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'Lanka's ruling party

regains

COLOMBO, Sept |
Lanka' today said
lhﬂ. the lost major-

in parllament to defeat an
:? nted meotion im-

;IIE.I'II‘II President

wide range of charges, reports
AFP.

State-run Sunday Observer

United National Party

_(UNP) loyalists as

out of the 126 their

peachment motion,”
newspaper said.
However, Lalith

Athulathmudali, former minis-
ter and one of the rebel UNP
leaders told reporters
Saturday the anti-Premadasa
faction had the “solid backing’
of 47 government MPs.

lost

that .

majority’
The motion entcriained by
Speaker Mohammad Hafiffa
Mohammad has triggered a
constitutional crisis with
Premadasa suspending
Parliament for a month to give
him time to win over dissident
government MPs.

Athulathmudali, announcing
his resignation from the edu-
cation portfolic Friday, de-
clared that the government no
longer had a majority in par-
liament after 47 Uﬂg legisla-
tors supported moves to over-
throw Premadasa.

The rebel faction is hell
bent on dismantling the
French style executive
Presidency in preference to
establishing a British-mod-
elled parliamentary democ-

racy.

Press reports quoted
Premadasa as saying over the
weekend that only the people

could change the present sys-
tem of government in Sri
Lanka hinting that any struec-
tural changes would require a
nation-wide referendum.
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tial clection in.1970 against
late General Osmani has a very
good reputation within the
BNP. However his joining’ the
BNP greatly depends on the
gesture ol the BNP lowards,
him.

Ganotantri Party leader
Suranfit Sengupta undcr pres-
sure [rom supporters in his

constitluency to become a
Minister also tried to gain the
sympathy of the ruling party.
But because of pressure from
his party central committee
and his adversaries within the
BNP Suranjit Sengupta has re-
portedly lost his touch with

the ruling party.
Prior to the February 27

parliamentary elections all the
smaller components of the
seven parly alliance merged
with the BNP. There is also a
probability of K M Obaidur
Rahman's joining the BNP.

On the other hand, the
Awami League has also focuscd
its eyes on like-minded politi-
cal parties.

In a bid to unite all belicv-
ers of "Bangali nationalism®
and idcals ol Sheik Mujibur
W the Awami League has
alrcady made a successive
move in taking back the BKSAL
under the leadership of
Mohiuddin Ahmed and Abdur
Razzak, who defected from the
Awami League in 1983.

Now the Awami League is
also trying to woo the Janata
Mukti Party originally a frag-
ment of the JSD led by Mirza
Sultan Raja and Mahmudur
Rahman Manna.

The leaders of the party
have also started talks with the
Awami League on the qucestion
of a merger.

Besides, a good number of
JSD (Inu) leaders including
Kazi Arel Ahmed and Nuruddin
Jahed Manju are also trying to
cede to the Awami ue on

the JSD (inu) is contesting by-

election from Madaripur on

the Awami League ticket.
Mcanwhile, the former pro-

the Awami :
A very fragment of the
Fransport strike

in Mymensingh
called off

MYMENSINGH, Sept 1 : A
. nonstop transport sirike that
road communica-
tions in 18 routes of the dis-
trict for a week was called off
Sunday unconditionally, re-
ports UNB.
Leaders of Dhaka-based
Kendriya Sarak Paribahan

Federation, Bus-Truck
Owners Association, and

thDeputyCﬂnmhlbn th.
afternoon lrﬂmmﬂcn;
to the strike.

E

:
<
:
"]
:

for an indefinite
he call of the dis-
Jus-Truck Sramik Union

unconditional ac-
a convicted bus

il

i

jiirs
i
il

BNP, AL strength“

CPB, which has already lost all
connections with the Soviet
Union may also join the Awami
League aflter the party
congress.

According to Awami League
sources, the next council scs-
sion of the party is being de-
layed due to a delay in the
completion of the unity pro-
cess with defecting political

forces.
Amid all these devcelop-

ments the Five-Party leflt al-
liance, Oikya Prokria and
United Communist League will
vie in politics with the present
communist theory which be-
lieves in adjustment of pro-
ductive forces on the basis of
Marxism and Leninism.

On the other hand, the reli-
gion-based Jamaal-e-Islami has
said that it would construc-
tively criticise the government
inside and outside Parliament
while pursuing its Quranic so-
lution to political problems.

Political obscrvers belicve
that the Jatiya Partly of de-
posed President Ershad may
not last for a long period. But
during the tenurc of the cur-
rent Parliament the party may
play a catalytic role in taking
difficrent national decisions.

The two centrifugal slogans
of this bipolarity in politics
centcring the BNP and the
Awami League will be
"Bangladeshi” and "Bangali”
nationalism. But political cir-
cles believe that this schism
on thc main issue of national-
ism may lcad the nation to a
path of a different kind of
uncertainty. This kind of
uncertainty may embolden the
extra political quarters includ-
ing dilferent social forces un-
less a national consensus on
this basic issue is reached.

L ]
4 killed, 50 hurt
- o
in road mishap
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 1 : At
least four passengers were
killed and another 50 were
injured whén a coach and a
minifbus collided *head-on near
Panchrukhi bridge under
Araihazar upazila on Sunday
afternoon.

Two of the passengers dicd
on the spot and two others
succumbed to their injuries
while being taken to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, po-
lice said.

The Narsingdi-bound
minibus (Dhaka-Jha-5969) col-
lided head-on with the Dhaka-
bound coach (Dhaka-Cha-
4145) coming [rom Sylhet
near the bridge on the Dhaka-
Sylhet highway at around 3
pm, witnesses said,

On Saturday, a truck
plunged into a road-side ditch
close to the spot of the acci-
dent, near Panchrukhi Bazar,
killing 12 members of a family
and injuring several others.

Two of the dead were iden-
tified as Shahjahan (35) of
Narsingdi and Siddique (28), a
student of the Jagannath
College in Dhaka. The other
two dead persons remained
unidentified.

Seven injured
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(25) was hit by splinters and
Prince (28) got bullet.

They were admitted 1o the
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital. Five others were re-
leased after first aid.

At around 9 pm, local BNP
and its front organisations in a
protest procession allegedly
ransacked and set afirc the
district Awami Lcague office.
Some nearby shops were also
ransacked.

The protesters chanted slo-

gans demanding punishment
of the attackers.

Editor : §. M. Al

Nizami condemns
attack on Shibir
at Islamic varsity

By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-islami Secretary
General and leader of its
Parliamentary Party Maulana
Matiur Rahman Nizami on
Sunday condemned the armed
attack by a terrorist group on
the Chhatra Shibir activists of
the Islamic University in
Kushtia recently.

This group is forcing the |

closure of one academic insti-
tution after another by creating
terror on the campuses, he
said in a statement. The ter-
rorist group attacked the
Shibir activists in order to
close the only Islamic
University in the country, he
said and appealed to all to
come forward to resist the
conspiracy’ to close the uni-
versity. He called for immedi-
ate investigation into the inci-
dent and demanded arrest of
those found gudfity.

Mustafiz off
to Ghana

Foreign Minister ASM
Mustalizur Rahman left Dhaka
Sunday for Ghana to attend the
10th ministerial level meeting
of the non-aligned countries
beginning today in Accra, re-
ports BSS,

The Foreign Minister will
lead a four-mempber delegation
to the conference.

The ministerial n‘n:linf":
main agenda’ is fixing t
venue and date of the 10th
conference of the heads of
government and state of the
non-aligned countrics, official
sources said.
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of Hindu God Sri Krishna was cele-

brated in the city unrgund.ly with a colourful religious pro-
cession including a devotee posing as Sri Krishna.

— Star photo
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ment would do its best to show
respect to the martyrs.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by Mirza Golam Hafiz,
Profl AQM Badruddoza Chowd-
hury, Abdus Salam Talukder,
Majidul Haque, Khandaker

. Delwar Hossain, Abdul Matin

Chowdhury, Rafliqul Islam
Miah, Dr Khandaker Mosharral
Hossain, Jamiruddin Sircar,
Kamrul Islam, Sarwari Rah-
man, Col (Retd) Akbar Hossain,
Mir Sawkat Ali, Iskander AH,
Gayeshar Roy, Amanullah Aman
and Kazi Asaduzzaman.

Senior party leaders, minis-
ters and state ministers were
also present at the meeting at-
tended by tens of thousands of
people from all walks of life,

Khaleda Zia said that the
people had given the BNP the
mandate to rule the country
for the next five years adding
that the
its full term and fulfill the
commitments it had made,

She said that within fifteen
days ol its being in the
BNP had fulfilled three com-
mitments including exemption
ol agricultural loans up to Taka
5,000, waiving of tax on land
up to 25 bighas and relaxing
the age limit for government
job up to 30 years from 27

_years,

Khaleda Zia said that in fu-
ture her government would
starl providing jobs to the
unemployed youth. *All efforts
will be made to provide our
sons with jobs,” she said. She
added that the government

had already implemented the |

report of the Pay Commission.
Giving a historical back-
ground on the formation of the
BNP she said the party came
into being to establish the

rights of the people, ensure
frecdom of the press and the

rule of law, shattered during '

the rule of the previous
rcgime.

The BNP was the party of |

the people of this country,
which she said was established
by Shahid President Ziaur
Rahman. -

Khaleda Zia said that the
conspirators killed Ziaur Rah-
man when he started produc-
tion in different sectors both
in the agricultural and indus-
trial fields. The conspirators
fater also disrupted the demo-
cratic process and established
autocracy by ousting an elected
government in 1982,

She said that after nine
years of the democratic
movement the BNP was again
voted to power by the people
of the country and now the
government has again decided
to begin the development pro-
grammes initiated by Shahid
President Zia. She said that
the BNP would again start
canal-digging and mass educa-
tion programmes to lead the
nation to prosperity.

Khaleda Zia said those who
forecast that the BNP would
not get more than 10 seats
werc proved wrong.

The BNP bagged 165 seats
and the conspirators became
active to tarnish the image of
her party, she added.

F

party would complete |

She said that the BNP be-
lieved in the politics of
democracy but the conspira-

Politics of intrigue

over [rom the presidential
form to the parliamentary
form.

She urged the people to
vote for the parliamentary
form of government in the refl-
erendum on September 15
and strengthen the hands of
thc government of nationalist
forces.

Referring to the speech by
some associates of deposed
President Ershad that they
would come to power within a
ycar, Khaleda Zia said that
their dreams would never ma-
terialise because Ershad would
have to stay in jail for the rest
of his life for his corruption
when in power.

She reminded Ershad's as-
sociates that within six months
they would also have to go his
way because they plundered
national weaith and destroyed

the whole economy by bribes
and corruption.

Khaleda Zia said that just
after 39 days of its being in
powcr the BNP government
faced a natural disaster when
the people of the coastal areas
lost their everything due to the
cyclone.

She said that the BNP man-
aged everything efficiently and
the people of all walks of life
came out with helping hands
to lace the disaster.

She said that in response to
the call by the BNP govern-
ment the world community re-
sponded to the crisis and sent
materials, manpower to help
overcome fit.

She said that the interna-
tional community responded
lo the call as there was an
elected government in ‘power.

Coastal embankments
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An inlegrated emergcency
rehabilitation streamlined by
WFP included not only repair
of 765 kilometres of damaged

. epastal embankments, but also

a massive vulnerable group
feeding programme, repair of
‘important rural roads, af-
forestation and housing.

Simultaneously with these
food for work programmes,
the government and scores of
Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs) launched
their own relief and rehabilita-
tion schemes which included
free seed and fertilizer distri-
bution, house building, supply
of power tillers to meet the
shortage of draft power, distri-
bution of plough, yoke, ladder,
dao and cash grants.

Heavy downpour of the
rainy secason washed away
salinity from paddy fields.
Cox’s Bazar experienced about
1000 inches (3900 milime-
tres] of rainfall between May
and August. Saline water was
bailed out of most of the ponds
providing for fresh water pis-
ciculture.

A senifor engineer of
Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDB)
which shouldered the chal-
lenging task of repair of the
coastal embankments said ‘At
the beginning we said it's an
impossible task’. First of all the
rainy season was on and it was
difficull to do earthwork of

mmmmm

such a massive scale. The
people of the alfected areas
who lost everything were also
not willing to take up work so
soon. Then there were no hoes

il-ﬂq.hillh:t ,
o attract labourers 60 per

cerit. bonus over the normal
rate of paymcent was an-
nounced. The labourers were

given hoes and baskets free of

cost and the repair of em-
bankments ultimately started
on May 15.

With the repair of embank-
ments now almost completed
about 70,000 acres of land has

been protected from saline wa
ler ol the sea in Cox's Bazar

district alonc. This includes
the entire Kutubdia island, and
large areas under Chakaria,
Moheshkhali and Cox's Bazar
sadar upazilas. By August 30
about 1.4 lakh acres of land
was brought under trans-
planted aman cultivation in the
district. The target is 1.63
lakh acres, according to the
district administration.

In Chittagong district re-
paired embankment has made
the cultivation of transplanted
aman possible in over 91,000
acres of land in Sitakund,
Mirersharai, Anwara,
Banskhali, and Sandwip upazi-
las. The Chittagong Export
Processing Zone, the steel
mills, the airport and other
important establishments jn
Patenga are now protected as
the coastal embankment has

n repaired.

JPnotina
movement o
change govit,

says Mizan

Party

. Acting
President Mizanur

Rahman

the country,” Chowdhury told

two bye-election rallies at

r, according to a JP

press relcase issued last ;
Mizan alleged that JP

and ex-President H M Ershad

many leaders and work
ers were ng subjected to
political repression and de-

manded immediate and to
those acts.

He claimed Ershad was the
only head of state in last 50
years who did the largest vol-
ume of development work in
the country during his period.
The JP leader also commented
that Ershad is still sthe most
popular leader and hoped the
people would reelect Ershad
and his party to power in the
next general electigns.

Held at Pagla Pari of
Gangachhara upazila and
Bairajihat of Mithapukur
the rallies were also

l. Muniru
Haq Choudhury MP and Shah
Alam MP,

Dhaka-Colombo
- jt economic
body meets today

A three-member Sri Lankan
cconomic delegation led by
Mr. P B Weeraseckara,
Secretary, Ministry ol Trade
and Commerce arrived in
Dhaka on Sunday to attend the
second meeting of Bangladesh-
Sri Lanka' Joint Economic
Commititee beginning today,
reports [ISS,

- AL-BAKSAL
re-union function

A re-unfon lunction of the
lcaders of city Awami lcague
and the now-defunct BAKSAL
was held Sunday evening at the
party central office at the
Bangabandhu Avenue, rcports
UNB. =

City AL Ilcader Mozallar
Hossain Paltu presided over
the lunction.

It was addrcssed, among
others, by Abdur Razzak, MP,
Ameer Hossain Amu, Molazzal
[lossain Chowdhury Maya, M A
Aziz, Akhterul Alam, Kamrul
Islam Advocate, Faiz Ahmed,
and Khandaker Habibur
Rahman. :

President
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also implicated Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
for "an underhand support”
in it. A book, written by me,
disqualifying women
becoming Prime Minister
might have angered her,
Rahman told a press confer-
ence at. the national press
club Sunday.

Asked how he becomes
President after September
186, he said people would
overwhelmingly cast ‘no’
vote in the referendum
thereby preferring
presidential system and he
being the only aspirant would
declare himself President.

hThe choice would be fall him

at that moment because
Acting President would be
gone by that time, he said.

Then, he would set up the
Presidential «olffice at the
Dhaka University mosque to
be with the students because
they support him. His first
duty would be to pacify the
tense and trouble-ridden
university campuses.

He said he preferred
presidential system because
it is in the United Stales, the

richest country in the world.
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Reconfirmed

Biman seats
vanish

By Staff Correspondent

Where have our recon-
firmed seats , was the
question asked MA Rahim
who had to return from the Zia

International Airport on
Saturday night. He

with three members
his family were to fly to

London by Biman flight No
005.

A Bangladeshi businessman
resident in London MA
Rahim's family had been in
Dhaka on a summer vacation.
Rahim reported at the airport
at 8-30 pm on Saturday along
with his but did not get
boarding cards. He contacted
senfor oflicials of Biman. But
all efforts fafled.

An inquiry into the incident
suggests that it was a case of
failure of the customer service
of Biman, Bangladesh Airlines.
Sources say iU's not due to lack
of coordination but for adop-
tion of unfair means by certain
clements to give boarding
cards to some other passen-
gers for money. It was a case of
mishandling by the traffic wing
of Biman.

Spacious venue
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the Special Tribunal No 16 in
the District Court. '

The Judge of the Special
Tribunal has issued an order 1o
the jafl authorities to
Ershad and Raushan Ershad in
the Tribunal on September 10,
But the authoritics are scared
lo take Ershad to the District
Court for security reasons. At
this stage the government is
thinking ‘of shifting the venue
of trial for gold smuggling.

Besides the two foreigners
— British national David
Antheny Chalker and Bernerd
Rudigard, the other accused in
this case are Major (Retd)

| Ashral, Magsudur Rahman,

Taher, and now fugitive former
chairman of the Civil Aviation
Authority Comodore (Retd)
Mainul Islam.

Both the Prosccution and
the Defence lawyers told The
Daily Star that it would not be

possible to present all the ac-
cused at al:lml: either in the

District Court or in Ershad's
present trial place. Under
these circumstances they pro-
posed arrangement of some
other spactous place to hold
the trials.

Meanwhile, th€ CID investi-
gation team has already sub-
mitted the chargesheet -’ re-
garding the scandal in the ATP
purchase. The case is sched-
uled to begin tomorrow

(Tuesday). Ziauddin Ahmed

Bablu and Mosharral Hossain
reportedly involved in these
cases have also-sought protec-
tion of the police.

The ATP scandal case is
likely to begin in Ershad's pre-
sent trial place, but it would
have to be adjourned further
till the finding of a. new place,
sourees said.

By Staff Correspondent

The Hindu community
Sunday celebrated ‘Janm-
astamd’, the birth anniversary
of Sree Krishma, in the city and

elsewhere in the with
religious fervour and
enthusiasm.

The day was a public holi-
dary.

Mohanagar Puja
Commiliee and socio-

cultural organisations of Lhe
Hindu community

various programmes and
brought out celourful preces-
sions which paraded the main
thorough fares of Lhe city.

The Sarbajanin Puja
Commitllce procession which
began from Dhakeswar! Mandir
premises was led by ngr
General (Retd) C.R. Dutta, :
Lalit Mohan Nath, Barrister
Shudir Das, K.B. Roy
Chowdhury, Dr. Nim Chandra
[3howmik, P.K. Haldar, Jayanta
Sen Dipu, Anil Nath and
Rathindra Nath Roy.

The processionists, altired
in various colourful dresses be-
fitting the occasion, di
differcnt activities of Lord
Krishna, danced and also sang
devotional songs.

The members of the Hindu
community observed fasti
the whole day, offered ‘puja’ to
Lord Krishna in the evening
and broke their fasting by dis-
tributing ‘prashad’. S
prayers were also nﬂcrdm seck-
ing peace, progress -
perity of Bangladesh l.mrl::u
communal harmony.

Mahanagar Puja Commitice
arranged Bthr recitation
of verses from sacred ‘gita’
secking divine blessings and
welfare of the people and alsd
staged a dance drama on Sn
Krishna Sunday as part of s
three-day programme. It will
hold a seminar and cultural
function today.

Osmani
From Page 1 Col. ¥

Former Chiel Justice
Kemaluddin Hossain was the
chiel guest while Abul Hossain
Khawja presided over  the
seminar. Journalist Gias Kamal
Chowdhury, Shahjahan
MP, Rashed Khan Menon MP,
Brig (retd) Hannan Shah MP
Brig Feroj Salahuddin and
Nurul Islam Khan spoke on the
occasion.

Justice Kemaluddin said
Osmani not only took over the
command of the war of libera-
tion but also fought for estab-
lishment of parlfamentdry
democracy. Relerring to the
passage of Constitution 12th
Amendment Bill, Justice
Hossain said people’'s
sovereignty can be ensured
through parliamentary demoe-
racy only. He called upon the
ruling and opposition parties
to honour people’s consensus .
in taking any major decision in
the parliament.
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today with a of sup-
port from the Group of Seven
(G-7) leading industrialised
democracies after last month's

| failed coup.

The Soviet News Agency
Tass said Major was welcomed
in Moscow by Russian Prime
Minister lvan Si , the man
charged by Geo hev with
running the country’s economy
until a new Government is
formed. '

Until now, Bush has de-
clined to follow the lead of
Canada, the European
Community and other US allies
in formally recognising the
Baltics, saying Washington had
‘special responsibities’ to move
cau

Although the United States
never recognised the annexa-
tion of the Baltics by the Soviet
Union in 1940 under a secret
pact between Hitler and Stalin,
it also has never established

Major in Moscow

Brent Scowcrell said on
Saturday that the Soviet leg-

islative may consider the mat-
ter on Monday.

Scowcroft said Bush would
have ‘something to on the

preity well,” the President
said of his conversation with
the Lithuanian leader.

4 he knows what our
interest I8 — our interest is in
the independence and free-
dom of Lithuania,” Bush added.

Scoweroft, speaking on
CNN television's 'Newsmaker
Saturday’ programme, cited a
possibility that no central su-
thority would re-emerge to co-
ordinate relations
cenire and the |6 repu

¥

tors wanled to destroy democ- diplomatic ties or sent ambas- tics.
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