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Former top CIA | 3() mminutes end decades

official charged
with perjury

WASHINGTON, Sept 7 : A |

former top CIA offlicial was
charged on Friday with per-
m. making false statements

obstruction in the lran-
Contra aflair, the worst scandal
of Ronald Reagan's presidency,
reports Reuter.

Clair George Deputy
Director of the Ctﬁl mrz:l
operations during scand
was indicted by a federal grand

jury on 10 criminal counts,

prosecutors said.

The 33-page
charged that George leid to
the Congress about his knowl-
edge of the diversion of Iran
arms sale profits b.t; :rl:;
Nicaraguan Contra re
of former White House aide
Oliver North's secret operation
to help the Contras in 1985-
86.

indictment

Trains collide
in Congo : 150
BRAZZAVILLE, Sept 7 : At

least 100 people were killed
when two trains collided
overnight on the line between
Brazzaville the Congo's political
capital and Pointe Noire its
economic capital, Interim
Transport Minister Demba
Thelo said late Friday, reports
AFP. ;

However, the toll was
"provisional” and, could run
higher, Thelo told journalists
who travelled with him to the
town of Dolisie 30 kilometers
(20 miles) from the crash site
at Movouvouti Station, 400
kilometers (240 miles) south

of here. |

Reliable sources contacted
by mhon: in Dolisie said
the death toll could reach
150 or 200.
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of Kremlin rule

MOSCOW, Sept 7: It took
just 30 minutes to end halfl a
century of Kremlin rule in the
three Baltic republics and not
much longer to restore
Leningrad's pre-revolutionary
name of St Petersburg, reports
Reuter.

On a day of dramatic fast
moving events in the crum-
bling Soviet emperor on
Friday, the KGB security police
Ict a double agent's family leave
the country and a senior ofli-
cial said all republics and
former republics backed a plan
to decentralise economic ties.

In the Baltic states
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia —
thecre was deep satisfaction
tinged with slight {rritation at
the new state council's deci-
sion in Moscow to rccognise

their independence after
dozens ol countries had al-
done so.

e council was set up on
Thursday to run the Soviet
Uaion for a transitional period

fnation 51

following last month's coup
:;tl:mpt untfl a looser alliance

sovereign republics is estab-
lished. s

Its first act, recognising the
Baltic states, was unanimous
and took just 30 minutes.

At another meeting in
Moscow, the Russian parlia-
ment’'s presidium unanimously
and speedily decreed
Leni could take back its
old name St Petersburg, dcal-
ing another blow to the mem-
ory of state founder Viadimir
Lenin and the communism he

espoused.
The Baltic's rejoicing at fi-
nally shedding the yoke of

Kremlin and communist dom-
ears aflter they
were obliged to shoulder it
under a Naz{ Soviet pact was
tempered by the realisation
that freedom has a price.

This is the start of a long
long path of hard worked
needed to build an indepen-
dent state, said Rein Koov an

aide to Estonian Prime
Minister Edgar Savisaar. [t's
something that doesn't happen
every day alter all.

Bondeed by common eco-
nomic backwardness, the
three states are interested in
joining a trade zone with the
remaining republics.

Arkady Volsky deputy head
of an interim committee run-
ning the Soviet economy told a
conference in Moscow that
leading Soviet economist and
free market advocate Gigory
Yavlinsky had the support of all
the present and former re-
publics for the idea of decen-
tralising economic ties.

But in other areas the Baltic
states want to go their own
way, although it will take ycars
to unravel the mesh of eco-
nomic cultural and defence
tics built up over the decades.

The first and most impor-
tant question would be the
question of the Soviet armed

[orces sald Latvian President I

Tram

India rejects Pak claims of
killing 4,000 Kashmiris

ACCRA, Sept 7 India
rejects Pakistani claims that
Indian troops have killed
4,000 innocent civillans in
Kashmir, Delhi's Ambassador
to the United National said on
Friday, reports Reuter.

"The factual position is that
so many thousand people have
died in Kashmir over about the
last two years, mainly at the
hands of terrorists who are all
being trained and armed in
Pakistan,” Chinmay Gharekhan
told Reuter at a Non-Aligned
Movemcnt (NAM) conference

International h)qz:uon disasters :

UN Sccretary General Javier
high level council for the international

launched a special

de Cuellar on

decade for natural disaster reduction, with members [rom

five -differcnt continents, reports

Dominica's Prime Minister Eugen
Princess Chulabhorn Mahidol, Japa
Takeo Fukuda, Mexican former President Miguel

AFP from New York.

fa Charies, Thailand's
nese former Premier
De La Marid,

Egypt's Susan Mubarak, Ide Umaru of Niger, Sweden's Lisbelh

Palme

of the United States,

lavian Jancz

Stanovnik, and M. C. Zaltkhanov of the Sovict Unfon were to

form the ncw council.

The United Nations General Assembly In its resolution
44 /236 declared the 1990-2000 decade one in which a spe-
cial worldwide cffort would be made to minimse damage to
roads, physical injurics and cconomic difficultics caused by

natural disasicrs.

~ The Council's members were to assist the Secrectary
Gencral in promoting ways to curb the effects of such disas-

ters and In

the objectives
The s .

public and
by the General Assembly.
council was to hold its first mecting

private scctor support for
October 9

Perez to visit 3 countries: un s

Gencral Javier Perez de Cucllar will visit France, Iran a
Saudi Arabla next weck, a UN spokesman said Friday, reports

AFP [rom New York.

Francols Giuliani said that Perez ‘de Cucllar
atiend a conference In Paris on aid 1o Africa on
and would go on to Techran the day.

In the Iranian he will meet with President All

E

also with Pakistanit President Golam

Eshak Khan 1o discuss the truce in the Iran-Iraq and the sit-

uation in Alghanistan.
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UN spokesman said the release of hos
Middie East would not be on the agenda,
mldmwhrthulzn

The Secretary General would leave Iran on Se
Saudi Arabla for meetings with Saudi leaders and with of-
other member countries in the Gull Cooperation

de Cucllar will return to New York on September 15.
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The United States on Friday
of loree” by the Yugosiav
there , state Department
T " e Suve g

"We been by major
weapons systems by the Yugosiav military in violation of the
ceasefire, including jet afreraft and air-to -ground missiles,”
Tutwiler told reporters at a briefing

She said fighting continues in Yugoslavia, where the break
-,_:_:Mummm-dm
*ﬂmdhhﬂmm and
Yugosiav leaders plan to meet in the Hague today to
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in the Ghanain capital, Accra.

He was responding to a
confcrence address by
Pakistan's [foreign secrctary
Shaharyar Khan on Thursday,
accusing Indian troops of
widespread killings to put
down a Muslim uprising in the
Indian part of the mountain
state.

The spcech provoked a
heated exchange between
representatives of the two
NAM members.

Gharckhan said he had no
figures on how many pcople
had been killed in Kashmir. He
said the Pakistani figure of
4,000 could be true but
sircssed that most were killed
by the insurgents or were
themselves rebels labelled
“civilians” by Islamabad.

“There is a tremendous
insurgency going on and the
Indian security forces have to
do what they have to do,” he
said. "We have to protect our
territory and in the proccess
certainly people have got
killed™.

He said all reports of Indian
Army,. excecsses were

mmd and court martials

Gharekhan said there was
interna -recognised
cvidence of at least 65 training
camps for Kashmiri rebels in
Pakistan.

He said he was shocked
that Khan brought up the
accusations at the NAM forum
as Declhi and Islamabad were

over the Kashmir problem,
which has provoked to wars
between the south Asian
neighbours.

Indian and Pakistani forces
have recently clashed on the
border between Indian
Kashmir and Pakistan's Azad
(Free) Kashmir. Several deaths
have been reported on both
sides.

Each country accuses the
other of sending troops across
the heavily-fortified fronticr.

Responding to Pakistan's
call for talks on arms
limitation in south Asia,
Gharckhan said the best
safeguard for peace was for
Pakistan to renounce any
nuclear weapons programme.

Pakistan has not admitted
having nuclear weapons but
former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto recently said it had the
capacity to do so.

Indian exploded its first
nuclear bomb in 1974 but says
it has not pursued a weapons

me since then.

Gharekhan said deep
suspicion between the two
countries ever since Pakistan
was carved out of India at
independence in 1974 meant
any bilateral arms agrecment
between them was doomed to
faflure.

But the

he said two

 governments were working on

conlidence-buflding measurcs
such as advance warning of

troop movements ncar the
border.

already engaged In dialogue
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Palest i.

shows at the oil city of Jerusalem September 6 US
of State James Baker’s response to her letter

asking

help as her father is in Israeli

ison. Baker
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_in peace.

International

OSIJEK (Yugoslavia): Local citizens survey the dam
after the heaviest night of bombardment by Yugoslav

to this regional capital September 6
y artillery and rocket.—

photo

DPRK able to
produce
N-arms : CIA

TOKYO, Sept 7 : US intclii-
gence officials have told
Japanese government oflicials
that North Korea already had
the capability to produce nu-

clear weapons, Kyodo news |

scrvice reported Friday, says
AFP

The Japanese news agency |

quoted foreign diplomatic

sources In Tokyo as saying that

three US Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) ollicials met with

Japanese Foreign Ministry and |

Defense Agency officials
Thursday to brief them on the
latest information on Nortlh
Korea's nuclear capabilities.

The CIA oflicials reportedly
told the Japanese officials that

Baltic residents vo

to build democracy

VILNIUS (Lithuania), Sept
7. Beaming Baltic residents
celcbrated the Soviet Union's
recognition of their indcpen-
dence Friday and vowed to
build democracy where totali-

' tarfanism reigned for more
~ than 50 years, reports AP.

"We are joining the interna-
tional community of the world
with the banner of pecace and
freedom in our hands,” said
Latvian President Anatoly
Gorbunovs.

In neighboring Lithuania,
President Vylautas Landsber-
gis, was just as eflusive aflter
the Soviet State Council unani-
mously passed a resolution

' recognizing DBaltic indepen-

Pyongyang was now capable of |

producing nuclear weapons,
revising their views that it
would not be able to do so until
around 1995.

Using satcllite pictures of
Yongbyon, 90 kilometers
(56.25 miles) north

of |

Pyongyang., the CIA offlicials

explained that North Korea
could produce about seven

kilograms (15.4 pounds) of

plutonium annually from the

operating nuclear

there. Y

reactor

~ *“They also told the Japanese |

officials that the Yon n ura-
nfum concentration [acilities
already have partly begun op-
cration, according to Kyodo.

Kyodo noted that CIA had
previously said North Korea
would not have enough pluto-
nfum to bufld a bomb before a
large nuclear reactor was
opened In 1994,

i

dence.

"The [act that this decision
has been made is a very joyful
and positive act fn all aspects,
not only for Lithuania, Latvia
and Estonia, but also for the
Soviet Union f{tsell and the
whole world,” he told a news
conference.

Amid the impromptu par-
tics and optimism, however,
was recognition of the prob-
lems that lie ahead for the
three republics and sadness
that their freedom did not
rome without sacrifice.

"It would have been better il

it had come carlier and no
blood had to be spilled,” said
Vilnius police officer Jerzy-
Ryszard Daszynski, referring to
the deaths of more than 20
pcople in clashes with Soviet

troops in the Baltics over the
past 18 months.
Removing those troops is

US threatens dumping
action against 5 states

WASHINGTON, Sept 7.
Industrial wiping cloths from
Bangladesh and steel wire rope
from India, China, Tatwan and
Thailand are threatened with
higher US entry duties in anti-
dumping cases now before the
government, reports AP,

The Commerce Department
on Friday announced a prelim-
inary finding that "shop tow-
cls”, or loosely woven cloths
for wiping and cleaning ma-
chincry from Bangladesh, are

being Imported into the
United States at less than [air
value,

The department said |t
would determine Nov 19
whether the imports threaten
US makers, justifying anti-
dumping duties that would
range from 12.49 per cent on
Sonar Cotton Mills products to
26.63 per cent on those of
Eagle Star Textfle Mills.

The case, involving aboul
dirs 2.5 million In annual
BDangladeshi imports, was

| brought by Milliken and Co. of

the United States.
All of Thailand's approxi-
mately dirs | milllon worth of

annual steel wire rope exports
to the United States face anti-

dumping duties up to 54.12

per cent on a finding that the
Thai product enjoys govern-
ment subsidies and {s sold In
this country at less than {air
value, the Commerce Dept
said.

Thailand does not subscribe
to the subsidies code of GATT,
the General Agreement on
Tarills and Trade, so no lur-
ther proceedings are neces-

sary, Friday's announcement

The department said ft
would decide in 45 days, by
about Oct 21, whether imports
from India, China and Talwan
threaten damage to the US
steel wire rope industry
justifying collection of
countervailing and anti-
du duties.

The dumping margin,
equivalent to the amount of
proposed duty, on India's dirs
1.28 million of annual salcs
was calculated at 6.56 per cent
for all companties except
UMIL, where the margin was
only .08 of one per cent.

The margin was fixed at
47.54 per cent on all of China's
dirs 3.16 million annual US
sales and at 16.07 per cent on
all of Tatwan's dirs 3.6 million
salcs to the United States.

Hong Kong obsessed with money, says outsiders

HONG KONG, Sept 7:
Outsiders often remark that

free- market

the

teemin

o

run in the colony In two
months.

The run was tated
rumours that Standar
Chartered Bank was
“insolvent.” Considering that
the t had shut down
the Bank of Credit and
Commerce International
(BCCI) Hong Kong subsidiary
two days alter assurances that
it was sound, few were willing
to believe menl| state-
ments that Standard

chain was about to collapse.
They wanted to cash In
their pre-paid 2.50 US Dollars
vouchers before the doors
closed forever, tling and
Aghting for armfuls of cream

coping with a bank run.”
"News on the grapevine al-
travel faster than cash in
avan,” he said.

Another banker points out
that unlike in the west where
most people owe the banks
moncy, In Hong Kong, people
have squirrelled away up to
two years' salary in savings de-
posits.

it is part of the fittery
refugee mentality of the
colony's residents — many of
whom had fled the Communist
mainland to hold thetr earn-

ings In ready cash and to move |

en masse in the face of M-
mour.

With 1987 still some way

off, Hong Kong, don't
just earn and save. invest
with equal frenzy.

one of the biggest problcms
facing the new nations. There
arc believed to be more than
100,000 spread across Latvia,
and Lithuania.

Gorbachev hoped the Soviet
forces would be gone within
two ycars. All the Baltic leaders

and the United States will use
its influence to speed up the
departure,

Maris Gailis, a Latvian gov-

ernment expert, said the gov-
ernment planned to Mlft all

price rcgulations as it moves to
create a market economy.

Off the
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Yeltsin organised

body before coup

LONDON, Sept 7 : Russian
President Boris Yeltsin organ-
ised a secret defence commit-
tee weeks before the August
19 coup against Mikhail
Gorbachev eventually took
place, the BBC said Friday, re-
ports AFP. '
Quoting sources in the
Soviet capital, the BBC said the
Russian Defence Committee,
set up by Yeltsin in late June,
sent secret orders to
commands of the .rmym-:
KGB telling them to support
the Russian authorities in the
event of a coup.

And, it said, Yeltsin sup-

porters, from within
thcmmﬂumtbuiﬂ-
ing, intercepted messages
from the coup leaders to army
headquarters enabling them to
prepare any attacks the
- intelligence work and
organisation were vital in
breaking the coup leaders’ au-
thority in the country before #t
had a real chance to become
established, the BBC said.

Perez demands
release of
Suu Kyi

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 7 :
UN Secretary-General Javier
de Cucllar on appealed
for the release of a leading
Burmese opposition figure,
under house arrest for more
than two years, reports Reuter.

Aung San Suu Kyi, was de-
tained on July 20, 1989 for
repcated criticism of the mili-
tary establishment that
crushed an uprising for
democracy a year carlier.

A spokesman for Perez de
Cucllar said she remained in
detention despite approaches
made previously to the authori-

ties in Burma.

The
record 25.9

age at which women
years, a health and wellare ministry o

Record
Women like Christmas cake

TOKYO: Japanese women are delaying marriage
while men seem increasingly anxious to tie the knot, latest
government statistics show, reports Reuter.

o a
al said

rose last

on Friday. The marriage age for men fell to 28 4.

The Japanese have a saying that women are like Christmas
cake—alter the 25th's no good. But more and more women
are choosing to follow a care belore they marry,

It is now easier

for them to postpone wedding plans —

there are more unwed men than women in Japan.

Crackdown on prostitution

BEILJING: A crackdown on

prostitution in China

has lcd to a sharp drop incases of sexually transmitted dis-
cases in major citics, reports Reuter.

The drop in cities such as Canton and Befjing has aver-
aged 30 per cent in the first half of this year, reversing the
trend of the past several ycars, state media reported on

Saturday.

More than 29,000 prostitutecs and their customers were
detained in a two-month crackdown in June and July, ac-

cording to official figures.

Saturday's reports said more than 40 per cent of prosti-
tutes arrested were infected with discase.

Altogether 44,117 cases of sexually

transmitted discases

were reported in China in 1990. Gonorrhoea accounted for

60

per cent and syphilis 1.2 per cent.

By the end of last year, 493 people were found to be in-

[ected with the wvirus

that causes

Acquired Immune

Deficiency Syndrome and six people had full-blown AIDS.
The standing committee of parllament on Wednesday

passcd a law stipulating a minimum of 10 years in jail for

anyone forcing a woman into prostitution or running a

brothel.

The maximum pcnalty is death.

Hopes for cancer patients
LONDON: A tcam of French doctors said on Friday they

successfully treated three terminal cancer patients with a
new bioengincered drug rather than risky and painful bone-

marrow transplants,

rcporis Reuler.

The study, published in the lancet, is the first o substanti-

ate laboratory findin

that GM-CSF, one of the most promis-

ing drugs to be devcloped with gene-splicing techniques, has
broader and more sustained bencefits than bone-marrow

transplants.

The other two paticnts in the study died without any sus-
tained recovery and the rescarchers sadd they alrcady had
severely damaged blood cclls as a result of chemotherapy.
None of the five paticnts In the study could have tolcrated

bone-marrow transplants.

GM-CSF, which was approved in the United States this
year, is made by immuncx crop and licensed to |loechst Aglor
sale in Europe. It stimulates portions of the blood cell that

allow cell proliferation,
The drug is currently

tients to help

the viability

used
them rebuild their celis, and to tmprove
of bone marrow tran

in chemot pa-

but scientists also

believe the drug may have broader potential in treating

cancer.

Anti-Greenhouse layer

WASHINGTON: A
a moon of saturn may

solve global warming on earth, a

US space scientist said on Thursday, reports Reuter.

Alone in our solar system, saturn's moon Titan has been
found to have not only a layer that traps atmospheric heat
like that found on earth but a second anti-Oreenhouse layer
that offsets the resulting warming  effect.

CmmﬂMhﬁHMﬂ“
Administration described the second atmospheric
layer in an interview as a high attitude have that actually

the moon colder than it would be,
NASA research scientist and his fellow rescarchers

have drawn their conclustons

about Titan from information

collected during the orbit of NASA space probe Voyager |,
which gathered data on saturn as it few by.
Their indings are to be published iIn today's ssue of

science ne.

Only three planetary bodies in our solar

system are known

to be shrouded with an atmospheric layer of Greenhouse

gases — Than, venus, and earth.

Without these Greenhouse gases, which

there by warm the

degrees fahrenheit colder (30 degrees Celatus ) than it s

now, Mackay said.



