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ODAY, we are living a

fast-paced life. Sud-

denly, we find all
types of pressure pushing and
crushing us: school load,
exams, college, jobs, ambition,
how to make money. We are all
trying our very best to channel
our energy and enthusiasm
into different channels which
will attain for us our dreams —
our materfalistic ends. Today's
man has completely lost touch
with his roots. In trying to
build for himself the best pos-
sible establishment, he has
forgotten his original and ulti-
mate home — Mother Earth.
We have ceased regarding the
carth as the living, supporting,

Sabah Moyeen

THE GREEN
HOUSE EFFECT

This s a very apt term de-
scribing the real danger. Due
to modern technology and in-
creased industrialisation, the
amount of poisonous gases in
the atmosphere has increased.
These gases get trapped in the
atmosphere and act like the

glass of a green house, allowing

sunlight to penetrate, but not
letting the reflected infrared
heat out. The supply of Carbon
dioxide in the air has risen
dramatically due to increase in
power plants, cars, large-scale
burning ete. Our forests and

feeding and nurturing home
that it is. We have taken for
anted the immeasurable
unties of Nature and be-

trayed her shamefully.
Even looking at the world.

there were always other
threats which seemed much
greater; nuclear war, crime,
drugs, disecase, famine,
. But now it is time to
sit up and think about our . =
planet, now when the earth it- .

oceans are now unable to filter
all the carbon-di-oxide pro-

duced, which is as a result
getting trapped and polluting
the earth. To prevent this,
consumption of energy and
electricity must be reduced.

self is retaliating in response =
to the gross injustice done to

it. if we are perceptive, it is
not difficult to detect the

warnings our planet is issuing :
devas s, life-taking
famines,

carfhquakes,
droughts, cyclones, storms etc.
If the carth is powerful enough

to nurture us, it is powerful
enough to destroy us too.

We were not always oblivi-
ous to the problems which
have today placed our ecosys-
tem in jeopardy. On April
22,1970 more than twenty
million Americans rallied in ci-
ties and towns to raise national
consciousness about the dete-
riorating condition of our
planet. As a result, remarkable
d-nﬂllmn-: l <

ntal Protection
was established, the

., and Clean Water acts

, the US army at
in south east Asia was
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of us to form a solution w

the earth's problems.

Burning fossil fuels (coal and
oil) as a source of energy must
make a transition to replenish-
able sources — like solar-
power, which do not con-
tribute to global warming. Gas
e for cars must be im-
proved. Trees are natural
store-houses for carbon diox-
ide. Planting more trees could
be a major earth-saving step.

DESTRUCTION
OF RAINFOREST

Rain-forests are vital for en-
vironmental safety. They are a
major source of oxygen : they
moderate our climate and pre-
vent floods and sail erosion,
they also recycle and purify
water. Many medical ingredi-
ents are found in the trees of
the rain forest. They are home
to millions of birds and ani-
mals. Burning of rain-forests
releases fantastic amounts of
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Ghostly in the background, an encroaching sand dune
meets trees planted to stem desertification.

The Perfect Face

Sumaiya Andaleeb

soft sponge.
First, wash your face thor-
with a mild soap. Study
your [reshly cleansed lace In a
well lit mirror and decide
which of your features you
and en

ETS face it girls. all of
us want to look great,
and unless we arc
blessed with a perfectly

make-up (o create fa wanl o emphasize

cial contours. All it takes to do hance and which features you

an is a sharp eye, a want o play down.

sicady hand and a few tricks ol

the beauty trade. Apply foundation after you

have moisturized your face and

To do the best job, you need peck with one that suits your

the right tools : a foundation gkin type. Blend it well into

that is a shade lighter than your hair-line and all the ex-

your regular one : a pale. posed parts of your neck. so

that there is an even, smooth

this weeks selection of questions and brain-
enthusiasts. get set! Your answers are
next week we will announce our first
your name in the winning list. send in

your answers by next Friday to :

Editor, Rising Stars

The Daily

28/ 1 Toynbee Clreular Road
Dhalea 1000
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Quiz No. 4

1. Which is the most common gas contained in the
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s Trench f(or Challenger
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. How many ghosts did scrooge converse with?
, government do we have that
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6. Where did Simon Boltvar fight for freedom?

7. What key on a computer keyboard makes the
m:h-hlpuh:ﬂmuidﬂmdu?

8. Name the woman by Hindu god Lord Krishna

9. What was the first printed Bangla book?

10. Who sang 1 did it my way™?
(Answers in two weeks)
Answers to Quiz No.2

| Hammurabi

2. 17th March 1920

3. Eva Braun

4. Rafiq Selam. Barkat Jabbar

5. Fazhur Rahman Khan

6. Thomas Edison

7. Rathindranath, Madhurilata, Mrinalini,
Somtndranath

8 Dr Muhammad Yunus of Gramesr Hank

9 Albarsa

10. Rommibus.

skin tone. Remember that a
foundation is not meant to
make you look fairer but to
even out your complexion.
Apply concealers in the places
where required in small
amounts — slapping on a whole
lot will only emphasize the

arca you are trying to disguise.

In [acial colouring, as with
dressing, it's helpful to re-
member the power ol colour :
light colours make an arca
stand out, while dark shades
make it recede, it's this U
more than anything eise whi
makes correcting facial faults a
simple task. Here are a few
common examples of facial and
their corrections :

SLIMMING A WIDE NOSE :
Dot a line of the darker foun-
dation the full length of the
nose on both sides Blend
gently with the sponge or your
fingertips away from the cen-
tre of your nose. Dot on the
lighter foundation on the top
centre of your nose and blend
well so that the effect looks
natural.

LIGHTING THE SHADOWS
UNDER EYES. Dark circles
and puffiness under the eyes
can be causéd by lack of sleep,
nervous lension or a poor diet.
if the problem is a serious one,
consult a doctor without delay.

i it's caused by too many late
nights, or too much TV : wamn-
ing- get some rest. Meanwhile.
you can dot on the con-
cealer and blend it gently with
the side of your little finger so
that it matches the rest of your
complexion.

SOFTENING A HEAVY JAW -
Julia Roberts’ jJaw they find at-
tractive, but as for the rest of
us; Use a darken foundation
along the jaw

pering away (o nothing to-
wards your chin. Blend well in
all directions, ly down
to the neck. Add just a touch of
a pale highlighter on the pad
M?Wfﬂlﬂnwrﬂurm&y:

will look considerably
your chin more pointed.

 geous,
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carbon dioxide and precipi-
tates the nhouse effect.
Many countries allow their
forests to be burnt so as to
make room for pastures and
grazing grounds for cattle to
ensure more meat. It is outra-
t true, that one thou
sand plant and animal species
become extinct each year due
to destruction of rain forests.
Last but not least, we cannot
underestimate the loss of natu-
ral scenic beauty brought about
by tLhe destruction of rain
foresis,

THE OZONE
LAYER

The Ozone layer is 7 miles
up in the air and is a shield
against the sun's ultraviolet
rays. Man-made chemicals
such as chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) used in refrigerators,
air conditioners, Styrofoam
and industrial solvents, are
eating away at this natural
shield meant to protect earth
and us. This also adds to the
greenhouse eflect.

DUMPING
GARBAGE

Instead of dumping garbage
and polluting the air, we must

implement ways to recycle
stuff: like throw-away alu-
minfum, glass, paper, card
board etc.

CHEMICALS,
TOXINS AND
PESTICIDES

By spraying pesticides,
dumping chemicals on farm-
lands, using hormones, growth
stimulants and antibiotics on
animals, who ingest them first,
toxins accumulate in animal
tissues and build up in higher
concentrations along the en-
tire food chain. We sit at the
top of the food chain, so

~whenever we eat something
. from nature, we are swallowing
these toxins too.

How much more will it take
to make us see that we are, by
being oblivious, not only
torturing the earth, but also
working towards our ultimate

destruction. A ot of c
will have to be brought about.
We cannot wait for everyone

else to do it — to change the
change

world you
yourself first.

must

The magic word is blend
well. Remember, ractine
makes a woman perfect, and

s0 sit in front of that mirror
and practise again and again

IANG remembers a
time when she had a
home. There were
cows, the green fields, and her
mother, her father, her
brothers and sisters. Then the
soldiers came. Men with harsh
voices that shattered Liang's
dreams. Everyday men came,
and the fields were no longer
green and friendly. One day
Liang crossed a river, cold and

L

frightening, and she never saw °

her home

Liang lives in a ref
camp. She fled her homeland
with her family, and they may
spend the rest of their lives
hoping to return. In the camp,
they share a lean-to shack with
another . Liang waits all
day for something to happen,
but nothing ever happens in
the camp. Nothing except
waiting. Waiting for someone
somewhere to clear their pa-
pers, so they can go to
America. or France, or
Australia; or maybe the war
will end and they will go back
to the green fields.

Halfl the world's fifteen mil-
lion refugees are children.
Wars, starvation, state repres-
sion, all these are reasons for
people leaving their countries.
Caught in conllicts they cannot
understand, children are torn
away from the world they
knew, dragged through un-
speakable horrors, and
dum in camps with uncer-
tain futures. Often they witness
scenes of torture that leave
them scarred for life. Once in
the camp. there are very rarcly
educational facilitics. rchabili
tation treatment., or cven a
healthy growing environment

A whole generation ol chil-
dren knows only one home.
their camp. Palestinian babics
born in camps have attained
adulthood and are now Aghting
for a freer life. Vietnamese
children finally accepted in
some country of asylum take
months to adjust to what the
rest of us consider a normal
childhood.

Refugees must first be
recognised as such by the in-
ternational community. Bodies
such as the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees determine whether a
person has lelt their country
out of a real fear of persecu-
tion. The refugee is inter-
viewed at length, and so are
the members of his family.
This is to make sure that
someone is not just trying to
emigrate and get a better job.
Because many people pose as
refugees, this is harmful to
genuine refugees, who will re-
ally face trouble if they return
home.

The next step is finding a
new home for the refugee. The

list is long, and it takes
years before children like
liang see the outside world

Laugh Lines

0 Why is it bad to write a
letter on an empty
stomach?

Because it's much better
to write on paper.

SCENE: The Pearly Gates,
in the future. St. Peter is
checking the credentials of
the deceased at the gate.
Among the many dignitaries
comes up a pert little blonde
in a skimpy dress and she
marches her way up to the
front of the admitting line,
giving the saint a cooing hello.
St Peter gives her a beaming
welcome, drops everything
and leaves all the famous peo-
ple waiting for 45 minutes
while he sees that the blonde
roperly settled in.
: Lttn; this most of them
b-cmmh:r;te. One politician,
havi ust enough. asked
mn:.- -njup-adll about her.
"“Down Oon earth.® explains

cut in and cut of traffic, drl.l
off st intersections, she

l&ln]'ptcd and ran stoplights.
Gentlemen.” he said to the

impatient few

Save your Planet — Save Yourself | When are We
Going Home?'

agrjhn. Till a country is found
willing to take them, theywait
inside the barbed-wire '
Because ft costs money M-
cate refugees and make them a
part of society, countries
sometimes hesitate to accept
them. Sometimes, no one
wants them, and they are
shipped back to their country,
where they are sure to face
hardship and death. When
refugees return to the country

tion.

Repatriation is not always

against the refugee’'s will. If the
war back home ends, refugees
return on their own. This is
what happened to the nearly 2
million refugees who were
staying in Pakistan and are
now moving back to
Afghanistan, though peace is
not yet certain.

Often children are left or-
phanned by wars, and the
whole process is doubly com-
plicated for those who have no
parents or guardians. Children
who get lost in the escape
from home and are acciden-
tally separated from their fami-
lies have little chance of find-
ing them, though UNHCR and
the International Red Cross
and other organizations work
actively to reunite families.

Refugee organizations also
work to help refugees establish
themselves in a new country,
to learn the , to look
for a job, to counter the cul-
ture shock. But the most diffi-
cult part for children is forget-
ting the terrors they have ex-
pericnced. the cruelty they

have seen. to learn to love and
trust the world

Imagine that you will never

see your home again. imagine
that you are in a country you
know nothing of, where you
will spend the rest of your life.
Liang is still waiting in her

refugee camp, waiting for a
new home. Sometimes she

asks her mother, "When are
we going home?” But now she
knows she never will, that the
green fields are there, but she
will not walk in them again.
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they fled, it is called repatria- [

Faces of refugee children from three different continents.
Looking out towards a world that has no place for them,

dreaming of a home of their own.

If you want to know more
about refugee children and
how to help them. here are
a few places you can write
to:

UN High Commissioner for
Refugees. P. O. Box 2500
1211 Geneva, Switzerland

— Photo UNHCR

International Commilttee of

, the Red Cross,

17. Avenue de la Paix, 1202
Geneva, Switzerland

UNICEF. 3. UN Plaza. New
York. New York 10017

The sky had been cloudy all
day, and the distant rumbling
of thunder could be heard, but
not a single drop of rain had
fallen yet. My mother and | had
been sitting on the verandah
outside my room, silently
watching the sky, simply en-
grossed in our personal
thoughts. All of a sudden my
mother said without even turn-
ing to me, "It's late, Khoka,
you'd betler go to sleep.” | left
without the usual kiss, or even
a goodnight for that matter.
She had not even noticed.

One month ago my little sis-
ter had died. She was a
‘preemie’, and there had not
been much of a chance for her
in the first place. My mother
had had a nervous breakdown
and it had been arranged for us
to go to her [amily's house In
her home :

it had been a zamindar's
house a long time ago. It had
once been beautiful, you could
tell, but had now fallen into a
bad state. No one lived there
any more — only 4 rooms were
habitable, and they sufficed for
us two. | enjoyed wandering
about the broken-down parts
of the house. | could hear the
clink of the bangles that the
ladies of the house must have
worn: | could sense the trepi-
dation of the servants as they
carried fool in to the dinner
table — the masier had a
headache and yelled at any one
in sight; | could see the master
himsell, collecting rents from
his tenants . . . so much his-

We had been here three
weeks now and so far as |
could see, the fresh air and
guict had not done mother
good. She was still as list-
leas as ever. All she did was
walk around the house and its
ga . She hardly ever
talked. My father had not been

3

The Storm

by Sumaira Azim

imagine how much [ cried.
It must have been just after
midnight that night when

heavy thunder woke me up.
The storm that had refused Lo
break was now raging with as-
tonishing ferocity. | found my-
self getting up. | say 'found my-
scll’ becausce it was almost as il
| didn't want to, but was being
forced to — as if someone had
partial control over my body.
Suddenly, all 1| wanted to do
was walk away from the house
— from my mother. There is a
door which opens onto the
garden from the verandah, and
| was just opening it when |
heard a voice say, with a con
trolled urgency. "Don’t go this
time. Pleasc Khoka.”

The desire to get away was
still strong, but my mother was
pleading with me and | could
nol turn away from her. Only,
when | went up close, it was
not mimnlh:-r but a lady who
rescmbled her greatly.

"Come, sit next to me,” she
said in her gentle woice,

Dreamlike, | did as | was
bid. She was silent for a while,
and | was s ly content in
that silence, but | was very in-
terested when she [inally
spoke.

"l ived here once, long ago.
| too had a son called Khoka
and | too loved him % 1
had children after ﬂ:’:u{ut
they were all too weak to sur-
vive. When he was seven years
old, | finally had a healthy
daughter. She was the [irst
baby in the whole family since
Khoka, and everyone paid
great atiention to her. Khoka
was not a jealous boy, but he
was used to being the only
child in the family. Besides, |
must confess, for some time
we . . . well, we almost forgot
him. One mﬁL he simply
walked out of the house — just
like you were doing — and
never came back.”

| shivered at this. The lady's
voice had broken down. Afler a
while she continued. "So, every
year | come back and wait for
him o return.”

Something In me woke up.
“But how did you get in? And
who are you?' She smiled, a
sofl, sereme but yet lragic
smile. "It is time for you o go

back Lo bed.” For some reason
or other, 1 did not want to
protest. She sat by the side of
my bed and sang a soothing
lullaby that soon had me nod-
ding ofl. Just before | dropped
ofl she said: "don’t worry. The

storm will cleanse your
mother.”

"Of what?” | remember
thinking.

| was awoken by the sound
of singing. Not a lullaby though
— a cheerful song. It was my
mother. "Come on, sleepy
head! Time for breakfast. Hurry
up or [I'll eat up your food as
well as mine. I'm ravenous!”
She ran out, laughing.

To say | was astonished
would be as understatement.
As | got out of bed, | noticed
that onc side was wet, as if
with dew. My cyes widened as
| remembered. | rushed to get
changed — my mother might
really cat up my breakiast: She
was a woman of her word.

Outside the sun shone and
the Mowers bloomed, as if
there had not been a storm the
night before. The storm had

passed forever.

Time Off

Common Sense questions

1. Does ev ton produce
hutnrcr‘r

2. What is assembled and then
assembles 7

3. What is the most perishable
Hterature 7

4. What has leaves and a spine

but is neither a plant nor an
animal 7

| opposile directions, but
both went due south: how ?



