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he Bangladesh Army quartet—Anadu:zaman Md Shamiul Ialam ‘Abdus Sa]am and Md Illyas Hnsamn—nﬂnnhen the
victory sign after sitting a new 200-metre freestyle relay record on Aug'ust 22, the concl ud1 ng day of the fourteenth national
swimming championships at the Dhaka Stadium _swimming pool.

"NEW YORK, Aug
24 : The time and
circumstances, if
not the stars and

biorhythms, are

perfect for
Jenn Caprhll to make the
leap [rom teen-age curiosity to

youngest US Open champion
in hlltnry. reports AP,

At 15, Capriati comes back -

t0 the Open ' this week
faster and far more
than a year ago alter

winning two tournaments this

- summer, beating Monica Seles

twice, and knocking offl
Martina anratiluvn al
Wimbledon. .

Capriati may be only the
seventh seed, bul she's peak-
ing while virtually everyone
above her {s having problems.

No 1 Stefli Graf skipped a
tuneup lournament in
Washington because of a shoul-
der injury. Seles, No 2, has
been bothered by shin splints
and ofl-court hasslcs since she
passed up Wimbledon. No 3
Gabriela Sabatini, the defend-
ing champion, has languishid
lately, losing 1o Japan's Kimiko
Date in an early round of a re-
cent tournament.

No 4 Aranixa Sanchez
Vicario anl No 5 Mary Joe
Fernandez played well at
Washinglon but neither seem
to have Lhe combination of
speed, strenglh, stamina and
determination needed to win a
US Open on the hard courts of
the Nayonal Tennis Center.

Navratilova, No 6, ook a
physical and psychological
pounding wilh her loss (o
Capriali al Wimbledon and re-
mains an outsider o capture a
fifth Open title. Navratilova,
34, lost in the quarters her
last year and hasn't won Lhe ti-
tle since 1987.

Pam Shriver once had the
potential and the opportunity
that Capriati has ., but
couldn't quite grab it. She
came closc, bealing Navratilova
in the semifinals before losing
to Chris Evert in the final.

Shriver remembers cxactly
how old she was — " 16 years, 2
months, 7 days” — and belicves

COMMACK, N.Y.,
Aug 24: Stielan
Edberg held off
Jimmy Connors
in three sets and
ivan Lendl ralled
resc as Lhe
top Lwo sceds nced Lo the
semifinals” of the I[lamlet
Chaliecnge Cup on Friday,
reports AP.

Connors,
ranked No.
made Edberg,

now 3B and
196 in the world,
ranked No. 2,

riinal at
and Country
Club, qualificr Olivier Delaitre
of Luxembourg beat Thierry
of France, 6-4, 6-4.
Fourth-sceded
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"She has a prelly good shot,
betler than anyone for the next
four of five ycars," Shriver said
adding that Capriati could go a
step farther than she did by
winning the to titles proved it

by bealing Seles and Martina.
Bul seniis and finals back-to-
back ? It might be a ycar carly

for that, but nothing she does
at this point is too much of a
surprise.

"l would think the odds on
a 15-yea
if ever there

r-old aren’t good, but
wds one that

™

JENNIFER CAPRIATI

could win, it's Jennifer.”

Austin won the Open
in 1979 at 16 yecars, 9 months
and knows whal it takes for
young playcrs 1o make a major
jump to a championship.

"Beating Martina was a huge
breakthrough for Jennifer, and
beating Martina at Wimbledon
made L even bigger,” Auslin
said. "She's rounding out her
game, scrving belter, moving
better. She's faster now than
last year. She's adding to her
game all the time. She always
hit hard, but now her shots
have a purpose.”

Austin noted that while
Capriati has been improving,
her rivals have become com-
placent in their games.

“Somelimes they become

Lendl and McEnroc all playing,
it was the frst time four
former No. |-ranked players
took part in the quarierflinals
of the same lournameni.
Connors took a 4-3 lcad in
the final =wet by breaking
Edberg in the seventh gamc,
but Edberg broke back, held

serve al love, Lthen broke
Connors again to win the
maich.

Edberg, now 6-6 in his 12
carecy mectings with Connors
after g live of the first six,
broke Connors' service Lhree
times in winning the opening
sct.

Connors lifted his game
alter falling behind 0-2 in the
second scl. lle broke Edberg
in the ninth game for a 5-4
lead and rallied from 30-40 to
win the 10th game and even.
the match.

"I should have won in two
scts,” Edberg said. "] had him
4-2 and had a chance 10 make
it 5-2. Bul Jimow found a way
and | had 1o fight for L.~
There were a lotal of 30

Capriati's chances bloom

No 1 so young and they're
more¢ hesitant to add to their
games,” she said.

That's understandable, she
added, because players tend to
stay with the styles and stokes
that got them to the top. But
the reluctance te change has
hurt Gral, who hasn't been able
to develop an eflective back-
hand topspin shot, allowing
opponents to attack her back-
hand and pin her in a corner.
Gral won that way al
Wimbledon this ycar, playing
almost exclusively with a fore-
hand and a slice backhand, but
her weakness has becen cx-
plniu:d by several rivals over
the past two years.

St.ies has never developed
an cflective net game, and she
has been bcalen on faster
courts like the grass at
Wimbledon and the hard
courts of the US Open becausc
of the weakness of her serves
and volleys. She lost in the
third round here last year and
the fourth round in 1989,

Sabaltini transformed her-
scll inlo a serve-and-volleyer
lasl year after working with a
new coach, and surprised cv-
eryone by winning the Open
with a nct-attacking gamc
against Gral,

‘I swecar, she did it right
beforc our cyes at the US
Opcen,” said Austin, who is now
a television commentator.

Sabalini, whosc only loss in
scven matches with Capriati
came three wecks ago when a
blister forced her tlo quit in
the'\second sct of the Canadian
Open, could be her biggest
challenge with a likcly meeting
in the quarterfinals.

"ICll be inlcresting to sce
how Sabatini handics the pres-
sure of dcfending,” said
Shriver. "She hasn’t played
great this summer, may be be-
cause that's on her mind a lt-
tle. She may have pecaked dur-
ing Lthe clay eourt tournaments
before Paris in the spring.”

The men's draw is at least .

as wide open ak the women's.,
No 1 Boris Becker has hardly
dominated since his collapsc
in the Mnal at Wimbledon
Stcfan Edberg, No 2, stumbled
in the Mirst round here last
ycar and got to only the fourth

Edberg struggles to beat Connors

break points as neither player
served well. Edberg broke
Connors’ serve seven limes

and was brokcn five times.

“This maich was good for
me,” Edberg sald. "1 got Into
Lrouble and | got out of iL”

Lendl started slowly, wast-
ing two break points in the
first game and being broken in
the second. Camporese then
held serve for a 3-0 lead, but
Lendl — who had complained
about television workmen
erccling cameras in his linc of
vision carly in the match —
broke back as Camporese was
scerving lor the set in the ninth
game. .
Camporese ook a 5-2 lead
in the ticbreaker, but Lend]
won the last five points and
was in conlrol through the
second set.

"He has good strokes and il
you don't hit deep he can hurt
you,” Lendl said. "He was
slowing down at the end of the
first sct. lle scemed to be tir-
ing. My advanlage is | play at
the same pace all the way.”

pool.

~ the concluding day of the four-day

—Star photo
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round the two ycars before
that.

Michacl Stich, the third
seed and Wimblecdon cham-
pion, is capablc of winning A
second straight Grand Slam -
tle, and French Open cham-
pion Jim Couricr, the fourth
sced, may have enough athletic
ability to transfcr his success
on clay to the flaster hard
courts.

lvan Lendl, No 8, won the
Opcn three straight ycars
starting in 1985, but at 31 he's
been drifting without much
success this scason.

Pete Sampras, the sixth
sced and defending men's
champion, surprised many
pcople by becoming the
youngest mcp's winner last
year at 19 ycars, 28 days. Hc
then went through 10 months
of shin splints and othcer in-
jurics, and has only recently
comc back to form with two
victories,

Andre Agassi, No 8, who
lost in the [inal last ycar to
Sampras, has a lough draw,

beginning with a match against

[ormer roommate Aaron
Krickstein. Agassi amd DBecker
could mect in the quarters,
wilth the winner possibly mect-
ing Sampras in the semis.
“There are abeul a dozen
guys who could win this year,”
said a former player and tele-
vision commentlalor. "Agassi's
gamc is very well suited Lo
these courts and he's certainly
ovcrdue. Of all the guys, he's

gt Lhe cdge.”

concluding day of the
championships.
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Petty Officer Mukhlesur Rah
won the 100m breaststroke
14th national

Ra.c:sm of the
other kind

JOHANNESBURG, Aug
24: Namibia said on Friday
it had withdrawn from next
month’s African Games in
Cairo following a gouer-
nment decision not to
Jinance the team because
loo many of its members
were white, reports Reuter.

A committee made up of
members of the Namibian
National Olympic Commi-
itee and the Namibian
National Sports Council
described the .move as an
‘international em-
barrassment.”

"Although this is d sad
day for Namibian sport and
an international embarrass-
ment, it is o be hoped that
cabinet will now seriously
consider making the
necessary funds available to
our Ministry (of Sport) for
the development of sport
throughout the country,” it
said in a statement

There are 40 whiles in
the 65-member team
announced two weeks ago.

Huang clinches
Asia’s first gold

TOKYO, Aug 24
battle-tested shot putter
Huang Zhihong, who wanted to
retire last year but was
ordered by officials to con-
tinue, won Asia's [irst-ever
World Athletic Championship
gold here Today, rcports AFP.

: China's.
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HUANG ZHIHONG

The 26-year-old threw
20.83 melres, toppling de-
ft:ndlng champion and world-
recor holder Nalalya
Lisovskaya of the Soviet Union
who had to sctue for the silver
with a throw of 20.29 metres.

Anothcr Soviet, Svetllana
Krivelyova, was third with

20.16 metres.
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US swimmer Nicole Hslet.t
| freestyle finals on Augu
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(C} dwas uiT tha nt.arung blocks during the women's 200m

st 22 at the Pan-Pa

gold meda] with a time of 2:00.31.

ATHENS, Aug 24:
Britain's Nick
Gillingham over-
came mighty
lungarian Nor-
bert Rozsa to
retain his Euro-

=

‘pean 200 melres breaststroke

title in a gripping race on
Friday, reports Reuter.

Gillingham proved that the
man who destroyed the 100
breaststroke world record on
Tuesday was not invincible
after all and clung on to his ti-
tie by just three hundredths of
a second.

Catherine Plewinski of
France completed a golden
double with the successful de-
fence ol her 100 butterfly
crown aflter winning the 100
freestyle on Tucsday.

But the Soviet Union again
grabbed the Lion's share of the
medals, breaking a European
relay record and winning threc

of the evening's five swimming

titles and their third diving
crown of the nine-day champi-
onships.

Gillingham, however, per-

formed the most notable single

coup by beating Rozsa, who
had cnded the long European
Championship reign of British
teammale Adrian Moorhouse
in the 100 event.

Gillingham, beaten to the
Olympic gold by Jozsel Szabo
and the World Championship
silver by Rozsa, avenged hlm

sell on the Hungarians on
windy evening at the (!ympl:'
Centre.

Fifth at 50 ml:lrt:s. with

| Rozsa seventh, Gillingham hit

lhc front on the second length

as the Hungarian moved up to
third.

Gillingham, who had gained
a psychological advantage with
the fastest time in morning
heats, held his lead into the fi-
nal length and thwarted
Rozsa's late charge Lo win in
two minutcs 12.55 seconds —
inside the Championship mark
of 2:12.90 which, for 36
hours, made him co-world
record holder in 1989,

The Sovict Union broke the
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NICK GILLIN{.HAM

Sadovy won the men's 400
frecstyle, Elena Rudkovskaya

European men's 4X100 metres

relay record) clocking -

3:17.11 to beat the 3:18.33
mark set by another Soviel
quartet at the 1988 Scoul
Olympics.

cific S wimming Champmnuhlps Haislett won the

—AFP photo

| Gillingham turns table on Rozsa

ighleen-year-old Evgency
::um ¢led a women's breast
:tru}u. double in the 100
event,  and Viadimir
Timoshinin plunged to the
hlghboard diving gold.

Kerkins fails
by a whisker

EDMONTON, Alberta, Aug
24 : Auslrallan swimmer .-
Kicren Kerkins fell just four-
100ths short of a world record
in the BOO-metre freestyle at
thé Pan Pacific swimming
championships on Friday,
blistering the distance in
seven minutes 50.68 seconds,
reports Reulter,

The performance had the -
crowd in the pool hal] scream-
ing and gave Australia one of
two gold medals on the day.

Australian swimmer Linley
Frame narrowly beatl oul -
teammalte Samantha Riley to
win the womens 100 metre
breaststroke in one minule
9.98 scconds.

The United States team
finished the day with scven
golds.

Summer Sanders of the US
won her second gold of the
meetl, taking the 400 metre
individual medley with a time
of four minutes 43.66 seconds
on Thursday she won gold in
the 200 metre butterfly,

Mall Biondi of the US won
the men's 100 metre freestyle
wilh a time of 48.72 seconds., .
while Icammalte Mike
Barrowman won the men's 100
melre breasistroke in one
minule 2 02 seconds

Jansher's 6th Smgapore title

SINGAPPORE, Aug
24 I‘ahi:tnns
Jansher Khan ov-
crcame a tough
hurdle to capture
his sixth Singa-

| pore Squash Operr title with a
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man, of Bangladesh Navy who

gold on Friday — the
swimming
— Star photo

five-scl viclory over Australian
Chris Robertson here Saturday,

reports AFP.
Jansher won at 17-15, 15-
11, 14-15, 12-15, 15-6 in a

match which lasted just over

two hours.
The Pakistani admitted that

it was a very tough game but
Meyer sends

Maleeva dispatches | anriirai packing
Mary Joe Fernandez

WASIIINGTON
Aug 24: Sixih-
sceded Katlerina
Malceva of B-
ulgaria dis-
.pali_hu:l third -
sceded Mary “Joe Fernandez of
the US 6-3.6-4 10 move o the
[inals against second-seeded
Aranixa Sanchez Vicario of
Spain al Lthe 350,000-dollar
Virginia Slims of Washingion
on Friday, reports Reuter.

Sanchez Vicarto ol Spain
blitzed seventh-seeded Leila
Meskhi of the Seviet Union 6-
0. 6-1 in 40 minules in the
other semifinal.

Top-seeded Monica Seles of
Yugoslavia withdrew afler be-
ing mistakenly placed in the
draw.

Malceva, ranked | 1th in the

world, took advan ol the
fifth-ranked Fl:rnam‘l lack
of a definite strategy, slam-
ming her groundstro o the
corncrs of the court.

I think | made too many
errors and | wasn't totally sure

Italy crash out
of U-17 soccer

MONTECATINI, lhaly, Au
Hosis liuly crashed out J
the Workl ®nder-17 Soccer
Championship on Thursday
when Lthey were held o a
goallcss draw by Argentina, re-
poris Reuler.

The ltallans needed a win
o reach the quarter-finals, the
two berths from Group A going
instcad 1o and Group
winners the United States.

Being knocked out s no
Surprise, both the United
States and Argentina showed

they were betfer, sid Raflacle
Ranucci.

what | wanted o do. The ral
liecs were really long and she
handled it betller than | did”,
Fernandez said.

Maleeva opened the evening
maich with a 3-0 lead and
kept Fernandez on the defen
sive mosl ol the first set. In
the sccond set, Maleeva broke
for 'a 2-1 lead on two double-
fauits by Fernandez.

Fernandez stayed in the
second sctl by using her loop-

NEWPORT, R.I., Aug, 24.
Top-sceded John Lloyd
downed Marty Ricssen 6-83, 6-
3 and Sandy Mcycr upsel
third-sceded Vijay Amitritra) 7
5, 6-4 Friday in the*quarterfi-
nals of the grand Champions
grass-court tournament at
Newport Casino, rcporls AP.

“Grass is probably my worslt
surface in the over-35s, even
though it used to be best sur
face on the regular tour,” said
Lioyd.

‘Il was sharp today, bul
the rallies are so short | don't
gel a chance Lo run someone

ing lopspin backhand to lure | around, which is what | like to

Maleeva into giving her casy
forechands. But Maleeva out-
slcadied Fernandez on tLhe
crucial points in the final two
gamcs.

Sanchez Vicario, fourth in
the world, dominated the

13th-ranked Meskhi with ac-

curate groundsirokes. Shc
ook the first 1] games of Lhe
match.

l lost my concentration on
the onc gamec thal (Meskhi)
own, bul | was certain | would
get it back. | played really well
loday,” said Sanchez Vicario.

Williams leads
in German Open

DUESSELDORF, Germany,
Aug 24

: Chris Willams of
shot a 668 1o take the

*ﬂlhn- 32, was followed

by former British Open

i'.‘.'hl pion Sandy Lyle of

Scotland, who hasn't won a

tournament in three years.
Also carding a 67 was

llr?:.dllnrmlnhrd- ::

w Murray, also of

‘Wlnn:r of the |.,675,000
mark (dirs 926,000) Lourna-
ment that ends Sunday Lakes
home 265 000 marks

| ond-sceded Hank Plister,

do."

Also advancing o
Salurday's seymifinals was scc
who
beat Sherwood Stewart 6-2.6
3 and fourth-seeded Jaime
Fillol, who delecated Brian

| Teacher 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.

added that he was still confi-
dent of winning when the
maltch went into the fifth set.

"I have been playing better
alter every round and | was
conflident of taking the title,”
he said.

Robertson gave no excuscs
for the defeat and said the
game could have gone either
wiy.

England's Martine Le Moi-
gnan as expected took the
Women's title with a straight
scis win over Michelle Martin
ol Australia at 15-11, 15-13,

15 %m carlier report said, Top

seeds Jansher Khan  of
Pakistan and Australian Chnrs
Robertson headed for show
down today after convincing
viclories in the semifinals of
the Singaporc Open Squash
championship on Friday, re-
ports Reuler.

World number one Jansher
and world number three
Robertson ook 50 minutces
cach to beal their opponents.

Australian Tristan
Nancarrow raced Lo a 6-0 [irst
game lead against top sced
Jansher and ook the game 15
11 but then he ran out of
sicam.

In the first game | wanled
to wear him out and keep him
on Lhe court as long as possi-
ble,” said Jansher.

The Pakistani dominated
the court in the second game
to win 15-7 and then coun-
lered Nancarrow's attempts o
slow play down wilth long win-
ning sppashes o take the last
lwo games 15-3,15-6,

just faded out of the
nml:h said Nancarrow.
Robertson slowed by in
juries aller rising o number
two in the world ranking by
March, was in full control from
the start in defcating compa-

triol Brett Margin 15-13.15
9.15-12.

Le Moignan, the 1987 win
ner here overcame popular
British junior champion
Cassendra Jackman 15-9. 15
9.14-17.15-13

Soviets lead in
modemn pentathlon

SAN ANTONIO, Aug 24
Christopher Ruer won the
300-meter [reestyle swimming
event in 3 minutes, 15 .49 sec-
onds Thursday to become the
second Frenchman in as many
days to take top individual
honours al the 1991 Modern
Pentathlon World
Championships, reports AP.

I feel the 12 hours of
fencing created a backlash of
three of four seconds for the
good swimmers and more on
the notl-so good swimmers,”
Ruer said

With France's Olivier
Clergeau winning the fencing
on Wednesday, the French
were |Oth alter three events.

With two pentathletes in |,
the top 10 all three in the top _
25, the Soviel Union took over
the team lead with 9,640
peinis. ltaly is second with
9.566 and Hungary third with
9.444.

The BTMC team which finished runners-up in the recently concluded 16th national N
tennis championships, seen with the State Minister for Textile Maj. (Retd) Abdul Mannan.




