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Chhatra Union
“members observe
~ hunger strike

25: The members of
Chhatra Union unit ob-
t hours Loken
here Saturday as
part of u:nt.r-l programme in
support of their demand to re-
open all closed educational
institutions, UNBL.
Aler the sirike a rally was
held in which stulicnt leaders
alleged that the armed rror-
under the patronage ol po-
partics have been vitiat-
the academic almosphere
I w time leading lo clo-
educational insli-
uding Dhaka and
Unmm.
Extending their support
Advocate Mir Igbal llossian,
Chairman district unit of

rved

it

EE

ﬂ‘E

Udichi, Central Vice-Chairman

of Chhatra Leaguec Jahangir

Alam and others spoke on the

occasion. They demanded im-
mediale reopening of Lhe
closed ipstitutions and restore
normalcy in the campuses.

KISHOREGANJ
Accommodation
shortage in
me

Aug 25: Acule s
accommodatlion and paucity ul'

in the district jail here
for a lime causing great
inconveniences 16 the prison-
ers. |

According to the jail author-
ities, al present there are B78

rs in the jail though it

the capacity Lo accommo-

date only 201 prisoners. Of

them 700 are under lrial pris-
oners.

The prisoners have de-
manded ol the authoritics to
take nccoessary sieps to solve
the accommodation and
drtnlti waler problems with-

:jxrdelq

KHAGBACHHARI

227 tribal

refugees back
home

Aug 25: More than 227
\ tribal refugees returned home
J'fom Tripura state of India be-
. theenr August 1 and 15, offictal
sources said here today, re-
ports UND.
According to the chairman
of Khagrachhari Hill District
Local Government Council
Samiran Dewan, the tribals
were forced to leave the coun-
try by the outlawed
Shantibahini insurgents and
took shclier in the camps at
Karbuk, Shilachart,
Thakumbari and Lebachari of
slalce.
returnees are the in~

habitants of Panchari,

and Matiranga upazilas

district.
Starvation death and attack

Ay i

, malaria and
arc the common
fealures in India camps,
Samiran lold gquoting the re-
turnces.
Thousands of tribal rcfugecs
have been passing thetr days in
cxireme for want ol

minimum basic amenities of
life in the Indian camps, he

Et

“Shantibahini frees
2 abducted
villagers

Aug 25: The tribal insur-

relcased two outl of seven

people, officials
said here today, re-

In another ineident on
m the tribal insurgents
one: Natlun Chakma
with another tribal member
Jiptall in Sadar upazila of
district for refusing to pay

to them
Collertion of wlls from the

mwhhnpnﬁ:dl!w
Iill Tracts

entl

- (39), Muhammad

Ix? identificd as Akhtar
Hossain (10), of Gopinathpur

in Kasba upazila was

lo death by a speeding
truck (No Noakhali Taa-1439)
while crossing the road near
Ujanishar bridge on Comilla-
Sylhet highway.

In another incident, the old
man named Sudhansu
Chakraborty (60), was knocked
down by a bus (No Comilla Baa-
5378) while he was crossing
the road near Bhudhanti on
Brahmandria-Comilla highway.
Later he was rushed lo Sadar

Hospital.
‘[ﬂm scparale cascs werc

lodged with Brahmanbaria po-
lice in this connection.

KISHOREGANJ
208 nabbed
during
Operation Durbar

From Our Correspondent
Aug 25: A lotlal of 208 pcr-
sons were nabbed by Lhe police
on various charges from differ-
parts of the district during
the first weck of the anti—

criminal drive slyled as

Operation Durbar. Police also
recovered cight pipe-guns, 18
rounds of ammunition, coma
nine kirsch one dagger and
onc Chinese axe during the

period.
JAMALPUR

330 held during

operation Durbar

Aug 24 : The rail police ar-
rested 300 criminals and re-
covered a huge quantity of
stolen goods during special
drive of Operation Durbar
atross Lhe district in the last
six days, reports UNB.

The crackdown started on
Augusl 18 in a bid to ensure
peace and sccurity of the rail-

way passcngers, the sources
said

The siolen goods were re-
covered from Tarakandi near
Jamuna Fanilizer Factory.

The arresied include fugi-
tives, maslans, drug addicts,
pickpockets, hijackers and
passcngers without ticket.

BRAHMANBARIA

Kidnapped girl
rescued

Aug 25: Police rescued a
leenage girl Thursday after 48
hours of kidnapping and ar-
resicd two people in this con-
nection from Mirpur village of
Bahubal upazila of the district,
reports UNB.

Jesmin Ambia, student of
class seven of Model Gov-
ernment Girls Hi School,
was kidnapped w returning
home from her private tutor's
house on August 20.

The arresied Saimul Islam
and Rashed driver were sent
1o jadl hajat.

A case was lodged with the
police.

SIRAJDIKHAN .
Dacoity bid
foiled
From Our Correspondent

Aug 25: A dacoity bid in the
villa Baroipara under

. khan upazila was fofled

Police reccntly.

Acting on a scerel inferma-
Uon the Police rushed to the
spot and caught five dacoits
red-handed whilc they were
being reeded 10 commil a da-
coity. Police recovered one
Cut-Rifle, one Chincse Axe,
two Ram daos, two Knives and
three handbombs fron the da-
colls.

The arresied dacoils are |.
Aziz (25). Mantik (27), Awlad
Hossain
Imilﬂ (32) and Abdus Salam

Two saparatc cases have
been filed against them with
the Sirajdikhan P.S.

PABNA
'Kalajar' claims
seven lives

Aug 25: Kalajar, a deadly
discasc has claimed seven lves

‘and attacked over 100 others

in three villages of Faridpur
uparila during the last weck,

othcrs were attacked by the
discase in the arca. The al-

RANGPUR Wlth the ndvancement of science utensils, made of dlﬁ'erent meta]s have been develuped As these lterns re '
durable, demand for earthenwares has fallen mnlderably and the age-old pottzry facing extinction. Photo shows potters
' with their produce waiting for customers at local Lalbagh Hat.

CIIAPAINAWABGANJ, Aug
25: Smuggling has been con-
tinuing unabaled along the
border arcas of the district.

The contraband ilems in-
cluding sugar, salt, sarees, lun-
gies, cosmelics, blades, salctly
maltches, bicycle, imitation or-
namcnis ete which are smug-
gled into our country have
paralysed the local small in-
dustrics and [actorics.

On the other hand the con-
traband spices — cloves, cin-
namon, polyester cloth and
yarn, VCP, VCR, brass, topper,
clectronic goods, gold, palm
oil, soybean eil which are im-
ported through forcign cur-
rency arc smuggled out of our

country. .

A group of organised and
influential smugglers with the
co-opcralion of law enlorcing
agencies has been out
the heinous business and a
large number of people inclhud-
ing females and children is
working over day and night as
their agents.

The women arc engaged in
ferrying the contraband goods
from door to door. Local elite
opined that il the smuggling
continues unabaled the coun-
try's economy will be shattered
in near f[uture.

Bangladesh Riflles of 31
Batlalion sefzed smuggled
goods worth Taka 4.50 crore

'Vested quarters |

trying to destroy
Govt-Opposition
understandmg

SIRAJGANJ, Aug
Opposition Chicf Whlp
Mohammad Nasim ycsicrday
urged people o give verdict in
Scptember 15 rcferendum for
parliamentary system as wcll
as raise their voice for repeal-
ing the Indemnity Ordinance
to ensure d and rule
of law, rcports UNDB.

le was speaking as chicl
gucsi at the inslallation ccre-
mony of the students union of
Kazipur Mansur Ali govern-
ment college.

Nasim, also Publicity
Secrctary of Awami League,
appealed 1o all , Includ-
e e eyt S

ity inance
Bill in to end poli-
tics of killing and coup once
for all.

He said an atmosphere of
understanding and cooperation
between the government and
the opposition has becn cre-
ated through the passage of
the 12th Constitution
Amendment [3ill.

Vested quarters are con-
spiring to the under-
standing for [oiling cstablish-
ment of democracy and rule of
law, the Awami League leadcr
sald.

“All of us must remain alert
against the cvil design,” he
said and warned that any rift
in the understanding will spcll
disasier for the ruling party.

Nasim who visited some
flood aflfceted arcas in Kazipur
upazila demanded of the gov-
ernment lo immediately repair
the embankments in Kazipur
and Sadar upuih to
proteet and property form
crosion of the river Jamuna.

Presided over by Acting
Principal of the Collcge
Shamsul Haq, the function was

-ddrtued ln':.ngﬂ‘then by

Ilﬂu-ln Talukder, Hassan Alf,
Mustafizur Rahman.

— Star photo

From Our Correspondent

in last seven months through
diffcrent points of border ar-
eas.

It may be mentioned that
anti-smuggling committee is
trying to check the smuggling
bul lack of co-ordination with
their component parties is
hindering the process.

The BDR personnel of 31
Battalion and the patrol party
of Task Force arrcsted eight
persons and scized a huge
quanlity ol contraband goods
worth Taka 31,98616 in July
this ycar from dilferent places
of the district.

The contraband included
cattle, buflalocs, sugar, salt,
long cloth, yarn, blade, cattle:

hcad, polyester cloth, bicycle
sparc parts, cosmetics, cloves,
cinnamon, bhangri, postodana

ete,
Rajshahi

Bangladesh Rifles personncl
scized smuggled goods worth
over Taka 92 crore f{rom
Rajshahi sector areas during
the last six years, Col M M
Jahangir, Sector Commander,
Rajshahi, told BSS Saturday.

Smuggled goods worth over
Taka 40.60 crore were seized
during the last threc years and
9.982 cascs were [iled with
police.

2,260 alleged smugglers
were arrested during the pe-
riod. The smuggled goods in-

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Aug
25 : The onion cullivation in
four districts of Rajshahi zone
is facing a sciback due to
shortage of nceessary inputs,
reporis UND.

According o informed
sources, growcers in Nalore,
Naogaon, Rajshahi and
Chapainawabganj arc [acing
acule problems due to short-
age of sceds, high prices of
fertilizers and pesticides and
lack of trrigational lacilitics.

According to growers,
onion sced production involves
a difficull process and it can be
damaged even in inclement
weather. As such onfon sceds
arc damaged almosl every ycar
due o drought and haitlstorm.

The quality onion is pro
duced wice a year, the irri
gated varietly in the summer
and Laila varicty in the winter,
The summer onton is pro
duced from original sced while
the small onlon is usced as sced
and rcproduced as Latla varicty
in the winler scason,

A kilogram ol original sced

Onion farming facessetb
in Rajshahi zone

sclls between Tk 1,500 and
1,600 per maund while the
Laila sced is now being sold
between Tk 800 and 900 por
maund in diflflecrent markets ol
these districts. Now-a-days
onion sceds also come from
India. Smuggled Indian sceds
produce low qualily onion, it is
lcarnt from the farmers.

Due to widescale damage to
onion seeds in Lthe last season,
the farmers of these districts
fearcd about a potential
scarcity ol sceds in the coming
SCASON.

The farmwers hit by recur-
ring crop [ailure, cannot aflford
to buy required fertilizers, pes-
ticides and pumps lo irrigate
their fields.

On the other hand, duc w
lack of markceting mechanism
and prescrvalion [acilities the
onfon growcers are deprived of
fair prices of their produce

The onton growers have
urged Lhe authorities 0 look
into their problems and take
immediate steps in this re
sprel on priorily basis.

The landless and urnem-
ployed people are on gradual
increasc in all the five upazilas
ol the district.

The upazilas are
Nawabaganj Sadar, Shibganj,
Gomostapur, Nachol and
Bholahat.

The total population of the
district is over seven lakh. Of
them, 60 pcr cent depend on
agriculture, 20 per cent on
different occupations and 20
per cent are unemployed, ac-
cording to a survey conducted
by local elite.

Of the total agriculturists,
40 per cenl arc landless, 40
per cent are in possession of a
few acres ol land and Lhe rest
20 per cenl can be classified
as land owners. Sinee the cul-
tivable land in proportion is
mUCagre.

Besides, hundreds of acres
of cultivable land arc being
croded by rivers Mohananda,
Pagla, Padma and Punarbhaba
in Sadar, Shibganj, I3holahat,
Gomostapur and Nachol upazi-
las cvery year.

BM‘IHANBAB!A A procession parading the town streets in observance of World
Population Dny rmntly

BAU will plant

10000trees

AGRI-VARSITY -
mensingh), Aug 25:; The BAU
Tree Plantation Pro-gramme
Implementation Com-mittee
has undertaken a month-long
massive programme for
plantation of 10 thousand
saplings of timber and fruit
trees on both sides of various
roads and other vacant places

of BAU campus, says a BAU

press release. The programme
was formally inaugurated by
Profl M r Rahman, Viee-
Chancellor of BAU, in =
colourful function held
recently.

In his ral speech, the

Vice-Chancellor laid

cmphasis on community af-
forestation programme at na-
tional level in order te main-
lain ecolo balance and o
ensure pollution-free environ-
ment in our country. Turning
tlo the benefits thait might be
derived from the present ap-
proach, Prof Rahman further
stated that this programme
would play a significant role in
improving the campus envi-
ronment on the onc hand, and
would pave the way to maxi-
mum return for the University
in future with minimal invest-
mcnt of capital and labour on

I the other.

Smugglers active along border areas

cluded gold, heroin, VCP, VCR,
sugar, callle, cloth and clec-
tronic ilems. The seized ftems
were dcposited with con-
cerned  authority

Besides, concerned au-
thorities held motivational
meelings in border areas to
help check smuggling lor
grealer national interest.

BDR personnel Saturday
rescucd 62 persons including
15 women and 30 children
while they were led to border
arcas by traffickers to smugglc
them out to India.

They seized 151 cattle and
B0 pieces of Indian sarces on
the day. None was, however,
arrested in this connection.

ack | 31 grams ganja
recovered: 3
arrested

FARIDPUR, Aug 25: The
Narcolics Department recov-
ered 31 grams of ganja and ar-
rested three persons in three
separate raids recently in

Faridpur sub-region.

According to official
sources, the ganja was recov-
ered [rom the shops of Kumar
Goswami of Golchamat under
Faridpur Sadar updzila, Abdul
Gazi Howladar of village Kosha
under Bhanga upazila and
Dhirendra Nath of Boalmari
Bazar undcr Boalmari upazila.

Three scparale cases were
instituled wilh the respcclive
police stations.

The 16th dcath anniversary
of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was obscrved
in a befitting manner in the
district.

Construction of
Biman's Khulna

office in progress

KIIULNA, Aug 25: Work is
in full swing on the construc-
tion of the regional oflice
building of the national air
line, the Bangladesh Biman,
reporis UND.

The construction work
taken up alL a cost of Taka 2
crorc 57 lakh and 68 thousand
is expected Lo be completed
soon. Eighty-five per cent of
the work has been completed
and the building located in
front of the new markel s
likcly o be inaugurated nexl

January, a Biman source said |

here.

Local keaders and elfic have
welcomed Lhe construction of
the office building but they cx-
pressed strong reseniment at
the indiffercnce of the au-
thorities o Lthe demand for an

« Star photo | airport in Khuina.

Civic amenities absent atSirajganj town

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 25 .
Sirajganj lown dwellers have
been facing a lot of problems
duec 0 lack of civic amenitics.

in absence of proper
drainage sysiem rain water
remains s on Lhe roads
and > walk through knee-
decp water. The condition of
Borogela-Colleclorale road is,

very deplorable.

The ghat sltation Is
shified very oficn duc o devas-
tating crosion of Jamuna. The
E-ﬂlrrllhv-y:-tﬂjnﬁilfullnf

floating people and
I.I'-:olhﬂhln'!mlrud

ers hnt occupied vast arca of
the Dazar raflway station

resulting in trallic jams

regulagly. Trucks, rickshaws
and merchandise ood
includ barrcls of discl are

r open space in front
of the station office.

The only Shidhu Park of the
town fails lo eniertain the
children duce 10 environmental
causcs. Welding shops beside
roads posc threal to the town
dwellers.

Even aller ur(rndln‘ o A
class municipalily the town
lacks In various amenilics
which cause untold sufferings

to the people.

Met offices need

modern
Six offlices of the Met-

From Our Correspondent

corological Department in the
northern part ol the country
arc facing shoriage of im-
proved technological instru-
menits. It is kearnt that six ol-
fices of Meteorological Dep-
artment have been set up one
ceach at Rajshahi, BDogra,
iIshwaurdi, Rangpur. Saidpur
and Dinajpur. The (eleprinters,
radio scis and wircless scls
used in these offices are out-
dated and fail o meet the
needs of Ume, Besides, every
ofMiee faces acute shortage of
stafll. About 25 o 20 posis of
officers and employces are

ing vacani for a long time.

authorities eoncerned have
been urged o provide these

ycars.

offices with modern
equipment and [l up the
vacan! posis inunedialcly.

Electrification
scheme

Construction works under
18 town clectrification scheme
have becen sus afller
completion of per cenl of
the work.

It is kearnt thal H“M
Power Development
(PD) took up a -thcm in
1983 1o extend power supply
network and It was supposed
to be completed within three
The project included
installation ol 1400 transform-

ers, 6000 poles, and 6,000
metres. The depariment sup-
E,Ilul wire, poles and (rans-

rmcrs. Durln” Fﬂud uf
two years only

supplied and 25 per uﬂl ul'
wiring work nln: ed.
The contractors work
due to non-supply of materials

by PDIL
Mcanwhile, the poles and
alumintum wires of Lthe com-

m of the scheme are

and stolen by
the miscreants. When con-
tacied, the local office of the
BPDB told this nt
that work will be resumed on
availability of materials from

the authorities concerned.

The Fim:—{:hnacﬂlw urp:l
upon all concerned to exiecnd
their all-out tions for
maintenance and care of :l*
planted saplings.
mﬂr;-l:u;uml thcu._'

among o
Prol M Arshad Ali, dnlrmb:f
Programme Implementation
Commitiee, Profl A F M
Sharfuddin Azad, member-sec-
retary of the said committee,
Profl M Azizul | , President
of BAU Teachers' Cnuncll and
Mr A K M Abdur Rallq, vice-

pn:lidml oI'HAUC!U
hng de-

[Bwictcnll nﬁlo

the vice-chancellor

clarvd Lthe programme ina
ratcd and it was ptrticip:gd
by the office-bearers of BAU
Teachers’ Council, Officers’
Associalion, BAUEBU. nine
Hall Students’ Unions,
Employecs’ Associalion,
Employecs’ Council, Ladies’
Club and University Club and
Deans of all faculties, Provosts
of all halls and heads of all de-
pariments and sections.

Notes from

Nandail
From Our Correspondent

NANDAIL, Aug 25 : Some
influcntial circles are allegedly
mhap ling the proper-
e Pfoprh “I z pe

Thl. sourccs ln‘h:l
Jame Mosque under Ehilw
union of the upazila was estab-
lished in the British period.

IL is lcarnt that land adja-
cenl to the mosque was the
property ol the mosque and
crops produced in this land
was said Lo be handed over o
the Masjid Committee.

But recently one Abdur
Rahman raised his claim of
ownership of the land and
chepped down valuable trees
from the plots of the mosque.
Later he scnt to the court. The
court afler exan the evi-
dences passed the order in
favour of the . Yet the
infllucntial person is allegedly
cutlling the rcmaining trees
forcibly depriving the mosque
of its valid right.

Jute growers of Nandail,
Kendua, Ish ., Gourtpur
and Tarail upazilas are facing
Hrlnulﬁ‘pmhkm because of

in jule price which s
heh- the production eost’ '«

It is reported Lthat in various
markets of the upazilas jute is
sclling between Taka 185 and
225 a maund. A group eof moti-
vated middlc-men is allegedly
learnl to be active in depriving
the growers of [air price as the
role of BJC and BJMC is not
reasonable in Lhe aforesaid ar-
eas,

3 dacoits held

Three absconding dacoits
were arrcsied al Nandail re-
cently. Shahabuddin Bhuiyan,’
Chairman of Chondi Pasha'
Union under Nandail upazila
blocked the dacoits at Bashati
Bazar with the co-opcration of
the adjacent villagers. Nandail
police arresied Shamsul Hag,
Shunu, Tahcruddin, who had
been absconding for a long
lime from the spol.

Barisal Hospital
beset with
problems

BARISAL, Aug 25 : The 100~
bed Barisal General Hospital is
beset with mantiold problems,
paticnts and hospital sources
said, reports UND,

Only four mcdical officers,
onc resident medical oflicer
and threc consullants on
medicine, surgery, and E & T
arc at present working in the
hospital. 4

The condition af the old
hospital buildings s nnt ot all
favourable for normal netion-
ing ol the medical mstitution.

The building in which Lhe
outdoor palicnis department is
located h inadi con-
dition. lts rool lcaks in alter
repair work done Lhree
months back al a cost of Th 3
lakh.

It was also alleged that out-
dated X-ray films are used in
the hospital making it difficult
for proper diagnosis of the
discasc.

Mcanwhile, work is yel o
start on Lhe construction of a
20-bed diarrhoca ward in the

. A source said

jonal fund for the projoet

has not yel been approved by
the health dircctoraie.

Call to make
referendum
a success

BAGERHAT, Aug 28

Forcign Minister A“
umuLu

Rahman omn Th-



