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MOSCOW, Aug 25 : Boris

< elisin announced on Saturday

that his Russian republic was

taking over all government

communications, traditionally

controlled by the Kremlin, re-
ports Reuter.

In the most dramatic of a
series of decrees undercutting
the authority of President
Mikhail Gorbachev, Yeltsin said
he was recurrence of last
week's coup bid.

The decree, published by
Tass news agency, said the
Russian federation's KGB secu-
rity service would assume re-
sponsibility for all government
communications in the repub-
lic, including telephones and
"coded information.”

The Russian Ministry for
Communications, Information
Technology and Space, would
take over all communications
enterprises in Russia now an-
swering to the central gov-
ernment.

International

T'm recurrence of last week's coup bid’

The decree, (I imple-
mented, would involved a vast
encroachment on the authority

of central ernment three
days after collapse of the
coup.

As an example of the vital
importance of communica-
tions, Gorbachev said he [irst
knew the coup was underway
whr:n he found his special

rno nes had been cut off at

'1'114: und:rminin of central
authority has ancclcralrd the
process of disintegration

within the country's ublic's.
Latvia and Eslonia have de-

clared full indcpendence, as
has the Ukraine, subject o a
referendum later in the year.
In decrees issued earlier in
the week Yeltsin suspended
publication of several newspa-
pers deemed to have sup-
ported the coup, including the
Communist Party daily Pravda,
suspended the Russian

Communist Party, dismissed
the head of Soviet television
and sacked a number of local
officials.

He has also demanded sub-
stantial changes to the union
treaty which was to have re-
drawn lines of jurisdiction
between central authority and
the republics.

The 'I.rca.l:y was to have been
II m:d Yeltsin and two

ers on Tuesday, the
da}r aﬂrr the coup began.

Russian f[ederation Prime .

Minister Ivan Silayev pressed
home his republic's bid to ex-
tend its jurisdiction, eflectively
making several federal min-
istrics on Russian territory
subservient to his government.

Onc of a series of ministe-
rial orders explicitly barred
the Sovict economics ministry
from operating on Russian ter-
ritory and ordered it to trans-
fer ils assets to its Russian re-
publican counterpart.
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Yeltsin : On the move
The orders appeared

to
have” been issued before
Gorbachev appointed Silayev to
head an interim government to

crediled for [ailing to con-
demn the coup.

Another report adds :
Muscovites hailed  President
Mikhail Gorbachev's decision
to resign as Communist Party
hcad and destroy it as a politi-
cal force, but many warned
against driving the once domi-
nant organisation under-
ground.

Gorbachev, coming to terms
with the party's complicity in
last week's [ailed coup, quit on

- Saturday as party boss, ordered

the seizure by the state of its
property, banned it from all
state organisalions and sug-
gested it dissolve tself,

Many in the Soviet capital,
centre of world communism
for 70 years, were dcelighted.

“I'm very happy. The party
has kept us slaves for far too
long," said young factory
worker Sasha Dinovich, out for
a midnighl: stroll through red

Majority of emergency body didn't
know what was going on: Pavlov

+  MOSCOW, Aug 25: Former
Prime Minister Valentin Paviov
has joined the roll-call of
misunderstood Soviet con-
spirators, declaring as he was
being arrested that most of the
unsuccessiul plotiers did not
know what was happening,
reports Reuler.

He also presented a comic
and incoherenl picture ol an
intrigue that was in disarray
from its inception.

Five days ago, troops were
on the silreelts to suppori a
hardline coup. On Saturday
night, Russian television ncws
showed a video of a prosecu-
tor arresting Paviov, one of the
main conspirators, in his of-
fice.

Belore Paviov was led away,
an interviewer asked him to
:tplain why the :ig,hl man

committee he
failed to topple
Pruidmt Mikhail Gorbachev.

*"The majority of the emer-
gency committee didn't know
what was going on,” Pavlov
replied. "Many people were
..ﬂl:lnkln; about something
*‘completely different but be-
came {involved in a game they
weren't aware of.”

The cameras also showed
the arrest of Paviov's [ellow

commiltee member, peasants
union chief Vasily
Starodubysecv. He said he did
not rcalisc he was taking part
in a L

e heavy-jowled Pavlov,
normally ebullient and verbose,
looked dispirited and listless
and had trouble finding words.

At times he was comical in
his portrayal of the emergency
committee's actions wunder
then Vice-President Gennady
Yanayev, who was acling head
of stalc during the "abortive
CoOup.

Gorbachev, said by Yanaycev
to be sick, was Lrapped in his
Crimean villa for three days.

"When there was talk that
the President was ill, and no
oné¢ <¢ould explain properly
what was wrong with him... ev-
eryone starled wondering
whether we should go to the
supreme Soviet (parliament),”
Paviov said.

But he said parliamentary
Speaker Anatoly Lukyanov had
told the commitlee the carli-
est he could convene a session
was August 26, one week later.

Paviov said the commitlee
has started (o disinlegrale
right then over whether o

Impol: an emergency rcgard-
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Fkun leaves for Mon
President Shangkun leaves Betjing Monday

golla.

the frst

visit in 3] years by a Chinese leader to Mongolia, carrying

with him key economic assistance for the northern

neighbour, reports AFP.
Yang was to sign scveral economic cooperation agreements
during the four-day official visit, including a commercial loan

mhh:lpudtﬂonph-mr-mmmmu,
said

“The trip is a mileslone in bilateral relations,” a Chinese
official in the Mongolian capital Ulan Bator said. Relations
were normalized in 1989 after a Lthree-decade ideological rift
that mirrored the Sino-Sovietl split.

holds elections in October:

Turkey will hold carly general clections in October which
political analysts said were likely lo produce a coalition
reports Reuler from Istanbul
State-run (elevision said rilament on Salurday nighit
passed a bill setiing voting day on Octlober 20 — one year
ahead of schedule. .
"The government chose Lo go Lo early polls because it
wanis o renew confidence and because it Lrusts itscll. Now
the ballot is in front of the nation,” Prime Minister Mesul

Yimaz said in a stalement. —~
in Kuwait:

Ifaqi apons exploded
al a military base Saturday, causing traflic jams as
residents fled in panic, a Kuwaitl offictal and witnesses

said, reporis AFP.

"Four or five trucks filled with Iragl weapons found in the
desert exploded accidentally” at the Kuwaiti military academy
located west of here, a Ministry of Inierior spokesman said.

They were among a convoy of 21 trucks containing aban-
doned Iragl weapons, the official said, adding there would be
into the cause of the accident.
sct ofl a series of blasts that lasted 20 min-

A.n

Thonnnds flee western Sahara:

Thousands of men, women and children have been fleeing
hﬁ:mmmmmmmm for
the past two days., the Polisario front said here Saturday,
reports AFP.

Meoroccan forces were advancing inside Polisario-held
terrilory in the western Sahara and driving thousands of civil-
jans before them into arcas where there was no water and

gunners Saturday sent at least 10 rockets crash-

ing vicinity of the Kabul airport, but a government
#ﬂmﬂuﬁmm“wm.m
from Kabul “

"For a long time Yanayev
didn't want to sign anything as
he didn't know whether to say
[(Gorbachev]) was ill or not.”

Pavlov implied he had
somchow not been an aclive
participant, though his name
appeared on the emergency
decrecs.

"The composition of the
commitiece was nol discussed
in principle,” he said.

"The situation looked
strange,” he went on. "That's
why il turned out that (Foreign
Minister Alexander)
Bessmertnykh was immedi-
alely taken {ll and | was car-
ried out of there”.

Gorbachev's to}
military aide

commits suicide

MOSCOW, Aug 25 : The top
military adviser to Mikhail S
Gorbachev has committed sui-
cide in the wake of a failed
hard-line Communist coup
against the Sovict president, a
spokesman for Gorbachev said
Sunday, reports AP.

Spokcsman Karen
Karagezian said Marshal Sergei
Akhromeyev killed himself
Saturday night, but gave no de-
talls. He was 68,

A spokesman for Russian
Federation President Boris N
Yeitsin said he knew of no evi-
dence linking Akhromeyev to
the coup plot.

“He was not a politician. |le
was a military person. May be
he was just tired of life.” said

the spokesman, Valentin
Sergeycv.
Marshal Dmitri Yazov,

Sovicl defense minister at the
time of the coup, has been ar-
resled and fired, and his
deputy, Chiel of Stall Mikhail
Moiscyev, has been fired.

replace the team largely dis-

Two flogged
publicly 1n
Hyderabad

ISLAMABAD, Aug 25: Two
men have been flogged publicly
in the southern Pakistani city
of Hyderabad for raping a six-
ycar-old girl, the official APP
news agency said today, re-
ports Reuter.

Both men, found guilty by
an Islamic court, were lashed
30 umes on Saturday in fant of
hundreds of onlookers, it said.
They have been sentenced to
25 years in prison.

The flogging was the first
carried out in public since the
death of military ruler General
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq in
1988.

Zia introduced harsh
Islamic punishments such as
flogging and stoning to death
for rape and adultery, and

chopping off of hands for theft
in the early years of his 11-
year military rule. These re-
main on the statute book.

Yeltsin takes over all government
communications in Soviet Union

"Fantastic things will be
much better now,” said mining
engineer Vladimir Yarimov,
46, standing beside the Red
Amrble Mausoleum Housing
the body of state founder
Viadimir Lenin.

"This party has spilled too
much blood. No party in the
world has annthilated so many
people as the Soviet
Communist Party,” he said.

However, there were no
joyous celebrations, no crowds
in the streets cheering or
drinking champagne.

"This is just the start. Our
rebirth will take a long time.
The party heads in the regions
are firmly entrenched and will

put a brake on reforms for
Ey years to come,” Yarimov

"Gorbachev resigning ? No,
no, you've been misled, you've
got that totally wrong,”
Vladislav Livinets, 28, said.

Gorbachev counting
on US support

MOSCOW, Aug 25
President Mikhail Gorbachev
faced with collapsing power
structures and a disintegrating
economy, has told new US
Ambassador Robert Strause he
is counting on American sup-
port for accelerated reforms,
reports Reuler.

Strause presented his cre-
dentials in the Kremlin on
Saturday after the most dra-
matic week in Soviet politics
since the 1917 Bolshevik revo-
lution.

The President [(Gorbachev)
said the grim experience
should become a good lesson
for us, Tass news agency re-
porled.

The weck started with a
coup by hardline communists
which ran into pppular resis-
tance and [ailed three days
later. It ended with
Gorbachev s resignation as
Communist Party leader.

Now we are especially
counting on the understanding
and practical support of the

MOSCOW: Soviet President Gorbachev shakes hands with
new US Ambassador Robert Strause in the Kremhin

— AFP/UNB photo

telling

Unifed States and other coun-
tries. Gorbachev was quoted as
Strause.

We shall move qul::k:r to a
new economy, a new federa-
tion and a new political system
he said adding foreign help
could made the transition
easier and quicker.

Strause said he wanted to
continue working with the
Soviet leadership to create a
new world order to replace
decades of cold war hostility
and a costly arms race.

HHe wants to help both the
(Soviet Union) and the US
continue the process of mov-
ing towards a new world, Tass
said,

Gorbachev, who has dis-
banned his government and
put radical reformers in
charge ol the economy, wel-
comed the statement by the
new US envoy.

Strause a skillful negotiator
and confidant of President
George Bush said he hoped to
confer regularly with the
Soviet leader who outlined ar-
eas where suppofrt was most
needed.

These included improving
supplies of food and consumer
goods to avoid inflation as
price controls are lifted.

Gorbachev also called for
help in making the rouble con-
vertible
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lImqi

who wanted
Kuwait’

BAGHDAD: Hnlmqldlrtclm is about to begin a film cele-

brating the reign of an Iraqi King in the Thirties who sought
the annexation of Kuwait, reports AFP.

The film, depicting the rule of King Ghazi Eaty (1933-

1939), would be the [irst devoted to an |

ragl monarch since

the rehabilitation of the former royal family Just after the

Iran-lraq
King Ghazi, besides coveri

war, which ended in 1988.
ng Kuwait, was likewise fiercely

anti-British, and it is this characteristic that appealed to the
director, Mohammad Shoukri Jamil.

In his final years, King G'nazi had guaranteed British inter-
ests in Iraq and established an alliance between the two

countries.

Mr Jamil also said his /ilm would

depict first officers, who

had several terms as Prime Minister and who wanted to keep
Iraq under the control of {he English.

Tannecl Di tantalises

LONDON: Colour pictures of Princes
Diana in a bikini on an Italian beach,
pushed the Beirut
drama’ ofl tlie front
Britain's tabloid ne:wspapers, reports

rubbing
hostage

in suntan oil

Reuter.

"Rub-a-dub-DM1,” said a headline in the
Daily Star over a lorg-lens photo of tall,

slim Diana.

“Tan-talising,” said the biggest- ul]ing
“Just tan-tastic,”

daily Sun newspaper.
punned another. tabloid.
The cruise is seen

adjusting her bikini top.

by royal watchers as a bid to

pages of* "'

sh ru-
mours that their fairy-tale marriage could be on the rocks and
the tabloids are calling it a second honeymoon,

Pictures mostly focused on Diana walking, swimming and

(Other showed her with Prince

Charles, their friend Lord Hornne_',* and a police bodyguard she

has nicknamed "smudger.”

A rinyg? of crisis

RIO DE JANEIRO: For j

lovers and President watch-

ers, the news hit like a bombshell: the wedding ring was gone
from the hand of Preside:nt Fernando Collor de Mello. The
missing ring immediately became the subject of speculation
in major newspapers that Mr Collor's seven-year marriage to
Rosecane Malta was on the rocks. "The vanished ring is the

symptom of a grave conjugal crisis,’

the conservative O Globo

of Rio said in a headline: in its Sunday edition, reports AP.

Raisa not feeling well

MOSCOW: President Mikhail S Gorbachev's wile,

Raisa, has

fallen ill since the altempt to oust her husband from power,
presidential spokesmen sald Sunday, reporis AP

Mrs Gorbachev, 59, "is sick and is al home.’

said [gor

Malashenko of Gorbachev's press office. The Gorbachevs were
staying in their country home northwest of the city
Gorbachev's chiel spokesman, Vitaly Ignatenko, said the

first lady

*is sick. But | cannot say il is serfous.”

Neither Ignatenko nor Malashenke would specify her ail-

ment.

“She hasn't been feeling well since being in Lthe Crimea,”

Ignatenko said.

Asked whether she was receiving medical care, Ignatenko
said: “Of course there is a doctor there, bul one cannot speak

about treatment.”

he declined (o elaborate.

ABC also quoted Russian Prime Minister Ivan Silayev as

telling it

“"that when he saw Mrs Gorbachev — this

Wik U st

after the coup failed — she was sullcring [rom partial paralysis

and from slurred speec

h: in his mind.

Alter the coup collapsed, they flew back 10 Moscow. land-

ing early Thursday moming.

At a news conflerence later Thursday, Gorbachev said that

house arrest had been t

rying on his wife.

"Raisa Maximovna and my daughter took it very hard

Yesterday, Raisa Maximovna was not well.”

rate.

He did not elabo

Malaysia's ruling party
defeated in by-elections

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 25 :
Malaysia's ruling National Front
was defeated in two bye-clec-
tions in Kelantan state by an
alliance of Muslim moderates
and fundamentalists, the

UN team talks .ways to monitor Cambodian peace

BANGKOK, Aug 25
Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Secn arrived here loday
(Sunday] on board a special
flight from Phnom Penh to
attend peace talks aimed at re-
solving the [2-year-old ctvil
war in his country, Thai offi
clals said, reporis AFP.

Hun Sen and his delegation
were immediately whisked
away in a motorcade by a Thai
security unity.

Diplomats said the Phnom
Penh leader was 1o have a
meeting later today with
Prince Nordom Sthanouk, the
Head of Cambodia's Supreme
National Council (SNC), ahead

NEW DELHI, Aug 25 : A Delhi
court teday ordered that
Ameena Begum, the child
bride who was rescued from
the clutches of a 65-year-
old Saudi Arabian Sheikh,
be kept at Nari Niketan.

A dazed Ameena Begum, 11,
who hails from Hyderabad,
was produced in Lhe court
of the additional chief
melropolitan magisirate,
Mr K C Lohia, reports PTL

Curious onlookers, including
Mtigants, lawyers, newsmen
and photographers,
thronged the court room at
Patiala House for a glimpse
of the child bride, while
armed policemen threw a
cordon outside the court

Efforts to elicit a response
from her to queries proved
futtle, as Ameena clutched
her Zari bordered dupatia
in her little hands, still
fresh with henna, a cruel
reminder ol the marriage
her parents slapped on her

of SNC meelings tomorrow
through Wednesday at the That
beach resort of Pallaya

The SNC groups represen
tatives of Cambodia's warring
factions, Phnom Penh's
Vietnam-installed government
and a gucrilla coalition domt
nated by the Chinese backed
Khmer Rouge.

The inter-Cambodian talks
are Lo be followed, also iIn
Pattaya, by meelings on
Cambodia of the five perma-
nent members of the United
Nations Security Council— the
Uniled States, China, the
Soviet Union, France and
Britain

Al adds A UN Ilcam In
Cambodia on Saturday dis-
cussed ways ol monitoring a
ceasc [ir¢e as warring (actions
prepared to sit down al the
negoliating Lable next weck.

The Phnom Penh news
agency SPK said the 12 mem-
ber team, led by Maj. Gen.
Timothy Dibuama of Ghana,
talked with deftnse ministry
official Saturday aboul its mis-
sion in Cambodia. The tecam
arrived in Phnom Penh Friday.

The tcam was dispaiched by
UN Secrelary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar to see how
the Uniled Nations should
monitor a June 24 agreement

among Lthe Cambodians for a
truce and a halt to recetving
arms supplies from foreign
countries.

The world body's role in the
peace process is expected to
figure in talks scheduled to
begin Monday at Lhe Thai sea-
side resort of Patlaya.

The Hanoi-backed Phnom
Penh government is secking to
minimize UN involvement.

Sithanouk arrived in
Thailand last week. Cambodian
Premier Hun Sen was sched-
uled to fly into Bangkok on
Sunday.

Independent Elections Co-
mmission said today, rcports
AFP.

The Naltional Front's defeat
in Salurday's polls confirmed
former Trade Minister Tengku
Razaleigh llamzah's political
stronghold in his poor north-
ern state where Primc
Minister Mahathir Mohamad's
coalition failed to win a single
scatl in polls to the local
assembly and federal parlia-
ment 10 months ago.

Candidates [rom Razaleigh's
Semangat ‘46 (spirit of '46)
won by reduced but still hand-
some margins in the Sungal
Pinang and Limbongan con
stituencies aller their prede-
cessors joined Mahthir's
United Malays National
Organisation (UMNO).

The by-eleclions were
called under a law barring the
state legislature’'s 39 members
from switching partics
although the High Court last
week ruled that both fermer

asscmblymen were acver le-
gally Semangil 46 mcmbers

Lawycrs said the High Court
ruling would not overturn the
statc assembly's carlier dis
qualification ol the two assem
blymen, Wan Mohd Najib Wan
Mohamad and Nordin Salich,
who were ficlded by UMNO in
Saturday's contest.

The Election Commission
said that Scmangat 46 candi-
date Samal Mamal polled
5.808 voles Lo beat Wan Mohd
Najib in Limbongan by a | ,560-
vote majority while his col
league Mahmud Yaakub won
the Sungai Pinang scal by
polling 6,351 wvolces Jor a
1.994 -vole majority Oiver
Norduan.

Analysts said thessubstantial
viclory margins werce surpris
ing even though UMNO ofli-
cials had acknowledged that
the fight was an uphill battle
for them because of Razaleigh s
pcrsonal popularity and the
strength of his  ally.,

with the Saudi Shetkh at
Hyderabad.

The magisirate also adjourned,
the hearing of arguments
by aclivists of Janwadi
Mahila Samiti, who wanited
a volunteer to be sent o
Nari Niketan along with
Ameena.

The Saudi Sheikh, Yahya Al H
Mohammad Sagish, met the
young girl at llyderabad on
August 7 and married her
the next day. Preliminary
queries revealed thal he
had paid more than Rs 2
lakh to the bride's [amily for
the marriage. He has been
charged with wrongful con-
finement and alleged sexual
harassment. His passport
has been impounded and he
has been remanded to po-
lice custody. He was appre-
hended soon after he ar-

rived at Delhi l!rro
following complaints (rom
passcngers and crew

members Lhat Ameena was

crying in the aircraflt and

was married against her
wishes. The accused was
carrying Itwo marriage
certificates when he was
arrested.

The air hostess who had
helped Amecna aboard the
flight was also present in
the court. Tight police cor-
don around her seemed (o
have instilled a sense of lear
for the unknown in the lit-
tie girl

Wearing the same light blue
salwar sull since Saturday
with rullled, ungroomed
hair, Ameena was made o
sit on a chair In the packed
courl room where she
stayed hardly for 15 min-
utes. She could only whis-
per that she went o a
school in Hyderabad before

into silcnoe agatn,
ene. oblivious of what
the fulure held in store for
her. She led out of the room
and promptly packed into a

g

jail van and sent to Nari
Niketan.

She had already been taken to
Safdar Jung lospital for a
medical examination. The
police are still awaiting her
bone tlest report to deter-
mine her correct age.

The magistrate has turned
down the request of Ms
Vrinda Karat of the Janwadi
Mahila Samiti and Ms Kirti
Singh, the Samity's counsel,
to grant access by their vol-
untieers to Ameena at Nari
Niketan. Outside the court
room, Ms Karat expressed
shock over the MEII
Pradesh government's -

ure to react lo this episode.

concern about
Ameena. The Issue was
raised during zero hour by
Mr Madan Lal Khurana
(BUP), who said these kind
of "child marriages” was go-
ing on for a long time and

Saudi Sheikh paid Rs 2 lakh to chzld bride's family

allcged thal Lhere was a
large scale rackel as part ol
which young girls from
India were scnt abroad,
mainly to West Asia, for
immoral purposcs
He demanded a statement
from the home ministry and
called for immediate steps
to end such traflicking He
said a high powered probe
should be ordered into this
and other similar cases.
This demand was supported
by other members.
He said the girl was brought te
lhi to seewre a forged
for her, which
indicated that the Arab had
well-established conlacts
in the capital. He also
out that airport of
jals had told the police
that the Arab was a familiar
{ace.

Mrs Malini Bhatlacharya [CPI-
M) described the incident
as "horrifying”

i



