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washbuckling Capriati

NEW YORK, Sept
4: Jennifer Capr-
fati, walloping se-
rves more than
100 mph (170
kph). took a giant
toward becoming the
ml;pll US Open winner in
ry as she reached the
semifinals by toppling def-
ending champion Gabriela

Sabatini, reports AP.
ti; at 15 already one

of 'the strongest women in
.teninis, beat Sabatini for the
first time in a full match, 6-3,
7-6 (7-1) on Tuesday, mrc:;l
powering her on serves an
groundstrokes, pounding back
returns. from midcourt and, at
critical moments, lobbing with
tion.
. "I 'have come this far, | hope
| can -go all the way.” said
Capriati, a year younger than
: Austin was when she
won in 1979. Capriali is the

smks Sabatini

youngest semifinalist
in UE ﬂpen history three
months older than Andrea
Jaeger in 1980.

Capriati next plays 17-year-
old Monica Seles, a 6-1. 6-2
victor over Gigi Fernandez.

Capriati did exactly that to
break Sabatini fn the 11th
game of the second set, taking
the ball about five feet behind

the service line and rapping it

back harder than it arrived.
Put on the defensive, Sabatini
hit a forehand long to fall be-
hind 6-5 with her third bro-
ken service of the set and fifth
of the maich.

Overeager, perhaps, to fin-
ish it off, Capriati couldn't put
the match away quite yet. She
made several errors while suf-
fering a break that put the set
into a tiebreaker.

- "Every time | used to play
her belore. she'd control me."
Capriati said. "She would move

me side to side with her heavy
topspin. | never used to attack
her second serve, but now |
went in with a different atti-
tude.”

Sabatint, “who had beaten
Capriati in their first six
matches, lost only once before
— in the Canadian Open last
month when she retired with a
blister in the middle of the
second set.

"I played a very bad
tiebreaker,” said Sabatini, who
lacked the speed. agility and
confidence at the net that she
showed last year in beating
Stefli Gral in the final. "I
missed so many balls. |1 played
a little bit short and she was
hitting very deep, attacking
me, so | didn't have too many
chances to come to the net.

Earlier, Seles, still promis-
ing to set the tennis world
abuzz with her sexy new garb,
put off the fashion show to

GABRIELA SABATINI — dethroned by a swashbuckling Capriati.

-ment, wi

concentrate on reaching the
semifinals for the first time in
her career.

She wore the same old out-
fit and had the same old
strokes, and was the same
young granter knocking down
the older folks.

The victim this time was
Gigi Fernandez, only 27 but
still a full decade older than
Seles, who barely broke a
sweat in wi 6-1, 6-2 in
53 minutes of tedious tennis.

Seles, who won the
Australian Open this year and
her second straight French
Open, is trying to add the US
Open to her Grand Slam
achievements. Last year, she
lost.in the third round here,
and in 1989 she lost in the
fourth round.

Fernandez didn't act much
like a serious threat on the
court as she sprayed 36 un-
forced errors in her first
match against Seles, who made
only 10 errors.

Seles started as if she were
out to break the record for
fastest match of the toumna-
the first four
games in 12 minutes while not
dropping a point on serve

against a player appearing in

’Itrﬂmtﬁrnrﬂﬂlhmqam‘hcrﬁ-

I:dT'I don’t think that | was so
much nervous or impressed by
the event as much as by her
game,” Fernandez said. "She
came out really strong and she
was jumping all over my serve
and serving really well.
"She is always fighting and
thinking. She is a very smart

h

Monica Seles of Yﬁgmlravia watches a return shot to Gi
won the match 6-1, 6-2 to move into the semifinals.
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gi Farnnndez n!' the US on Sept 3 at the US Open ifi New York. Seles
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Connors casts shadow over stars

NEW YORK, Sep
4: Stefan Edbcrg,
Jim Courfer and
Pete S ras are
pcaking at the
right Aime.
Michael Stich has
the talent to win the US Open
and Ivan Lendl the will and the
expericnee, reports Reuter.
But as the last eight men

player, very tenacious, and | Prepare for quarter-final bat-

keeps coming at you. If you
look at her you don't think she
is a tennis player. She is not
built like a tennis player, but
her mind just keeps her in
there.”

Seles agreed totally with
that assessment.

"l think all the great players
have that,” she said. "I mean,
Chris, Martina, also Jimmy
Connors, Mac, everybody. 1|
think you have to have that. |
mean you can't be a dead per-
son on the court.”

A brief lapse in the fifth
game and a sudden spate of
alert, aggressive net play by
Fernandez led to a break of
Seles, service at 15-40.

Fernandez finally held to
start the second set, then held
again aflter five deuces in the
third game to make it 2-1.
Seles ran into a little resis-
tance with three break points
in the fourth game. but pulled
out the game and crulled
through the next three while
dropping only four points.

Serving for the match,
Seles again faced a break point
but was saved by still another
Fernandez mistake, an easy
backhand return into the net.
Fernandez saved two match
points but succumbed on the
third with a backhand that
caught the net cord and
bounced back.

Kenyans won't run in SA
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Shishu Kunja
School champs

JHENIDAH, Sept 4: Shishu
Kunja High School became

and madrasha football compe-
tition-91 of Jhenidah Sadar
#hthgﬂ-ﬂu:lﬁﬂ:
Institute by 3-0 goals o
, reports UNB.
Eul._l Huq of Shﬂhu

Dakar, Senegal,

Joannesburg, Nebiolo said.
The Johanesburg mecting

will have an Olympic pro-

and

gramme except for the
marathon and the combined
evenls.

South Alrica has not been
invited to participate in the All
Africa Games.

A senior official al Kenya's
Ministry for Culture and Social
Services said there was no
hope of Kenyan runners going
to Johanesburg , describi
the idea as “both untxpeclz
and premature.”

“The Alfrican National
Congress (ANC) liberation
movement is oo apprehensive,
uncomlortable about black
states dealing with Pretoria,
dealing with the racist

‘whites,” he said.

‘Kenya does not want to
give the ANC further cause for
concern or alarm,” added the
official, who asked not to be
named.

The absence of Kenyan ath-
letes would seriously under-
mine the Unity Games.

K-2 conquered
without oxygen

“CHimbing K-2 was the
dream of my life that came
40, the

Kenyan men dominated the
distance and middle distance
events at the World Athlctic
Championships in Tokyo last
weck, winning gold at BO0O,
5,000 and 10,000 metres and
also triumphing in the 3,000
metres steeplechase.

Czechs win 1-0

NITRA, Czechoslovakia,
Sept 4: Czechoslovakia difeated
France 1-0 halftime (1-0) in a
European under-21 soccer
championship Group One qual-

ifier on Tuesday. rcports
Reulter.

Scorer: Obsitnik (45th
minute).

Attendance: 3,209
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tle, the big question at the
National Tennis Centre must
be: How can mere mortals —
even the best tennis players in
the world — hope to cope with
the seemingly divine resurrec-
tion of Jimmy Connors?

The 39-year-old ageless
wonder, who is part magician,
part master showman and part
warrior of Homeric propor-
tions, has taken the 1991 US
Open by storm, leaving the top
title contenders to labour in
his considerable shadow.
Power tennis may be fash-

ionable these days, but Jimmy
Connors is having fun again at
the US Open. And there is ab-
solutcly nothing more enjoy-
able for tennis fans than
Jimmy Connors having fun on
his favourite stage

"It's just another Connors
miracle,” the five-time cham-
pion sald after reaching his
17th US Open quarter-final by
taking an epic [ive-set
marathon from Aaron
Krickstein oen his 29th birth-
day — his second miraculous
come-from-bechind five-set win
of the tournament.

Connors . had said his goal
was to still be playing on his
birthday, but if his body holds
up, he is a good bet to beat un-
sceded Dutchman_Paul
Haarhuis and reach the semifi-
nals.

“I'm just amazed at what he
is doing out there,” said
Haarhuis, who upset an ailing

Boris Becker on his way to the

NEW YORK, Sept
4: World number
two Moniga Seles
is not making a
lot of [ricnds on
the tennis tour,
reports Reuter.

"I am not going to talk to
the lower-ranked players.” said
the second-seeded Seles alter
racing past unsecceded Gigi
Fernandez 6-1, 6-2 on Tuesday
to reach the US Open semifi-
nals.

"Before maybe when | was
playing doubles | would talk to
more, but now | really couldn't
say that | have anybody that |
would call friends.”

Fernandez, 23rd in the
world, conflirmed the |7-year-
old Yugosiav's attitude.

"l don't think she is very
popular in the locker room,”
said - Fernandez of the
Australian and French Open
champion.

But, Fernandez also added
that the aloof attitude of Seles
is shared by many of the top

Selective Seles

"Most of the top players
don't hang out. They are not
friendly with anybody. They go,
play and they leave and there
fs nothing wrong with il. This
is a not a popularity contest,”
said Fernandez of Puerto Rico.

Though Fernandez is not
[riendly with Scles, she ad-
mires her competitive nature.

"She doesn't look like what
you think a tennis .player
should be bulilt like,” said
Fernandez of Seles's slight 5-
foot 9 inch (1.75 m) frame. "I
think her tenacity and her
ability to concentrate and deal
with pressure has gotten her
to where she is."”

Seles is not shy to rank
hersell with all-time greats
who had renowned [lighting
spirit.

“l think all the great play-
ers, Chris (Evert), Martina
(Navratilova), Jimmy Connors
and [(John) McEnroe have
that,” she said. "You can't be a
dead person out there. The top

players on the tough points are
there. | definitely have that.”

round game in US Open on August 27. HcEnrul won 6-4, 6.3, 6-3.
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quartcers.

Haarhuis has never played a
Grand Slam quarter-final and
is likelvy to hmnc rattled by
the rousing, rollicking stadium

court scen¢ that has accompa- -

nicd Connors's matches — the
perfect :_-,rmhlnnh uf artist and

JIMMY CONNORS

audience as Connors pumps up
the crowd and they in turn
psych him up for the next

point.

“The crowd wins them [or
me”, saldsConnors, who could
make a.Bible-thumping evan-
gelist jealous with his ability to
whip a crowd into a frenzy.

"He's a, magician, nobody
can bring a crowd to its feet
like Jimmy," says long-time ri-
val John McEnroe.

Sccond seed Stefan Edberg
also figures to claim a place in
the final four.

The former Wimbledon
champion takes on Spaniard
Javier Sanchez, the third re-
maining unsecded player who
is surprised and satisflied just
to find himselfl in the quarter-
finals.

Edberg, who is still looking
for his first US Open title,

produced. perhaps his finest *

carccr performance here in
turning back Michael Chang in
the fourth round and can even
afford a let-down against the
49th-ranked Sanchez and still
reach is third open semifinal.

The other two quarters
provide intriguing contrasts in
slyles and should produce
some cxcellent tennis.

Third- lﬂ:dtd German
Wimbledon: champion Michael
Stich has :looked im
and will iry to blow seed

¢ dvan' Lengl off the eourt with

his monster serve.

Lendl has not attained his
best form since undergoin
hand surgery in the spring
may be vulnerable.

But the three-time Open
champion, whose frustration
over his, failure to win
Wimbledon is well known, haa
been to the final ecight times.
Ie knows what it takes to win
here and despite his state-
ments to the contrary, he
would surely like to beat this
upstart Wimbledon winner on
what he considers his home
court.

The other guarter-final pits
a pair of American Grand Slam
champions in a classic match-

up of serve and volleyer against
basecliner when defending

champion Peje Sampras takes
on French Open winner Jim
Courfer.

Both are extremely conli-
dent and on tap of their
and each is well capable of
keeping the US crown on
home soil.

Sampras, whose big weapon

is his ability to unleash a 120
mph (193 h) serve down

the middle line, beat a player
of Courfer's style when he
trounced Andre Agassi in the
final last year, But Courfer has
won three titles this year and
has the confidence that comes
with a Grand Slam title.

Both rising American starts
are quite py to have been
able to qufetly move through
the draw.

"Obviously the spotlight will
be on Jimmy”", Courier said of
Connors. al is as it right-

Men's s
Paul
v Jimmy Connors (USA)

Haarhuis [Neth)
Sampras [(USAx6)
v Jim Courler [USAx4)
Michael Stich (Germany
x 3) v lvar Lend] [Czech x5)
Javier 'Sanchez (Spain)
v Stefan thrl (Sweden 1:2]

Pete

BRISBANE, A'un—
™ tralia, Sept 4:
Manning Galloway
predicted Wed-
nesday that he
would have no
difficulty defending his World
Boxing Organization welter-
weight title against Australian
veteran Jefl Malcolm, reports
AP.

Galloway faces 35- ycar- old
Malcolm at Jupiters Casino on
the Gold Coast resort strip
south of Brisbane on Sunday,
Sept. 15,

The American, a native of
Columbus, Ohio, said he did
not believe Malcolm had the
weapons to challenge him in
the 12-round bout.

"Malcolm has no real speed,
no power,” said afer
nrﬂﬂn‘ in Aus to con-
clude pre-fight prepara-
tions. "l iunt see him causing

. 33, will be mak-
his iuurth defense of the
title, while Malcolm gets

his fNrst crack at a world

championship after 20 years as
“ pnnhnnl Both boxers are
southpaws.

Galloway said he had re-
peatedly watched tapes of
Malcolm's win over American
Tim Rabon in New Oricans In
April.

1 must have watched that
tape 100 times, but | still can't
sce what Malcolm's got that
cearned him a title sheot,”

Galloway said. "I've been taking
him sertoualy, but | just dem't
think he's good enough.” -
Galloway boasts a record
41-10-1 and has neot been
beaten since he suflered a con-

troversial points loss (e
Nigerian Young Dick Tiger five
ycars ago.

Gallowa conﬁdent

1 can't sce my
:-r:lf gﬂlin aten,” he '.l-'l.ld
“I've been tragning hard and |
made the weight (wo weeks
ago. I'm feeling good.”

Galloway will prepare for
the fight by training for the
next 11 days ina m at
Miami on the Coast, 80
kilometers (50 miles) from
Brisbane.

He was acrompanied into
Australia by aparring pnmur
Louis Howard and trainer Al
McCoy.

“Manning s in better shape
than he's ever been.,” sald

. "He's not taking
lightly. He's here

Malcolm has had 79 wins,
2] losses and 10 draws since
starting to fight professionally
as a 15-year-old. He splits his
time betweem Australia and a
home in Henoluhu, Hawail.

Bridge results

The following are the team

standings 'in points
after six ounds of in the
14-round , yuper of
Metropolis bridge e
which is now being held at the

Bangladesh Bank Club




