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Implement these Measures
with Care

A set ol punitive measures have been
announced by the Council of Ministers to curb
corruption in our examination system—ranging
from one of imprisonment for creating dis-
turbance In the vicinity of where examinations
are being held to 10 years for such offenses as
lea outl questions, false certificates or
marksheets and tampering with the answer
scripts of the students. As punishment the jail
terms are severe. But given the widespread
nature of offences and the regularity with which
they occur, a strong argument can be made for
the t of action that government has actu-

ed.
anllnwtgtcr. with the increase in the severity of
punishment, the burden of administering it in a
just and fair manner also increases. The need to
uard against abuse of such measures also rises.

t is our government cqulgped to ‘handle these
measures in such a manner ? Formulating
enacting punitive measures is quite different
from actlually implementing them. Laws, not so
severe, bul deterring enough, were already in
place. How ellectively were they implemented?
How many corrupt students, dishonest teachers
or
punished under the existing laws?

Punishing those who abuse and corrupt our ed-
ucation system is definilely one way ol handling
the issue. But the major flaw with this strategy is
that it does not deal with the problem itself, only
deters — that also for a time — its occurrence.
Before we send hundreds — and they may well be
thousands — (o jail we must delve into the
question as (o why our students adopt unfair
means in the first place. Without any attempt to
condone their action nothing could be further
from our intention — we must face the fact that
there is a total lack ol motivation among our
students to pursue their studies. Linked with it is
the fact that our teachers have no motivation
either to impart proper education to the
students. In [act the possibility is perhaps not too
far fetched that a certain section of teachers may
themselves be beneficiaries of the system that we
are now lrying (o eradicate. How often do we see
teachers themselves goading students into
private tuition to make a little money on the side.
The permeation ol coaching classes, tulorials and
the like do not speak of a highly ethical
communily of teachers in our country.

There {s then the question of the type of edu-
cation that is being imparted. The issue of its
relevance and appropriateness has been raised
over and over again. The text books that are pre-
scribed for our students are often of such r
quality — containing mistakes ra from facts
lo grammar, spelling etc. — that what is gained
through them can hardly be called a proper edu-
cation. It is a student community—prepared by
teachers who are not motivated, with the help of
books and materials that are of questionable qual-
ity. studying in schools which are ofien so only in
‘name, eompleting a curricula be little rele-
vance (o the needs of our society—who are now

being asked to maintain the sanctily of our exam-
ination system under the threat ol being sent to
jail for one to several years.

The problem, we ‘would like to point out, is far
from being that simple. We support the move onl
as a first step. A step which should be immedi-
atlely [ollowed by a serious examination of the
malaise that afflicts the system and which in its
turn will be followed reforms that will obviate
the need for the type of measures just adopted.

Sporting Fireworks

The sporting world is on fire. Cuba started it
all. The smarting Americans had some consola-
lion in springing soccer surprises — proving a
regular match to world leaders in this newly im-
ported game. Then in Tokyo the Americans
whizzed past the Havapa- bitter memory with
their trio of Lewis, Burrell and Mitchell running
the race of the century. With the l'uurlh-runnlnﬁ
Linford Christie of Britain — all six on the trac
did the 100 metres in well under 10 seconds.
And the first two broke the world record. Lewis

ossibly has something more to show, 1?_)u::l%(tng
rom the fact that he was last to leave the block in
this dream race.

In far-off Brussels, the double capital of
Belgium and Europe, Viswanathan Anand gave the
lcgcndarr Ka nightmares for days on end and
firmly planted the map of this subcontinent on
the world map of chess. Anand is at present one
of the eight leading chess players of the world —
and he narrowly missed shov out and
ump into the hallowed foursome, all at the very

st game. The two fought ofl evenly till the sev-
enth game — with one win each and five draws.
There was a fair chance for Anand to at least draw
in the eighth, from the go of the lprevinus games
— in which case they would be locked in a tie-
breaker which Anand, as a faster player, ibly
one of the f[astest in the world, could well have
won. Bul experience paid and Karpov carried the
eighth game and transported himself to the

_ With a lot of fireworks in the Tokyo tracks and
flelds, pools in Athens were writing their place
into hlstuz, Hungary made a world shaking
splash there at the European swimming champi-
onships. Imagine 17-year-old Egerszegi creating
two world records in four days shaving off hefty
flakes from the old ones. The backstroke queen’s
compatriot and the better known Norbert Rozsa
set up the third world record by slicing 0.16 sec-
-onds off the world mark for 100 metres in
breaststroke. These helped Hungary to follow
closely the united Germans for a second place in
the tally of golds — both way behind the Soviets.

It was almost a photo-linish in Tokyo when
Nurutdinova of Soviet Union beat the fancied Ana
Quirot of Cuba by a hair-breadth 0.05 seconds to
the tape in the 800 metres. Here was also a field
of four bursting on the tape almost simultane-

#Km are warming and elevating news — all
from abroad. Bangladesh hasn't so far even a
dream of some day being on the world class in
athletics and swimming. Our only world class
player Niaz Morshed has, for very complicated

reasons it seems, fallen miles behind
Viswanathan Anand who came to the grandmas-

laws or.

unscrupulous government officials had been

y |

ter scene much later. No lights appear at the end

of our long dark tunnel.

ALAYSIA'S revised

economic  blueprint,

the New Development
Policy (NDP), which replaces
the controversial 20-year
(1970-90) New Economic
Policy (NEP), contain no major
surprise, and has been
generally well-recetved.

through the 177-
pl;lm-\l. it's casy 10 see
why investors and business-
men are as bullish as the lone
of the document is. The
administration of Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad,
reclected for another five-year
term last October, has set
ambitious goals in its fast-track
appreach to make the

transition to a fully developed
cconomy by the year 2020.

Given sia’'s diverse
economic, ecultural, and
political milieu, plann for
the NDP itselfl hasn't
casy or without con ;

Politics and business have
long been defined on racial
grounds, and the NEP only
exacerbate this division
thro its affirmative bias in
favour of the Bumiputras in
almost every aspect of dafly
life.

For 20 ycars, the NEP used
a wall of quotas, tarifls, subsi-
dies, and government patron-
age o reslructure the eco-
nomic and social fabric. The
end-objective was to transfer
at least 30% of the corporate
cake to the Bumiputras, who
arc the Malays and other

indigenous groups in the coun-
try. Recently, mpi;n the Malays

land has laken a gamble
on its political luture by hitting
its middle class supporters
with drastic c to the
traditional cradle-to-grave
wellare system.

Finance Minister Ruth
Richardson, in her first bud-
get, has unweiled a programme
which introduces charges for
beds in state-run hospitals, a
three-ye¢ar [reeze on national
supcrannuation along with a
tough means test for pension-
ers, and an identily card for
the 300,000 beneficiaries and
low income earners.

The government finance
team, dubbed "the razor gang”,
slashed NZ $600 million ofl
state spending and introduced
NEW USEr-pays revenue sources
to produce an estimated
deficit of more than $1.7
billion — a figure below
financial market expectations.

Tough though the budget
was, it was less harsh than had
been expected from "Ruthless
Ruth” Richardson, who is a
leading figure of the New Right
faction in government and is
the politician currently rated
the most unpopular in New
Zealand.

Her budget was drafted
after the biggest slump for
more than a decade in the real

JAaverage income of each New

Zealander. Alarm has been
growing over the extent of the
national debt, which has now
reached $44 billion after 18
years of over-spend

Alter being clecled late last
year the Government took fts
first slep towards balancing
the books by slashing the in-
comes of welfare beneficiaries
by an average of 10 per cent.
Earlier this year it introduced
new industrial legislation
which drastically curtailed the
role of labour unfons.

The government faced bit-
ter demonstrations over the
Employment Contracts Act and
the country has been hit by

high unemployment, poverty

and crime rates. Unemploy-
menl is expected to rise lo

‘Whither solution’
Sir, Would you kindly allow
me to add my voice to the an-
guish of Mrs Munira Khan ex-
pressed in your letler column,
July 20.

The wrongdoers are not
confined to mobs on the
streets, law enforcing agencies
or the erring magistrates. They
are also scen in many govt,
semi-govt departments, corpo-
rations or institutions wher-
ever there are lies and
the general people are dented
alternatives. And the
g0 beyond breaking and bum-

ing of vehicles or wrong judg-
ments — inlo the loss of right,

not to be disturbed or botlh-

are no honest officers or
workers or you cannol protest
in the street. But what [ am

sthreaten a campaign of civil

~ students at tertiary institutions

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and qll are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real
| address

MALAYSIA

A Liberal Blueprint

having deemed
achieved subsiantial progress,
some of the meore radical

lo | have

of the NEP to
have been dropped, even
though. according to the gov-

ernment's own ligures, the
Malay share of the corporate
cake at end- 1990 was only
20.3%, well below the 30%
w. This comprises 14%

by Bumiputra individuals
and enterprises, and 6.3%
held by trust agencies. The

calculations of ownership were
based on the par value of all

companiecs

limited which

£

f the Rich Dismant

meant that other holdings
(such as properties and
unlisted companiecs) weren't
included. A further 8.4% is
held by nominee companics,
which do not classify holdings
by race.

No wonder, there s much
dispute as to the aclual share
of &nﬂpulm wealth. Unul a
betier or even fairer formula is
devised, it will be practically
impossible (o separale the
grain from the husk.

Despite this hoopla, what s
apparent is that there is now a
more liberal regime that wants
to promole private seclor
investment less of race
— which fell off -h-rpz in the
carly to mid-cighties a
rapid recovery subsequently —
as the enginc of development
and restructuring of the ccon-

omy.
Typically, while the NDP
continues to maintain the basic

sysiem of controls, quotas, and
licences, the distribution of
the largesse 1o Bumiputras will
be much more restricted in
order to check some of the
abuses that were a nt in
the NEP. A large chunk of the

group of Malays, a distinttion
that is not missed in the NDP.

But, thal is not 1o say that
the mollycoddling will stop,

for the NDP clearly specifics
that the end-result should go

beyond the acquisition of
wealth, that is, to manage and
control business :
Significantly,
original 30% target
equity hasn’'t been dropped
for oo obvious reasons), it's

Ownership of Share Capital (at par value)
of Limited Companies, 1990

(M$million)

- ===

Bumiputra individuals 15,322.0 14.0
and en

Trust agencics 6,976.5 / 6.3
Chincse 49,296.5 44.9
indians 1,068.0 1.0
Others 389.5 03
Foreigners 27.,525.5 26. 1
Nominee companies 09,2204 8.4
Total = 109,798.4 100.0
Sources : Registrar of Companies (ROC), Central

Information Collection Unit (CICU), PNB and
Economic Planning Unit (EPU) cstimates.

Once regarded as a model for the world, the New Zea
fallen victim to heavy debt and deteriorating terms
poverty, social problems and crime. Many

describe as their "slide to Third World

Thatcherism, has slashed government spe
casualties, and formally divided its people

ncarly 13 per cent. Currently,
250,000 pcople are out of
work. ’
Economists are divided
over whether the budget could
reslore prosperity, and a num-
ber of political commentators
regard the future of the
unpopular government as seri-
ously al risk. Some predict the
recession will worsen.
Opposition Labour Party
leader Mike Moore — whose
parly also flollowed Thatcher-
like monetarist solutions when
in power — has accused Lhe
government of betraying every
promise o the eountry and of
commitling an "act of treason”
against elderly New
Zealanders. Militant pensioner
lcaders have condemned the
budget as diabolical and

disobedience to
changes 1o pensions.
New Labour leader Jim
Anderton said : "It is a long,
sad suicide nole.” Created in
the 1930s, New Zealand's non-
conlributory welfare state was
the [irst such system in the
world and [or years was uscd
as a model for other countries.
Three ol the Government's
backbench MPs have threat-
encd to opposc the superannu-
auton changes. Another critic,
former prime minister Sir
Robert Muldoon, said the bud-
gel was nol as bad as expected,
but he warned Richardson ol
scrious problems next year,
Maori leaders said their
people faced "gloom and
despair” and they would be
denied health care and educa-
tion. More than half of Maor

protcst

are maturce students who will

now have 1o pay hefty charges.

Barely a weck before the
budget, Deputy Opposition
Leader llelen Clark embar-
rassed Lhe government by
claiming in Parlament that 12

of the 20 cabinetl ministers (n
the Bolger cabinet were mil-

land system of social welfare has
of trade. The country is beset by

New Zealanders are worried by what they

lHonaires. She said the cabinet
was by [ar the wealthicst ever
in New Zealand.

Top of the rich
Commerce Minister

list is
Phillip

Burdon who is said o have
asscis tolalling $40 million.
Sccond-ranked is

IPolice

Where the money goes

status”. The government, in the spirit of
nding, with health and welfare being the main
into groups of haves and have-nots.

Minister John Banks with 83.5
million. Prime Minister
just nudges in with $1 million.
Possibly the most contre-
versial scction of the budget
concerned ¢ s to health,
which have nonetheless won
support from many doctors.
Area health boards have
been replaced by commission-
ers and a new structure of four
regions will be set up to con-
trol public health. However the
biggest change is that if people
are classified as middle or
high-income earners on a
ticred scale, they will now
have to contribute to the costs
of hospital treatment, which
has traditionally been free.

Low income earners will
have lo carry a "Kiwi card" as
prool of their income status in
order to qualify for assistance
with health costs.

This scheme has brought
criticism from Wilson,
chairman of the Council for
Civil Liberties : "It is a snoop-
ing system that Hitler and
Stalin would have been proud
of. Kiwi card is like pinning a
star on their foreheads and
calling them the deserving
poor.” . .

Richardson denies that the
card will effectively be an iden-
tity card. An estimated 53 per
cent of New Zealand's 3.4 mil-
lion population will be able to
use it

Middle income earners will
have to pay charges for hospi-
tal care according to a tiered
scale. 850 a night for a hospital
bed will be a typical charge.
llardest hit are those desig-
nated as high income earners
— single adults carning fhore

name, signature and

also saying is thatl the govern-
ment has a duly to take action
against non-performing offi-
cers or workers, or people
taking oul a protest march
without ermission and
breaking glass, or policeman
who waits to be told to go after
the law breaker every time.

Have you noticed what hap-

....Civil servants/employees
who routinely do not carry out
their duties, and the person
who is supposed Lo supervise
those people, routinely gets
paid without supervising
them?

...The Ministers who preach
and caution officials of sterner
action, cannol provide the
support needed (o take action
against wilflul negligence to

_carry out an order given legally
- for administration to be run

impartially and with discipline
curbed because trade unions

have become more powerful
than that be? :

...When elecctricity and for
that maller water sewecrage
bills are paid by the con-
sumers Lo Lhe branch of the
bank nominated by the con-
cerned authorities but the

poslings arc not madce in the
ledger by the stall, and the
consumers arc held responsi-

ble? ...When gas authorities do

-not bill regularly according to

th:‘_lr installed household me-
ters and dirccl thal consumers
pay monthly fixed charges un-

til they send the bill as per -

meter reading; when monthly
fixed gas charges arc assum-
ably greater than the supposed
gas bills as per meter? We
know what happens if the
monthly f[ixed charges are
lower,

I am sorry 1o say that in all
these cases almost nothing
happens o these who do not
perform their duty except that
the consumers are treated by
them less fairly than the court
would treat criminals. The
criminals are assumed lo be
innocent and have to be
proved guilly. But in our (poor)
case — we arc guilty first and
we have lo prove to the people
who are guilty themselves for
not doing their jobs, that we
are inneccnl.

There i1s a call to increase
collection of bills of electricity,
gas, waler etc. but also an in-
ability or unwillingnéss to as-
sist administration to get
the bill clerks to make regular
bills and ?M: support to man-
agement for taking prescribed
actions for [ailure.

The hon'ble finance minis-
L& wanls Lo raise extra tax but
cannot ensure that the lax

'rs are assessed ecach year,
alone bring into the net the
people who evade payments.

The examples of damages,
harassments cte. show thal the
people — the volers, the tax-
paycrs, who supposedly are
suprcme and have the r—
do not realise that they have
lost ‘the power’ to the organ-
ised force (bureauc nol ex-
cluded) and there does not
scem Lo be anyone — even the
process of appeal does not
work — in our nm:ietLlu pro-

tect the interests of silent

majority.

D M A Islam

Paribagh, Dhaka
Trial-and-error

Sir, Bangladesh has been
congratulated by foreign gov-
ernments on her decision to
follow parliamentary system
once again, which was tried
during 1973-1974 before con-
stituting one-party national
government.

In an LDC like Bangladesh
with three-fourth population
functionally illiterate, how
fruitful this system will be is
subject to a test of time.
Pragmatically, the progress of
a natfon is vested mostly in the
productive resources — visual-
ization to materialization — not
merely in the form of ™m-
ment. Many Third World states
have made remarkable
progress with different sys-
tems of governance — imperial
or presidential or parliamen-

tary or collective or plural or
dictatorial or else — as did the

developed countries.
On such an occaston, how-
ever, a proposition of switch-

ing back to monarchy was also
expected, since getting the
right thing at any time could
be better-late-than-never. At
least a number of states in
similar condition, if not worse,
have learnt to live happily with
royal administration.

In any case, in keeping u
with the current global I.’t.‘ru:nﬁ
of democratising state affairs
as a recognition to tHe human
rights, re-enacting parltameén-
tary rule will rejuvenate voters’
hopes for a better life in a
greater magnitude than the
estimated socio-economic out-
puts. Besides, from the stand-
point of national wt-i-'ll}bemﬁ
noth is wrong with trying
mmehtl‘-n‘ﬂ anew; hopefully, the
right way will lead to the
'golden fleece’ so . Until

n, "What's ne
M. Rahman |
Mymensingh 2200

NGOs

Sir, Your editorial (Aug 17)
on the state of the NGOs s
timely. The number of such
agencies, both local and for-
eign, have mushroomed during
the last four years. The country
appears to have become a

happy hurﬂlr‘hﬂwnd for the

activities of suc gup-.
Perhaps it be in pub-

lic interest to release a white

Fﬁl‘ on the NGOs, to elicit
public opinion, before the is-
sue (s debated In

the

Parllament.
The high salaries of the lo-
cal recruiled executives

upset the market, and

- mean a d
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Asian Pinance, Hong Kong.

post-war

work
p of the
continuing high number of

structurally unemployed.

The combined figure could
ratio as
high as 45 per cent. New
Zealanders realise that the
state can no longer support
growing dependency and

systems as well as free
health services.

A mood of public cynicism
and desperation is growing
throughout the once-prosper-
ous and peaceful South Pacific
state, and few seem to
care il Ruth Richardson man-
ages to balance the financial
books by 1993 as promised.
The point to the social cost.

— GEMINI NEWS.

DAVID ROBIE has been
editor or held senior editorial
positions on Aewspapers in
Australia, Africa and France,
and is a former editor of
Insight magazine in New
Zealand.
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cause heart burning in other
services. | know of at least two
cases in which the m}lt
young executives, with ly
five years' of total service ex-
eign NGOs, were drawi

salaries around Taka 20,

_per month,

There are also other na-
tional and international impli-
cations which have to be care-
fully examined for long-time
impact. Also we should neot
carry Lthe undesirable legacies
of the former autocratic
regime.

The forcign NGOs are wel-
come, but that should not pre-
vent us from undertaking eval-
uation exercises at
intervals, especially with the
change of the government.

In my residen area,
there is an NGO office almost
every 50 metres, within a ra-
dius of 500 metres. It means
that these bodics are surviving
on good otherwise

with almost five billion dollars
of foreign assistance in the
pipeline. It would be a miracle
if our humble national infras-
tructure can absorb. such huge
input within the st pe-
riod. It needs a lot of time and
energy to finalize the details of
the hundreds of projects
coming up, and |
and complete the same within
the target dates.

The sense of

Mumum.

A Mawaz , Dhalea



