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fs NAM Still Relevant ?

The 10th meeting of Fo Ministers of
countries of the Non- ovement (NAM),
wn'dmhyhm.ﬂnmntﬂﬂ

PSR thangon & the Seviet Unien o
ing the changes in the Soviet Union of
the two weeks, as of its review of the
-ﬂm-m on the of the
 four-day conference. However, w er or not
the discussion leads to a consensus — here, Cuba
may be the only member to regret the collapse of
communism — participants cannot help asking
thmhuﬁ'thelrtroupﬂ‘rhulr?vrdetuphy
in the cha scenario. To pul it plainly, the
ion is, still relevant to the world to-

?

There is nothing new about the l?m“t:ty crisis

his hhera] association. In

;'sc: in the sixties, its staunch advo-
tion

cacy ol non-alignment as a practical proposi
for developing countries in the international

world carried weight. This was/based on
the beliel that N members would contribute to
the lessening of world tension by a from
defence alliances, set up by either the United
States or the Soviet Union, or by to of-
fer military bases to either superpower. is
little doubt that the stand by the grouping helped
in reducing tension in some areas. If nothi
else, NAM offered an alternative to conventional.
often rigid. cold war positions taken by
Washington and Moscow. True, much of the
credit for this success went to the four NAM
stalwarts, Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia, President
Sukamno of Indonesia. Pandit Nehru of India and
President Nasser of Egypt. But, as a movement,
the grouping had acquired considerable prestige
and a measure of credibility, which, one must
admit, started to disappear from the seventies
onwards.

The failure of NAM was essentially political. It
lost much of its credibility when Cuba, a staunch
ally of the Soviet Union, took over the chairman-
ship of the association in the late seventies. Then,
it proved totally ineffective in playing any kind of
role in the Arab-Israel conflict and in other re-
gional disputes.

The meeting in Accra where Bangladesh has
sent its Foreign Minister ASM Mostafizur Rahman
should take a stock of the situation, especially the
movement's unimpressive performance during
the past decades., and study prospects for its
resurgence as a force in the international field. It
may well be a question of giving NAM a new role
in this fast-changing world. :

In our view, one significant role the movement
should now return to, with all its seriousness and
vigour, lies in the economic field. It should serve
as a driving force behind the efforts of the Third
World to establish a just global economic order,
through, a other measures, the reduction of
disparities between the rich and poor nations.
This was, indeed, the move taken the Non-
Aligned Summit in Algiers in 1974. Unfort-
unately, nothing much ed from this move,
except resolution after resolution adopted at
various NAM mc!:tln? Just as nothing much was
::lhi:vcd from the -Aligned P&wsu:;oul th?:‘r

up inpBelgrade was . ingrease the flow
information a NAM E}:mbcm '

With the attention of international aid agencies
and donor nations now focused on the economic
needs of the Soviet Union and East European
countries, there is a da that the case of de-
veloping countries in ia, Africa and Latin

America get less and less attention, even if it
does not go by default. NAM can play a major role
in dealing this situation,

ing political strength to the Group-77, at the
United Nations. In this context, Bangl
should welcome the of Indonesia tak-
ing over the chairmanship of NAM after the
forthcoming summit. Under the guidance of
President Suharto, Jakarta
the movement a new lease of life and € an-
swer to the question, “is NAM still relevant ?” in a
+ positive manner.

(Good and Bad News from
* s o a0
Our Universities

A new Universily at Khulna opened its door on
Saturday (o the [irst batch of 80 students. Dhaka
Univers l&;S dicate decided to restart its classes
from 17 is month. Following on these two

ood news comes one [rom Mymensingh where

e Agricultural University has been declared
cl — uplo 18 September — due to mount
tension [ollowing clashes between the studen
fronts of the two leading political parties.

We would like to congratulate the people of
Khulna for realising their long cherished goal of
having a Universily of their own. But at thé same
time we would like to make them aware of the
mess in which other Universities have fallen. As a
new campus and with only a handful of students,
the Khulna Unlw:mitlz may not be subjected to the
same cross currents of political forces now de-
stroytﬁ the academic atmosphere in other
Universities. But'it may not be {oo early to take
some precautio measures — the foremost of
which is to estab a close rapport with the stu-
dents and instil in their minds a clear idea as to
why there is this new Universily, what is ils pur-

ose and how it can and should contribute to na-

ional development.

Coming to the news of reopening of the Dhaka
University it must be borne in mind that political
parties have so far taken no step to clear the
cloudy campus atmosphere. The Vice Chancellor

h has made it clear that

Mr. Maniruzzaman M

the causes for which the University was closed in
the first place remain. While we ¢an understand
the University's eagerness to get on with its re%:-
lar programme we, at the same time, cannot be
gblivious to the security needs of our students. We
find it reprehensible that our sons and daughters
should be made to risk their lives on the campus
because of the ambitions of political parlies
backing student groups. We express, our deep
concern at the apparent indiflerence of political
Partn:s in solving the problem of campus vio-
ence. No follow-up steps came after the first
meeling of the political parties, which at that
stage gave us some reasons for hope. The parlia-
mentary group which was supposed to look into
this affair is yet to take shape.

_Under these circumstances the decision by the
DU Syndicate to reopen the University, though a
welcome one, gives us reason for concern. The

ate was wise to set the date for reopening

more than two weeks ahead. We think that the
political parties should use next two weeks to
some serious ellorts in solving the problem
El.l'nlpu? violence. Some hard conclusions are
likely (o follow if the public senses a llnld‘r;-
n this

cerity on th litical partie
matier. DTS o PR peical

should be able to give
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Poverty, the Landless and Agrarian Reform

N a meeting of the Natio-
nal Economic Council in
‘early 1987, President

Ziaur Rahman remarked, “The -’

re are 68,000 villages iIn
Bangladesh, let each village
take care of its 16 poorest
houscholds. The problems of
poverty and the landless could
thereby be largely resolved
without the grandiose rural
development projects we are
cons g mnow". President
Zia was abseolutely correct.
There are however many
things that could be done but
are never done. In [fact,

sh Land Oeccupancy
Survey of the same year (1978)
estimated that 1.77 million
rural households were
completely landless: Lhey did
not even own the land on
which their mud huts stood.
Obwviously these are the poorest
families. Il President Zia's de-
sire could be fulfilled then,
poverty in its most miserable
ﬂimn:lun of hunger and des-
titution would have been re-
solved to a extent.

How it could be done? Not
an easy task, but a great deal of
progress can be achieved if
stable income earning oppor-
tunities particularly throu
productive employment for
poor are created. If agriculture
is growing rapidly, the manu-
[acturing sector is expanding
at an accelerated pace and the
construction sector is boom-
ing, certainly why only 15

rest families from each vil-
age, many more should find
wage, employment and other
income carning opportunities.
Inspite of {t, poverty and
unemployment will persist in
families with no breadwinners
or no workable adults who are
sick, old and inflirmed or dis-
abled. For them social welfare
programmes. can be sustained
only when the economy is ex-

HE clash between

South Africa’'s extreme

right wing and police is
likely to unify supporters of
apartheid among the white
communily, and make them
more prone lo violence.

The bloody confrontation
between extremist Afrikaaner
Weerstandsbeweging (AWB)
members and government se-
curity forces in Ventersdorp
was the culmination of months
of frustration for right-win-
gers, who are vehemently
opposed to the government's
negotiations with black politi-
cians and fits reforms to
apartheid.

Coined the "Battle of Ven-
tersdorp”, the fight conjured
up images of past Boer battles
for self-determination, but this
time it was Boer against Boer
rather than African or British
forces.

Police fired on armed AWB
members who were not only
attempting to disrupt State
President F W de Klerk's ad-
dress in the Transvaal town,
but who also attacked and shot
passing blacks. There were
three AWB members killed,
and 58 people injured, includ-
ing seven policemen and 15
black civilians. Right-wing lea-
ders, along with Andries
Treurnicht, leader of the op-
position Conservative Party
(CP), declared the beginning of
the "Third Boer War”.

In his most militant speech
to date, Treurnicht said the
time had come for whites to
take a forceful stand against
the government's policy of sur-
render (to the African National
Congress) and retaliate with
"whatever means Ty

Piet "Skiet” (Shoot) Rud-
olph secretary general of the
AWB, said : "De Klerk has sold
the white man down the river.
This gives us no other choice
than to get ready for a war
which was started by De Klerk
against his own people.”

Leader of the Boerestast
Party, Robert Van Tonder, said
the battle ruled out the possi-
bility of his party participating
in negotiations, adding that
the country was headed for
"civil war”,

The Battle of Ventersdorp
may unify the diverse groups of
the political right. Until now
personality clashes, divisions
over political goals, disorgani-
sation and hot-headed sloga-
neering have rendered the
movement relatively ineffec-
tive.

Now there is talk of a
“hardening and radicalisation”

DU reopening

Sir, It is good that Dhaka
University is reopening, hope-
fully, on September 17 next.
The authorities have decided it
after reviewing the situation
and also paying heed to the
growing demand from all
quarters including students
and . It is also good
that the authorities hope the
law enforcing agencies as well
as political parties and student
organisations would help
maintain peace on the campus.

- chasing

Letters for publication in these columns
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short. letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

r‘ﬂ‘lnllhe“nfﬂ!
DP is large enough to pro-
mote the welfare of the unfor-
tunates. ;

Today, when majority of the
population has been marginal-
ized and the annual develop-
mefit programmes are fi-
nanced by assistance,
promotion of social welfare
be through expandi
the scope of employment
income gencration that re
double digit growth of t

on a continuing basis,
The agrarian reform pro-
gramme by creating millions of
consolidated s farms for
long-term contract farmin
should be covered under
and water dgvelopment
schemes. Incvitably, intensive
agriculture should follow and
cxistling irrigation facilities
should be fully utilized. Most
important, demand for farm
labour would increase substan-

But that will not be enough.
There are too many labour
too few lands. More
ofl-farm and non-farm em-
rlqmlenn for the poor and the
andless are neccssary. Here
lies vital importance of the
sccond objective of agrarian
reform to create one million

entreprencurs spearheadin

the tndustrialization o
Bangladesh.
Co-existence of prosperity

and poverty

Will industrialization banish
poverty? The recorded evi-
dence from other countries
confirm co-existence of pros-
E:rlty and poverty. The prob-

ms of underemployment and
also open unemployment are
enormous in Bangladesh today.
Majority of Bangladeshis are

absolutely poor meaning
thereby that they cannot pro-

The White Right Ready for War

vide for Lhemscives the ree-
ommended calorie needs on a
daily basis. Land available
would result in modern com-
mercial agriculture covering
near around seven million farm
families which is less than the
number of farmers including
marginal farmers In existence.
As a malter of fact, the very
small near-landless farmers
may nol enjoy the access to
consolidated one to (wo
hecltare farms. There simply is
not enough land. Out of 12.03
millien rural households re-
ported by 1978 survey 11,01
million or over 91 per cent of
the total owned upto two

hectares of land. If In 1991,

the entire cultivable area is
equitably distributed among
these people then everybody in
the couniryside would be
practically near landless since
the rural population in the
mecantime has increased by 40
per cent. Consequently agricul-
lure will be permanently
doomed to faflure.

Given the utterly grim situa-
tion, no agrarian reform pro-
posal can ignore the less
or near-landless who cannot be
provided with consolidated
farms for long-term contract
[arming,

What should therefore be
done? It would be fairly accu-
rate to state that the landless
and the poorest are the same.
There were 1.77 million such
households in 1978. Today it
should be at least three mil-
lion, growing more than the
total population becausc be-
tween now and 1978, many
near-landless have become ab-
solutely landless.

If it is agreed that three
million absolutely landiess
be with homestead

The totally landless,
poorest of the poor three
lion rural households are the
target beneficlaries of

mcasu slight
hall a r_;w- would only frus-
trate the intention of the :

"Homestead for the land-
less” may therefore consist of
three components : (i) award
of developed homestead land
in clusters to groups of abso-
lutely landless families; (if)

skfll development preo-
grammes. and, (i) involve-
ment of Grameen -Bank teo
mnurture milllon of micro-en
terprises for stable income
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triple creopping.
Opportunities therefore exist
to promote small scale agricul-
tural service enterprise for
these rural by
viding them with power
harvesters, transplanters and

other appropriate agricultural
machineries and

throu -

Virtually overnight, the violence in South Africa has changed direction. The deaths of
white extremists at the hands of white police in Ventersdorp has raised the prospect of a
white-against-white civil war in addition to the familiar violence against blacks.

of Alfrikaners and of the AWB
and the CP joining lorces. As
yet many have steered clear of
the AWB because of Eugene
Terre 'Blanche's excessive
drinking, womanising and his
alleged aflair with journalist
Jani Allen.

Initially founded on the
Verwoerdian principles of apa-
rtheid — _partition between
blacks and whites in all but the
economic sphere — the AWB
now wants a "volkstaat”, an in-
sular, independent, Boer state.
This is a goal most far right-
wingers share, though few can
agree on which land to claim
as their own or how to go
about it.

AWB wants the Transvaal,
Orange Free State and
Northern Natal which adds up
to hall of the country.

According to the Centre for
Policy Studies the AWB has a

The defenders of apartheid

D R S

should

Well, the greater number of
public also do hope so. But ex-
actly they also remain appre-
hensive of any disruptich any
time again. Because they do
not know how much and what

biscks except for ‘visitors’

hard core of between 50,000
and 70,000 supporters and a
wider base of about 300,000 —
more support than the IRA has
in Ircland.

Many other small groups
compete for support of a rela-
tively small portion of the

- South Alrica population. Only

14 per cent of the population

is white but of this group, an -

increasing number, now abeout
45 per cent, support the right
wing, if not the ultra right
groups. .
Many farmers, uncertain
about the future of their farms
since the scrapping of the
Land Acts earlier this year,
have become increasingly sup-
portive of the right. |
Close links have always ex-

isted between the AWB and the .

Conservative party, with much
over-lapping membership, but
Battle of Venicrsdorp has

arc adult enough to take care
of themselves. Such peace lov-
ing guardians were expecting
some positive say, rather con-
crete programmes from the
political parties, student or-
ganisations or for that matter
from law enforcing agencies,
as or towards effective deter-
rence to occurrence of vio-
lence.

Violence, as it breaks out on
the campus il not wantonly but
for no great cause either, on
most occasions, can well be
contained, we still do believe—

not :ll'( hoping, but by deter-
process. The authorities
concerned and the influential

@ heid only 1 seat in pariiament since

pushed the CP further right. It
is showing signs of moving to-
wards the same "volkstaat” goal
and the adoption of military
tactics and s gaining more
support amongst whites.
Support for the Herstigte

' Nationale Party, led by Jaap

Marais and espousing the idea
of partition rather than a
volkstaat [which would accord-
ing to Marais give "the blacks”
too much land) is steadil

dwindling. The party, whlc‘v'l
still has its core of faithful
supporters is likely to die out
in the near future. It has no
representation in Parliament
and contests fewer seats every

Right-wing groups in South Africa \frl
inciude a growing number of poiitical ~ (Afrikaaner Resistance Movement)
ond paramilitary organisations @ paramilitary organisation which frequentty
® membership numbers only estimated.. hoids armed ralties | |
| ® want whites to live separate from blacks © prepared to use viclence to defend white

e L
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Sir, Weekly holiday and of-
fice timing become subjects of
controversy cvery lew years.
Many 'alternatives’ have been
trlcdy during the last few
decades but none seemed sat-
isfactory. :

Inevitable conclusion is that
one-day weekly holiday is
inadequate while two-day holi-
days prove inexpedient.

Perhaps. the following al-
ternative may suit our condi-
tions as a betier compromise :
m on

07-30 am 1o 02-30 e

Monday through Thu

on without , 07-

30 am to |11-30 am on Friday,

and weekly holiday on Sunday .
All eoncerned may please

give it a thought.

Magbul Ahmad

Khaltfarhat, Noakhail

his followers are intent on
establishing their own
‘country”, Orania, in the Nor-

The Vereniging wvan
Oranjewerkers is one of a
handful of small fundamentalist
groups striving to implement
their own volkstaat. Closely
linked to the V. . this
insular group of people live in
the small Eastern Transvaal
town of Mo ., led by the
son of rik, Verwoerd, ar-
chitect of apartheid and
former South African prime
minister. They refuse to inter-
act with or employ blacks.

The Boerestaat Party, led by
Robert Van Tonder, wants the
old Boer republics to be rein-
stated. This party has minimal
support. Van Tonder's ex-wife
reports for the South African
Press Association, where most
Boerestaat Party coverage orig-
inates, and {ts importance as a
political player is thought to be
exaggerated

To date, scattered attempts

to establish a volkstaat have -

is enhanced and the service

enterprises act as the comph-
ment to small farmer devel-

through the

» would
Gon for the
become the
not amounted to much. There
are signs however of increas-
ing unity and if the CP —or a
coalition of right-wing forces —
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the capacity to a
. Their access to
is

the basis that both parties
could push for nation status in

a federal system.
The grim economic cli-

“mate, soaring rate of inflation

orad ting pl:llt:m.l uncer-
can on trengthen
right-wing dissatisfaction with
the government and fuel a mil-
itancy born from insecurity

and anxiety.
- GEMINI NEWS
PHILIPPA GARSON is a
journalist with the Weekly Mail
of Johannesburg.

Collective Bargaining

A Mawaz

A disturbing tendency has
crept into our society for quite

'mmumu: which was not so

prevalent in the previous gen-

cration. Unless it is contained

te reasonable limits, adminis-

tration at all levels, in all sec-

tors, might face break-down

level. In the symptoms are
manifest.

‘This fashionable pastime is
group bargaining, which has
now assumed t uncon-
trollable , . Pressure
iuupl agitate for certain

mands, or sOome new

ating stage, after the
:Mi;:llm

The group hﬂen..lnl.hk
zeal, apparently
belicve that they were right,
and tend to become obstinate,
backed by the group pressure.
The negative

tation programmes for such
M.r h .l““ d h ﬁ"
uation; identifying the options;
and choose the right option for
collective bargaining. in a
spirit of mutual trust. For

against pu

Unfortunately the

autocratic regime
nine




