 41,930
crore for the public sector and
Taka 27.000 crore for the pri-
vate sector, both the figures
being in 1989-90 prices. The
size of the plan was however

termed "ambitious”™ by the
World Bank.

The role of the Planning

Commission in the cantext of
the commitment by the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) to "a market-oriented
competitive economy” has not
still been spelt out. In its elec-
tion manilesto, the BNP
committed itsell to a prag-
matic economic planning for
poverty alleviation, human re-
sources development and ef-
fecttve expansion of develop-
ment expenditure. This com-
mitment would only suggest a
stronger and more eflective
functional role of the Planning
Commission as in other fast
growing developing countries
in South East Asia like
Thailand and Malaysia with
strong private sector in their
economies, Thailand and
Malaysia announced recently
new medium term  economic
plans.

While the new medium
term plan in Bangladesh re-
gains still undecided, the gov-

See Page 12 Col. 8

with the USSR. -

DU reopens Sept 17 : No guarantee
for violence-free campus

No effective measures have
yct been taken to ensure peace
on the campus of Dhaka
University, which is going to
reopen on September 17 alter
a 48-day unscheduled closure.

The university was closed
sine die on July 30 when ac-
tivists of two rival student

ups — pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi

hhatra Dal (JCD) Awami
League-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) — fought
a running battle on the cam-
pus. The university was closed
a day before a scheduled pro-
cession by the DU teachers,
students and members of the
stall to initiate on the
trouble-torn campus ahead of
the DUCSU polls due to be

By Nazmul Ashraf

held on August 5.
Viee-Chancellog Profl Moni-
ruzzaman Miah is still seeking
the government's cooperation
in guaranteeing adequate
campus security prior to
rcopening the university, a
member of the Syndicate said.

He may seck interview with
the Act President, who is
also the ¢ of the uni-

versities, the Prime Minister
and the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to discuss the campus
situation, the Syndicate
member said.

He said the VC was main-
taining a low profile on the
matter. The Syndicate member

quoted the VC saying that he
(VC) was in contact with the

icaders of political parties both
in the mment and in the
opposition following their
commitments not to harbour
terrorism on the campus.

Another Syndicate member
said that the VC had told him
that the jcate members
would be informed of the out-
come of his eflorts at a meet-
ing to be convened soon.

Since the closure of the
university on July 30, various
organisations, and quarters
concerned repeatedly urged
the government and the politi-
cal parties to take a joint move
to end campus terrorism
which had already been identi-
fied as a political issue.

See Page 12 Col. 7

‘Ershad's trial aimed to uphold rule
of law, not to belittle Armed Forces’

Attorney Gencral Aminul
Haque yesterday told the
Special Judge Court, trying
deposed President Ershad,
that the corruption case had
been brought against him
(Ershad) to establish rule of
law and it had no connection
with the image of the Armed
Forces.

Ershad is [acing trial for
amassing wealth beyond
known sources of income.

The Attorney General ob-
jected to a remark of Chief
Defence Counsel Sirajul Haque
while cross-examining the
prosecution witness Lt Col
Atigur Rahman Munshi. Sirajul
an.lt said that Ershad served

the Armed Forces for 34

By Staff Corespondent
years and this corruption case
against him was aimed not only
to him but also to belit-
tle the Armed Forces.
to a question regardi
the Assistant Military
Secretary to the President,
Atiqur Rahman Munshi said
that he did not know anything
about this.

The Attorney General cate-
prh:lﬂy obju:ted to the word,

“belitting” the Armed Forces.
Lt Col Atiqur Rahman was re-
called by the Defence Counsel
for cross examination.

The following were the ex-
cerpts from the cross exami-
nation by Defence Counsel
Sirajul Haque.

Sirajul Haque (Defence

this,

lawyer) :, Do you know from
where the land cruiser which
was found in Lthe garage was

bought?
Atigur Rahman Munshi
(ARM) : No, | don't know.

DL : Were the gifts recetved

Ershad from home and

road being displayed?

ARM : Yes. Those used to be
kept on lay at Sena Bhaban
and

DL : Did you say anything
when the prices of copies of
the holy Quran were calcu-
lated?

ARM : No.
ment

DL : prayer mats were
hurdhﬂlﬂtmﬂl'-h-n D

See Page 12 Col. 3

| did not com-

Saifur leaves for
Nepal today to
attend JEC meet

Finance and Planning
Minister M Sailur Rahman
leaves for Nepal today to at-
tend the 8th meeting of the
Bangladesh-Nepal Joint Eco-
nomic Commission beginning
there tomorrow (Tuesday),
reports UNB.

The Minister is leading a
three-member delegation to
the three-day JEC meet, being
held alter one year.

The delegation include ERD
(Economic Relations Division)
Sec Enam Ahmed Chow-
dhury and Commerce Ministry
Joint Secretary Kazi Golam
Rahman. Bangladesh Amba-
ssador to Kathmandu Syed
Mohammad Hossain will also
join it at the talks.

Bilateral economic {ssucs,

See Page 12 Col. §

Judge trying
Zardari dies
of heart attack

KARACHI, Sept 8: A Pakis-
tani judge presiding over the
trial of opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto's husband died
of a heart attack today, police
said, reports Reuter.

Wajahat Hussain Siddigi,
62, was the second judge try-
ing Asif Al Zardari to die in
recent months.

In June unidentified gun-
men shot and killed Judge
Nabir Sher Junejo with two

bodyguards as he drove
through Karachi.
Last month, gunmen also

killed a senior police officer

investigating cases against

Zardari, who is charged with a

number of offences including

extortion and cons to
See Page 12 Enl. 4
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Hasina's call to ensure
free and fair elections

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina Sunday
called upon the pcople to vote
for Awami League candidates
in the ensuing by-elections to
strengthen her party's struggle
for economic emancipation,
institutionalising democracy
and establishing rule of law.

The Awami League chiefl
also urged the administration
to ensure [ree and fair holding
of the September 11 by-elec-
tion and said her party candi-
dates would win in all the seats
if votes were not rigged.

She was addressing by-
election rallies at Kochukhet,
Asad Avenue, New Market and
Badda in the city

Awami Leaguc

Secretary Mrs
Chowdhury, MP, Lt Col

General
Sajeda
td)

Shawkat Ali, MP, notcd [ree-
dom fighter Quader Siddiqui,
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya and Awami League candi-
dates contesting from Dhaka-
5, Advocate Shahara Khatun
and from Dhaka-8 Alhaf
Mokbul Hossain also addressed
the meetings. |
Sheikh Hasina alleged that
conspiracies were being
hatched to rig the by-elections
through different “L‘ includ-
ing bribing the people and the
election officials and supplying
duplicate ballot papers.

She said the BNP rm-
ment had utterly failed to
serve the cause of the ple
during its five-month rule. She

alleged that BNP chief who was
See Page 12 Col. 3

Kushtia town under
knee-deep water

Kushtia town has gone un-
der knee-deep water after
heavy rains for the last
eight days while overflowing
water of the Ganges the
Jamuna and the Gorai sub-
merged crops in vast arcas of
Kushtia, Pabna and Sirajgan|
disiricts, reports reaching in
Dhaka said Sunday, says UNB.
The Ganges swelled 6 ecm
above dan r rnlrh at the

Hard lngc inl‘. lnd
I'Irnod at t ﬂl ﬂhlt
point E-undq

Strong surges of the Ganges

and the Corai have caused

breach at many points on the
Raifta- u and H-ﬂlll-

Khadimpur flood control em
bankments.

~ threat of erosion

In Pabna, the flood situation
in seven upazilas worsened duc
to incessant downpour in the
last 48 hours and onrush of
waters from the Padma and
Jamuna. the Padma was flow-
ing 8 cm and the Jamuna 5 cm
above their danger levels in
Pabna.

Crops on some 15,000
acres of land have been sub-
merged in the districts, ac-

to official estimates.

About 5,000 of Bera,
Sujanagar, Iswardi and Sadar
upazilas have become homeless
in the flooding and erosion.

The Pabna irrigation pump
station buiflt at a cost of Tk.
400 crore was said to be under

the mighty
See Page 12 Col. |
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Moscow appeals for $ 100 billion Western aid

WASHINGTON, Sept B :
Soviet F Minister Boris

States James Baker.

*Very close cooperation”
with the West was neecded o
further democralic processes
and help the Soviet Union to
whmﬂ'utmrllnd
shocks that have swept it,” he

said .
The Foreign Minister said
Soviet President Mikhail

Corbachev told British Prime
Minister John Major when
they met in Moscow a weck
age that “100 billlon dollars
were found when the crisis In
the Gulfl struck.”

“In this country we have an
equally dramatic change, we

dramatic devel-

ntl ich aflfects the
duwly of the world in at least
said Pankin,

same degree,”
mucﬂnm.hm

"‘II is our hope that in this
situation, similar amounts of

Baker is scheduled to visit

the city of St. Pelersburg
(formerly Leningrad), the
Republic of Kazak and

the newly-independent Baltic
states as well as meet with

GCoerbachev and Russian
President Boris Yeltsin
Pankin said that besides
technical assistance and short
term humanitarian aid,
Moscow wanted (o Mun
scale giant
e clessong s cogomed ot o
from the United States and
other Western countries.
The F Minister redt-
erated that the Soviet Union

would uphoid its international
commitments, Includi the
withdrawal of Soviet military
forces (rom eastern Europe.
Sovict t continued to
move oul CGermany on
schedule, said Pankin, who
served as ambassador to

would held negotiations with
mmwunmm
from economic and defense
relations to the status of ethnic
minorities living in their terri-

‘ﬁnturuﬂy. this process will
be followed by the establish-

ment of diplomatic relations

just like we have done with all

the other countries,” he said.

Cuba
On Cuba the Foreign

Minister said Soviet relations
would be guided by “mutual

o Y i 0
course.” Article on page 4

|
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| Ban on by-poll

campaign
from tonight

A 48-hour ban comes into
effect from midnight tonight
on all public meetings and
processions within the area of
11 Jati constituen-
cies where bye-clections are
scheduled for September 11,
the Election Commission an-
nounced here last night, BSS
reported.

The ban will remain effec-
tive till midnight following
September 11 under Section
78 of the Representation of
the Public Order, 1972.

No person shall be allowed
to convene, hold or attend any
public meeting and no person
shall be allowed to or
join in any procession within
the area of these eleven con-
stituencies within this 48-hour

= See Page 12 Col. 4
Last minute
by-election

campaign

With only two days left, last
minute electioneering cam-

gns reached their peak for
next Wednesday's by-eclections
in the eleven Jatiya Sangsad
constituencies in six districts,
reporis BSS.

The Election Commission
has already announced a ban
on public meectings and pro-
cessions for 48 hours [rom
midnight tonight in the by-
clections arcas.

Voters, numbering over
23.64 lakh in the constituen-
cies are expected to go to 909
polling centers to choose their
representatives from among
49 contestants.

The ruling BNP and the op-

itton Awami League have

elded their nominees in all
the seats in Dhaka, Chittagong,
Rangpur, Bogra, Madaripur and
Bhola districts.

Election of the cleven
members will complete the

See Page 12 Col. 4

Four lett-parties
to form front

l.caders of CPB, NAP,
Samyabadi{ Dal and Gana Azad]
League at a meeting Sunday
agreed in principle to float a
political front with likeminded
parties and individuals, reports
UNDB.

NAP leader Pankaj Bhat-
tacharya presided over the
meeting held at his party of-
fice. Saifuddin Ahmed Manik,
Mujahidul Islam Selim, Nurul
Islam and Morshed All of CPB,
Kamal Haider, Maulana Azmi
and Principal Emdad of NAP,
Dilip Barua and Abdur Rouf of
Samyabadi Dal and Abdus
Samad and Daniel of Gana
Azad! League attended the
meeting.

Sources said a draft
containing the objectives,
structure and programme of
the proposed [ront was
finalised at the mecting.

See Page 12 Col. 3

BNP-AL
gunbattle
in Pabna

PABNA, Sept B: BNP and
Awami League supportiers were
locked in a gunbattle in the
town tonight, inj uﬂn’ an un~
specified number
reports UNB.

Witnesses said activists of
both the organisations used
cut-rifle, pipegun and fired
about 50 shots as the fighting
erupted at Kalachanpara, fol-

tension over the death
of two student leaders earlter_

The trouble started on

2 with Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, the student wing
ruling BNP, claiming that fits
activist® Serajul Hossain
Shaheen had been beaten to
death by Chhatra League (A-A)
supporters. On September 5§,
pro-Awami League Chhatra
See Page 12 Col. 6

APSU. ultimatum
to CU authorities

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 8: The
Chit University (CU)
unit of All Students Unity
(APSU) Sunday gave a

11 ultimatum
to the authorities for accep:
tance of its 10- t
and called an trrﬁ'lﬂ strike
in the districts educational

institutions from September

12 for non
The huhh'-

rest of the killers of Paruk ex-

pulsion of 63 students earller

scrved with showcause notices

by the CU authorities and
Soe Page 12 Col. |




