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Yang terms happemng
in Moscow as a crime

ULAN BATOR, Mongolia,
Aug 27: Visiting Chinese

President Yang un, in a
clear refercnce o the [lailed

coup in the Soviet Union, was

reported as -
leaders that Defjing viewed
the events in W as a

re Reulter.
,; in
ongolian

iscussions with

: () President
Nranln Ochirbat, Yang
said China hoped to develop
further relations with the
Soviet Union now President
Mikhail Gorbachev was back in
charge, according to an ac-
count of the meecting given to

Reuter by a Mongolian official
today

It was the first reported
comment by a Chinese leader
in res

ponse

events in the Sovict Union last
week, when a rightwing at-
tempt to topple Gorbachev and
seize power was fofled lnd the

conspirators arrested.

BRIEFLY

Leftists kill Italian

rillas shot-dead an ltalian priest,

to the tumultuous

China's tion from the
starl was events in the
Sovict Union were an internal
Soviet aflair, Yang was quoted
as saying.

China neither supported
nor condemned the coup at-
tempt, though diplomats in
Beijing said they were sure
Chinese leaders welcomed the
prospect of hardliners taking
control in Moscow and revers-
ing Gorbachev's reforms.

Beijing's hardline commu-
nist leaders have not forgiven
Gorbachev for allowing castern
Europe to leave the socialist

, and view his drift to-
pliucll pluralism and

accommodation with the west
as betrayal.

Relations belwcen Beljing
and Moscow had become more
m:t:lv: Yang was quotced as

[ ]
riest: maosst guer-
latest victim of what

:hurch oflicials called “terrorist insanity” against foreign
el:rgy E:wrl:rnﬂng social work among Peru: ‘poor, reports

Hm-cled gucrrillas believed to be members of the Shining

shol Alessandro Dordi

ordering him and two
rmed to Chimbote, 450 km (270 miles) north of
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ents and

returning alter celebrating
. Hector Alvarado, a priest in the Diocesan of-
town of Chimbote.
nhhﬂmnmﬂpm'mth:mm
Guerrillas left his bedy on the
s van, he said.

e: offour arrested: A man has been

years, died ilﬂl‘lnl%

,. 60, three times in the
y wurkernnul;nl'n van as

mass in a

the shooting deaths of his estranged wife's par-
firebombing in ‘which two children were killed

and their parents severely burned, police said. reports AP

from Honolulu.

Orlando Ganal, 37, also shot and wounded his wife and
w-oﬂmnm“t fire o a laundry where he worked,
police spokeswoman Ms The wilfc, 34, was
hpndmndﬂhnuﬂhermnincﬂttﬂmﬂiuun Motoyama
said. Police wouldn't rclease their names. s
Ganal had filed Jor divorce and the casc was to have been
heard Monday.
ﬁll:lll. lihu arrested Monday, is suspected of criss-
u[ﬂllmtwmdunngﬂtmwﬂmlbc-

Earthagake shakes Japan: a stong

a preliminary reading of 5.9 on the Richter
lﬂhlhuhdnp-:l northemn island of Hokkaido late Monday
night, the Central Meteorological Agency said Tuesday, re-

ports AP from Tokyo.

Mﬂummﬂlﬂwwlmumﬁumth
) « the agengy said. It said there was no dan-
m#me
. The quake's epicentre was 60 kilometres (37 miles) un-
der the sea fldor off the coast of Kushire, aboul 890 kilome-
tres (560 miles) northeast of Tokyo, the agency said.
registered three on the Japanese scale of
seven in Kushiro and Hiroo on llokkaido, and two In
Hachinohe, Aomori Prefecture, the northern state on Japan's

main island.
A tremor three on the Japancse scale can jiggle

measuring
windows and causc hanging lamps o sway.

The Richier scale is a measure of the total strength of an
earthquake at its epicentre. A quake registering 6 on the
scale is considered ‘severe, capable of widespread damage
ncar the epicentre.

Cuellar sees in ME crisis:

UN Secrciary-Oencral Javier Perez de Cuellar said on
Monday he saw signs of progress in the Middle East hostage
crisis and he would meet an Iranian envoy loday (Tuesday),
reports Reuter from Geneva.

Hie spoke 10 reporiers afler being bricfed by his personal
representative Giandomenico Picco who returned from a visit

- to lsrael last weck.

"l continue my hope that something very important will
happen in secing all the detainecs set [ree,” he said. “When, |
cannol say, but things are moving and moving at a good pacc.”

He said lran's envoy might be its ambassador to the

The endorsement came afler a heated five-hour debate on
the bill proposed by President Elias |irawi's government.

The administration wanied to resolve the Aoun case that
has resulied in a diplomatic strain with France.

Parliament Speaker Hussein said the bill was endorsed by
of 72 members present, but declined to give the

date was sct for Aoun's departure for the embassy,

up lor more than nine months.
MbmhutnbtqrnihyHr-mﬂhmtherrﬂtm

days and then arrangements mus! be made to move Aoun and
his two top aides from the French Embassy in Christian east

ion in New York:
., demanding

ago when a car
ic Jcﬁ]umped a kerb in the New York
Borough of Brooklyn and struck him.

. black youths angered by the death rioted
Crown Heights section of Brooklyn, where blacks

and Jews of the ultra-orthodex Lubavitch Hasidic sect live in
the same

-:h:m:dl.ltpmchﬂl.hnufluuuf

of the Soviet Republics of Lithuania Letonia

and Estonia which a
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MOSCOW, Aug 27: Presi-
dent Mikhail S Gorhn::hw told
legislators he returned from
three days of house arrest to
find a different country. Then
he found out how dillerent as
republic leaders told him
Monday thal his central gover-
nment had ‘“committed
suicide,” reports AP,

Leaders of the 15 Soviet
republics, especially Russian
Federation President Boris N
Yeltsin, have taken power into
their own hands.

But with that power will
come many of the same prob-
lems that stymied Gorbachev

in his eflforts to simultaneously

reform and preserve the
country. The economy is .
shackled by 74 years ol central
control and the nation still is
learning the basics of democ-

Gorbachev resigned
Saturday as hcad of the
Communist Party, shattering
its power, and on Mnnday pro-
posed putling his [ate in the
hands of the pcople by holding
the country’'s first popular na-
tional presidential clections.

But moments afler he spoke
in the Supreme Sovict legisla-
ture, s ers form three of
the four largest Soviet re-
publics — Russia, the Ukraine
and Kazakhstan — rose lo say
they were taking maltters into
their own hands.

"We all think differently to-
day.... It's time 1o stop running
after the time that is gone,”
said Kazakhstan President
Nursultan Nazarbayev, who
after Yeltsin is the mosl re-
spected among the republic

rs.

Nazarbayev and other
republic leaders sketched out
steps they arc laking to seize
conirol of centrally owned
enterprises, and in many cascs
to turn them over Lo private
control.

The Supreme Soviel voled
overwhelmingly to convenc its

parcnt body, the Congress of
Pcople’'s Dcpulies, next
Monday. It invited recpublic

leaders to debate the future of
the nation and weigh proposals

Manila to allow US troops to |

use Subic base for 10 more yrs

H-Alll-l-. Aug 27: The
United" States and the

Phﬂ!pp'lm signed a new mili-
tary base ment loday al-
lowing US forces usc of . Subic
Bay Naval Dockyard for 10
more years, reporis Reuler.

Philippine Foreign
Secrctary Raul Manglapus and
US Ambassador Frank Wisner

signed the Lreaty afler 15
months of fortuous negotia-
tions on the future of the al-
most century-long American
military presence in the
former US colony.

The agreements f[aces a
tough ratification ss In
the Philippine Senale, which
musl a : the pact with a
two-thirds majority before the
present lease cxpires on
Scplember 16

The treaty of [riendship,
cooperalion and sccurily was
signed at a ceremony attended

crnment.

"Neither Gorbachev. | nor
central authorities are capahle
of defending the interests of
the peoples of the USSR," said
Yuri Sheherbak of the Ukraine:

"The Supreme Soviet has
failed to understand that the
whole of the centre has com-
pletely outlived itself. - It is
dead. It committed  suicide,”
said Armenian President Levon

International

Republics tell Gorbachev
central govt finished

Ter-Petrosian.

Nazarbayev said Gorbachev's
proposed Union Treaty to pre-
serve the Soviet Union should
be drastically revised. He said
there should be no central
Cabinet of Ministers or par-
liament, that the republics
should have their own I'ureign
ministries and military forces,
and that the central army
should Hmit itself to border

MOSCOW : Long lens view of deputy members ‘uniden-
tifred! voting durlng the late night session of Supreme
to liquidate the central gov-  Soviet in Kn:rnltn in Muufnw August 26. -AFP/UNB photo

by Peesident Corasgen Aquino al
the Malacanang Presidential
Palace in Manila.

I provides a framework for
future cooperation... it's a way
o celcebrate an old friendship
and pul il on a new and
stronger looting.” Wisner Lold
reporters alter mecting
Congress Spcecaker Ramon
Mitra on Monday.

Aquino has becn lobbying
members of the 23-member
Senalc o back the accord,
which provides 203 million
dollars in annual compensa-
tion. But Scnakors say scveral
arc opposcd (o the pact.

Rejection of Lhe treaty
would force the United Stales
to withdraw its 8000 ser
vicemen remaining in the
country and close down Subic,
its largest ship repair yard

and naval ammunition and .

supply depol in Asa. It is about

Bodos on rampage,
kill former MP

NEW DELHI, Aug 27 : Tribal
rebels shol dead a hrntr MP
today in Assam, prompling
fears of rrﬂrh-h by the poliu-

_cllnl lol wers against Lhe
u Lthe Prﬂm

Tru-l nl' [Fﬂ}

ports AFP.

All Bodo Students' Union
(ABSU) guerillas stormed Lhe
home of Samar Brahma
Chnwdhury in the northeast-
ern state's’ Kokrajhar district
and shot dead the popular

and his guard aller a
grenade allack, T said.

C hury, former mem-
ber of the Federal Parliament,
wag [atally wounded in the at-
tack and died a few hours alter

the carly Tuesday raid, but his
guard was riddled with ma-

chine gun lire and died on the
spol. PT]1 said.

The slain pohtician was
Chairman of the Plains Tribal
Council of Assam (PTCA) and
championed a cause opposed
lo AlISU's drive for a suparate
slate within India for the
tribes  people of oll-rich
Assam's upper reaches. The
Assam government Tuesday re
inforced security in tribal areas
fearing retallatory altacks by
PTCA fightets on tribes peo-
ple, supporting the Bodo
rebels, PT1 said, adding that a
manhunt has been ordered for
the killers.

According to official ligurcs,
al least 250 people have died
sinee Janu 1989 in violence
linked to the Bodo homeland
demand.

50 miles 80 km) northwest of
Manila.

Aquino s Execulive
Secretary Franklin Drilon said
in an addrcss at the signing
ceremony that the
‘overwhelming majority™, of
Fiipinos backed ratification of
the treaty.

Under the agreement, the
United Stales will hand back
control to the Philippines  of
Clark Air Bas¢. The former
headquartcrs of the US 13th
Air Forces was badly damaged
by the cruption ol Mount
Pinatubo Veolcano in Junc.

Clark and Subic were the
largest American Miltary in-
stallations in Asia, employing
80,000 Filipino workers and
pumping an cstimated one bil-

lion dollars a ycar into the
Philippine cconomy.
Under the new treaty, the

Philippincs will receive 323
million dollars in the first ycar
and 203 milhon dollars in suc-
ceeding years in security assis-
tance grants.

Bul if trade concessions,
lood aid, economic assistance
and other ftems are included,
the overall package totals
around 800 million dollars In
annual support, according Lo
Philippine ncegoUators.

Aquino says the country,
battcred by a serics of natural
disasters, nceds the moncy.

War over, say
Sithanouk and
Hun Sen

PATTAYA (Thailand), Aug
27 . Cambodia's Prince Noro-
dom Sthanouk declamed 12
years of war in his couniry over
as the government and its
guerilla foes agrecd lo cut
down their armies and hand
ln thﬂr weapons, reports

Events not finished yet Solzhemtsyn

NEW YORK, Aug 27 : Exiled
Soviet author Alexandcr

Solzhenitsyn, who spent a
Mietime exposing Soviel lo-
" talitarianism, declined
, commenti on Monday on the
momentous events shaking
up his homeland, reports
Reuter.

The author's wife, Natalya said
in a te interview

that necither she ner her
husband would make any
comment at present

The evenis are not [inished
yet. Every hour it changes.
There 1s no sense o make
comments in the midst of
the process, she said.

Solzhenitsyn, 72, a winner of

the Nobel Prize for Miera
ture, has spent more than
15 years in virtual isolation
at a rural home near
Cavendish, Vernmont.

He won the Nobel Prize for lit-
erature in 1970 and was
forcibly exfled and stripped
of his citizenship in 1974
after publishing in the West

of Soviet forecd

an ex
labour camps, the Gulag
Archipe : g

He has few public ap

pearances or slatemenis
and when he has, it was to
criticise both communtsm
and the decadence of the
West,

Alex Grant, the Editor of a
New York Russian newspa-

Stedn sadd of the Writer

per,'Novoye Russkoye Slovo
(New Russian Word), said,
he's been absolutely in-
communicado for many
years. “We dropped all at-
tempts two or three years
ago to talk to him.”

Veronika Steina, a Russian

friend of the exiled writer,
satd she thought the reclu-
sive author's reaction was
"normal, s ours 8.°

"He's
immersed in his work. He
doesn’'t ke to talk. He's
very busy person.” she said
Slozhenitsyn was in the
process of fintshing his epic
work on the formation of
Soviel soctety, the red

wheol trilogy

defense. §

The country, he said, could
be run by a 'I‘rumz Inter-
hforqemllmm;

tion but, an economic market.
Yeltsin's aide Ruslan

' Khasbulatov called for decol-

lectivisation of land, transfer of
factories and businesses first
to republic and then to private
ownership, and sharp cuts in
spending by the military and

The Russian President
would act "without hesitation
to dismiss" elected and ap-
pointed officials in the Russian
Federation who "stained them-
selves through links with the
junta,” said Khasbulatov.

Yeltsin did not appear in
the Soviet legislature, letting
Khasbulatov speak in his place.

But his authority was clear

 both in Moscow and around

the world.

"Yeltsin is more president
ol the Soviet Union than
Gorbachev,” said Latvian law-
maker Nick Neilands, predict-
ing that the Soviet congress
would follow Yeltsin's lead in
recognizing the Baltic inde-
pendence. |
"~ In Washington, US Deputy

Secretary of State Lawrence

Eagleburger was asked who
was in charge ol the Soviet
Union. "It's a tough one to an-
swer, but to the degree that
we can figure it out it's Mr
Yeltsin and Mr Gorbachev.” He
rcplied “"Yes" when asked
whether the power flowed in
that ordcr.

Former MP,
son killed

in Assam

NEW DELIII, Aug 27: Tribal
militants armed with grenades
and guns killed a former MP,
his son and a bodyguard in the
northeastern state of Assam
today, prompting fears of
bloody reprisals, Press Trust of
India (PTI) said, reports AFP,

All Bodo Studcnts’ Union
(ABSU) militants stoned the
house of Samar Brahm
Chowdhury in the tow
Kokrajha, lobbed grenades anc
sprayced bullets, the news
agency said.

Chowdhury, Chairman of
the Plains Tribal Council of
Assam (PTCA) and a former
member of the federal parlia-
menl, died in hospital. His son
and bodyguard were killed in-
stantly.

The killing sparked [ears of
clashes belween activists of
the militant ABSU, which is
fighting for a scparalc slale for
the Bodo tribals of Assam, and

members ol the moderate
PTCA, PTI1 said.

Estonian FM
fears another
coup in USSR

COPENHAGEN, Aug 27 :
The Estonian Foreign
Minister, Lennart Meri, said
late Monday he [eared another
conscrvative coup in the Soviet
Union and urged all countries
to recognize the three Baltic
states, reports AFP.

Meri, who arrived here
from iccland with his coun-
terparts Janis Jurkans of
Latvia and Algirdas Saudargas
of Lithuania, expressed satis-
faction that at least 1B coun-
tries had announced their in-

tentions to recognize the
Ballic states.
But he said he was

“worried thal there will be an-
other coup in two or three
weeks, because of the reac-
tionary forces that are so
strong in the Soviet Union.”
The three went on the
mect with Queen Margarete |l
before signing ecarly today a
document reestablishing
diplomatic relations with
Denmark, interrupted by the
anncxalion of their couniries
by Lhe Sovict Union in 1940.
Jurkans said the faflure of
the coup “has not solved all the

problcms.”
Sino-Burmese
cooperation to
grow

BANGKOK, Aug 27: Burma

| ports AFP.

During talks in the
two couniries o iIn-
crease military cooperation
and w-ﬂ:h?m as

HE
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Off the Record

He learnt it from TV

NEW YORK : A four-ycar-old New York boy whu learned
how to load a gun from “l:chlng television shot and killed his
two-year-old sister, police said, reports Reuter,

Aschi Diaz was uholnn:tlnthe head by her brother, who
had taken their father's 30-30 Winchester rifle from a wall-
rack on Saturday and loaded it

Police said the boy, whose name was nol released, had
learned to load the weapon “just from watching television.”

They said the child found a hidden cache of ammunition,
loaded the gun and fired it, mortally wounding his sister as
she sat on the floor in a baby seat.

Police said no criminal charges would be pressed.

Soviet law-makers
grill each other

MOSCOW : Turmoil, panic and accusation filled the air
as the Soviet legislature mﬂ for the first
last mk*n fajled coup, acce President :ﬁﬂl 5
Gorbachev's bitier reproach, and even more abuse on
itsell, reports AP.

Most members of the Supreme Soviclt appcar to have
commitied only a sin of omission during the coup, leading
members of the 542-member body to suffer from a gutlty
conscience.

"When the president: was in caplivity and city streets be-
came tank grounds, we waitgd for commands,” Laptev said.

Before the scssion began, Anatoly Lukyanov resigned as
the ture's chairman because ol accusdtions by Russian
Pres { Boris Yeltsin and others that he was behind the

junta.

. "Lukyanov was the pricst and the Supreme Soviet was the

parish,” said Askar Akayev, president of Kirghizia and a
lawmaker.

Lukyanov told reporters that the coup leaders tried to
mn.ktlt look like was with them when he really wasn't.

But Gorbachev's old law school classmale was unable to
explain why, il he opposed the coup, he didn't convene the
legislature Lo do something about it.

Lawmakers checred a proposal ¢ sirip Lukyanov of his
parliamentary immunily so he could be prosecuted. There.
were also calls from the floor for the legislature to dissolve
itself, juggle its stall, create an investigatory commission and
turn over all coup-related prosecutions to Yeltsin's Russian
government.

[ ] .
More Americans
tponing marriages
WASHINGTON : The popularity of marriage in the United
States fell in the late 1980s to the lowest level in two

decades, the national Centre for Health Statistics said in a
report released on Monday, reperts Reuter.

More Americans are postponing marriage — preferring to

. printing plants and

disclosure that the Soviet coup
Llou:rl scized the codes for

pursue carcers and [urther education — and Lhe divoreed and
widowed are wailing longer to re-marry, said Centre
demographer Barbara Foley Wilson.

Figurcs show 2,395,926 couples married in 1988, the
latest year for which dala were available, down 0.3 per cent
from 1987. It marked the fourth consecultive year in which
the rate declined in the United States.

Between 1940 and 1988 the number of marriages rose in
31 of the 48 years and it has never before dropped for more
than three years in a row,

"Marriage as an institution isn't fallering, but adjusting
with some difficulties to changing times,” Wilson said.

' "It's possible thal everybody will marry: Currently they are
taking their time aboul i, she added. She said marriage ratcs

were highest for men and women in their 20s, dropping
away alter the age ol 30.

Women executives need 450 yrs
to reach equality with men

WASHINGTON : Fewer than three per cent of fortune 500
companies in the United States have female senfor ex-
ecutives, according to a study by the Feminist Majoritly
Foundation (FMF), reports AFP.

The feminist organisation said in a report relcased Monday
that only 175, or 2.6 per cent, of the 6,502 positions of Vice
President or higher in fortune 500 companies were held by
women last year.

“At the current rate of increase in cxecutive women, it will
take until the year 2466 — or over 450 years — to reach
equality with executive men,” said Eleanor Smeal, a former
President of the National Organisation for Women (NOW) and
the current head of the FMF.

The report added that women are similarly underpre-
sented on the Boards of Directors of fortune 500 companics
in the United States. It said that only 254 (4.5 per cent] of
the 5,384 such posts were held by women in 1990,

Women held 40 per cent of ma ment posis ol lcsser
importance in fortune 500 firms, up from 24 per cent in
1976, the report said.

Soviet CP worth $2.4b

MOSCOW : The takeover of Soviet Communist Parly prop-
erty will bring in around four billion roubles (2.4 billion dol-
lars) to the state coflfers, according to Arkady Volsky, a
member of President Mikhail Gorbachev's new economics
team, reports AFP.

However he also warned Monday that eliminating party
cells from the workplace will make around 150,000 peoplc
jobless.

On Saturday, Gorbachev ordered local elected assemblics
to take all Communist Party property under their protection
until an inquiry into the failed coup was

The party's main wealth came from hruﬂding:l as wcll as
publishing houses, said Volsky. In certain
republics, especially in central Asia, it's going to be very diffi-
cult to take them over, he said.

Volsky is head of the scientific and industrial union, an
organisation dedicated to the question ol privatising Soviet

property.

due turmeoil

The said he believed the Soviet

MOSCOW, Aug 27 :
system for deploying the

unching the country's nu-

?
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clear weapons is raising ques-
tions about the security of the

vast arsenal in times of tur

moil, reports AP. points of the triad,” Woll satd
One major point of concern  of those whe held the codes.
emerging from the bungled “And | dont think he'd have
takcover thlthrnlblnpﬁj been able to do this.
Mikhail Gorbachev is the “There would have been
of tactical nuclear weapons somcone on (he General Stall
in the Soviet re- who would have sensed the
publics now striving for inde- madness of this and would
pendence, have pulled the plug.”
A Gorbachev aide, Anatoly The new Sovict defense
Chernayev, said Sunday that minister Yevgeny

plotiers who approached

Gorbachev al his Crimean the coup plolters — some of
dacha scized a bricfcase con- whom may still be at large —
taining the launch codes, bul  ever had Lhe ability to launch a
mﬂmh-wnd nuclear strike.

t the Soviet presi- But Well, in an interview,
m&m said the seizure of the codes

Woll, editor of the constituled a serious breach of

“Janc's Soviet H security nonctheless.

Cumul‘. published by Mm-zm

SRETa oo
lyst Jane's Publishing Co Lid, inte the wrong hands,” he



