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RANGAMATI

Malaria claims
40 lives

Aug 30 : Malaria claimed
about 40 lives and affected 600
others in Matiranga upazila in
Khagrachhari Hill District dur-
ing the last one month, Upazila
Parishad sources said here to-
day, reports UNB.

According to sources, the
ailing paticnis are nol getling
proper trealment owing to
shortage of physicians and
non-availability of nccessary
life-saving medicines in the lo-
cal hospilals.

Meanwhile, conjunctivitis, a
disease of thc eyes and viral
fever have been spreading in
the greater Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

Dr. Nirmal Kanti Barua of
Kaptai Upazila Health Complex
ad Dr. Su the Deputy Civil
Surgeon of Rangamati Hill
District told UNB that hun-
dreds of indoor and ouitdoor
patients are reporting for
treatment daily.

BRAHMANBARIA

Shashanka Debnath

murder case
hearing begins

Aug 30 : The hearing of
Shashanka Debnath murder
case known as Nidarabad mur-
der case began (n the
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Court Sunday,
reports UND.

Eleven wilnesses namely
Kanchan Sarkar, Hira Miah
Chowdhury, Siddiqur Rahman
Chowdhujy, Chittaranjan Roy,
Manohar Roy, Hari Mohan
Chowdhury, Chandra Sarker,
Lal Mohan Sarker, Jadu Mohan
Sarker, Moheb All and
Hamidul Alam Chowdhury have
been cxamined so [ar.

Shashanka Debnath was
186,
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MADARIPUR
Health complexes

need care

Aug 30: The Health
Comp in Madaripur and
Shariatpur districts have been
facing manifold problems for a

time, reports UNB,
hn:.cmdlnl to informed
sources, paucity of drinking
walter, of proper drainage
system in the premises of hos-
Etlh. of ambulances,
lood banks, dental and oph-
thalmic instruments have ag-
the situation.

Besides, dl:nit of the health
complexes not have X-ray
mﬂm causing much incon-
venience in diagnosis and
treatment of discases.

Hundreds of patients who
were coming from remote ar-
cas are going back disap-
pointed duc to absence of
proper trealment facilities.

Emergency patienls cannotl
be shifted to the hospitals in
the district hcadquarters, for
lack of ambulances.

JHENIDAH

Dacoit nabbed

Aug 30 : Local
caught one dacoit red

people

-when a gang of robbers at-

tacked them at Mahishakundu
Battola near the town
Wednesday night, reports
UNB.

Accopding lo witnesses, a
group of people numbering
about eight to 10 while return-
ing home aller their days work
a gang of dacoits nu

about 1¥3to 14 attacked them
and tried to loot their belong-

ings.

The people challenged the
dacoits caught onc of them
while othcrs managed to

escape. During the scuflle the
dacoits stabbed Osaman of
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KISHOREGANJ, Aug 30: A
large number of government
and non-government pri
schools in
Kishoreganj district has been
facing manifold problems in-
cluding shortage of teachers

and accommodation, lack of
like black

necessary
boards, chalk, dusters etc,
paucity of pure drinking water,
sh of funds, furniture
and f{rregular payment of
salaries. ¢
According to the district
Primary Education
De nt, there are 807
government and 18] non-gov-
ernment primary schools in
the district. The total number
of students in the government
schools is 2,35,667 while non-
government schools have
28,288 students. Besides, 90
posts of primary school teach-
ers have cu:n
long time. Most of the non-
government primary schools

ng

Primary education faces setback
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From Our Correspondent

established under local initia-
tives have not yet received
government recognition
although these institutions
have a good number of stu-
dents and other requisite fa-
cilitics. Some of these schools
were set up before the libera-
tion war and have been run-
ning in deplorable condition.
Due to fund constraints pay-
ments of the teachers remain
frregular over the years. As a
resuit, teachers have al-
ready lefl respective in-
stitutions in utter disappoint-
ment.

On the otherhand, the gov-
ernment schools have also
been p
able ms hampering the
very purpose ol the universal
primary education programme
to a great exient.

Most of the schools have
been lacking requisite number
of benches due to which stu-
dents arc compelled to sit on

Thousands homeless by
Padma, Meghna erosion

Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Aug 30 : The
erosion of the river Megh
has rendered about 6,000
people homeless in Honarchar

-opment board, four villages

under Honarchar union have
been -?Ill': away by the cro-
sion o e mighty Mcghna.
The badly -ﬁuc:: villages arc
Honarchary Sadullahpur,
r and :

About 1500 welling

houses, five cducational insti-

F.

UNB re from Faridpur
: Hundreds of fami

in three unions of Char
Bhadrashan in the sec-
ond week of this month.

The worst aflected unions

arc : Char Jhaukanda, Char

Bhadrashan and Char

Girl rescued
from N'gan;
brothel

and rescued Sufia

Wellare Centre building and
Taherpur and Kalyanpur pri-
mary schools in Char
Jhaukanda union have

been devoured while Char
Harirampur anion council ol-

fice, bazar, LSD and
the building of the NGO, World
Vision, are threatened.

Sources said a high school
and a government primary
school in the Char Harirampur
union shiflted to safer places.

Allccted people have urged
the authorities to take eflective
measures to stop crosion and
rehabilitation of the distressed
people. . '

A report from Madaripur
says, the Padma also washed
away a vast tract of land in
Sadar upazi

gely alfecting
Bahera Bundorkhola and
Char J unjons of the dis-
trict, '

ed with innumer-

bricks or mats. In some
schools there is no chair for
the teachers, so they are
forced to sit on benches. The
supply of necessary appliances
:Incl'uding blackboards, chalk,
uster is too inadequate.
No playgrounds

Ninely per cent of the
schools do not have play-
grounds. Besides, most of the
institutions have no lavatories
and urinals. They also lack sul-
ficient accommodation facili-
tics. So classes are being held
under the open sky but that
too becomes impossible during
the rainy season. Moreover, a
large number of schools are
running in dilapidated build-
ings which may collapse at any
moment. The roofs of the
schools buildings soak water
even alter a slight rainfall
which forces the teacher to
suspend classes frequently.

Due to shortage of funds the

managemeni are not in a posi-

——-Sl:arphoﬁu

tion Lo repair the schools.
Shortage ol teachers is ham-
pering the proper education ol
the students. Besides, dearth
of trained teachers has aggra-
vated the situation. Some of
the teachers clinging to their
jobs complained that they
were not receiving
salaries for months together.

Il remedial measures are
not taken immediately the ex-
isting schools will face closurc
shortly, the social leaders ex-
pressed.

Moreover, some of the pri-
mary schools which have been
damaged by [floods, storms,
cyclones and other natural
calamities during the last few
ycars have not yet been re-
paired in rural areas.

The guardians have ap-
pealed to the authority con-
cerned to take effective steps
s0 that the long standing prob-
lems of the primary schools be
redressed.

8 die of diarrhoea
in Comilla

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, Aug 30 : Eight
persons died and a large num-
ber has been attacked by diar-
rhoea in eight villages of
‘Burichang upazila of the dis-
trict. ,

The worst aflfected villages
are Sadakpur, North Shampur,
Jagatpur, Komaila, Rajapur,
Baria, Nompara  and—Arag
Anandapur. _

However, the flood situation
in the area is now improving
but scarcity of pure drinking
water and consumptlion ol
adulterated flood stulls were
attributed 1o the outbreak of
the disease. Two medical
teams and health workers are
working in every union of the
u la to combat the discase,
official sources said.

Virus fever s spreading
alarmingly in sadar upazila of
the district adversely aflecting
the body resistance ol the
masscs,

The symploms of the virus
attack lasts for scven to 15
days with high lemperature.

their

BJC owes jute.
growers
Tk 50 lakh

KUSHTIA, 30 : District
units of Bangladesh Jute
Corporation (BJC) have not yet

~off last year's outstanding
dues of jute growers and small
traders amqunting to Tk 50
lakh due to shortage of funds,
officfal sources said, reports
UNB. "

BJC purchased jute from
the growers and small traders
last year on credit through its
two offices, one at Paragpur

- and another at Bheramara.

Besides, small traders who
supplied. jute to the shippers
at Khulna and Na on
credit are ycl 1o get the price
of their produce amounting to
Tk 20 lakh.

These two buying agencies
are nol in a position to pur-
chase jute from the growers
due to non-payment of the ar-
rears. poor productﬁ"m
also regularly returning from
village hats with their produce

Pricc of jute has come down
to Tk 250 per maund against
Tk 380 last year causing great
hardship to the growers.

BJC s yet Lo place any fund
for purchasing jute and the
mn ufdl_ll:, two offices

arc not ged ttin
their salary for ﬂ'ncl’l':ﬁ lw:
months, it is learnt.

113 arrested
in Tangail

TANGAIL, Aug 30: Tangail
policc arrested 113 persons
from different arcas of the
district during the last few
days for their alleged involve-
ment in various crimes, re-
poris [3SS,

Police sources said one
Fazlul 11uq of Hugra unfon un-
der Sadar upazila was arrested
on Wednesday from
Bashakhanpur area and onc
SMG and 14 rounds of ammu-
nition were recovered from his

possession.

Shantibahini men

surrender

RANGAMATI, Aug 30
Thirty-four activists of out-
lawed Shantibahini surren-
dered to the security forces at
Marishya Zone here last wecek,
reports UNB.

had Beh members of the #9-

called Juba Sanghali and Gram
Panchayet, a political and toll
collection wing of the Parbatya
Juba Sanghati Samity (PCJSS).

With this, a total of 294
armed activists of the
Shantibahini have surrendered
to the security forces here in
the last two weeks,

After surrendering, they
expressed Lheir irm determi-
nation to work with the gov-
ernment and resist terroriam
in the region.

Another report adds
Chairman of Rangamati [ill

District Gautam Dewan urged

the people of hill districts to
bufld up social resistance

against the outlawed

Meat of sick animals on sale

MADARIPUR, Aug 30 : Sick
catiicheads are being slaugh-
tered indiscrimina in the
slaughter house of the munici-

here, consumers alleged.

Wilnesses sald beel of sick
animals is being sold in the lo-

cal markets at comparatively
lower
health

It may be mentioned here

rices causing scrious

From Our Correspondent

recently. Mr Salim Farazi (The
Datly Star] and Md Khalilur
Rahman Belal (Dainik Bangla)
were elected President and
Sccrclary respeclively while
Enayct liossain (Isfulinggo)
was clected treasurer,

Md Furkan Ahmed (Dinkal)
conducted the polls.

The number of minor
Rickshawpullers has been in-
creasing day by day in Lhe town
posing a problem both 1o

Edcﬂnnm and other vchicu-
r aclivities. The minor s

of 1p to 12 yecars can ly
mainiain the balance of the ve-
hicle while carrying the pas-
sengers. often meet acci-
dents on the roads as they
are unfit to drive it.
Even not possess any
driving lcence.

Extreme has forced
these ill-lated boys to take up

jobs as rickshawpullers for
supporting their families.

Teacher shortage
The non-government pri-
mary schools in the district
arce functioning without ade-
quate number of teachers and

educational facilities.
According to the informed
sOurees, ut 12,000 students
in 62 institutions in four upasi-
las are being affected by the
lack ol benches, chairs, black
boards and other necessary
educational a . There
are |9 schools in Sadar, 15 in
Kalkini, seven in Shibchar and
21 in upazrila.

The guardians alleged that
the standard of education has
fallen in the last 12 years.

suggested nationalisa-

tion all schools in

Santibahini,

While speaking in a protest
rally here Gautam condemried
the outlawed Shantibahini for
the August 2] incident in
which one tribal girl was killed

“and séven others were injured

e alSp Nppéatedt’ o he.
consclous citizens of the
country to be vocal against
atrocitics, torture and killings
being perpetrated by the
armed miscreants.

Uparila Chairman Luxmi
Kumar Chakma presided over
the rally held at Rupkart
School Tield recently under
Baghaichhart upazila of the dis-
trict.

Thousands of tribals and
non-iribals [rom hill districts

attended the rally.

Kidnapped
woman yet to -

be rescued

SATKHIRA, Aug 30 : Police
could not rescue a kidna
divorced woman alter nine
days of abduction from Tetulia
village in Kaliganj upazila of the
distriel, re UNB,

Family sources said Noor-
jahan (28), having two Kids,
was kidna by one alleged
co-villager Mobarak AN when
she came out of her house at
dead of night on A Lt19 to
respond to the call of nature.

A casc was flled in this con-
nection and police is trying
hard to rescuec the woman, po-
lice said.

HYV lentil
developed

GAZIPUR, Aug 30 : The sci-
entists of Bangladesh Agri-
culture Research Institute have

mdmwh:ﬂ huhrmrj .“m.

JESSORE, :
Sugarcane on 280 acres of land
around Churamonkati in Sadar
upazila has been damaged by

it s reported that about
300 acres of

Aug 30

land of

Notes from
C'nawabganj

CHAPAINAW, J, Aug
two villages in Sadar up

s upazila

by crosfon of the mighty

Padma river during the last

‘In Raninagar and Chayrasia

s of the uh.- about

200 have engulfced

by ‘the river. Alatoli unfon

parishad buflding was also

damaged.

. Local people said tion
has also become difficult be-
cause of strong current in the
river Padma in the affected
area. /

Hundreds of 4n the
area have been e their

in deep anxicty as their
ficlds with standing crops are
also threatened with fnunda-
tion through breaches of the
embankment near the banks of
the river Padma.

The affected people of the
upazila urged the authorities to
provide reliefl including food,
clothing, medicine shel-
ter.
Delay in lifting raw jute by
the purchasing centres has
pushed down prices below
production cost.

It is reporied that over the
last few weeks prices of differ-
ent varicties of fjute have
dropped substantially with the
arrival of a small quantity of
new fute in the market. The
price is now quoted as low as
Tk 120 to 160 per maund.

it is apprehended that with
the beginning of the full sea-

son, Lthese prices may registeér

further fall

Jute growers and officials’
have expressed concern
that huge quant of jute
might be left unsold this year

due to market manipulation by
unscrupulous traders.

Observers believe, jute pro-
duction will face a drastic set-
back and the growers will shift
to other crop if urgent correc-
tive measures are not taken.

A total of 2.04 of
different trees mm
tributed asmong the farmers of -
four northern districts under
afforestation programme dur-
ing the current season.

The districts
Chapainawabgani,
Rajshahi and Naogaon.

. According to Forest
Department sources, the
saplings ol mehagani, shishu,
epil-epil, shegun, shilkoroi,
papaya, coconul, jack-fruit and
cucalyptus arc being sold at
nominal prices of 75 paisa 1o
Taka two cach, "'
land tn Naogaon and Natore
districis have been brought
under the allorestation pro-
gramme, the sources ;

A training session was a
arranged for 31 agriculture of-
ficials and 25 plantation assis-
tants by the forest department

to gear up the programme.
A vicum of
sexual lust

From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, Aug 30: A
minor girl became a-victim of'
scxual lust and fighting dealh
in the hospital bed.

Momtaz Begum (9],
daughter of a rickshawpuller of
village MunisMipara under
Ulpur upazila of Ku
district was raped by one
Amjad llossain of the source
area on the recently, It is
learnt that the ill-fated
was abducted from
and taken to
and raped-iill she lost her
SCNSC.

Police recovered the girl
and sent her o Korigram host
pital fof treatment. A case was
started in this connertions’
with Uhlpur police. Rapist
Amjad Hossain has been abs
sconding.

National Mouming Day was
observed ot Kurigram and ils

adjoining upazilas by Awami
League on Augast 15

A day-long programmc was
chalked oul in this conncction
which included placing of
wreaths at the portrait of Sk
Mujib, Milad Mahfil. mourning
procession, denation of blood,
kangalee bhoge and discussion

A discussion meeting was
held on Sheikh

are
Natore,

Mujibur Rahman at the local
Pourashava hall recom with
Sheikh Babul in the chair.

DINAJPUR : The outgoing
addressing the 5th biennial general meeting held recently.

President of Dinajpur Union of Journalists Qamrul
- - Star photo




