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Move to keep Soviet republics
in an economic union
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rs were discussing a

approach to an eco-
' t. coordinat-

ing reforms and creating a

The economic
that refused
new treaty was lefl

to the
future of

to sign the
uncertain.

The [irst signatures should
have gone on the treaty last
week, but the hardline cou
attempt in Moscow preven

originally promised lo sign a

declared independence since
the coup and Uzbekistan has
announced preparations to do
0.

The Ukraine and
Kazakhstan, next in order ol
inflluence after Russia, have
also expressed fears of Russian
domination.

mulating cconomic policy.

In an interview in the Datly
Rossiskaya Gazcta Silayev said
he was open to various ap
proachcs 1o an economic
treaty. "It can be an economic
fedcration or a confederation
unfting scveral republics,” he
said.

Ilis commiltce has not yet
unveiled specific plans to
tackle the country’s monumen
tal economic crisis. But a fur
ther reminder of the need to
act fast came in comments
from a Dcputy Energy Minister
in an interview with Tass.

lie said a shortage of coal as

a rcsult of a miners' strike this

would almost certainly

mean the closure of some

pgwcr stations and reduced

supplies to industry and
houscholds this winter.

But he said he did not think
the nationwide power network
as a result of

forge economic links on These were aroused not  would col
union-wide basis. only by Russia's suggestions the sccession of republics, be-

The independence of three that it could make territorial cause the reglons were too in-
— Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia claims but also because Russian  terdependent.

has been recognised by some ministers have been appointed “It's interesting that notl

30 western nations. The other to run the economy temporar- one republic has mentioned
three are Georgia, Armenia - ily. . leaving the Soviel Energy
and Moidavia. Russian Prime Minister lvan System ,” he said.

The ninec other Silvayev, who heads the "Judge for yoursell. The
Tr in April u the Interim Committee, attended Dl'nlk region, for example,
Chairmanshi of Soviet Friday's meeting together with ets its electricity from
President M Gorbachev radical ecconomist Grigory tan, which in turn gets Sheoting of ‘Padma Nadir Majhi, an Ind sh joint venture feature film in at the iver Padma near
to draft a new union treaty de- Yavlinsky, who has been given  power from the Urals. The Banglade
volving power from the centre special responsibility Ihrml'ur- Urals get if from the Volga.” Aricha. film is being produced by Habib Khan of Ban;hdnﬂi and the West Bengal m‘ — Star photo
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Four Japanese | France to return Baltic | ADB granto | Millions of Roubles transferred
Alicged.y export Id to its owners Indonesia '
s go
missile parts _ MANILA. Aug 31: The Astar out o accoun

TOKYO, Aug 31: Four .I;HRIS Aug 31: Frlnc;:' is their rightful owners, " he rxlmcm Emh IADHJ;H - "

cunchatives major Japancse re to mturn some Lhree added. te it has appro a MOSCOW, Au 31: But Muzykantski uced a country dachas official use,
ok . tons ﬂ‘flﬂu deposited here by French officials said i‘;l{myﬁulhr technical assis- | Hundreds of millilnnl of receipt “dated two :::: ago” and plrihlﬁ‘m

aviation manufacturer were

charged Friday with violaling
foreign trade and customs law
by allegedly exporting US-
made missile parts {llegally to
iran, reports AP.

The men were taken to the
Tokye District Prosecutors
Office for further investigation
before prosecutors decide
whether to bring IBM to court,
according to an official in the
Tokye Police Department.

The official, who spoke on
nnndlunn of anonymily, said

Japan Aviation Electronics
Indult allegedly shipped
1.367 g-rhcell to Singapore
'f&::ul obtaining permission

the L

The mnﬁn allcged
fliegal shipments were made
nnrél‘hnqcuhm and were
WO t 35 million Yen
(255,000 Dollars) over a one-

year period starting from May

1988.

A local news report has said
the company might have
shipped as many as 3,000
sta . but the statute of
limitations for the export law
had passed for about halfl of
them.

The four executives of
Tokyo-base company included
the company’'s ex-president,
Yukio Kaito, 63, and senior
executives Kefichi Fukuizumi,
63, Yoshiharu Fukunaga, 58,
and Hironori Takahashi, 52.

If indicted, the four face a
maximum penalty of five years

mnlnd fines of up to 2
Yen (14,5000 Dollars)

$168m USAID grant
for research on
AIDS prevention

NEW YORK, Aug 31: The US
Agency for International
Development (USAID) has
awarded a grant of 168 million
Dollars to Family Health
international (FliI) to help
countries in Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Caribbean ex-
pand prevention and control of
the AIDS virus, reports Reuter.

Dr Theodore King,
President of Flil, a North
Carolina-based non-profit or-
ganisation doing research in
contraceptive development
and reproductive health, told
a news conlerence on
Thursday that the five-year
grant was the largest provided
by any mment. for inter-
national work Lo slow the

spread of the killer discase,"

world to launch
prevention programmes
encouraging changes in sexual

Dr Peter Lamptey, who
will direct the project, said
‘that by the end of the decade
80 per cent of all HIV AIDS
‘virus infections worldwide are

expected ' to result from
heterosexual transmission
through sex.

He said the project. would
concentrate on reducing

numbers of sexual partners,

training health perlunnel in
diagnosis and treatment for
sexually transmitted discases.

to estimates
the World oy

th Organisation
(WHO) ecight to 10 million

Latvia and Lithuania more than
50 years ago to its rightful

owners, Foreign Minister
Roland Dumas said here yes-
terday, reports AFP.

" France agreed to hold,
protect and guard the Baltic
countries gold since 1940 it
was clearly with the intention
of returning it to these coun-
tries,” Dumas said aflter a
Senate Foreign Alflairs and
Defence Committee hearing.

“Today the Baltic stales
arc recovering their full
sovereignty,” and sovereignty
implied control over monetary
asscts and the right to dispose
of gold reserves.

"We will. make the necccs-

sary arrangements to have
ﬂ'l:ll: pld stocks sent back to

Steps to

smugghng in Nepal

KATHMANDU, Aug 31 :
Nepal government is ukin;
steps to stop food being
hoarded inside the country
and smuggled outside by busi-

nessmen secking

who inform on those
attempting to smuggle food out
of Nepal will receive as a re-
ward 25 per cent of the value
of the food, the official said.
His comments  followed
criticism in the country's
Parliament Thursday that the
government of Prime Minister
GP Koirala had failed to stop

the smuggling.

South Africa sells
oll reserves

PRETORIA, Aug 31: The
South African government is to
sell strategic oil reserves of
the value of one billion
Rands(347 million Dollars) in
order to create jobs and pro-
mote social wuplifiment,
Econhomic Co-ordination
Minister Dawie de Villiers said

AFP,

The self-off was made pos-
sible by the "considerable im-
provement” in recent months
in South Africa’'s economic re-
lations with the rest of the

- world, De Villters told a press

conference here.

The cash would be spent on
projecis "which promote so-
clo-economic stability and
order" and enhance investor
confidence, he said.

These Im:ludfd building

that Paris would re-
turn the gold to the authorities
of Latvia and Lithuania il they
requested it, once France had
recognised the tow Baltic
states and certain legal condi-
tions were fullilled.

Central bank oflicials in
Lativia and Lithuania, which
were anncxed by the Soviel
Union in 1940 along with
Estonia, shipped the gold to
France belween 1929 and
1932, 2.2 tons [rom Lithunia
and a tonnc from Lativia.

Estonia, Latvia and Lituania
also deposited 14 tons of gold
with the bank of England
ahcad of World War Il, but it
was sold by [Dritain in 1967
and the money used to com-
pcnule I3rilons

stop food

Legislators including
Gopalfi Jung Shah of Koirala's
Nepalt Congress Party — said
the government should black-
list businessmen dealing in
grain on the blackmarket.

The legislators also com-
plained of sales of adulterated
grain and edible oils.

Meanwhile the official said,
the government has begun
scarching food warehouses
used by rice exporters and
others where they deposit
grain against bank loans.

The Food and Agriculture
Ministry did not say how much

rain had been illegally
oarded. )

——

schools. health clinics and
community centres in black

townships, developing sports
facilities in squatter settle-
ments and upgrading migrant
workers’ hostels, which in the
past year have become the [o-
cus of violent clashes between
rival black political groups.

He. said almost hall the
money — 408 million Rands
(141.5 million Dollars) would
be spent on improving infras-
tructure and rudimentary ser-
vices, while 204 million Rands
(70.7 million Dollars) would go
towards improving roads.

Projects which could make
a considerable contribution
towards relieving the unem-
ployment problem in the short
l:rm would bc fumun:d

|

tance grant o Indonesia for an

export promotion project , re
ports AFP.

The grant, to be funded by
the Japan Spccial Fund and
administered by the
Philippincs-based bank, is 1o
be used to asscss the training
necds of exporl trade person-
nel and analyse the capacity of
existing training institutions,
an ADB statement said.

Pak TV makes
profit

ISLAMABAD, Aug 31: State-
run Pakistan Television (PTV)
carned a net profit of 8.62 mil-
lion Rupees (about 320,000

Doll in the f[iscal year
ende .Jung 30, a
spokesm@gn said Saturday, re-
poris AFP.

The spokcesman, denying
rcports of a large deficit, said
in a statement that only some
commercially non-viable pro-

jects ‘had suffered losses, with

the overall operation reporting
a profit. le said PTV would
make major changes in its
programmes [rom next month
to promote Islamic traditions
and valucs, in line with

| government policy.

PTV opcrates centres here
and in the four provincial capi-
tals of Lahore, Karachi, Quetta
and Peshawar.

MTYV Europe sold

to Viacom Inc

NEW YORK, Aug 31: Viacom
Inc on Friday assumed full
ownership of MTV Europe,
completing its purchase of
Robert Maxwell Group PLC's
50.1 per cent stake ig the
overscas music video channel,
reports AP,

Rober Maxwell's cash
strapped publishing company
gels 65 million Dollars in
Viacom stock in exchange for
its MTV stake. Viacom already
owns MTV's US opcrations.

The agreement was  origi-
nally announced Aug 20.

Maxwell's London-based
company has been selling a
scls as
shave debt piled on during ag-
gressive acquisitions in the
1980s. | [

Viacom, Maxwell and
British Telecom PLC started
MTV Europe in 1987. The 24-
hour music video network
eventually lured 29.5 million
subseribers in Europe, Africa
and the Middle East.

Viacom bought DBritish's
Teleccom'’s 25 per cent inler
est last yn.ur

Aussie scientists soon to tap into hidd

SYDNEY, Aug 31: Scientists
here believe they are close to
perfecting I'.cchmlngr able to
tap into hidden methane gas
reserves so vast they will pro-
vide Australia with a brand new
energy source for industry,
transport and homes, reports
AFP,

The reserves are trapped
under Australian's eastern coal
fields and are three times big-
ger than the country's existing
reserves of natural gas, scien-
tist John Stocker said yester-

day.

"Tapping into only 10 per
cent could be worth about 20

billion Dollars to Australia, * he
told a m.

Stoc is Chiel Execulive
of the government's Comm-

onwealth Scientiflic and!/
Industrial Rescarch Organis-

ation(CSIRO), which is
developing the technology
with a major, but so far

unidentified Australian engi-
neering company.

A joint venture regarded as
one of the most {
dertaken by the CSIRO is ex-
pected to be announced along

with the name of the company
within a month.

The CSIRO is also working
with two major oil companies,
mebile and BHP petroleum, on
m methods of Itorin;

mw F::r Aﬂnirl

Priday told AFP.
“hmmﬂmhld

L un- .

part of an effort 1o’

pru cts running simultane-

" he said. "Apart from the
i'.'.lirlyr novel technology to tap
into the reserves, we are also
developing ways of converting
the natural methane to liquid
and another preject is to im-
prove storage capacity of gas
tanks”

While cars and taxis run cf-
ficiently on methane at the

moment, the major disadvan-

tage of the fuel apart from the

cost of conversion from petrol

is the present tank capacity,
giving vehicles limited range.

"We want to be able to
pump more gas into the same

space to make methane a more

vllhlt proposition for vehi-
E'lday " We hope to

Roubles have been transferred
oul of Communist Party (CP)
accounts as the Russian
Republie secks to take control
of the party's assects, the
Russian official in charge of the
issue said here Friday, reports
AFP.

Much of the party’s cash as-
scts, made up chiclly of mem-
bers’ subscriptions “were
transferred (o other banks,
and inte other accounts,” once
it realised it was falling out of
favour, Alexander Muzykantski
told a press conference.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin issued a decree Sunday
that all goods and assets of the
Sovict and Russian Communist
Partics on the republic’s terrdi-

tory were Russian property.

showing that the Communist
Party lcadership had deposited
500 million Roubles (300 mil-
lion Dollars) in a bank oflering
an intcrest rate of 4.5 per
cent, "apd that is only a small
amount® com to the rest.

The Sovict State Bank offi-
cially froze all bank accounts
belonging to the Communist
Party and dependent organisa-
tions at the beginning ol the
week, but Russia’s
“nationalisation” ol its assets
in the republic is likely 1o
prove a complex legal problem.

"It will bc a huge job just to
evaluate the Communist Party’s
asscts,” Muzykantski said.

In addition to the cash,
therce are such ftems as ollicial
cars. party schools, institules,

Not te mention the party’s
asscls overseas, particularly
cash deposiled in secret bank
accounts, said Moscow Mayor
Gavril Popov.

He also said the party was
unlikely to show much glasnost
over the value of fis holdings in
joint ventures with foreign
communist partics.

Once Russia has laid hands
on the assets, it will have 1o
decide what to do with them.

Muzykantski said atiempts
had already been made by
some Russian officials to move
into party flais, but said this
would nol be tolcrated.

The Communist Party’'s
goods must be used 10 meel
lh:dpmplc': social needs, he
said.

Workers' rally for new laws

to improve conditions in US

WASHINGTON, Aug 31 :
Union workers and civil rights
activists arc massing here this
Labour Day weekend in what
organisers hope will be a noisy
show of force [or ‘new laws to
improve health care and edu-

| calion and address other do-

mestic problems, reports AP.
Protesters want to "show
their unhappiness with the
legislative agenda at both ends
ol Pennsylvania Avenue,” with
both the White House and the
Congress, said John Perkings,
AFL-CIO official organising
Saturday's Solidarity Day
march fnr the 14.2- mﬂllun

member labor federation.

Besides pushing domestic
issues, unions want to remind
politicians, with an clection
year around the corner, that
organised labour is
breathing, despitc a recent
decline in membership.

"Il | was an eclected uITI-:-iaI.
[ think | would tlake not,
Paerkins said, predicting a
crowd of 200,000 on the
Washington Mall between the
White louse and the Capitol.

- Joining the AFL-CIO in
sponsoring demonstration are
about 180 other civil rights,
religious and envirnnmental

still < Martin I..ulhcr King

Broups.

Many of the groups that will
be on hand also participated in
the massive civil rights march
held 28 years ago in which
gave his I
Have a Dream”™ Speecch,
Perkins ﬂﬂ

Ten labour
hosted a linﬂliur ;:;hrﬂ
march, drawing about m.m
activists.

Among the issues unions
want to highlight: President
Bush's decision two weeks ago
to block the extension of
unemployment benefits to the
long-term ummphjmd

RIO DE JANEIRO, Aug 31: A
spurt in inflation and rumours
of a cabinct shakeup sent gold
and Dollar prices soaring, and
the government threatened to
tighten a recession to kecp in-
flation in check, rcports AP.

Prices in Augusl rose 15
per cfnt, compared with 13
per cent in July, the respected
Getulio Vargas Foundation, said
Thursday.

Inflation is 155 per cent so
far this year and 348 per cent
in the past 12 mnnlha the
foundation said.

Jumpy investors raced lo
take their money out of bank
accounts and buy gold or
Dollars. The two inflation
hedges are so popular in ycl-
low,” the Colors of the
Brazilian flag,

In Sao Paulo, Brazil's biggest
city and financial center, the
Dollar rosc Thuruday to 446

cruzciros on the fllegal but tol-
crated black market. The in-
crease was Lthe biggest since
May.

The government-set ex-
change ratc uscd in overscas
trade is 395.43 cruzeiros lo
the Dollar./

Gold prices rose nearly 2
per centl lo close at 4,995
cruzeiros a gram or 12.63
Dollar at the official rate.

The spree was fueled by
rumors of a cruzeiro devalua-
tion, a bank holiday and the
replacement of Economy
Minister Marcilio Marques
Moreira.

The rumours proved un-
founded, but the rmment
reacted sharply to the reheat-
ing of inflation.

Moreira told a congres-
sional commitlee in Brasilia
the government would tighten:
fiscal and monetary controls to

make major progress within
iwo or three years and we
would hope the industry would
be in preduetion by the turn of
the century.”

The existence of the
methane has been well-known
to an feared by Australian coal
miners for a centu

But because ?thc limita-
tions of available technology it
has been inaccessibly trapped
until now under the coal fields
of New South Wales and

Queensland.

Stocker told the symposium
there were varying estimates
of the size of the reserves, but
studies point to a total re-
source in eastern Ausiralia of
more than 7,000 billion cubic

meires.
This compars with esti-
mated natural } reserves

mostly, in the north west shelf
off the west Australian coast, of
2,000 billion cubic metres.
Methane from coal ficlda
can be substituted casily for
natural gas from existing
sources in all eonventional
uses and the CSIRO says it is
just as easily exportable as the
natural gas from the north
west shelf
Stocker said the SCIRO is
at ways to find under-
ground sweet spots where coal
rescrves are especially porous,
making the methane easier to

"One likely method would
be to drill down to the coal

Brazilian inflation alarming

check inflation.

"The siluation is grave and
demands hard, deep mca-
sures,” the financial press
quoted Moreira as lnyinF. 22 H'
we don't have a voice o
trol, we will have a r:mutun
much worse than last year.”

The recession was of a
severe anti-inflation plan that
froze prices and 80 per cent of
privatec and corporate bank ac-
counts.

The plnn was enacted by
President Fernando Collor de
Mcllo, a vigorous reformer who

ledged to “kill the tiger of in-
tion with one shol.” Inflation
fell from a high of 84 per cent
a month bul now is again on
the upswing.

In August, the government
began to return the frozen
maney and dcn:guht:d most
prices.

€N energy source

Tr-h-n said that iranian
supplies to the
markct

thinner than expecied. This
boosted the demand for other
mideast Gulf and for North Sca

§

The national Iranian ofl
company denfed rumours that
there were problems with
loading lranian oil at the
Egyptian Port of Sidi Kerir. But

he rumour nonetheless

|

Counter-ultimatum

of Madagascar
civil servants
ANTANANARIVO (Madag-
Striking civil
-:rnnu faced wilh dismissal
ur the Prime Minister to
with them Friday against
President Didier Ratsiraka,
mm they hope to drive from
Mce, réports AP.
"Ynu must choose hetmn .
Ratsiraka and the * the

civil servants dec in an
open letter to Prime Minister

Guy Reeanamasy.
The letter published in the
Madagascar Tribune

newspaper did nol say what
action the sirfkers would take
Razanamasy makes good on his
threat to fire them #f thecy
don’t return to work by Wed-

About 20,000 cheering civil
servants and their su |
packed a college stadium
Thursday to volee their
dcliance of the order.

The civil servants have been
striking since early June but
have still been paid. They have
lined up/' before government
minisiries since Wedneaday io
collect what may be théir last
paychecks.

They have rallied tens of
thousands supporters daily in
Antananarivo, and musicred
300,000 marchers Tuesday to
prolest demonstration.’

None of the mainstream
opposition leaders are in iL

walked out of talks with
Razanamasy last weekend afler
it became clear that Ratsiraka
intcnded to name the defense
and foreign allairs ministers
himseclf.

The opposition claims that
clections in which Ratsiraka
won a third seven-year term in
1989 were rigged. They
demand thal he leave office,
that the constitution be rewri-
iten and democratic elections
be held within 18 months.

Ratsiraka has taken rchuge
in his bunkcr-like palace since
Aug 10, when his ntial
guard fred on 400,000
protesters marching on the
residence. At least 31 people
were killed.

The world's fourth-largest
island, Madagascar is located
400 kilometers (250 miles) off
the coasl of East Alrica. Its 10
million pcople are of mostly
mixed Asian and Alrican origin.

Ratsiraka has privalized
nfrlcullurt and other sectors

the economy in recent
years, but the country remains
one of the world's poorest,
with per capita income of
aboul 225

Colombia to retain
coffee exports to

bolster prices

‘BOGOTA, Aug 3|: Colombia
will refrain from exporting one
million sacks-ol collee as part
of an international producers’
agrcement Lo bolster prices,
the head of the Colombian
Coffee Federation said in
stalements published Friday,
reporis AP

Jorge Cardenas told re-
porters that Colombia had
agreed o hold back exports
alter the world's main coffee
producers agreed to keep
seven milllon sacks off the
market during the next 12
months.

Colombia is the world's sec-
ond largest coflee producer
afler Brazil. Coflfee accounts for
aboul a third of Colombia's an-
nual 8 billion Dollars of export
carnings.

President Cesar Gaviria will
travel 0 Brazil on Sunday to
discuss regulating supply



