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N-weapons can be moved to Russia : Yeltsin
Crimea declares mdependence

. MOSCOW, Sept 6: The
t’frhlr.l. a Soviet Black Sea re-
on, declared “indepen-
* on Thursday but made
clear it was not away
from the republic of the
Ukraine, Tass news agency
reported, says Reuter.
The region’'s parliament
voted to become an au-
ionomous and independent
‘wepublic within the Ukraine,
which itsell declared In:h:
pendence from the

Union alter last month's mu

“Under the document, &e

republic’s territory cannot be
-lllund without its consent,”
Tass said. "Only the people of
the Crimea have the right to
possess and use the land and
its wealth.”
i Last week Russia said it re-
served the right to question
other republics’ borders if they
left the Soviet Union. This was
taken to refer to the Crimea,
among other regions.

The Crimea, a region
known for its holiday resorts
and wine, has an ethnic mix of
Russians, |krainians and
Tatars. it was transferred from
Russia to the Ukraine in 1954,

Landsbergis

AFP adds from Vilnius:
Homn recognition of the
of the three

Blnltlc republics was “very wel-
come,” thhulnhl President

e mF o

Troops, Tamils
locked in
[.ankan battle

COLOMBO, Sept 6:
Hundreds of government sol-
and Tamil guerillas were

ked in flerce combat in cur-
few-bound northeastern Sri

Lanka today as air force planes
bombarded rebel targets in the
region, officials here said, re-

ports AFP,
. Intense battles were raging
between government forces
and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the
jungles of Mullaitivu district, a
military spokesman llh‘.l
.dtllu that s of the oper
ation were not available.
“ "There is heavy Might
there, no doubt. But fie
commanders will not divulge
details because the operation
calls secrecy on the ground”,
th' Th:rld:;.'d army
a senfjor
uﬂ'lctr pruvﬂe:ln‘l':r the first
time casualty res in the
lwaun; in Mullaitivu which is
of the main LTTE

wuﬂ-mmt
for supplies between the

north and east.
Colonc] Sarath M

told rters Thursday
226 and 13 soldiers
died since

The coastal Mullatitivu dis-

lﬂctnndputnnl‘mﬁhm:‘
region were under
ﬂmuctuﬁﬂhpm
rushing reinforce-
uppluhthlr
l:ﬂ'-htlnlllttkm.

Vytautas Landsbergis said here

any envoy from the Unit
States, Under Secretary of
State Curtis Karmann.

The President refused fur-
ther comment until he saw the
text of Moscow’'s declaration.

Earlier today, the official

news reported
that the formed Soviet
State Council, chaired by
President Mikhafl Gorbachev,

H

a resolution is-
ing the independence of
uania, Estonia and Latvia.

Estonian Prime Minister
Edgar Savisaar said that the

world community had not
erred by the inde-

Eﬂmo{ Baitic repub-

The November 7 Red
Square military parade, one of
the Soviet Union's principal
commemorations of the 1917
communist revolution, has
been cancelled by newly in-
stalled Defense Minister
Evgueny Shaposhnikov, the
Komsomolskaya Pravda news-
paper reported today.

Another Reuter reportadds All
Sovict nuclear weapons could
be moved to the st and
most powerful republic, the
Russian Federation, (its
President Boris Yeltsin said

"I think there will be a pro-
cess of moving the weapons
from the Ukraine and
Kazakhstan to the Russian
Federation,” he said.

"Why because the main
thing is our responsibility for
control of nuclear weapons,
and not only for nuclear
weapons,” Yeltsin said on the
US television channel ABC in a
r‘r:;rlmmt shown Hve in

SCOW.

Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev also appeared in the
programme.

Western experts have ex-
pressed concern the trasfor-
mation of the Soviet Union
into a loose federation could
mean nuclear weapons were

no longer under unified con-
trol.

| Vanuatu Prime Minister ousted

in no-confidence vote

PORT VILA, Sept 6: Father
Walter Lini, one of the South
Pacific's longest-Serving prime
ministers, was removed [rom
oflice by a vote of no-confi-
dence.

The wvote in Parliament
lpinlt Lind, whb led Vanuatu

urrled by 24 votes to 21 in
the 46-member chamber. The
Speaker is not required to
vole.

Parliament also voted in
Donald Kalpokas, the former
foreign minister dismissed by

in 1980, was -

Lini, as the country’s ninth
Prime Minister.
Lini, 48, led the former

British-French condominfum

of New Hebrides to indepen-
dence 11 ago. In recent
weeks he fell into disfavor
among his own party after
leading figures including
Kalpokas, the chief law officer,
the ambassador to the United
Nations and the chief of police.

He also fired eight other
ministers, including some of
his closest former allies, and

50 public servants who dis-

agreed with his
Lini, an minister,
was defeated by an alliance of

18 n:'mbcr: of Parliament
from party and six uppo-l-
tion politicians.

Speaking in favour of the

no-confidence motion,
Kalpokas said the prime minis-
ter had breached the
Constitution by denying free-
dom of expression in the
country,

Last month, the Vanuaku
party held a special mnﬁren
during which chose
Kalpokas to rl:pllc: Lini as its
president.

At the time, Lini claimed
the congress, which he boy-
cotted, was improper. The
Supreme Court ruled against
Lini's appeal.

Vanuatu is a chain of 80 is-
lands, with a population of
142,600.

Pakistan accuses India of

killing 4,000 Kashmiris

ACCRA, Sept 6: A senior
Pakistani government offictal
said on that Indian
troops had killed more than
4,000 Kashmiri civilans in the
Inl EI} months, reports

d:putynfe.dm

Floods in Thailand :
16 killed
BANGKOK, Sept 6: Sixteen
people were swept away and
are regprted missing aflter
flashfloods hit Thailand’'s

northernmost province of
Chiang Rai, nm:l-h-ﬂ today,
AFP.

Offictals in Ch Rai, 820
kilometres (5§10 north
of here, said torrential rains
which began late Wednesday
had caused serious flooding in
Mae Sual district and 18 peo-

'phﬂumpllntnlm

| US waives visa for 13 muntriu.-n.

waived visa

dl:mhmdmmwh ranuhuut

t said citizens of

j;Army,., Croatians reach truce:

of the ceasefire In Slavonia and
hmcm-—whm:nﬂ:

'ﬂmmmnmnmm

agency said, reports AFP from
It sadd the accord was signed in

e_hldml
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Foreign Ministry, Shah
Khan, who is rtpru:nm;r{lh
country at a ministerial con-
ference of the Non-Aligned
Movement in Ghana.

He told delegates that daily
life in the Indian part of
Kashmir had been parlaysed by
a crackdown on Muslim mili-
tants fighting Delhi's rule in
the mountain state.

"Since January 1990, over
4,000 innocent civiians have
been kifled,” Khan satd. "The
political and administrative
system has brokendown. The
economy is in a state of col-
lapse. Medicines are not avail-
able and medical assistance
virtually non-existent.”

Khan said the Muslim upris-
ing was gaining momentum
despite the presence of more
than 400,000 Indian military
and para military troops in the
state.

Indian and Pakistani forces
have recently clashed in heavy

on the border between
Indian Kashmir and Pakistan's

Azad (Free) Kashmir. Several
deaths have been reported on
both sides.

The two countries accuse
each other of sending troops

across the heavily-fortified
frontier, which has provoked
two wars between m and

remains a major stumbling
block to better relations.
Khan said his country
wanted constructive dialogue
with New Delhti, which accuses
Islamabad of fomenting the
uprising Pakistan denies the

C

He also repeated Pakistani
proposals for arms limitation
talks in the South Astan re-

glon, saying the two neigh-

bours should meet with the
- United

States, the Soviet
Union and China to thrash out
a nuclear non-proliferation
agreement.

All weapons of mass de-
struction should be banned in
the region and conventional
forces cut on both sides.
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MOSCOW: Soviet President Mikhail Gosbachev (L)

dent of Kazakhstan, here September 5 at the Soviet Congress
of debate. The Soviet parliament dropped the post of Vice- President and created a new State

Counml for a transitional period until a new constitution il adopted.

talks to Nur:ultan Nazarbayev, Presi-

of 's Deputies' fourth day

—AFP/UNB photo

US Embassy in |

Tokyo evacuates
employees

TOKYO, Sept 6: The LS
‘Embassy in Tokyo evacuated
several hundred employees to-
day after a telephone bomb
threat, but police found on ev-
idence of a box, police and
embassy spokesmen said, re-
ports Reuter.

The embassy evacuated the
whole building around noon
after a Japanese man called
saying a bomb would go off
about 20 minutes later.

"We searched the building
and found nothing, "the US
Embassy Press Attache said,”
we have resumed normal oper-
ations."

"We think it was a practical
joke, "a Tokyo police

spokesman said.

82 killed in
train accident

in Brazzaville

BRAZZAVILLE, Sept 6: At
least g9 people were killed
when a passenger train and a
freight train crashed early to-
day the line between Pointe
Notre and the Congo, capfital of
Brazzaville, Congo Radio said,
reports AFP.

The army was sent to the
scene to help rescue survivors,

400 kilometers [250 miles)
south of the capital. The
freight train was traveling from
Pointe Noire and the passen-
ger train from Brazzaville, the
radio said.

One of the wag-
ons was hurled into a ravine
from the impact of the crash.

Two trains crashed on the

same line in July, leaving two

'dﬂdlndlmrn]h'ljuud.

Benazir in Paris

PARIS, Sept 6: Former
Pakistani Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto arrived Thu-
rsday in the French capital for

a visit which was to include

Sharif assured of Saudi
help for Afghan solution

B8: Saudi
ul Aziz's

ISLAMABAD, Se
King Fahd Bin A
special
prospects of a political settle-
ment to the Alghan conflict
with Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil here Thursday
officials satd, reports AFP,

Abdullah Al Turk! assured

The meeting came a day
after US envoy to the
Afghan resistance Mu
Peter Tomsen held talks here
with Pakistan Foreign Ministry
Secrctary General Zaki.

Tomsen discussed
prospects for an early settle-
ment of the 13 -old Afghan
war in view ol recent devel-
opments in the Soviet Union
and promised continued US

humanitarian help for the
Afghan oflicials said.
The i was also to

envoy
MHthﬂch-hnﬂnm

envoy discussed .

members of the Pakistan based
Alghan resistance, the official
statement added.

His seven-member dele
tion includes the Imam of
holiest Muslim shrine Kabba in
Makkah, Saudi Arabia.

Abdullah's visit, the second
by a royal envoy in about a
week follows recent Alghan
talks in Teheran and

Mujahideen in-fighting in the

castern Afghan nce of
Kunar which Mujahideen
sources said disturbed the
Saud! leadership.

The Saudi intel chiefl
Prince Faisal Al rki met

Mujahideen leaders here iIn
late August as fighting raged in
Kunar between the Saudi
bécked Jamiat-ud-Dawa and
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's Hezb-4-
Islami.

The Hezb claimed to have
driven out the rival faction
from Kunar's capital Asadabad

Global chaos if J apan-US
tension does not end

WASHINGTON, Sept B6:
Former US President Jimmy
Carter and former Japanese
Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone said on Thursday
that global chaos could be trig-
gr‘:i‘:l the growing mistrust

their two nations was
not ended, reports Reuter.

They said in a joint report
that world peace depended on
stability in major na such
as the Soviet Union.

But they added, “The global
future will, in the long ruh,
equally or even more critically
depend on whether two eco-
nomic superpowers— the
United States and Japan— can
foster and consolidate a con-

lll:lrul:ttv: cooperative relation-
ship

The Carter—Nakasone re-
port was aimed at improving
tics between their two na-
tions— the world’s two
economics with nearly 40 per
cent of the global gross na-
tional product between them.

But their ties have wors-
ened recently due to a big US
trade deficit with Japan, the
greater role Japan is p in
the US economy and l.lghgm
plaints Japan is not taking a
role in world affairs equal to
its new economic strength.

The report said, “The
United States and Japan must
take some initiatives.”

Opinion poll shows

Conservatives in lead

LONDON, Sept 6: Talk of a
November election m Britain
received a fresh boost when a
new poll showed Prime
Minister John Major's ruling
conservative party 4.5 per cent
in the lead, AFP,

The |atest poll, for the
Friday edition of the conser-
vative daily the Telegraph get
the ruling party 39.5 per cent
of voters' support, for the op-
position Labeur Party fell from
41 to 35 per cent, the poll
claimed.

Conservative Party man-
agers had sought to dampen
speculation of an early election

Thursday -n{ieng there was till

"much to done™ before
Major would want to go to the
polls to win his own mandate.

There was no need to
"hurry” into an election,
Conservative Chairman
Chris Paten said.

But the confirmation of the
trend towards the
Conservatives, helped this
week by the high international
profile taken by the Prime
Minister, was felt bound to in-

crease pressure on Major to
call the election early.

Major's personal popularity
rating remains well of
that of Labour leader Neil

e ——

Imelda will return

to Hawaii

HONOLULU: Former Phi-
lippines first lady Imelda
Marcos says she plans to re-
turn to Hawaii to observe the
second anniversary of her hus-
band’'s death, a newspaper re-
ported Thursday, reports AP,

Her Attorney, James Linn,
told the Honolulu Star-Bulletin
in a telephone interview that
Mrs Marcos will return to
Manila on Oct over |, if certain
conditions can be agreed upon
with the Philippines govern-
ment.

Mrs Marcos told the news-
papers that she canmot return
to Philippines without a clear
decision on when she will be
allowed to return her hus-
band's remains.

A total of 7,382 vandidates
have registered to run for 480
scats in the Sejm, or lower
house. In the Senate, or upper
house, 607 candidates are

for 100 seats.

Political analysts expect
that the main battle for par-
llamentary seats will be be-
tween two riotedln

more pariiamentary powers.
Recent election polls have
showed the strongest support
for the Democratic Unton and
surprising strength for the
Liberal-Democratic Congress, a
small but influential party
which counts Prime Minister

BOOOtorunforﬁrstPohsh polls

ruling Coemmunists and
Solidarity. At the same time,
the Senate was elected In a
democratic vote and Solidarity
won 99 of the 100 seats.

Alter the election, several of
the smaller parties joined
Solidarity to form a parliamen-
tary majority that led to a
Solidarity dominated govern-
ment headed by Mazowilecki,
the first non-Communist gov-
ernment in the former Soviet
East bloc.

Walesa became the nation's
Nirst larly elected presi-
dent December.

The upcoming pariiamen-
tary clection will the
democratic change of state au-
thorities. The new Parllament
is expected to drall and ap-
prove a new constitution.

Talks of poll receive
fresh boost in UK

Kinnock and was increased
this week by the visits to the
United States, Soviet Union
and Hong Kong — all impres-
sive to the voters.

The Torles went into the
lead in the polls Sunday with a
two point advance in the Mori
poll in the Conservative Sunday
Times, reversing a Labour
Party lead of up to 10 per
cent held for most of the year.

Then a hall percentage

int cut in interest rates

own to 10.5 per cent
Wednesday stoked election
fever further.

The fall in rates, helpful to
hard-pressed home loan pay-
ers, was widely seen by city
lnllyltl as a "politically-moti-
vated cut.”

And with inflation thought
likely to fall to 3.8 per cent by
the end of the year, November
could provide Major with his
best chance to win his own
electoral mandate.

Off the |

WASHINGTON, Sept 6:
President Gorh-ehﬂ': new
chief of stafl Grigori Revenko

Post, Gorbachev's ratings in
tl'lepoﬂl:m ?-lhut!fhe
wins su of Yeltsiffand
leaders of o blics, his

Judge's call to
keep politics out
of Noriega trial

MIAMI, Sept 6: A stern
judge told potential in
Manuel Noriega's drug and

racketeering trial to leave poli-
tics outside the courtroom,
reports AP.

US District Judge Willlam
Hoeveler and the lead prosecu-
gan grilling a panel of

115 people Thursday, and the
questioning was to continue

Friday.

The judge noted the
publicity surround-
ing case since Noriega’'

1988 indictment and the US
invasion of Panama the follow-
ing year — then told the panel
to ignore it.

"As far as I'm concerned,
therc will be nothing about
this case that has anything to
f;lrith politics, “"Hoeveler

The judge has said he
hoped to seat a jury in a few
days — but both sides acknowl-
edge it will be hard finding an
impartial panel.

All the potential jurors said

they had heard of Noriega. In
subsequent individual ques-

tioning, several expressed
doubts about able to
judge his fairly.

"Deep down inside | know
I'm prejudiced against the de-
fendant,” Guyanese immigrant
Raymond Cheddi told lead
E::nculnr Michael Sullivan. "]

a straight-track life."

Record

Not even a penny from Anne

. LONDON : A group of Britons
charity have hit out at Princess Anne re

to raise for

to give them a penny, the Daily Star reported Friday, repots

Reuter.

The
Queen
three-mile (5-km) trial of
(5.000 dollars) for charities.

per said the group
th's daughter to publicise their bid to lay a
pennies to raise 3,000 pounds

wanted a penny coin from

iser Jane Matthews said charities which will benefit
the Princess's now Save The Children Pund, but her

assistant private secretary had

written to say Anne could not

single out one worthy cause and not another.
"l coukdn’t believe it. You would think she could spare a
penny, Matthews said.
Buckingham Palace was not available to comment.

IRA bomb gets bogged down

BELFAST : The IRA buiit the

bomb ever assembled

in northern Ireland but fts bid to launch the deadly cargo
with a human time bomb at the wheel of a tractor got bogged

down in a fNeld,

batiling to oust Britain from
three and a half




