The Daily Star

Dhaka, Thursday, September 5 1991

Make the Referendum

a Big Success

People of will once again go to
to express their opinion and exercise their
fundamental democratic right.They will be

participating in a referendum to put the final seal

polls

ol approval in the change-over from the
presidential to the rliamentary form of
overnment. The 12(h Constitution Amen

went Bill which has already been unanimously
passed by the parliament, will now face the
verdict olythe people as il is required by our
Constitution.

There is no doubt in anybody's mind as (o the
fact that the Amendment will receive the requi-
site "yes" vole (o complete the process of the
change-over. Bul the question that is agitating the
ublic mind is how large will be the "yes" vote in
avour of the Amendment. There is a genuine fear

of a low turm out on the day of the referen-
dum. fear is based on the [act that no eflec-
tive campaign is carried out on the issue by

the major political parties. It is a typical case of

eve (except those on the political fringe)
being in lavour of it and, therefore, no is ac-
tu WO for it. Meaning that since all politi-
cal parliament support

garucs represented in the
the bill, the assumption is that all their support-
ers will automatically come to vote in the refer-
endum. The reality is hardly that simple. Getting
voters to come out to vote is as much a reflection

of the gravity of the issue as it is a matter of
organ the voters to come to vote. In normal
circumstances, the political parties, for their

own Interest, do ing to mobilize the public
and undertake the task to get the voters to
the polling booths. This is not happening in this
case.

Competing with the referendum is the by-elec-
tion which will be held for 11 seats to the par-
liament on 11 September, four days before the
referendum. The by-elections are occupying the
centre-stage in the minds of the two big political
parties and AL — who would have normally
Flaytd the leading role in get the voters out
or the referendum. For them the by-elections
are far more important. For the BNP it provides
another chance to prove their superior standin
with the people as they did the last time. If
not superior, they are out to prove that their
popularity has in no way eroded because of
the way they have run the country since winning
the elections. AL, on the other hand, consi-
ders the by-elections as an opportunity to
register their rlsln% pngularlty, in case there is
any. So for both, the K-elecunns and not the

erendum is the real challenge. And in all this
the ka!:l:j-unpurtant referendum s getting side
tracked.

We share the concern of the smaller parties
that a low turn out will erode the Constitutional
Amendment of some of the moral authority that
its unanimous adoption in the parliament gave it.
Though the referendum is a mere formality but it
is a formality that contains tremendous moral
and ethical value. A massitve turn out and resound-
ing "yes" vote will give the new form of govern-
ment a prestige and standing that — we hope —

no future party or leader will ever dream of -

changing.

We therefore ask the people to take the refer-
endum with the seriousness that it deserves, and
ur%: them to campaign actively for its success. By
going to the relerendum we are once again
acknowledging the superiority of the will of the
people above eve else. But the strenﬁlh
of that ‘will' becomes eroded when it shows that
only a fraction of the total voters participated
in expressing that 'will'. The referendum is
also a very important public education process.
Through it the voters become aware of their
democratic rights and also of their obligation as
citizens of a free country. We must all, therefore,
work together to make the referendum a big
success.

Election in Singapore
In most countries a ruling party will be more
than happy to capture 77 out of 81 seats in the
parliament during a national election. But it

Is not so in Singapore where the authorities

usually aim at 100 per cent success in all their
benches.

In the election held last week, the rulin
People's Action Party (PAP) saw its number o
popular vote go down from 63 per cent won in
1988 to 61 per cent. While the opposition which
had only one seat in the parliament in 1988 cap-
tured four. By international standard the ruling
Bnrty has indeed. won a landslide victory.

nfortunately, Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong
has publicly admitted of being "alarmed” over
what has been described as a setback of the rul-

party. In his view foreign investors who con-

e a t deal to the econ of Singapore

will now take a deep breath before puit in
more capital and technology into the d state.

Hmer.mostanalystswenmsldcsmga re do
not share Mr. Goh's concern. po

One inte t the prime minister's state-
ments in dilfferent ways. For one thing, there is a
clear evidence that nothing short of total control
over the parliament would satisfy the part{
This had been the case in the past and is [i 0
be s0 In future.It seems that PAPwould not ac-
cept the fact that the nce of a sizeable op-
position inside the parliament is essential for the
ellective functioningof the multi-party system.
Yet another concern relates to the future political
direction of the Goh administration. It is ly to
go fora moreopen society,as promised by the

rime minister before the polls, or a tighter con-
pl;;n]; Ht::ver possible political dissent inthe city re-

Last but not the least, Prime Minister Goh may
be slightly concerned over his own future as the
head of the government. It s a public knowledge
throughout the region that Lee Hsien Loong, the
deputy prime minister, what is more important,
the son of former Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yeu.
will eventually succeed Mr. Goh. The timing of
the change-over remains a matter of speculation.

is no doubt that if Mr. Goh stumbles too
he may be obliged to vacate the seat for the

Mr. Kuan Yeu. C months will
the region with a better insight into the

uture of Singapore than it has today.

41 must realize that

P
. Jawaharlal
Nehru, the frst Indian Prime

Inc *\’t‘hp-ln' countries in
post -colonial age.

Supporters of non-align
ment claim that with a mem-
bership of 102 countries it is

the world's biggest political
movement
Non-alignment was con-
ceived at the Alfro-Asian con-
ference In Bandung In
Indonesia in 19556, The first
summit was held in belgrade
in 1981. Since then summits
have been held in Catro
(1964), Lusaka (1970}, Algiers
(1973), Colombo (1976),
Havana (1979). New Delhi
(1983), Harare (1986) and
Belgrade(1989).
concept of non-align-
ment took shape durt the

NON-ALIGNMENT IN AN AGE OF REALIGNMENT

The South in Search of a New Role

by Daya Kishan Thussu

Foreign Ministers fram more than 100 countries in the Non

-aligned Movement are meeting

in Accra to lay the diplomatic groundwork for the non-aligned heads of state and
governments summit scheduled for 1992. The ministers will have to grapple with daunting
tasks and devise a constructive role for the Movement to make its voice heard in what
President Bush calls the new world order.

The Non-aligned Movement
Non-aligned Movement was conceived at Afro-Asian conference

in Bandung, iIndonesia, 1955. 29 nations attended. First summit
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nial nation-buiflding

in its early years, anti-colo-
nialism was the point,
along with economic

ment. At the United Nations,
the non-aligned countries
played a pivotal role in fighting
colonialism in all its manifes-
tations and national
liberation struggles in the
Third World.

Moving on from its role in
decolonisation,
worked through such forums
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the Movement is

Cold War, when the newly in- on Trade nndhﬂevt t braced, on the one hand, such South-South
dependent countries of Asia (UNCTAD) and Group of 77 overtly Moscow members regional co - E =
and Alfrica tried to eschew bloc for reforming the €co- nﬂuh'.r:ﬂunthlﬂlhf. nomic and J
EJIIHEI and create a third nomic system. It for the countries such as Singapore,

rce in international politics. creation of a New International closely identified with the At a time when the artificial

Now that the Cold War has Economic Order (NIEO). West. division of the world politics
formally been consigned to In the field of culture, the To its critics in the West. into East and West is over, the
history, what relevance does non-aligned group has fought non-alignment is little more distinction between the rich
NAM have? In what President in United Nations Educational. than a “double alignment”. in North and poor South fs be-
George Bush calls the new Scientific and Cultural which the decolonised coun- coming increasingly clear.
world order, the concept of Organisation [UNESCO) for the  tries tried to favours from These are the issmes with
non-alignment has come under 1973 establishment of a New World mm-rhﬁ-m which the non-aligned leaders
scrutiny. nst whom are Information and will have to grapple at ther
they non-a lfned when the . Communication Order The inefficiency of the meeting in Accra. — GEMINI
world 1s no longer polarised was most visible NEWS
between two ideological power . Gulfl crisis, when
blocs? tic over- DAYA b

For the Third World, the s leaders  Indian m-ﬂ-rmn-:lm o
ideology of non-alignment is Lo from Kuwait, a fel- ist, (s currenty
premote international under- ed country. Editor at Gemini News
standing through peaceful meeting takes Service.

!"l'\ HE United Nations is
proposing to unmask
the multi-billion-dollar

global arms trade which has

traditionally been shrouded in

a veil of mystery.

A group of governmental
experts assigned to carry out a
study on the international
transfer of conventional wea-
pons has recommended that
the United Nations Iim-
mediately establish a register
where every arms sale in the
world will be recorded.

The proposal, which alrcady
has the blessings of the
world's seven major industrial
nations, will require both the
arms buyer and the arms scller
to notify the United Nations of
the sale.

At the recent London sum-
mit of the leaders of the
world's seven most industri-
alised countries — the United
States, Britain, France, Canada,
Germany, Italy and Japan —
the group unanimously en-
dorsed the idea of an arms
register aimed at making pub-
lic all weapons sales and trans-
fers.

Five of the seven, with the
exception of Japan and Canada,
are major arms exporters

accounting for over 70 per
cent of the global arms trade.

The United Nations has
estimated that global military
spending, a sizeable propor-
tion of which includes arms
sales, totals over one trillion
dollars annually.

The expert group, which is
preparing a detailed report on
the proposal for the UN
General Assembly sessions this
month, points out that one of
the more visible features of the
international arms trade is that
it is “often cloaked in
Secrecy.”

As weapons are tools
designed to eventually kill and
destroy, the argue, the

arms trade should not be
driven merely by economic

and commercial considera-
tions.

UN Seccretary-general Javier

Perez de Cuellar, one of the
strongest advocates of the

A proposal to curb the global arms trade by

making public all international weapons
sales and transfers is gaining favour in the
United Nations. Thalif Deen of IPS reports

from New York.

proposal, said recently that
several member states had told
him they would favour entrust-
ing the world body with the
task of maintaining such a reg-
ister.

“Needless to say, the
United States stands ready to
take on this responsibility and
to promote a reduction of the
arms trade by every means

deemed appropriate,” he
added.

Conscious of possible at-
lempls to circumvent the reg-
ister, Perez de Cuellar also said

Need of the hour
Sir, The guns must be
silenced once and for all, and

| the only way it can be achieved

is by the whole hearted co-op-
cration between the Govern-
ment and the Opposition. Both
cannot
be maintained indefinitely by
‘armed cadres' organised and
sheltered amidst the student
community.

The 'hot-blooded students’
have done their duty by
magnificently rising to the
occasion necessitating the
show of ‘street agitation and
violence' in order to smash a
corrupt and autocratic
government and its debauch
dictator.

Now that the sweet scent of
democracy promises a new [u-
ture based upop national con-
sensus through political
means, what is the necessity
of burdening the students with
political responsibility ? Or is
it that the 'young tigers' are
still required to give 'extra-
political’ support to sectional
ideologies
inst
vigour and dynamism in the
field of development oriented
educ-ation ?

In order to preserve the
fruits of their recent revolution
the students must act now as
vanguards of democracy. The
students must demand maxi-
mum government funding for
the education sector. Comp-
ulsory education upto Class X
must be made free. The funds
can be diverted from non-
rmdut:t:hre heads of expense
ike Dhaka beautification
programme,

and confllicts

unnecessary

l import of costly automobiles

and other luxuries which we

| can do witheut. Defence allo-

cations should be re-examined
with practical efforts in
Foreign Policy. Bangladesh is
too small to pose a serious
threat to its neighbours. A neu-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and
| address

of “channeling their .

tral Foreign Policy can help to

minimise expenditure for
Defence requirements.
Surrendering their arms
the students must ask for an
enlightened teaching pro-
gramme. The colonial system
will not produce ‘the best
among the poor'. The present
system allows the rich to buy
the modern ‘Kindargarten'
services while the vast major-
ity are forced to receive a
worn-out and defective pri-
mary education. Thus two
classes are created and the
English speaking 'Kindarg-
arten’ students 'rightly’ con-

sider themselves superior to
those educated under the

tutelage of the state |

The entire nation must fol-
low one most scientific and
unified syllabus. English should
be re-introduced from primary
level as a second language. Our
neighbouring country India has
forsaken neither patriotism
nor the English language as an
official medium; but we have
forsaken both |

The only two issues which
require immediate action are,
an end to 'politics of fircarms’
and a unified, modern and sci-
entific educational system
where both the rich and the
poor can learn and compete on
even grounds. If these two is-
sues can be addressed with
sincerity and foresight, the
seeds of democracy may one
day bring about the long sought
after emancipation of the ever
trusting masses who have re-
posed their collective faith un-
der the governance of the Fifth
Parllament with high hopes

and expectations.

KAFCO

‘Sir, Yn':.lr article about
Bangladesh-Japan Economic
Forum published on 2 Septem-
ber was very interesting to

read and it gave a good picture
of the present ties between
the two countries. Unfor-
tunately there is a mistake In
the article stating that KAFCO
Japan Investment Co. was
engaged in the construction of
the Ghorasal plant. This is not
the case since KAFCO Japan
Investment Co. is formed as an
investment company for the
sole purpose of investing in
KAFCO in Bangladesh. KAFCO
Japan has OECF, Marubeni and
Chiyoda as shareholders and
will invest altogether US 8 36
million as equity in KAFCO of
which 90% has already been
subscribed. Gorasal is cons-
tructed by another Japanese
company which has no links at
all with KAFCO Japan Invest-

ment Company.
Tore Feuk

Managing Director
Karmaphuli Fertilizer Co. Ltd.

Courtesy : civil
service

Sir, During the British pe-
riod, all communications from
any citizen to the rnment
offices were duly acknowl-
edged (on a printed form).
This i{s elementary courtesy.
Then a response followed
within a resonable period of
time.

In these modern
'democratic’ times, no letter
or reminder {s acknowledged;
and the reply.is posted on rare
occasions. RAWUK would never
commit itself; and the T& T
Deptt will never indicate when
the new telephone connection

was likely to be effected — they
would never say ‘No' also.
The newly-elected Govt.

would be doing a good PR job
by instructing all offices to (a)
acknowledge each and every
communication '(including re-,
minders); and (b) reply to the
communication within two
weeks (an interim reply is ac-
ceptable).

The tax payers have some
rights, the civil service have
some duties, and the elected
representatives have some re-
sponsibilities.

We shout about our rights,

and forget about the duties.

A Mawaz
Dhalea

that a similar effort should be
made with respect to the sale
and transfer of military tech-

This is an issue, he noted
which has yet to be adequately
explored and on 'which it
might prove less difficult to
conclude an agreement.

"As the saying goes, an
ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure,” he said,
adding that *in the new order
which we are striving to build,
it is better to try to prevent an

Citizens of all nations, and
Bangladesh is not an excep-
tion, are rightfully proud of
their heritage, culture and tra-
dition. For that matter, the
people of the Indian sub-con-
tinent take a special pride in
their long history — their glory
and conquests, the excellence
of their rich literature, wealth
of their music, opulence of
their art and architecture.
Almost anyone, specially one
with scholarly leaning, given
an opportunity and having a
willing listener wili entrance
him with an unending paean to
the ancient glory of their his-
tory. He will also make it a
point and emphasize that they
are the inheritors of greatness
and were a civilized nation
when the West was primitive.

The idea and sense of being
heirs of a great culture per-
vades all spheres of the soci-
cty.” Thus, in any literary
magazine or in the literary sec-
tion of a newspaper — the
theme of cultiral wealth and
superiority is discussed in
minute and scholarly details in
a fine and flowery language
endlessly. Similarly, often
there are discussions of our
literature, music or culture on
television — generally. these
discussions are carried out by
well known scholars who give
opinions on various fine points
of our rich literature or music
in a high class language which

is of interest or are compre-
hensible to only other schol-
ars, thereby, driving away
viewers in droves — who would
rather watch a Western action
serial or some social drama.

I have no complaints with
this obsessive pride in our an-
cient culture or rich tradition
— as a matter of fact, | am
rather proud of it. But, what is
incongruous and dis is
that for a people who are
steeped in history and en-
dowed with a rich culture and
tradition — act and behave in
less than civilized manner in
their daily ltves and in their in-
teraction with other fellow
human . It 1s entirely
possible that the culture and
tradition that is incessantly
discussed in the literary pa-
pers or in the drawing rooms

economic reasons. Some of
these arms exporters, he said,
were experiencing economic
that make it difficult
them to resist pressures
from their military/industrial
complexes.
One of the countries he sin-
gled out was Czechoslovakia
which has officially decided to

curb arms exports.

“Perhaps not all of them
will have the courage of

Czechoslovakia, one of the ma-
jor producers in the world,
which has just announced that
it will stop exporting arms,”

Naz Shafinaz

of the genteel and privileged
class or on the TV
screen is different and sepa-
rate than what we encounter
in our daily lives. For many- of
us might have the mistaken
idea that good manners, cour-
tesy and respect for other's
rights is a result of good cul-
ture and tradition.

The lack of good manners
and ordinary courtesy s
acutely evident in all aspects of

"our daily life here. Thus, if one

takes even a casual look at the
traffic on the streets and
highways here, it will instantly
become evident that no one
pays any heed to even the most
rudimentary rules of basic safe
driving or even crossing the
street. This {s the result not
only of the lack of knowledge
of safe d rules, but, also
of having no consideration for
other people who share the
same streets and highways
with them. The guilty people
are not only the illiterate or
the semi-literate men of village
background, who drive for a
living, bat, also the apparently
educated and affluent who be-
have ds badly and are as callous
to the safety of others on the
street. Rampant and unnecces-
sary honking of horn, cut

in and out of traffic needlessly,
speeding and generally endan-
gering others are the most
common practices here. Also,
the fortunate few, who are
ferried from their offices or
important meetings in gov-
ernment owned or private ve-
hicles are equally guilty. As ei-
ther they do not have the time
or patience to instruct their
drivers to drive safely and not
cause inconvenience or endan-
ger others on the road, or they
themselves are ignorant like
their drivers, being the first
generation to have acquired
the position and privilege to
seat in a lordly style, all
s out in back seat
of an automobile, oblivious of
everything around, to be
driven to whatever destination
it be.

Bad manners and lack of
courtesy is not limited to the
roads and highways only — an
encounter in any of the gov-

parameters
be such as to allow standard

ized and parable
[lomnlll: o

Culture, Tradition and Human Relation |

ernment offices or its, v
other organizations, cbarts’ or
even will confirm this —
though the life-threatening si-
tuation may be lacking — or is
it ? For the a citizen, the
entanglement of one bureau-
cratic set up or other is an
inescapable fact of life here.

Thus, one who has the mis-
fortune of visiting the tele-
phone office to correct a bill,
or attempt to get some infor-
mation from a court or
office clerk — it will be an ex-
perience and half. It scems)
anyone with any claim to au-
thority — even the remotest
and mgst tenuous ones -— wi
act with disdain and arro-

ce, and if he can get away
with it, will invariably misbe-
have. The recent incident a
the GPO where customers’
were assaulted by postal work-'
crs is an ex le — and this
may not have been the first
one and possibly won't be the
last one either.

One area where we could
have hoped for some decent
behavior, consideration for;
fellow human beings are the
institutions of higher learning
— the traditional home of
“Sanskriti, Oeytijha and
Krishit®. But a look al these
institutions will dispel any
such notion. Qur young people
at the colleges and universi-
ties, who are the leaders of
tomorrow and are expected to,
be the standard bearers and
enhance and expand our
"Sanskriti and Oeytifha” . ... a
look at them and their activi-

ties will only present a dismay -
ing and . For,

not only are not doing
anything for “"Sanskriti and
Krishtt", but, they are
beating up or killing ecac
other with for what-
ever ill concetved, mis-guided
and misunderstood ideology
they have bgen led to believe.
An observer with any de-
gree of uhj:cuvll'.{; after
wa mdﬂ tis go-
ing around him being sub-
jected to various forms of
abuses mentioned . may be
forgiven, if he comes o the
conclusion : the . cul-y
ture and tradition we are so
proud of an talk about is a

myth and a lie.
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