A Guiding Light for Tomorrow's Path
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Established in 1979, the
main objective of this institu-
tion is enyiching the lives of

deprived children, a goal that
the UN declara-

Syeda Igbal Mand Banu's
- l-m.-ehoa Today Surovi offers
. education and training
. 3000 children. In the twelve

. years of constant struggle, the

'Inltllutlun has ex to
four branches In D mond1,

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

these skills are given regular
lessons afler 12 o'clock when
nermal classes end. Each
course carries on for there
months during which a baich
of 20 to 25 students is trainced.
The lessons are given within
the school premises and the
necessary equipment provided
by the school ftsell. In the
Dhanmeondi branch for exam-
ple. three are three rooms —
one for sewing lessons with
about seven to eight sewin

machines, another for chal
making and a third for book
binding. The idea behind such

An art class in session

vocational
these children, neccssary
tools or skills 1o be selfl reliant
and to be able to adjust to so-
clety.

These skills » with
the students for life arc as

indispensable as any formal
education.

is to give o

To develop the students’
spiritual and cultural thinking,
Surovi an religious
teaching and training in sing-
ing. dancing, painting, recita-
tion and physical education er
sports.

The teachers are very
dedicated and judging from
the results of such training,
true perfectionists of their
profession. This i1s reflected In
the numerous awards and (ro-
phics that dccorate the office
of Surovi's head quarters iIn
Dhanmondi. When the chil-
dren sing their voices are per-
fectly synchronized. This sat of
cultural training has enabled
them to take part in sports
tournaments, television and

radio rammes and various
cultur:t:‘ho-l.

Thetr perfermances have
been praised by the Shishu
Academy, Rotary Club and
Shilpakala Academy to create
enthusiasm among the stu-
dents Surovi celebrates (is
foundation ceremony every
year whereby awards are given
for class results, behaviour,

music and overall perfor-
IMAaNC.

Apart from its programmes
to help children, Surovi has

' ' kids gotting thed e 1

also given shelter to poor -
lies during foods and
natural disasters, arranged

special emergency to

mote arcas in Bangladesh, dis-
tributed warm clothes to the

distressed during winter and
rchabilitated hundreds of
handicapped persons.

By now one may begin to
wonder how are all these pro-
grammes financed. The answer
is astonishing as the dedica-
tion behind such efforts.

Starting from maintenance
costs ol the school premises,
payment of stall, books, sta-
tionery to giving the children
free lunches — all
expenses are paid from the

personal expense account of
mhﬂa—mt
Hmm:m

jeweiry to initially the
school, she has donated her
own home in Dhanmondi to be
the school

India Tries
to Tackle
'Anti-social
Forestry'

DESPITE an attempt to
learn from previo

The Karmataka Forest De-
partment’'s British rn-

ment-backed conservation
scheme divides the forest into

31;3

!

tions (NGOs) as a move away
from India's “anti-social

Criticism focuses on the
project outline description of

the zone and the eco-
lo park as “"without
dwellers®”. Retorts Dr Anant

with Kar-
nataka’'s rural poor: "There is
not a kilometre in the

Western Ghats where ‘tribals’
dupn‘t live”.

Uganda Fights
Cassava Virus
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For nearly 2il women, war has no connotations of

glory o~ justice, only of misery. But armed conflict
and its immediate aftermath can help to stir an

awareness of inequity and a willingness to fight for

women's rights

Women — the Forgotten
Victims of All Wars

by Krishna Ahooja-Patel

GENEVA : Over the last two
centuries, for every year of
peace the world has known
four years of war, and the lead-
ers of nations engaged in those
conflicts have almost invariably
proclaimed that their cause
was “Just and honourable.”

The truth is that all wars
are essentially unjust and un-
civilised for their victims,
whether they die in the fight-
ing or survive it. The Gulf War,
for example, has tr“lg:emd
immense upheavals in lives
of ordinary citizens, pushing
them across national bound-
aries as refugees and migran
who become stateless, home-

less and penniless.

Women are “special” victims
of war. As casualties they suffer
wounds different from. and
additional to , those inflicted
on men.

War costs them dearly in
sheer physical hardship as the
labour of even a min-

managing
| imum of family life is increased

immeasurably: This sort of suf-
fering was summed
up in the syndicated news
photograph of an Ethiopian
war refugee pleading with
tears for food rations des-
perately needed by her chil-
dren.

Then there is the torment
— mental and emotional as

| well as physical — which be-

I'llhl:n?'mm:nunm:m
victims of rape; such violations
are beyond repair and repara-
more, even in
conditions, the
victims still bear the responsi-
bility of nurturing the next
generation.

Women pay multiple roles
in both peacetime and
wartime. But their roles as

in economic sectors
are mulitiplied and become
more vistble when war is de-
clared. This fact, it seems,
scrves to screen the harsher
effects of armed conflict.

For example, there are
comprehensive statistics on
the numbers of women in the
United States and Britain who

supported the war effort in the
period 1939-45 by taking jobs
mmumhmmmtjl:u

to find similar hard
data on the number of women
who were victims of sexual as-
sault in both “friendly” and

“enemy” countries.

World war has given us a fairly
detafled picture of women's
working conditions in facto-
ries, hospitals and civil de-
fence units. What is not
stressed is that when the men
return from the war, women ar
usually displaced from such

hlhl::u-thﬂ'_ﬂ;
revolutions struggles for
independence, may women
have been keenly aware of be-

ing pushed back into the nar-
row confines of domesticity
and reproduction.

The fact that the Gulf War
was fought with “high-tech”
weapons and us with
daily glimpses of destruction
on our television screens made
the conllict seem, to some,
like an unreal electronic game.

But the bombardment
of bu and cities and be-
hind the televisual presenta-
tion lay the realities of mutila-
tion and death.

Among the victims, too,
were thousands of women —
blocked out of the media and
out of our consciences. Men
killed in battle can become
heroes. Women who die be-
hind the lines, some of them
the humiliated victims of rape
or torture, expire anonymously
and without dignity.

Like other wars, the Gulf

War sent reat tides of
refugees ing across sev-

eral borders. The suffering
caused to the women among
them has been immeasurable.

Experience from refugee
camps in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Lebanon and Jordan
underlines one conspicuous
fact : being a women refugee is
a thousand times worse than
being an adult male one. There
is an intensification of all the
forms of discrimination and

disadvantage which women
undergo in peacetime.

The lack of information
about the fate of many
refugees, despite the marvels
of our so-called information
revolution, is gstonishing. For
example, little or nothing has
been heard about what hap-

to thousands of women
who left their home countries
to eamn a living in Iraq, Kuwalit
and Saudi Arabia. How many
young Asian women migrants

were promptly airlifted to
safety their home govern-
ments?

Finally, although women

now serve in combat or near-

The sole consolation which
carries some hope for the fu-
ture s that war, and the im-
mediate aftermath of war, can

undoubtedly stir women's
awareness of the inequities
under which they labour. Not

surprisingly, many become ac-
tive in peace movements. and,
no less surprisingly, an even
larger number begin to cam-
paign for their rights. —

Depthnews Asia

MANILA: Somewhere in
the rural dwelling one secs a
loom, a sewing machine or a
potter's wheel, with one ol the
women ol the houschold hard
at work al the equipmentl
Such is a lypical setling lor the
activity ol a home-based
worker — a scene replicaled in
millions of homes in South
Easl Asia.

Only a tiny proportion of
such workers cnjoy the pro-
tection of any labour laws. But
somec of them are now begin-
ning to wanl Lo stand up and
be counted, and be recognisced
for what they are — productive
members of a worldwide
workforce.

The unprotected status of
home-based workers, the
International Labour Organi-
sation (ILO ) points out, is now
getting atltention at the
international level. The issuc
now calls for atlention, and
action, by national govern-
ments.

In the Philippines, the
Department of Labour and
Employment (DOLE) may have
to revise 30 per cenl upwards
its figurc for the size of the
national labour foree. Surveys
have estlablished that there are
close (o e¢ight million un
counted but highly productive
home-based workers, 90 per
cenl of them women.

The latest official data put
the country's labour force at
23.1 million. If home-based

workers — who have been
termed an “invisible” army of
labourers, working without

contracts and without protec-
tion from the law — are
counted in, the force may well
excecd 30 million.

The 'Invisible

Army

of Home Workers

The Social Weather Station,
a non-stock, non-grofit re-
scarch organisation which reg-
ularly samplcs public opinion
on many aspccts of social con-
ditions, has cstimated that
"homeworkers constitute the
plurality of the working popu-
lation.” This includes 25.8 per
cent who are completely
houscbound and 13.7 per cent
whe combine home ‘with
ambulant activitly. or a total of
39.5 per cent of the
worklorce. Factory and office
workers constitute 35 per
cenl.

Standard labour statistics,
the SWS report says, lcnd lo
under-report and under-value
women's work, including
homcework which is a predom-
inantly woman dominated
activily.

Bangkok-based Lucita Lazo
of the ILO has described
home-based workers as an un-
scen mass that, for all its in-
visibility, accounts for a signifi-
cant proportion of production
in developing countries. They
work long hours but arc the
lowest paid of workers; and, in
a siluation of high unemploy-
mcnt and labour surplus, they
can be badly exploited.

by Nati Nuguid

in the Philippines they con-
tribute hcavily to an under-
ground cconomy that may not

show in oflicial statistics but is
accepled by economists as
whal keeps the nation breath-
ing when the indicators say
that its lifcline is in bad shape.

Although there are cur-
rently no estimates of how
much home-working con-
tributes Lo the Gross National
Product, it is belicved that 25
to 35 per cent of the income
of a f[amily cngaged in home-
working comes from this activ-

ity.

Il they have acquiesced in
being an invisible labour force,
says Lhe Pumbansang Tagapag-
ugnay ng Manggagawa sa Bahay
or PATAMABA (National Coor-
dinaling Organisation for
Home-based Workers), it is for
fcar of having to pay taxes.
Their earnings are very irrcgu-
lar and very low compared
with regular workers' wages.

llowever, they would be
only too happy to pay taxes if
lcgislation were enacted to
give them due recognition, duc

rights as labourers, bctler
wages and better working
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condilions.

A subregional workshop on
rural women home workers
sponsored by the ILO was held
at the Occupational
Health and Salety Cenire in
Quczon City to try to upgrade
homeworkers’ welfare and
employment status.

Recognised as issucs of
concern were: discriminatory
practices which handicap
women; very low remuncra-
tion; lack of control of, and
information on, the wholc pro-
cess of production; irregular
and insecure demand: long
hours; health and safely haz-
ards; and child labour.

The question was also
posed whether the workers,
who do not have to punch
bundy clocks or work with a
supervisor brecathing down
their necks, would be belter
ofl with their rights assurcd
but with lost work opportuni-
ties as a result. Getling protec-
tion under the law, it was
pointed out, would reduce the
advantagces they have over fac-
tory workers in getling cm-
ployment — in that contractors
don't have to pay for their
social security or offcr
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and make training
gramunws and soft loans avail-

a National Steering

Committee composed of gov-
cernmental and non-govern-

mental members has been set
up to pursue the home work-
ing issue in the folléwing areas:
rcscarch, awarencss-raisin
and advocacy, policy and
concerns, micro-enterprise
development and training and
support services.

A su of homeworkers is
also being planned by the
National Statistics Office.

— Decpthnews Asia

New Germany's

Gender Bias

Women from the former German Democratic
Republic lose some of their rights in a united
Germany. Roberto Ampuero Espinoza reports.

OMEN of the former
Derman Democratic
Republic (GDR) have
been the biggest losers in
German unification, according
to the latest statistics.
Unification has produced
massive unemployment and
the loss of social advantages
which women living in the
weslern part of Germany are
only now demanding,

"West Germany is a develop-
ing country as far as its policy
8 women is concerned
by comparison with the extinct
German Democratic Republic,”
Kristina Schenke, a crtlum:n—
tarian belonging to opposi-
tion left-wing Alliance '80
party, told IPS.

"Our achievementi in this
field is one of the few things
which should be iIntegrated
into the life of United Germany

because it represented a supe-
rior level of development,” de-

GDR government's
policy on women rested on
iwo pillars which many West
Germans are now studying
with interest and demanding
from Bonn.

According to the oflicial
Federal Dureau of Statistics, 11
1990 about 85.7 per cent ol
East German women werc in-
tegrated into the labour free,

Ilrhllt in the westcrn pari the

percentage was 60.3 per cenl

Unemployment, which i~
now affecting 8.5 per centl «!
the East German population
(16.6 million), is hitting
women and men above 45 th.
hardest.

Integration of women into
the labour force, the
of public nurseries hrml:hrl‘lgt:n
of all women workers, and the
material incentives to procre-
ate were some of the advan-
lages enjoyed by the GDR
working women.

By contrast, women work-
ers in the former West QGer-
many did not have a system of
guaranteed nursery schools, so
thousands of women could only
work if they hired baby-sitters.

East German women also
had one paid year off from
work after the birth of a child,
as well as the right to refurn to

For Ingrid Hesse, a member
of the opposition Social De-
mocratic Party (SPD), "it is
unquestionable that women in
the GDR had made more social
conquests than those in the
West, and that society as such
favoured their full integration
into the labour force”.

Schenke believes that only
26 per cent of women in the
mt-rn’rnnfmfﬂny'ﬂl
find work once the economie
situation returns to normal.



