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Masud Rana, Swapan join Abahani

Sports Reporter
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* had another satis-

the ..".‘:!.‘Z.".; the
transfers for the

terday,

93 scason

for

Abahani's dependable goal-
keeper Mohsin and former na-
tional team defender Ranjit
lllhthl their and
handed them over
Abahani official reby
an end to -
mours of their joining
htllulllﬂn“
Masud Rana, the BKSP and
national under-23 who
last season for City Chub,

ly took a transfer to join
Abahani. Masud Rana im-
pressed the Abahani officials
with his conflident display in
the last BTC Club Cup and
Independence Day football

lournaments.

PWD defender Swapan also
decided to sign In Abahani's
favour.

In all 202 players have col-
lected their tokens with 80 of
the booters having completed
their transfers formalities yes-
terday.

Federation Cup champions
Mohammedan Sporting Club
officials spent another un-

tokens
h-ﬂtu
-I.I

the

eventful day yesterday.
BRTC's gifted medio Riaz
and Chandan of Bank,

who had earlier surrendered

BRTC midfielder Riaz yesterday signed for Mohammedan Sporting Club. On his right is

Mahbub Hossain Roxy, who left Arambagh for Mohammedans.

thelir tokens to
Mohammedans, completed the
signing formalitics yesterday at
the Senfor Division league of-
fice.

Brothers Unfon, the other
leading club in the Dhaka soc-
cer, are yet to fulfil their pre-
scason boast of luring all the
major stars from Abahani and

Mohammedans, the sole ex-
ception being the signing of
Waseem Igbal on Thursday.

Nabtullah of PWD and Parvez
of BJMC signed in favour of
Brothers Union yesterday.

There was a strong rumour
regarding Abahani's national
striker Sheikh Mohammad

Zimbabwean can expect no favours
from Mark Taylor's Aussies

HARARE, Sept 6:
@ A 15-day tour by

the Australian ‘B’

cricket team

could provide

further
ammunition for Zimbabwe as
they put their case before the
International Cricket Con-
ference for full Test status,
reports AFP.

At present, they are in a
“trial” period, with a firm deci-
sion promised next year, so a
good showing nst the Aus-
tralians, probably the most tal-
ented touring team ever to
come here, would be a point in
their favour.

From the Australians' point
of view, the tour s seen as an
important step in development
of future Test teams.

The Australian second
string 1s captained by Mark
Taylor, whose seven Test cen-
turies indicate he has nothing
to prove on the field except
perhaps his potential as a fu-
ture Test captain.

The same applies to Steve
Waugh, with 2,000 Test runs
under his belt, and Tom
Moody, the run-scoring sensa-
tion of this summer's English

SCAason.

But for others, like New
South Wales left-hander Mark
Bevan, it is a chance to im-

press against a country which

has proved capable of spectac-
ular upsets and which always

a high level of spir-
ited determination against

strong opposition.
Bevan has hit five centuries

in only 10 first class matches
and although Zimbabwe are

hardly as strong as any Sh-
eflicd Shicld side, the Test of
skill will be real enough.

MARK TAYLOR

For the Australians will find
themselves in quite different
surroundings — Harare is at an
altitude of 5,000 feet, for in-
stance — and facing opposition

struggling for survival in a
world where the odds appear
stacked against them.

The present tourists are the
most talented party to visit
Zimbabwe since independence
in 1980, when they broke away
from the South African Currie
Cup set-up.

Zimbabwe's cricket authori-
ties are determined to press
ahead with their claims to a
place on the Test circuit,
which relies essentially on
their undoubted position as
"next nation.”

This has been established
by winning the last three ICC
Trophy tournaments and
therclore a place in the World
Cups of 1983, 1987 and 1992.
And in 1983, they defeated
Australia and came desperately
close to an upset winy over In-
dia.

But Zimbabwe's results
against many other touring
teams here have not been im-
pressive and they have always
done much better in one day
games — which carry little
weight in Test terms.

Zimbabwe's prospects have
so [ar been dampened by the
continuing opposition of Eng-
land and Australia, the two ICC
member nations with the
power of veto.

And now there is the di-
mension of South Africa's im-
minent return to Test cricket.

Tuinell loses his top

LONDON, Sept 6:
% England's Ii:l't
arm nner Phil

Tufnell was invol-

ved in an squa-

bble with Midd-
lesex colleagues Norman
Cowans and Mike Gatting
during the country cham-

pionship match against Notti-
hire at Trent Bridge on

rsday, reports Reuter.
Tuinell's botled over
after Cowans had dropped an
easy and crucial catch off his
bowling when Middlesex were
attempting to force Notts to
follow on, Eddie Hemmings
bﬁx'lu batsman to escape.
venting his frustration
with a number of gestures, the
25-year-old clashed with
Cowans, who was clearly un-
hqpy at his colleague's ac-

T:lt umpire John
Hampshire u the r to
'mdl::'hhul the drama I:I:; not
end there.

Gatting pulled the
two aside to make his
feclings clear in a finger wag-
ging discussion but Tufnell,
whose briel Test career has
been surrounded with contro-
versy, showed his petulance by
walking away on two occasions

Fiorentina fined

MILAN, t 6: Filorentina,
whose [ans clashed with rival

supporters in Sunday's [talian

league opener at Juventus of
Turin, was fined 40 million

lire (dirs 31,000), on
e I'-rh;w was threatened

to play games a
from home if the mm:y
curred , reports AP.

The disciplinary commis-
sion also suspended
Florentina's goalkecper GOn
Matteo Mareggini for three
games for kicking an nt
in the minutes of

closing
m- 1-0 victory by

only to be summoned back.

All Gatting could say was
that he had had a "quiet chat”
with both Cowans and Tufnell.

Notts were eventually all out
in their first innings lor 3486,
Tulnel taking four for 137. At
the close of the third day of
the four-day fixture Middlesex
were 241 for six — a lead of
350.

Surrey boosted their title
challenge with a 171 run vic-

Action from yetardn s Milnars wn‘- volle

between Comilla an

Sports Complex.

tory over Hampshire. Waqgare
Younis ending with match fig-
ures of 12 for 92. The twn
sides meet in the Natwest
Trophy on Saturday.

At Chelmsford, title
favourites Essex are on the
brink of victory over
Derbyshire, one of their chief
rivals. The visitors, on 142 for
seven in their second innings,
are still 170 short of avoiding
an innings defeat. .

yball match
Pabna at the Dhanmondi Women's
— Star photo

— Star photo

Aslam is not having [ruitful
talks with the Abahani officials.
PWD, Brothers Union and to
some extent Mohammedans
were trying to convince the
ace goalscorer to join thetr
lents.

Local football pundits ex-

pect today to be a more event-
ful day.

The Springboks must still be
regarded as a powerful force in
the game, may be the equal of
Australia and West Indies, de-
spite 20 years of isolation.

Zimbabwe have also lost one
or two key players, particularly
talented batsman Graeme
Hick, whose career has taken
him to England.

It s a chicken-and-egg sit-
uation for Zimbabwe. Until and
unless Test status is achieved,
they will lose their best play-
ers; until they can keep such
people, they will not get the
results necessary to make the
right impressfon.

Zimbabwe also do not have
the depth of domestic ericket,
nor the spectator support,
which is necessary and many
people ® here believe the
cricket “authoritfes’ optimism
is misplaced.

The government {s unlikely
te allow their national side to
play in the domestic league of
another country, South Alrica's
Currie Cup, again and {f Zim-
babwe cannot persuade the ICC
there is room for nine Test
countries, they are condemned
to a wilderness of relatively
meaningless tours and the
demise of the sport here.

The Aussies will have no
sympathy with that, of course.
They are intent on finding
their best for their own future
and Zimbabwe is a sharpening
3tunc

Sport

Pakistan to play
5 matches in India

NEW DELHI, Sept 6 : The
president of the Board of
Contrel for Cricket in India
(BCCI), Mr Madhav Rao
Scindia, said here today that
Pakistan will play five one-day
international cricket matches
;lnummd carlier, reports

He said that the Board of
Control for Cricket in Pakistan

to play

October

The Pakistan Cricket Board
was still BCCIl's

request to hold t sixth
match (day-night) to raise
funds for the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation, he said.
Reacting to press

from Karachi which m
the Pakistan Board re-
duction in the five ma to

accommodate the day-night
match, the BCCI '
said, the

BCCP had not sent any com-
munication to that effect.

Fire Service

| closer to finals

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Fire Service
were well poised to ify for
the final round f[rom the
Central Zone of the Uttara
Motors national kabaddi
championship alter winning
both their matches yesterday
— the inaugural day — at the
Outer Stadium kabaddi court.

Four service teams are tak-
ing part in the Central Zone
qualifying round.

Fire Service defeated
Bangladesh Police 15-11 in
their first maich in the mom-
ing and then they ecasily dis-
posed of Ban esh Ansars
16-7 In the alternoon. They
now need only a draw today
against h Rifles, who
lost both their matches 8-
terday. to qualify for the final
round.

Bangladesh Ansars won
against Bangladesh Rifles 21-
14 in the moming before los-
ing to Fire Service iIn the
afternoon.

Bangladesh Police regis-
tered a 24-14 victory against
BDR in their evening match.

Besides, the champions, the
runners-up of the Central
Zone, too, will play in the final
round, to be held in Dhaka
from September 26 to 28.

Gehrig's jersey
fetches $220,000

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept 6: A
1938 worn by New York
Yankee bascball player Lou
Gehrig fetched a record
220,000 dollars at an auction
of sports memorabilia, a
spokesman for Richard Wolfers
Auctions Inc said on Thursday,
reports Reuter.

The flannel jersey, which
br.-furt the auction had been

pected to for less than
ITE ﬂDﬂ dollars, was pur-
chased on Wednesday evening
by Mark Friendland, an Aspen,
Colorado, Businessman.

The auctioneers said the fi-
nal price made the jersey,
which bore Gehrig's number 4,
the most expensive non-card
upnm memorabilia ftems year

HONG KONG,
Sept 6: World
Champion Rod-
ney Martin of
Australia was sur-
prisingly beaten
in the 50,000 dollar Hong
Kong Open squash tournament
n Thursday, reports Reuter.

Fifth-seeded Martin, who
has been the focus of much
media attention since winning
the world crown last month in
Adclaide, went out to 18th-
ranked Englishman Chris
Walker 9-15, 15-9, 6-15, 17-
15, 16-9 in a tense second
round match.

"l feel 1 have lost a bit of
spark since winning the world
title and it will be some time
before | get back to my best,"
said a disappointed Martin.

"I made too many mistakes
and he took advantage of them.
Nothing is cut and dry. You
have to play well to win and I

 Walker shocks Martin

didn't.”

Walker, 24, hoped the vic
tory would secure him a place
in the England squad for the
World Team Championships in
November.

He will now play defending
champion and top seed
Jansher Khan of Pakistan in
the quarter-finals.

Jansher, chasing a fifth suc-
cessive Hong Kong Open title,
always had the better of
Australia’'s Brett Newton de-
spite dropping a game.

The Pakistan{, winner of
the Singapore and Malaysian
Opens in the last two weeks,
defeated Newton 15-3, 15-7,
15-17, 15-4, :

Number two seed Jahangir
Khan was forced to withdraw
from the tournament with
bronchitis, handing Stuart
Hailstone of Scotland a quar-
ter-final against Australia's
Cristan Nancarrow.

Seeds sail in Sapporo

SAPPORO, Japan,
Sept 6; Fifth-see-

ded Otilia Bade-
scu of Romania
became the first
sced to fall while

other top paddlerl safely adva-

nced to the women's singles
second round in the 60,000
dollar Japan Open table tennis
tournament here Friday,
reports AFP.

The Romanian, ranked 21st
in the world, failed to convert
a two-game advantage and
crashed to unseeded Takako
Matsukawa of Japan 21-13, 21-
19, 22-24, 9-21, 20-22.

Current and former world

cha ns Deng Yaping and
Qiao of China, as well as
their compatriot Gao Jun,

coasted te straightforward
victories.

Top-seeded Deng out-
gunned Tomomi Takase of
Japan 21-14, 21-9, 21-11,
second-seeded Qiao trounced

Jorgen Perssons -and

another Japanese, Yayol
Kibayashi, 21-7, 21-9, 21-17,
and fourth-seeded Gao de-

feated. Agnes, Lelannic of
France 21-11,"21-12, 21-5,
Hong Kong's Beljing -born

players Chai Po-Wa and Chan
Tan-Luil also joined their
former teammates in the sec-
ond round.

Chai, seeded eight, downed
Gong Yao Chun of China 2110,
21-8, 21-13, while Chan, the
third seed, breezed past Seiko
g-lkrn:l of Japan 21-7, 21-12,

1-4,

Top-seeded Swedish pair of

Erik
Lyndh outplayed Chi Chin-
and Chin Chin-Shui of Tm:-:m
21-15,10-21, 21-8 and will
meet Chr:; fourth-seeded Yu
Shentong Wang Yongang in
the men's doubles semi-finals.

The other semifinal match
is an all-Japanese affair be-

tween Hiroshi Shibuya and
Kouji Matsushita.

full teams, but its
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BKSP gymnasts monopolise

BKSP girl Sharmeen Sultana excelled in the floor exercise event of the eighth national jun

gymnastic championships yesterday, winning the gold medal.

Bangladesh Krira Shikkhya
Protisthan (BKSP) gymnasts,
led by ace Haroon-ur-Rashid
dominated the second day of
the eighth national junior
gymnastics championship at
the National Coaching Centre
yesterday, winning all three
gold medals at stake on the
day.

BKSP gymnasts made a
clean sweep in the boys' hort-
zontal bars. Haroon-ur-Rashid
maintained his top form to
clinch his third gold medal of
the championship with a score
of 13.85 points. Haroon also
won the gold on Thursday in

the boys' lel bars event.

Asir and Zahidul Islam,
both of BKSP, took the second
and third positions respee-
tively.

Haroon-ur Rashid also dom-
inated the long horse event by
winning the gold with a tally of
17.25 points. His teammate
Amir Alf had to be satisfied
with the silver medal.

Labloo of Dhaka DSA broke
the BKSP monopoly by taking
the bronze medal.

Sharmin Sultana of BKSP
won the gold in the girls’ floor
exercises with 13.60 points.
On Thursday Sharmin won a

— Star photo

silver in the side-horse event.
Parveen Akhter, also of BKSP,
took the silver with 12.38
points, followed by Shamima
Sohell of Dinajpur who got the
bronze. Shamima Soheli had
the
side-horse event on Thursday.
The three-day long champi-
onships will conclude today

with the boys’' floor exercises
event, to be held in the after-

noon.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadeq Hossain Khoka
will give away the prizes
among the winners as chiel
guest.,

World gymnastics meet begins today

Soviets agaln favourites

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana,
Sept 6: Although the Soviet
Union are once again set to
dominate the World Gymnas-
tics

Championships, most
attention will be focused on
the South African team in the
coming week, reports Reuter.

The Championships, which
start on Saturday, will be the
first in an Olympic sport to in-
clude South African athletes
since the republic began dis-
mantling apartheid this year.

"For a long time now we
have wanted to welcome all
nations into our world compe-
titions,” said Yuri Titov, presi-
dent of the International
Gymnastics Federation. "This
is overdue.”

South Africa will not field
sts —
four women and two men —
are eligible to compete for in-
dividual honours.

"We will take great experi-
ence from these games no
matter the results,” said team
chief Kibus Sceepers, who
agreed they were unlikely to
take home any medals.

The Soviets, meanwhile, are
expecting a large haul. Soviet
gymnasts swept gold medals in
team and all-around competi-
tions at the 1988 Olympic
Games in Seoul and the 1989
World Championships in
Stuttgart.

"We feel that our team is at

the peak physical condition of

port,” said Leonid Arkaev,
hcad trllncr of the Soviet
men's team, "though the dis-
ruptions in our country may
have caused minor lapses in
mental preparation.”

The Soviet men are virtual
certain ties to win Tuesday's
team final and Thursday's all-
around competition may also
turn into a Soviet intra-squad
contest.

Not since 1974 has a Soviet
man fafled to win an all-around
title at a world Championship
or Olympic Games at which
the country competed.

Igor Korobchinski returns
to defend the world title he
won in Stuttgart. Goodwill
games champion Vitaly
Scherbo and World Cup
champion Valeri Belenki are
his biggest threats.

Valeri Liukin has performed
inconsistently since winmni
the Olympic silver in Seou
but cannet be discounted.

Kenyans to the fore

NEW DELHI, Sept 6: World
champion Billy Konchellah was
nearly three seconds ofl his
personal best on Wednesday
but still led a Kenyan sweep of
the B00 metres at a meet
where organisers are striving
for grand prix status, reports
AP,

The Kenyans won 16 of the
57 medals on Wednesday,
overcoming the 35 degree
elsius (95 Fahrenheit) heat.

"There is no question that
the strength of our team is not
with one proficient member,
but in our depth,” Arkaev said.

Teams from China,
and Germany are flmrxm
win the other medals.

The Soviet women can ex-

a tougher challenge from
the Chinese, Romanians and
host Americans.

Defending world c

i l;amphn
past her prime at 18, and the
elegant dancer may have a
rough time matching her ri-
vals,

Coodwill Games gold
medallist Natalia Kalinina,
World Cup champion Tatinana
Lisenko and rising star Oksama
Chusovitina have had better
results in the past year.

Cristina Bontas leads a revi-
talised Romanian squad whose
legendary training centre in
Deva disbanded for six months
in 1990 alfter the country's
revolution. - |

China's veterans Yang Beo
and Li Li are joined by an inex-

perienced but talented
which, while not as pﬁ:
the Soviets, has been training
the highest rated skills ‘ll ‘“
warm-up sessions.
The Americans hlw: _ﬂ.
won a gold medal at a Werld
Championships since 1979.
But Kim Zmeskal and Betty
Okine are the most likely can-
didates to that on one
Df'ut 'l‘l’!h"ﬂﬂll apparatus.
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Rear Admiral M M Islam, Chief of the Naval Staff, is seen among others with the BNS Haji

Mohsin team whe became champions in the annual swimmi

and water polo of the

Bangladesh Navy. The four-day meet concluded at the Naval Headquarters Complex
swimming pool at Banani on Thuridny (Sept 5).



