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Dhaka, Tuesday, September 3, 1991

Crisis in Colombo

As If Sri Lanka has not had its share ol prob-
lems In the civil strife between the government
forces and Tamil rebels, the island is now caught
in a poltentially volatile crisis involving the politi-
cal system in the country. The crisis was trig-
gered off last week by the opposition's move to
impeach President Ranasinghe Premadasa on a
wide variety of charges ranging from misuse of
power {0 corruption, The move has undoubtedly
made a headway. This is proved by resignations
of a number of ministers from the government,
including Lalith Athulathmudali as well as some
defections from the ruling United National Party
(UNP). All this development has prompted
President Premadasa (o prorogue parliament for a
month. Apparently he hopes (o use this tinwe to
consolidate his own position to thwart the im-
peachment move.

At the slart of the crisis two weeks ago most
political analysts assumed that the impeachment
move was touched ofl by alleged abuse of power
and corruption by President Premadasa. While
the international community had been waiting for
details, it now appears that the move aims at de-

stroying the existing presidential system which is
somewhat similar to the French one and replac-

ing it by a parllamentary form. If this is the case,
opposition politicians in Colombo have certainly
chosen a most aggressive way of bringing about

the change-over.
* Since the government of Premadasa has made

a commitment to the establishment of autonomy
for the Tamil-dominated northern state, the is-
land is almosl certain to adopt a federal system to
replace its existing unitary one. If decentralisa-
tion of power is one of the objectives guiding the
future course of action in Sri Lanka, the adoption
of a parliamentary form of government would cer-
tainly be the right move taken at the right time.
However, at this moment just the introduction

of a parliamentary form may only serve a limited
purpose. Even under a parliamentary form, polit-
ical divisiveness can continue to play havoc with

the national life of the island, thus weakening the
forces which stand for integrity, stability and
ethnic harmony in the island. We believe that,
however serious may be the differences between
the ruling party and the opposition, it is impera-
tive that President Premadasa uses the breathing
time of one month suspension of parliament to
reach out to the opposition and explore
prospects for a broad- based national coalition at
the centre.

Such a coalition can work if he willingly
surrenders some ol his presidential powers in
{avour of the coalition. It is high time all political
parties realised that nothing short of a broad-
based national unity can tackle the crisis facing
the island. Unless a sense of urgency dawns on
the democratic forces in Sri Lanka, the island,
once regarded as the paradise in South Asia, will
continue to go through a long. dark night.

After Heroin, Comes Cocaine

While heroin addiction confinues to eat into
the social fabric of the nation, particularly a
growing section of its youth, we are now faced
with the deadly presence of cocaine, a more ex-
pensive but just as lethal a drug produced mainly
in Latin America for consumption in the aflluent
West.

According (0 a report published in this paper
recently, [ive seizures of cocaine have been made
in this country between July, 1990 and August of
this year. A total of three kilograms and 345
grams — with a street value in Bangladesh ex-
ceeding three and a half crore taka — have so far
been recovered.

The Department of Narcotics (DoN) is
"alarmed” by the size of the hauls. and also
"surprised” because it is not aware of any cocaine
usage In this country. With that amount of drug
already detected, we can now be sure that a
"good” market for cocaine has already been cre-
ated in Bangladesh. It may seem astounding that
such an expensive narcotic can find a market in a
country where the majority of the people still do
not get enough to eat, but that is the tragic truth.
The money, black or white, exists: the demand
exists; and the supply is being made.

It is possible that Bangladesh is being
transit point, but discovery of small amount of co-
caine in Dhaka proves it is also being sold on the
local market. Heroin also came here as a "transit
drug”, before finding a market locally. There is no
room for complacency or wishful thinking here
anymore.

A lot of work now has to be done if we are to
prevent a further accelaration of social degenera-
tion and rise in criminal acts. The DoN should be
upgraded to become an effective body, with its
men and oflicers sent abroad for advanced train-
ing in drug investigation and detection. A special
police force also neéds to be formed to assist the
DoN, which should be well-equipped with effi-
cienl communications systems as well as weapons
(we must not lose sight of the fact that drug traf-

fickers and pushers are often desperate people

who would not flinch from using lethal weapons).
Greater cooperation with police forces of source
countries has'now become imperative to combat
smuggling. At the same time, much more empha-
8is ought to be placed on rehabilitation of users
and addicts, in order to help them move away
from the habit. We should treat the addicts as vic-
tims and with compassion, but show no mercy to
the smugglers and pushers.

THE FEMINIZATION OF POVERTY

crisis of potentially

alarming
A and h-m
cations is o emerge
. evidence & t 70 per
cent of the worlds fast-
growing, poverty-siricken
population consists of women,
closcly followed by the elderly
'Even though in global terms
the 19808 saw one of the
longest periods of
growth ever . the
overall socio-economic condi
tion of an number of
women, in rich coun
trics altke, detertorated dra-

matically, rise’ to a phe-

nomenon been called
the “feminization of >
In the world, an

unprecedented number of
women entered the labour
force over the last decade and
somc succeeded in penetrat-
ing male proevenance to hold
top managerial and technical
s. These breakthroughs,
ver, have been
over-shadowed by the fact
a lar ter number of women
and their dependent children
became entrenched in a eycie

ol crushing poverty. In the
United States, for example,

even though per capita income
rosc to an all-time high of
$13.120 in 1988, the poverty
rate increased to 13.]1 per cent
from 11.4 per cent a decade
ago, and the gap between the
rich and the poor reached a
record level, according to fig-
ures released by the &l
Federal Census Burecau in
1989. About 53 per cent of the
country’'s poorest families are
h-ndeghymmd there
are twice as black and
Hispanic, as opposed to white,

single-parent familics headed
by women living in abjeet

poverly.
Effects of Economic Crisis
The picture is even bicaker
in most devcloping countries,
where women have sulffered
heavily as a result of the on-go-
economic crisis and the il
s of structural
programmes. A recent study,

Engendering Adjustment for
the 990s, conducted by a

group of cxperls set up by the

Children who Bear War’s Men

HILDREN'S drcams se-

emed to shift from loys

and sweets o weapons
and battles.

Many children could not
stop crying. One five
girl whose brother died loslt
consciousness and became
partially paralysed. Another
12-year-old girl had rashes and
convulsions.

These arc the children of
Lebanon, traumatised by the
cffects of the country's long-
running civil war. now at last
cnded, and involvement in the
politics of the Middic East.

They are some of several
children interviewed by Dr

" Ghassan Halim, a psyc

professor at the Lebanese
University, who has made the
first attempt to study the ef-
fects of the 15-year civil war
on Beiruti children. .

"Sometimes, when I'm
cating a sandwich, | think I'm
eating inlestines, and | feel
awful and throw the sandwich
away,” said a nine- -old
girl. Yasmine Murad. For nine
ycars the girl lived with the
sound ol shelling and the sight
of blood and destruction.

I hate all loud noises.” she
said. "I'm afraid of explosions
and bullets. | used Lo shake
and my hcart beat a lot, and |
used to wake up in the
and scream. I'm still fright-
ened by loud noises and the
sound of airplanes. And | jump
when somebody slams the

door.”
Dr Halim says that "most of
the children lived in bat-

tic zones became the victims
of fear and terror in varying
degrees. The effects of their
fear linger. Many of the chil-
dren still have convulsions and
are [rightened by loud noises.
“We noted that children
born during the war are very
nervous. The sound of explo-
sions has apparently im-

presscd itsell on their nervous
systems, leading to certain re-

newspapers. Il was really a
pleasure to read such a news-

. . and
happy 1o get & feeling of the

The observance of the tenth anniversary of the entry-into-foree of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women takes place today, 3 September
1991. This convention on Women is one of the most important legal instrument for the
establishment of true gender equality worldwide.

[

Commonwealth Ministers Res-
ponsible for Women's Allairs,
underscores that women In
developing ecountries “have
been at the e ol the
leconomic] crisis and have
e
ellorts”. In
evidence shows that poverty
has cffecied a greater number
of women than men: families
with women heads of
houschold account for 21 per
cent of poor familics.
Structural tment pro-

heailth, they have exacerbated

cxisting inequalitics and

women even fur-
ther. A sponsored by the
Population Crisis Committee in
Was . D C.., has con-

cluded that most women in
the third world are “poeor,

Particularly is the
fact that for the first time in
many years, maternal and
infant mertality rates are
beginning to risc and girls-
school enrolment is starting

fall in parts of Africa and Latin
America as a result of the aus-

lerity measures.
Under the strain of the debt
crisis and structural -

their purchasing
declined, while inflation and
the climination of subsidies
have made the cost of basie
foodstufls prohibitively high.
Already overtaxed women have
no choice but to work even
longer hours — often at the
cxpense of caring for their
children — and to deprive
themscives of rest and food so
as o keep their familios afloat.
According to a study the
United Nations Children's

Mlexes. A certain conditioning
has occurred.”

Dr Halim presented his
findi in a Beirut seminar on
the e of the war on chil-
dren. Me visited seven chil-
dren’s hospilals and inter-
viewed both children and
doctors.

Among the war-induced
psychological problems ob-
served were metal anorcxia
(loss of appetile), enuresia
(involuntary urination, usually
at night), insomnia and hyster-
ics.

To get a more accurate
picture, Dr Halim also inter-
viewed the children's parents:
four urban guerrilla fathers,
lour fathers who did not fight
but- nevertheless stayed in the
city and two others who were
foreed to move out when their
homes were destroyed.

The fathers who took part
in the fight in rcported that
their children were almost
fearless during and after the
war. Ni'mch Abdul Hakim said
his children “lived the war,”
split themselves into two
groups and staged mock bat-
tes and rarely wanted to go
down to safe shelters. They al-

ways played on the street
whenever fighting stopped.

Another combatant, Halim
Hassan, said his children “saw
many dead people on the
streets bul he sight didn't al-
fect. them.” The children re-
peated slogans they heard
from combatants and, accord-
ing to Mr Hassan, liked the
sound of gunfire and explo-
sions which thcy considered to
be signs of victory.

But one combatant father,
Sami Tabari, said his children
were [rightened. “They scre-
amed when the shelling star-
ted. They stopped sleeping
peaceflully and their appetites
were aflected. They couldn't
enjoy their toys and usual
games anymore.”

The non-combatant parents

straints and with limfted re-
sources. Y

I sincerely hope you and
your colleagues can keecp up
the effort, and not fizzle out,
lfke most projects in

Bangladesh.

In the end, I | as a
reader, make few suggestions
to make the newspaper more
interesting to read :

*Would like to read more

¢ objective analysis of
Bangladesh Government's plan
and policies vis-a-vis the
common and the coun-
tryasa

* more indepth and de-
tafled news about other parts

Women farmers, who com-
prise two thirds of the total
female population in develop-

countries, grow al lecast
of the world's
some parts of sub-Sa
Alfrica, prod
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emergencey.
. unskilled and
fliiterate women have resorted
to ng. prostitution and
other activitics just o
survive.

Plight of Non-traditional
Families

The feminization of poverty
follows a similar pattern in de-
veloped and deve coun-
trics alike, with single women
and their t children,
clderly women (including wid-
ows) and _divorced women
being the most vulnerable.

Socio-econamic changes,
urbanization and migration
have increased the number of

families headed by women
world-wide to about ope third
of all houscholds. In several
Latin American cities and ruml
arcas of Africa, the percentage
is as as 50 per eent,
although In Asia, familics
hcaded by women comprisec
between 186 and 20 per cent of
all houscholds. Figures arc
comparable in the developed
world, with m, France,
New Zealand Switzeriand.
at between 20 and 26 per
cent.

in the United States, B0
per cent of all unmarried
women, 88 per cent of mar-
ried women and 55 per sent of
all mothers with children un-
der three years of age were In
the labour foree in 1987.
Today. about 78 per cent of all
Amcricans living below the
poverty level are women or
children under the age of 18.

Elderly widows, a great
proportion of whom oulljve

their husbands, :rn M-whn
s i
b goud g iabe ¢ dusie
sccurity and employment
mcan that clde WOmCn ©x-
pericnce a sharp fall In their
standard of lving after their

husbands die.

Divorced women with ng
c¢hildren simila face
futures. In where four

in ten marriages end In
divoree, it has been estimaled

that divorced women wilness a

73 cent d in their
standard of living, while the
quality of life of their husbands
improves by 42 per conl.

Three quarters of divorced
women are unable 10 collect
child suppoert payments.
Despile a growing crisis in
child-carc facthitics m devel-
oped countrics, only Scan-

Mounir B Abboud writes from Beirut

Traumatised youngsters are among

the

many victims of Lebanon’s 15-year civil war

secmed more aware of the ef-
fects of the war on children.
According to parents, children
in familics forced to Mee their
homes werc the ones most
disturbed. The uprooting was
usually accompanied by finan-
cial diflicultics.

The cflects of dislocation on
children is best illustraied by
Hind Mardini who lost her
US$2. 400 ycarly income dur-
ing the war. "My children did
not drcam of shells and bul-
lcts,” she said. “They dre-
amed of fruits and cakes. That
broke my hcart and theirs.”

Dr Halim said the children
of combatant fathers them-
sclves suffered from extreme
fcar and showed many of its
symploms, despite their [a-
thers’ refusal to accept the
fact. The children themselves
contradicled their combatant
fathers’ impressions that the
war had little effect on chil-
dren.

“The eflects of the war can
be more clearly seen in chil-
dren who were over six years
old because they were more
aware ol what was happening,”

Dr Halim said that some of
the children had a more inti-
male impression of the war,
playing on the streets when
the shelling stopped. They
identified with the ters,

“They want to grow 'up.

quickly so they can carry ma-
chine guns and kill their ene-
mies, thus becoming herocs.
These children exhibited signs
of enjoying scenes of death,
throat-cutting and vengeance.
They now talk about revenge
when they grow up.”

Then there were the

* and, from time to time
public opinions, on major so-
cial and moral issues, and hap-

penings in the country.

Newark, USA

TV commercial
service

Sir, Can't our Television,
the BTV, introduce a
‘commercial service' like that
of the Radio Bangladesh to less
bother its viewers? Dispersal
of ads or commercials, most
of which are not so pleasing, 1s
not liked by many a viewers.

Introduction of ‘commercial
service’ may serve both the

‘normal® children who were

brought out of the war zone to
quict areas. They, oo, accord-
ing to Dr Halim, scemed 1o
have developed the desire for

dinavia and Eastern Europe
have come o recognize child-
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i three quarters of all
intfmum-wage carncrs arc

=

i

, B8 per cemt
of all part-ime workers are
women, while in Australia they
comprisc 79.4 .
Management jobs, on the other
hand, renwmin out of reach for
most women: in Kuwaill, only 2
prr cemt of managerial jobs are
stalled by women, tn Oreeer,

vengeance when u
— an atlitude uﬂmﬂ by
members. Their

Dr Halim said there was “no
way of determining at this

slage what effects the terror
experience will have on
younger children’'s future be-
haviour. The children must
remain under observation for
at lcast two years, if that qucs-

tal
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Economic Progress Eludes Women

13.4 per cent. A similar trend
has heen observed in
ing countirics, where efforts o
cope with Lhe debt crists have
oficn resulted in a drastic de-
clince In wages for the few
women who arc cmployed In
the formal sector. The vast
ol urban women work
in the informal sector where

mll‘t’ mCagre.

Even 1 women's vilal
role in development has been
generally acknowledged. thetr
ceconomic contrfbution re-
'W siraic-
s have yot 10 be transiated
into effective plans of action.
Morcover, il is in-
creasingly clcar that economie
recovery cannotl be achieved
without Lackling the femintza-
tion of poverty, which should
be viewed as a political, eco-
nomic and social problem
rathcr than as a purely devel-

opmental problem.

Ifterale women arc css

cquipped to fight against
poverty and arc thercfore

Hkely 1o pass thelr .
ment on o thelr fm
leticr educated, betier trained
and healthy women can con-
tribute to reducing l: :
. promoting .
. finding viable solutions to
the uncontrolled exploftation
of natural resources and sus-
taining overall economie

growth In the developing
countirics. Pressing, however,

is the need for ph.z-ll-ku
and legislative reforms to
combat discrimination

women world-wide, as well as
changes in attitudes and
cultural norms that

present formidable obstacles
o women s .
— UNIC Feature

Scars

This is about a problem of

inappropriate translitemation of
specially some proper names
into English if.e. Roman at
large. One has sure [reedom of
how he or she
name. For a style or a pet fancy
one can even ignore inter-
national system of transliterat-
ing something from one lan-
into another. But style or
is an extraordinary be-
haviour or mannerism.
Nevertheless we are to follow
the standard international
sysicm or code to translitcrate
something into an alien script
and vice versa. Otherwise that
freedom may even sound ludi-
crous specially in the cases of
unconcerned violations.

Like Arabic, Persian and
Urdu, and unlike Bl':r!l.
English has both | and 'z’
phoneme, phonetic unit of a
sound. That is.an extra advan-

tage for the Bangla language in

| matter of its transliteration

into English for, while we have

{ the ' equivalent in Bangla al-

phabet, have no letter equiva-
lent Tu:n ng the sound of
English" 'z’ as also of similar
Perso-Arahic characters. That
is why if and when we,
Bangalis, pronounce a Bangali
proper name in Arabic, for ex-
ample, Zahur ltke Jahur, that
does not sound ludicrous.
Same ts the case with non-
proper name alien words like
Julum', ‘tjjat’, ‘andaj’, ‘jahaj,’
jebra’ etc., all adopted and as-
similated in Bangla. On the
contrary, if in course of a
Bangla conversation ome ven-
tures on a correct or accurate

ronunciation of these assimi-

ted alien words as they were
in their original and
form e.g. ‘zulum’, 'izzat',
‘andaz’,

ample, prenounce
‘Jashimuddin', not ‘Jasim-
mh'. 'doshra’, not ‘dosra’
second day of a th,

J) to adhere to the mﬂﬂ
tradition of the a

pronunciation. But the 1

opposite nature. Some, may be
them are some press

his or her

J versus Z
Bashir Al Helal

people also, are of late indis-
criminalcly using 'z’ for a 'f
sound while transliterating a
non-English name Iinto
| For instance, Pcrso-

words having the sound
of an English ‘| and used in
the names like say Javed Igbal,
Abdul Jalil, Bad Jannat
Ara, Mah Jabeen, Jamal
Ahmad, cic. arc found with
wrm, replacement of the f's
by ‘z's and spelt lke Zm'{d
Iqbal, Abdul Zalfl, Badruddoza,
Zannat Ara, Mah Zabcen, Zamal
Ahmad, re tively. Why
should they do this when the
sound of J' is common in both
Bangla and English besides
Arabic, Persian and Urdu ?

Even pure : ( of
course dcrh:;nl"r‘:m :ﬁlltrlt

origin) is spelt as 'Kazal', What

a pity. One reason for this
might be sheer ignorance.
Aﬂf that at once points also to

socio-religious aspects of
the problem. But, as | have
mentioned, the rampant and
unwarranted misuse of 'z’ in
place of 'J' is more a recent
phenomenon cropped up er-
roneously as [ lies the
modern, the vogue. (A living
language is nefther modern
nor archaic, rather like a
flowing river always as archaic

' as modern.) Some even assume

a 'z’ sound to be more Arabic
than a ‘J' sound, hence more
[slamic and so to say theo-
aristrocratic. But that proposi-
tion would be freakish. -

Of course, one may here
question about the diverse and
multifarious dialects of Bangla,
the regional speeches. True,

.people in dialects have and

ulter the sound of 'z’ ,
not in alphabet. But that is
nothing but a corrupt pronun-
ciation of ' , 's own
sound unlike the sound of 'z.
Dialects arc neither the stan-
dard nor the chaste forms of a
basic language.
However, beside the ' and
'z’ problem there may be some
other points concerning
transliteration. For instance,
Feﬂ:;lnﬁc has again two ¥
sounds ted, as prac-
tice, hymnh chnrmpm
‘glue) and k', may be ordinar-
not varying much from each
other . Say, while
one is Abdul Haqlue), another

the phonctic difference may
not be clear to many non-con-
versanl with Perso-Arabic, we
have occasions to find similar
lapses as in the case of ' and
z' problem. Again, for example
» one may spell his name as
Tareq(ue) or Qudrat but an-
other has to write Barek or
Keramat. Unknowingly again,
in this case, the recent indis-
criminate but unjust liking is
for a ‘'glue)’ which never
stands for the sound of the
sccond 'k’ of Perso-Arabic.

In matter of transliteration
one should adhere to the stan-
dard international system or
code formulated for the pur-
pose. In a very few cases, how-
ever, we allow ourselves ex-
ceptions to follow a rather
popular system with slight ad-
Justments with or variations
from the standard, such as, |
while Roman 'c’ stands for the
Bangla character 'cha’, accord-
ing to the international code,
we apply instead a popular 'ch'.
To elaborate, for example,
Bangla ’chanchal' is 'cancal
according to the standard code
but we indulge in taking a
slightly popular stance to write
the word as in the former
spelling while transliterating.
But such exceptions should be
as rare as only for a local or a
native consumption because
violation generates violations.
As a result of improvising 'ch’
for the Bangla character 'cha’
we again, for example, had to
improvise a popular ‘chh’ for
the Bangla character ‘chha’ ,
though, according to the in-

ternational code, on ‘ch’
stands for 'chha’ as ‘Jh' for 'jha’

And, to conclude, | must
remind here that the standard
international code for transhit-

erations is no phonetic but an

alphabetic code. Phonetic is
IPA, International Phonetic

Alphabet, which is only a uni-
versal pronunciation code.
Transliteration
methodology of written pro-
nunciation
branches of Lingujstics

correlations. But we should net

and the

are separate

The  writer (s Director,
Language Literature Culture and



