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Cultural and Economic Ties to Grow

{Continued from previouspage)

Japanese government (itsell
also finances technical training
courses lor overseas people,
and Bangladesh benefits from
that too”.

One of the black spots in
Bangladesh-Japan economic
relations was the explosion at
the Chorassal ammbnia plant
which left nine dead and
scores injured. A Bangladesh
government ingquiry commis-
sion report sald the explosion
occured due to negligence,
and painted a disturbing pic-
ture of circumvention of regu-
lations by both the Bangladesh
Chemical Industries
Corporation and Kafco
Investment Corp, the Japanese
company engaged in
constructing the ammonia
plant. However; Ito does not
think the incident will affect
economic relations between

.

Culture remains
the most effective
method of
building long-
lasting bridges
between peoples
of various
nations ... and
the Japanese are
not oblivious to
the fact

*No, | don't think there
will be any adverse effect on
" bilateral business relations be-
cause of Ghorassal. It was an
acgident, due to technical rea-
sons. Chemical industries,
unfortunately, are rather

, he said.

's policy on develop-
ment aid is based, judging by
the manner of its disburse-
ment, on according the recipi-
ent government maximum lati-
tude on deciding fts own

prioritiecs. Most of the money
is given on a government-to-

basis, and very
m-- is channeled through

_
® 0

non-government organisalions

*“The Bangladesh govern
ment draws up its Five Year
Plan and Annual Development
Programme, and identifics its
priority prujects. We then re
view the list of projects the
Dhaka government presents to
us. If we find the projects
frasible and benclicial for the
soclo-economic development
ol Bangladesh, then we provide
the funds through government
ministries or organisations in-
volved in the projects”, Ito ex-
plained at length.

At the present moment,
Japan is involved in some ma-
jor projects, which include the
Jamuna Fertiliser Factory
which should be completed
this year or early next year.
Apart from that, an irrigation
project in Narayanganj and
improvement in Dhaka city's
siorm water drainage system
arc being carried out with

That commitment, one as-
sumes, will have to wait until
the World Bank completes its
[casibility study on the pro-
posced bridge. and makes it
recommendations. Until that

happens. the modality of
Japanese involvement in the
project is unlikely to be
worked out.

While economic and tech-
nical cooperation between
Dhaka and Tokyo surge ahead,
pcople-to-people contact be-
tween Ban sh and Japan
through cultural exchanges is
still lagging behind.

“Cultural exchange is one
arca which we would like to
develop”, Ito said firmly, "We
already have some cultural and
academic exchange pro-
grammes, like scholarships for
Bangladeshis to go and study at
Japancse colleges and univer-
sities. There is also a youth
exchange programme, through

But the question of
Bangladeshis illegally workin
in Japan and getting dcport
remains a thorny one.

“There is no way for ordi-
nary people to go over to Japan
and work, uniless they are re-
cruited by J sc companies
needing foreign technical peo-
ple for jobs or on-the-job train-
ing. At present, there is some
scope for Japanese companies
recruiting limited number of
overscas people for training
and work”, Ito said, adding ,°|
think most Western countries,
including the United States,
are very cautious about allow-
ing foreigners to come and
work in their countries. In
Japan we have the problem of
many fillegal workers, and that
is why we are trying to stem
the flow".

But culture remains the
most effective and long-lasting
method of building bridges be-

Tokyo's parliament building : Democratic base of economic miracle

Japanese technical and finan- °

cial assistance.

“We have already completed
hall the work in setting up a
digital telephone exchange for
Dhaka, and the rest will be un-
dertaken sometime in the near
future®, Ito pointed out.

But such positive actions do
not apply, as yet, to the multi-
million dollar Jamuna Multi
Purpose Bridge Project, which
is as important to Bangladesh
politically as it is economically
essential for the north-west
districts of the country.

“We are one of the potential
donors to the Jamuna Bridge
Project, but there has not been
any offlicial decision yet”, Ito
said, "When' prime minister
Kaifu came here last year, he
gave a positive response to the
project, but there is no formal
commitment as yet",

which young people from this
country visit Japan for a few
weeks, look at Japanese life,
exchange views and establish
contacts. We are in the pro-
cess of starting another such
programme this year, which
was decided following prime
minister Kaifu's visit”".

Apart from government
scholarships, Bangladeshi stu-
dents can also apply directly to
Japanecse universities for ad-
mission. This year, 54 stu-
dents have succeeded in ob-
taining Japanese university
scholarships. Although thesc
were private, individual efforts
whose success depended on
whether their academic
records were competitive with
other applicants, the stafl at

the embassy's cultural section

played a vital role by providing
informatien and advice,

tween peoples of different na-
tions. The Japanese, who have
one of the richest cultural
heritages in the world, is not
oblivious to the fact.

"A big Japanese cultural
event was planned for Dhaka
last year. There would have
been a couple of seminars, a
theatre troupe was supposed
to come, and many other pro-
grammes were planned. But
that event had to be cancelled
because of the political
upheavals of last year. We
would like to develop this kind
of cultural interactions in the
future®, Ito said, *We also sup-
ply short video films on
Japanese culture, technology
and other aspects of life in
Japan to Bangladesh
Television. In addition to
Oshin, of coursel”
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eeing Tomorrow
Innovating Today

tv. The Experience.”

And The'HDown-To-Ea:th Business Sense

That Can Spell Success For
Your Next Venture

]

5
With a heritage of four centuries and a wealth of expertise, Sumitomo Corporation has the

acumen and the

resources that have helped to create and support successful
businesses. Worldwide

From telecommunications and biotechnology 1o heavy industry and resource development, we
ofler services that include trade, financing, investment, project development and more. And,
wWe can act as consultant, organizer or information specialist in any of these fieids.

if you've got a new venture in mind, or maybe an idea that hasn't quite taken shape, contact
Sumitomo today. Our experts in more than 80 countries are ready 1o
answer your business needs.

SOLE AGENT IN
NEC CORPORATION AND SUMITOMO ELECTRIC IND,, LTD.

SUMITOMO CORPORATION

Head Office : 2-2, Hitotsubashi 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100, Japan

OF

Telephone: 03-217-5000 Telex : 22202 "SUMIT A J22202" Fax: 03-217-7860.
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ajero The ultimate blend

A bank
true tothe
nature of

modern banking

Our comprehensive approach to the
worid of money and finance,

our forward looking banking philosophy

have made us a reliable banking partner

with people who are in business and

who mean business.

A L
L ALV ARAB BANGLADESH BANK LIMITED
BANK a new generation bank



