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Mission to India

Over the coming months and years, exchanges
of visits between foreign ministers of India and
esh should become very much routine

mat useful diplomatic exercises but not nec-
essarily concerned with pressing prob-
lems. In this the four day visit to India o

Foreign Minister A S M Mustallzur Rahman who
aves lor New Delhi today should make a good
start.
As the visit provides the [irst political level
contact between the two newly-elected govern-
ments in Dhaka and Delhi, the of the
Mustafllz Mission Elﬂ?ﬁl II:E nver-thhHM$
Here is an unity lor Mr Rahman to
to his mmoppon Mnﬁhw Solanki nﬂh in-
deed, (0 the Indian Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao the basic ﬂarmch of the government of
Begum Khaleda to the country's foreign rela-
tions, especially where they concern our imme-
diate neighbour, India. The due emphasis on the
continuity of the foreign po of Bangladesh will
be there. However, instead ol appearing to be a
prisoner of the past, the approach of the new
administration should be viewed as one reflecting
a new thrust, a new mism and a new style.
Indeed, wherever possible, there should be
changes in substance in some carelully identified
arcas ol the country’s foreign policy, not exclud-
u%:'t‘\c Indo-Bangladesh relations.
n al its present evolving stage, the new ap-
proach will be put to some kind of a test when
the two sides take up a number of outstanding is-
sues which call [or urgent solutions. One such is-
sue whose [inal resolution has been delayed too
longhls the handing over ol the Tin Bigha Corridor
by the Indian authorities to Bangladesh. Since, it
is said, thal New Delhi has set in motion the (or-
malities for payment of compensation to Indians
who own land in the aflected area, there are no
obstacles hindering almest an immediate trans-
fer. The lorthcoming ministerial meeting in New
Delhi should, therelore, be able to set the date
and work oul the modalities [or the change-over.

In terms of importance, the discussion on the
sharing of the water through the Farakka would
be of immediate concern to Bangladesh, in view
of the approach of the dry season. On this issue
which had been virtually pushed under the car-
pet, through sheer and probably deliberate inac-
tion by the Ershad regime, Bangladesh should
now seeck Lhe revival ol the 1977 Agreement that
Prwldcs for a guaranteed minimum share of wa-
er to this country, during the dry season. Other
items on the agenda pose no challenges, but they
call for patient discussions at the oflicial level. For
one thing, now that Chakmas in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts have joined the mainstream politics by
electing three members — incidentally all from
Awami League — to the parliament, efforts should
be stepped up for the retum of Chakma refugees
from the Indian sanctuaries. It is high time we
closed this unpleasant chapter in the Delhi-Dhaka
bilateral relations.

On all this issues. the Bangladesh delegation
should return to Dhaka with a measure of success.
However, for the Mustaliz Mission, what may be
more important is to help in creating a new cli-

le in Indo-Bangladesh relations, a climate in

hich openness and candour provide the basis
for our [uture bilateral and even regional rela-
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tions. Secrecy and diplomacy are not necessarily
synonymous and. in bilateral relalions, neither
side should take the other for granted. However,

in our view, eflorts to create a new healthy mood
in our relations should involve a cross-section ol
opinion-makers in the two countries—politicians
ol all ranks, parliamentarians. academicians.
opinion lobbies. the business community and.
most certainly, the media. It is hoped that
Foreign Minister Rahman., an alfable open-
minded politician, will discuss with his Indian
counterpart how the two governments can help
in creating this new climate. He can thus turn a
trip to New Delhi into a mission to India.

Strong Case for Rural
Telephones

It is not surpris that per person usage of
telephone in Bangladesh is among the lowest in
the world. What, however, is surprising that we
still have not been able (o grasp the critical im-
portance of this modern day invention in the
economic growth of a developing country like
ours. Accord to an official of the Telephone
Shilpa Sangstha (TSS), country-wide only 1.3
ﬁrmns per thousand have access to lelep{une.

e figure changes to 1 person per 3.300 for
some remote areas. Days
telephone might have been considered a luxury
or of special use for only the rich and the
powerful. Today it is an indispensable tool for
trade and commerce and is a basic necessily for
almost every aspect of our social life. Starting
from administrative needs (o that of maintaining
law and order and exlending to the need for
ﬁguhung supply and demand, the telephone |s

utmost importance.

The advantage of a country like Bangladesh is
that area-wise it is relatively small and the terrain
is, for the most part, flat rendering it Lo easily in-
stallable telecommunication sysiem. Given the
further fact that our road and railway communi-
cation is [ar from having reached every nook and
corner of the country, a reliable telecommunica-
Uon sysiem, therefore, may be the most cost el-
fective way of keeping the linkage among all parts
of the country all the year munc%

The crucial question that remains is how lo
fund such a massive expansion of telecommunica-
tion in the rural areas. As statistics have shown
again and again that return per unit — in eco-
nomic terms — of investment for telephones in
the rural areas have been found to be far more
than for a similar investment in the urban areas.
According to the same TSS oflicial, impact of in-
vestment in telecommunication in the low in-
1!:t:»1.'ne:"ﬂ_r*;mb‘:;,a‘rll areas ;I;ve been found to be far
grea previou uui:ﬁaoacd. '

These and similar other (indings make a strong
case for a new look into the possibilily of further
expansion of the telecommunication system in
the rural areas. It is quitle possible the positive
impact on the trade and commerce in the oully-
mnmu and the consequent unﬁrnv:d linkages

the commercial centres of the country will
sulliciently rove the rural economy for our vil-

E :r?ll ena :lt ttl;lfrll: to pay {ur glc services

no dou ave a prolound impact on

The fact p :

is strong and clear enough for our
planners to give it a serious cmlderatﬁm.

are long gone when

HERE is nothing wrong

to be complacent about

one's viclory. in
bringing down an autocrauc
regime and returning the
m their lost dignity,
and democracy but

that does not necessarily mean
that one can afford 1o remain
indifferent to and wun-
concerned about what is hap-
ng ncarer home. Burma is

ing while fighting a brute
junta called State Law and
Order Restoration Commitiee
(SLORC) for similar causecs as
ours: human dignity, freedom
and democracy instilled In
their heart of the people by
the ‘'daughter of the East’ Suu
m&uu Kyi is the only child of
the founder of the Burmcse
National Army and the hero of
the Burma's freedom struggie
Aung San, slain in 1947 at Lhe
age ol 32 when Suu Kyl was
only two ycars old. She gave
her people a ‘mantra’ ltke
Gandbhiji's ‘abhoya’ — absence
of fear from mind, in her won
way. She says, "It is not power
that corrupts, bul fear. Fear of
losing power corrupts those
who wield it; and f[ear of the
scourge ol power corrupts
thosc that are subjected to iU”
And so, "even under Lhe most
crushing state machinery
courage rises up again and
again for fear is not the natural
statc ol civilised mind.” With
such 'mantra’ she called her
people o risc up against the
junta for achieving their lost
dignily: [reedom and democ-
racy. They responded and
came out in milllons under Lthe
banner ol the National League
for Democracy (NLD) which
won B2% of the seals con-
tested in Lthe clections held in
May 27,1990. The junta did
not hand over power 1o the
elected representatives of the
Burmese people and impris-
oned Suu Kyi for a period of
three years in July 1989. What
a striking similarity with the

They Want to Kill Suu

by Ahmad Mujtahid

changing the law under which
she ;
ready served (wo years of her
3-year term in solitary con-
finement during which she
was denied any conlact with
her husband and iwo sons.
While her two sons deprived of
their mother's love, and hus-
band along with her fricnds
around the world have bcen
wailing for her release in about
a year's Ume, the brute junta
has served her with [resh
order. They did it because Lhey
were carlier unsuccessiul o
persuade Suu to buy her [ree-
dom by leaving the country and
her people. She rejected Lhe

:
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‘Sakharov' Prize for freedom of
thought for her outstanding
contributlion o the causc of
her own country and people
and for her indomitable lead-
crship in the struggle for
democracy and freedom in
Burma. In the pages of The
Daily Star' f(ricnds of Suu here
have rcad her outstanding
picce of essay "Freedom [rom
Fear” and the speech her hus-
band Dr Michael Aris dcliv-
cred on Lhe occasion of recciv-
ing the Sakharov Prize on be-
hall of Suu. In her essay Suu
wrolc, ~ Among the basic

duced power must first learn
lo liberate their own minds
from apalhy and [ear.” In Lhis
pas don'L we hear Lhe
vui-c:‘.:l' Gandhiji when she
quoles Jawaharlal Nehru
"abhaya — [eariessness, not
mercly bodily cou but ab-
sence of fear from mind.”
When Suu Kyl is languish-
ing in her solitary confinement
and when her people are con-
stantly being oppressed under
the SLORC cven when her
internment erm has been un-
law [ully

When Suu Kyi is

languishing in her solitary confinement and when her people

oppressed under the SLORC and even when her internment term has been

our leaders who led us in our struggle 1
dictatorship of Burma against her

offer and prelerred o share
sulfering of her people who
clecied her their leader in
1988. The abrupt change in
the detention law by the junia
is probably aimed at slowly
killing her in her solitary con
finement.

Only a month ago, July 10,
1981 to be precise, the
European Parliament

honoured the daughter of the
prestigious

Easl’" with the

frecdom o which men
that their Hves migh

and uncramped,

aspirc
L be full
freedom

[rom fear slands out as both a
means and an cnd. A people
who would bufld a nation in
which strong democratic insti-
tutions arc firmly established
as a guaranicce against stale in-

strugglc against the autocralic
regime, (in spite of the touch-
ing cditorial in The Daily Star
captioned — "Burma — time o
wakc up”), have unfortu

fatled IE ]cnrﬂtmn the cn:g
of the military dictatorship of
Burma against her people,
against democracy and the
human rights. One of our two
cclebrated leaders In  owur
struggle for is the
Prime Minister and the other
is the Leader of the Opposition
in the Jatiya Sangsad. Suu Ky1,
who has been dcprived of all
basic human rights and free-
dom will probably be of the
age ol our two leadcrs. It s dif-
ficult to believe thal our lead-
crs arc not awarc of what is go-
ing on in Durma. It s equally
difficult to belicve that Peace
Council of Dangladcsh and the
Afro-Asian Pcoplc's Solidarity
Organisation (AAI'SO) did net
know about the happenings in

the autocratic regime, have failed to condemn the crimes of the
against democracy and human righits.

dictatorship any-
where in the world.They
brought out processions
in the streets of Dhaka o cx-
press with the sirug-
gling peopie of Asia, Alrica and
Latin America especially,
Vietnam, Laos, Combodia,
Chile.

One has o musc
how time has c . values
have changed, attitudes have
changed. How nonchalant

Should we nol be ashamod
of our [ailure? | am not sure.

imprisoned omn March
26,1971, democratic forces
around the world raised their
voice against it and demanded
his relcase and safety.
Parfiament members, Senalors
across the globe demanded 1t
Soviet Union in the namec of
the Supreme Soviet demanded
his and asked Yahia
Khan to over power o
the clected represcntatives.
The role of the peopie of India,
their Parllament and above all
the role of their Prime '

and fedgling democracy. One

can sec Lthe reason for the si-
lence of the past autocratic

as o
k of interest’ of owur
democratic govern-

main sflent and would raise
their voices and col-

severally
kectively for the release of Suu

military d of Burma.
Aller all Third World coun-

post-eleclion scenario of L Burma. Why then none decmed During our War of tries would have to stand by
esh! i It necessary 1o cxpress sympa-  Liberation we always wanted cach other for democracy,
Recently we read  in the thy and solidarity with the support and sympalhy of peace and freedom, otherwise
pages ol our national dailies 4 NG AN [Burmesc people 7 Probably all the democratic and peace-  we shall all become victims of
that the term of Suu has been Lol they strongly believe in  loving peoples around Lhe (he so-called new political
extended to five ycars by  Aung San Suu Kyi ‘noninterference In inlgrnal al- world. And we recetved it pro-  order ‘unipolarity’.

Vietham

AIDS Spawns New Interest in Social Work

by Tony Kahane

The struggle against AIDS in Vietnam is encouraging a resurgence in social work, an

EUYEN Thi Oanh is a
69 year-old relired

social worker in lo chi
Minh City who is going back Lo
work to help Lhe Viclnamese
deal with AIDS.

Soctal work became a thing
of the past when the puritani-
cal mix ol Confucianism and
Marxism swcpt down [rom
North Vietnam Lo the south in
1975. Social problems werc
henceelorth o be solved by ex-
hortation and moralising.

Former prostitutes and
drug addicls, for instancc,
were senl o schools for reha-
bilitation and the social prob-
lems their existence might
have implicd were considered
abolished.

Oanh's social work was thus
swepl aside. Bul a few years
ago, she personally encoun-
tered two pcople with AIDS, a
discasc thal is bringing change
to Victnam. That encounter
was the rcason for her return
to social work.

Oanh has been asked to give

| classcs 1o medical stall and

prospective health counscllors.

FTER 12

exile, Prince Norod-

om Sihanouk, Camb-
odia’'s former ruler, s re-
turning home in November, an
event that analysts say could
well seal the final chapter in
the search for a peaceful set-
tlement of the Cambodian con-
flict.

The rapprochement be-
tween Sihanouk and Cam-
bodian prime minister llun
Sen has led Lo shiflts in the
Prince's negotialing strategy,
apparcntly aided and abetted
by some lacit signals [rom
China.

Alter the unpreceden(ed
breakthrough in the talks be-
tween the Phnom Penh gov-
ernmenl and the guerilla

ycars in

| coalition fightling il, diplomats

and Cambodia-walchers scc
the end of the 12-year-old civil
war in the form of an alliance
between the returning Siha-
nouk and Phnom Penh's
prescnl rulers.

"A Sthanouk-Hun Sen tan-
dem running the country with

Sihanouk as president and Hun
Sen conlinuing as prime min-
ister is a winning combina-

An appeal to the
Mayor
Sir, The city Mayor's es-

teemed position has the re-
sponsibilities ranging from en-
suring sanilation and cleanli-
ness of the cily to the highly
honourable job of presenting
the key of the city to the visit-
ing heads of Lthe stale. While
the later one is a pleasant job,
the first one is undoubtedly a
trying Lask for anyone. This is
precisely the arca where |
would like o draw his kind at-
tention.

The cleanliness aspect of
the cily has gone from bad to

actwity which had been swept aside by a reforming puritanism during the long

war.

Workers who once dealt with social problems in what used to be called Saigon, found
themselves out of place in the new Ho Chi Minh City. But some of them are now coming out

of retirement.

She believes they are currently
not cquipped to deal with the
problcms of AIDS. "Most of the
authorities have no under-
standing of human psychology.
All they can do is moralise,”
she said.

Both she and Dr Do long
Ngoc, director of one of the
city's 11 health information
and cducation centres, want to
bring in social workers from
abroad. They are looking for
people skilled in hcalth and
AIDS counsclling to train
Vietnamese for the job.

In the eily of four million
people, counsclling is done
mainly over the telephone
from: seven medical centres,
The corridor leading to Dr

Cambodia : The Prince Returns

tion,” said an Indian diplomat
who was formerly charge
d'aflaires in Phnom Penh.

"Sthanouk provides interna-
tional legitimacy, Hun Sen is
the dynamic leader of a func-
tioning administration,” the
diplomal added,.

Chea Sim, the president of
the Cambodian parliament who
ranks senfor to Hun Sen in the
Phnom Penh hierarchy, has
madc il clear both he and Hun
Sen sce a coalition with
Sihanouk as the anchor of a
political sctilement.

"We begged Prince Siha-
nouk many times to abandon
the Khmer Rouge,” Chea Sim
told II’S during a recent trip o
Paris. "We want lo make an
alliance with him.”

Sihanouk {s allicd with PPol

Pot's communist Khmer Rouge
and the non-communist

Khmer People’s National Liber-
alion Front (KPNLF) of Son
Sann in the tripartite anti-
’hnom Penh cealition.

Sihanouk chaired last

Ngoc's office reflects different
approachvs to AIDS among
authoritics and doctors jn
Victnam. On onc board their is
a display of AIDS lcaflets dis-
tributed by the llealth Edu-
cation and Information Centre.
A numbcr ol these lcallcts
are sluck togcther to spell out
the world SIDA, the Freneh
acronym for AIDS. The English
AlDS is loo awkward for moslt
Victnamese, while the Vieln-
amese acronym is too clumsy.
The Vietnamese lcaflet
talks clearly about the necd for
condoms, for necdles and sy-
ringes 1o be sterilised and for
blood uscd in transfusions to
be screened for the HIV virus,
“You can't get AIDS by shari

chopsticks™ il says.

But this open and direct at-
titude is in sharp contrasl Lo
the posters produced by cily
aulhoritdes. Once is an old-lash-
jonced ol a married cou-
ple, explaining that Adelity will
ensure Lhal one does not con-
tract the IV virus. Another,
with crude illustrations of a
drug user and a shady prosti-
tutc, states that prostitules
and drug uscrs are the source
of AIDS,

Victnam has respondcd
morc quickly to AIDS than its
neighbour Thailand, which has
considcrably grcater exposure
to the outlside world and
thercfore has a much more
evidence of the spread of [V,

Whether the Khmer Rouge likes it or not, the
next stop in Prince Norodom Sihanouk's
long and winding road to peace is Phnom
Penh. Tom Fawthrop reports from Bangkok.

week's extraordinary scssion of
the Supreme National Counectl
[SNC] — Cambodia's propose¢d
interim coalition government
— which ended with agree-
nients on a prolonged ceasc-
firc and and an arms morato-
rium.

Up till then, the two war-
ring sides had scarccly man-
aged to agree on who should
chair the mecetings, much less
the agenda.

The main point of dis-
agreemenl has been Phnom
Penh’s Insistence that a peace
plan include a guarantec aga-
inst the Khmer Rouge re-
turning to power. The Khmer
Rouge are held responsible for
the killing of about a million
Cambodians during their four-

year rule.

Suddenly, in only three days
in Lhe Thai scaside resort of
Pallaya, Sihanouk succceded in
gelling all parties in the con-
flict to sign a record number of
agreements,

Sithanouk proclaimed that
the SNC would becomec a
"super-government” to be sel
up cventually in the Cambodian
capital, Whatever Lthe face-sayv-
ing terminology, it mcans that
the non-communist factions
led by Sihanouk have effec-
tively dropped their
demand for the dismantling of
the Vietnamcse-installed Phn-
om Penh regime.

Cambodia-walchers bewil-
dered by the uncxpected wurn
of cvents were left wondering

previous -

e —

worsc. | am a resident of Mogh
Bazar, a thickly populated area
and becoming more so, on the
one hand by the number of
hl‘gh-ﬂm: buildings and on the
other, by the cver increasing
number of "Bustec” people in
the area. If you ever happen to
pass through Mogh Bazar New
Eskaton arca, you would see
what an unhygienic atmo-
sphere prevails there. Heaps of
garbagce, overflowing dustbins
on the pavements are a com-
mon sight which remain un-
cleared for days together pol-
luting the entire atmosphere
of the locality. Almost close Lo
this arc is the new road link-
ing the Dhaka-Tongi Diversion

road with llotel Sonargaon
which again presents a nause-
ating sight. "Bustecs” have
sprang up on both sides of the
road polluling the so called
lake bchind the 5-star hotel
and presenting a horrifying
picture of cily's sanilation and
city corporation’'s perfor-
mance. A little further ahead is
the newly built park and a
fountain (wesl of Sonargaon
Hotel). The water hydrants
there are used for open air
bathing, cloth washing and the
park ftscll for sundrying of
clothes. Cross "Panthapath”,
cnter Green Road and turn
left. As you proceed you will
smell the prevailing atmo-

sphere there. Can’t the city
corporation do something
about it ? If Lhis is the condi-
tion of the roads in the new
city arcas, enc can will imagine
the conditions of the old city,
Sweeping of the roads have
become a Lhing of the past.

In olden days we have seen
in Calcutla, Corporation work-
ers used Lo clean the city
streets, remove all garbages
before sun rise. | do not know
if Calcutta Corporation still
maintains that much of efli-
ciency.

"0Old habits die hard".
Therefore, nothing can be
achicved overnight we know ft.

While officially only onec
casec of lIIV has been deler-
mined in Victnam so far, leslt-
ing for the virus began some
four years ago. '

A rccent AIDS conference
in Florence, ltaly warned of a
likcly explosion of AIDS cascs
over the next decade in Asia,
the last region of the world (o
be significantly alfected.

llo Chi Minh City, in con-
trasl to its former identlily as
the racey Saigon which served
thc US army during the
Vietnam war, has becomc a
rather innocent place.

Things arce changing [ast,
howcver. As the country begins
to welcome oulside cconomie
inicrest, the city is now bal-

aboul the new forces at work
that had unlocked ther peace
proccss.

They say the Cambodian
government must be feeling

'much more confident because

of its recenlt military suc-
cesscs. In April, a Phnom Penh
counter-oflensive had routed
Pol Pol's batlalions and cap-
lurcd a vast arsenal of Chinesc
[ircpower, .

Sthanouk who only last year
was admiring thc military
prowess of the Khmer Rouge is
now more inclined to keep his
options open.

The new factor forcing the
hand of the usually recalcitrant
Khmer Rouge is almost cer-
tainly Sthanouk's determina-
lion to go back to Phnom
Penh.

China appcars to have pres-
sured the Khmer Rou
tarily the strongest of the anti-
Phnom Penh factions, to sup-
port Sthanouk rather than risk
lotal isolation in the peace
proccss.

But a start has to be made at
some point. Ward Comm-
issioners we belicve, can play a
greal part il thcy want to, in
salvaging the situation,
educaling the people in their
respeclive arcas, arranging
minimum health and sanitation
care in the locality with the
assistance of the City
Corporatlion as well as with lo-
cal help and contributions.
This is not a very gigantic task
bul what is required is the will

~ and initative to do the work.

llad they looked after there lo-
calily, organized thi and
sought the assistance of the lo-
cal people, Lthere would have
been a different story to tell.

ge, mili- -

ancced between innocenl scr-
cnily and wilder vibrancy.
Visiting busincss pcople and
an increasc in tourism over the
last lwo ycars, along with ¢n-
demic poverty, have caused an
increase in prostitution.

Victnam also has poor facili-
tes for sicrilising medical
cquipment and  screening
blood. Sprcad of the discase
among intravenous drug uscrs
sharing contaminated ncedles
is not considcered a major

roblem, dcspite a rise in
roin use.

HIV testing has been going
on since 1987 in llo Chi Minh
City. Some 30,000 high risk
peoplc have so far been tested
even Lhough the counlry can-
not afford the most medern
melhods of Lesling. If a test
provcs posilive, a sample is
then flown to France for con-
[irmation using the Western
blot Llesl. — GEMINI NEWS

TONY KAIIANE is co-edilor
of the London-based Inside

Asia magazine.

Alter the diplomatic devel-
opments in Paltaya, no onc is
quite sure in what capacity
Sihanouk will return home.
One of his most important op-
tions is lo accept Hun Sen's of-
fer of becoming head of state
afler his return.

But once the former
Cambodian king is cnsconced
again inside the royal palace,
Lthe government is well aware
Sihanouk could attract a mass
following and projcct himself
as the father of the nation.

In any event, the lemporary
cuphoria has encouraged Aus-
tralia, France and Japan to
commitl themseclves to sctting
up embassics in Phnom Penh
once the Prince has returned.

The Khmer Rouge and fts
main backer, China, have long
long feared that Sihanouk
would be templed to break
away and swilch alliance.

Now it appears Sihanouk
has some tacit support from
Beljing lo press for a peace
seltlecment. Whether the Kh-
mer Rouge like 1L or not, the
Prince’s next stop on the long
and winding road to pcace is
Phnom Penh.

The Mayor's personal periodi-
cal visits to city areas including
pulling up of the concerned of-
ficials will, | am sure, hclp im-
prove things considercably.

The conditions of city roads
and the environmental hazards
are growing due to the inac-

tion of DMC ollicials. We want
to see you actions, and are in
no mood Lo lisien to speeches
on [uture plans lnlﬂJ:ru-
grammes which finally up
in paper work.

A resident
Moghbazar, Dhaka.



