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Govt-leftists
talks Sept 4

in Colombia
BOGOTA, Aug 24. Peace
talks between bia's gov

ernment and leflist rebels will
resume Scplember 4 In

Caracas, the Narino presiden-
tial palace announced Friday,
reports AFP.
A short offlicial statement
d the administration of
K:lldlﬂl Cesar Gaviria would
ﬂwidc the ‘neccssary guaran-
. Jor the transportation
uf the Simpn Boliver guerilla
coordinator', a grouping of
gucrilla armies, o Caracas for
the third ound of peace talks.
The resu of the dia-
logue had been slated for

August 26, butl snags in the
rcbel delegales’ arrangements
to travel to Vencaucla a
dclay, presidential adviser
Jesus Antonio Dejarano said

Friday.

Pavlov arrested

MOSCOW, Aug 24 : Soviet
Prime Minister Valentin Paviov
has been arrested for helping
to lead the coup against
Mikhail S Gorbachev, Soviet
and Russian televisions re-

pcu'_h.:dihturﬂly. says AP.

Faviov was one ol the
officials in the committee t
ousted Gorbachev from

but he was reportedly
on Sunday night when the

coup began.
He has been under police
in a hospital since

t Gorbachev regained
power on Wednesday.

Paviov was quoted as saying
that he did not expect the
coup to end so quickly or re-
sult in his arrest.

He blamed "personnel” for
the faflure of the coup.

|

International

Mass desertions from party throughout Soviet Union

CP loses 73-year grip on power,
thousands destroy party symbols

MOSCOW, Aug 24: The
Communist Party has losl itls
73-ycar grip on power as coup
resistance veers revolu-
tion and Mikhail Gorbachev
and Doris Yelisin on
steps Lhat will curb party influ-
ence, rcports AP.

Elected governments across
the country moved Friday lo
clip the party's power alter
hardline Communists tried to
oust Gorbachev Lo block him
from signing a treaty turning
over many ccniral government
powers to Lthe 15 Sovict re-

The backlash against the
coup had the opposile cflcct,
as rcpublic and city govern-
ments moved quickly to
weaken the centralized power
structure the party had
erecled.

Ycitsin joined that walkoul,
which now has reduced party
ranks from 19 million to 16
million, according to recent
party figures. Mcmbership was
sure to plummet more as pub-
lic ire rises over party's role in

‘I'gi: popular movement

t the party has not yet

n on the violence of the
1917 Bolshevik coup, in which
the party seized power from
the provisional government
and dispersed the popularly
elected Constituent Assembly.
But the moslly peaceful rev-
olution of 1991 was quickly

shifting power from the na-

EBRIEFLY

China asked to respect
Tibetans' freedom

The United Nations Sub-Committee on human rights

called on China Friday "fully
man righ

to respect the fundamental hu-
ts and frcedoms of the Tibelan peopic”, reports AFP.

In a drafll resolution the Sub-Commitiee, meeting in
Gencva, said it was "concerned” at continuing reports of viola-
tions "which threaten the distinct cultural, religious and na-
tional identity of the Tibetan pcople.”

lnlmhymtrﬂhl]hl the resolution was passed by
ninc voles o scven, with four abstentions.

The Chinesc delcgate dismisscd the resolution, saying it

“ was null and void and part of the aticmpts by the interna-
tional community to wrest Tibet away (rom China.

Malnutrition rises in Tirana

GENEVA. Aug 24 : Malnutrition and infant mortality in

Albania are spreading in an

fashion and are close 0

Third World kevels, a UNICEF team warned in Geneva Friday
afier visiting Albania, reports AFP [rom Geneva
Team chief James Mohan appealed for onc million dollars

to enhance an emergency programme lo supply

food, vac-

cines, medicine and rehydration salts to keep children alive

for the coming Lhree months.

The UNICEF mission was iold by Albania's National

Childcare Institule that enc child in three was sullering [

hunger. In the capital Tirana the malnutrition level was 10
cenl and 30 per cent in the countryside — close to Lthe

Is recorded in Zaire.
Child dcaths had

from 24

per 1,000 to 34 In two

years, rising 10 40 per thousand in some places, Albanian au-
thoritics sald. The rate in Western Europe is cight to 10 per

Two executed in China

1,000.

have executed two men convicted

of corruption, China's official lcgal daily newspaper said

i

Reuter [rom Uefjing,

The execuled men. Xiao Rennan and Mao Xuchua, misap-
funds from Lheir companics.
a manager of an appliance laclory who ab-

“Tdﬂh
u-:rny

3

Friday
tine checkups, reports

executed, the ncws
accountant Min Wei who silole from his Arm

moncy, was senienced Lo death but

paper said.

satisfactory and their physicians found
in excellent health,” Cathy Goldberg. a

Reagan spokcswoman. said in a slatement.
his

, and

wifle, 68, arrived at the clinic

80
Wednesday and returned to their California home Friday.

2 Whites jailed for killing Black

Twe whilc men accused of

23.

!

following
T of Deon van Deventer, 25, and Evert
twe were convicied of murdering

a black man

the

mmmum:n
A motive was never stated, h:lﬂnmn-ddmm

the reason lor the attack.

Throwing a burning
lence between rival groups in
Convictions and harsh

tire around a
form of attack is common in political vio-

person’'s neck is known

in black

senicnces for whites accused of

killing blacks have increased in recent years. In one of the
mosl nolorious cases, while exiremist Barend Strydom

down scven blacks in a
November 1988. lie was convicted

through Pretoria in
senienced to death.

The senience was changed to life in prison in April.

Typhoon kills 55 in ROK

Typhoon Gladys raged through the souithern parts

parts of South

Korea but losi momentum in the Yellow Sea on Saturday afler

tional party lo republic and lo-
cal governments.

Yeltsin and Gorbachev
jointly announced new ap-
pointees to top role ll:r.uﬂ;ly
and government posls, and

were reformers who played a
role in defcating the coup at-
tempt. Gorbachev flired those
who backed the coup, and
many who mercly lailed o op-
posc L.

In the past, a key criterion
for appointment to top gov-
crnment jobs was membership
in the Communist Party.

MOSCOW

Moving quickly against his
encmics, Yl:ltnln luuptndu.d

the activities of the hardline
Russian [faction of the
Communist Party. Two Baltic
stalcs oullawed the party
outright, and governments
from Moscow lo Moldavia to
Kirghizia seized Communist
Party bufldings and assets.
During the coup, the plot-
lers closed all but a handful of
hardline Communist Parly
dailics. Yeltsin reacted by

claiming Russian ownership ul'

, the core of the party psess :

Pravda, Soviciskaya Rossiya,

Robochaya Tribuna,
Moskovskaya Pravda,
Leninskoe Znamya and
Glasnost.

The arrest of Latvian party
chief Alfred Rubiks swelled the
ranks of senfor Communists

‘under invesligation for sup-

rling the coup. ,_

any senior leaders

in lhl: rcpublics fﬂw: quit the

national parly leadershi
disgust. In the last two

the party
Uzbekistan,

ys,
leaders in
Moldavia and

A member of the Communist Party is assaulted by anti-communist

— AFP/UNB photo

Kazakhslan quit the Politburo,
one of its t bodies.
Gorbachev said he agreed 1o
allow police to seal off the
parly’'s national headquarters
near the Kremlin after learn-
ing thal "something is happen-
ing in the building of the
Central Commillce thal nceds
to be stopped.” One of his own
offices is in the building.

About 2,000 angry demon- .

strators gathcred outside the
party complex, m.runing parly
officials of tryi E. re move
papcrs that might implicale
them in the [ailed plot.

Gorbachev, huwlcw:r, did

notl share Yeltsin's cnthusiasm -

for whittling the party down to
size. Gorbachcv, the Sovicl

- President, also holds the job
- of General Secrelary of the

Communist Party. Since the
coup, he has reiterated his de-
sirc to revitalize the party into

- a rcformist organisation — a

transformation that reformers
such as Ycltsin say is next to
impossible.

Yelisin brandished a decree
suspending the activity of
hardlinc Russian branch of the
Communist Party, "pending a
court determination of its in-
volvement”™ in the coup.

Gorbachcev, sitling next to
Yeltsin on the dais, said that "if
this Supreme Soviet, which
has done and is doing so much
for democracy, supports this
action ol Boris Nikolaycvich, il
will be commitling a mistake.”

Pravda depulty ceditlor
Grigory Sclezneva also com-
plained aboul Yeltsin's heavy
hand against Lhe press

demonstrators in front of the party headquarters here August 23.

Soviets moving | Shevardnadze's reservations on
Gorbachev's role during coup

towards
objective of
US policy : Bush

KENNEBUNKPORT (Ma-
inc). Aug 24 President
George DBush declined com-
mcnt Friday on changes in the
Sovict Cabinct in the wake of
the [ailed coup, but said events
had gcncrally taken a “very,
very posilive®™ turn, reporis
AFP. .

*I think the changes — in a
broad scnse appecar to be
coming toward Lhe objective
that we want,” Bush said/
coming of the goll course ncar
his vacation home here.

*The pcople appear to be
moving toward Lhe objectives
of the United States foreign
policy and in the process, to-
ward dcmocracy, freedom and
scll-dciecrmination,” he said
"1 is all , very positive.”

But Bush said the situation
was slill influx and that he

not to commenl on

fic changes at the helm of

the Soviet government aller

the failed coup against

President Mikhail Gorbachev
by communist hardliners.

“It's still being sorted out
we will watch it we will not In-
terfere,” Bush said.

2 Yugoslav planes
fire missiles at
Croatia

BUDAPEST, Aug 24: Eight
Yugoslav fighicr plancs violated

Hungarian airspace on
Thursday and two
fired missiles at Croatian tar-
gets from Hungaran airspace,
Deputy Chiefl of Stall Jozsef

Biro told a press conference
Friday, rt.-poru AFP.
Brigadier General Biro

added that on Thursday on
three occasions Yugoslav

plancs flew one o three kilo-
metres (0.6 mile 1o 1.86 milc)

inte |lungarian territory.

Leftists bomb
oil pipeline to
expel US co

from Colombia

BOGOTA, Aug 24 : Leflist
rebels bombed Colombia's
main oil pipeline Friday, lorc-
ing the coun to suspend
pumping of c petroleum, a

:t:tl‘Ar&! official said, re-

Rebels of the National

of themr

WASHINGTON, Aug 24
Former Soviet Foreign
Minister Eduard Shevardnadzc
said Friday he would not join
the new Soviel government,
saying he had reservations
about Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev's role during Lhe
coup, reporis AFP.

"Even i{[ | do have such a
proposal to be in the govern-

ment, | will not agree to work
under Mikhail Gorbachev's
leadership,” he said in an in-
tervicw with Cable News
Network. "I think thalt
Gorbachev committed, pulting
it in a delicate way, an illu-
sion”’, he said.

The former minister, who
resigned in December to
protcst against the threat of a

Croatia closer

to all-out war

BELGRADE. Aug 24 : Croatia
edged closer to III out war
with Serbian nationalists and
the Yugoslav Army Friday as
the death toll from bloody
clashes mounted and iwo
members of the Federal
Ceasclire Commission said il
had (ailed in its lask, reports
AFP.

*War awails us, it will per-
haps be long. "™ Croatian
Defence Minister Luka Bebic
told a news conference In the

Croatian capital, Zagreb.

He disclosed that the re-
public’'s industrial sector had
in part been converted to mili
tary use and was producing
mincs, ‘rtnldﬂ and rocket-

In Belgrade, the Chairman
of the Ceaselire Commission,
Irafan Ajanovic, threatened to
resign unless it was allowed to
carry oul its duties, while an-
other member of the commiis
sion, Vasil Tupurkovski ol
MacEdonia, deplored the [act
that the commission's cllorts
had been “unproductive” so
far.

Ajanovic cited “more than”
200 violations of the August 7
ceasclire, which hc said had
left more than 70 pcople dead.

The work of the commis-
sion had been “impeded”™ as
both sides mobilised new
forces, he said. "New [ronts
have been opened since (and)
bridges have been destroyed,”
he said.

dictatorship in Moscow, said
he had ‘“certain questions”
aboul Gorbachev's role before
and during the coup.

lle questioned Gorbachev's
account of the coup, asking
who the cmissaries were who

demanded he res and why
the President proposed thal an

extraordinary sessfon of the
Supreme Soviel be called.
"tlad he been told about the
coup or thc state of emer-
gency? Yes, he was told about
the state of emergency. Then
why didn't he order a planc
and fly up here right away.
"And he shouldn't have lcft
on vacaljon at all. 1le must not
have done that. The situation
was rcally explosive,”

Shevardnadze said.
Shevardnadze was rcplaced

as Foreign Minister by
Alexander Bessmertnykh who

| was sacked Friday for remain.
| ing silent during

the first two
days of thc coup that briclly
ousicd Gorbachev.

Reuter adds from New York:
Mikhail Gorbachev says he first
knew there was a coup againsl
him when he picked up the
four phones connecting his
Crimean Dacha lo major gov-

ernmend ofllices in Moscow on

Sunday and nonc of them

worked
Not.cven the internal phone
in the Dacha worked.

MOSCOW, Aug 24 : Two of
the leading conspirators al the
heart of a fafled attempt lo
overthrow Sovict President
Mikhail Gorbachev repented
on Friday, repotls Reuler.

"I am very sorry for what
has ned. In the end it's a

| thing for the Armed
Forces and me as the one re-
sponsible for them,” now-
dismissed Delence Minister
Dmitry Yazov said in an inter-
view on Russian television.

"l am therclore responsible
for what has happened.”

Former KGB Chiel Viadimir
Kryuchkov, like Yazov under
arrest, was more ambiguous
but said with hindsight he
would have acted differently.

"I am by all that
hap .. | think that in
life | have done nothing o o
fend my motherland. But if it

could spool back the camera o

five or six days ago, | would
have acted competely differ-
ently and wouldnt have been
deprived ol my (reedom now,”
he said.

Yazov, who ordcered tanks
on to the strects of Moscow,

refused 1o lct his [lace be
shown on camera. lle indi
cated that he expected litle

mercy

I cannol now gucss whalt
will happen in the future. |
don’'t believe anyone will show
me any gratitude,” hc said.

“The evidence | have o give
and the question | have 1o an
swer | am doing willingly,” he
sak]

Both Yazov and Kryuchhkov
were shown in plain rooms
with simple [urnishing. their
location was nol revealed.

“As you can sce, Lhe condi
tions of my confincment arc
not bad, | could have expeciod
much worsc,” Yazov said.

Gorbachev said on Thursday
Yazov's and Kruchkov's betrayal
had hurt him most. [t was
Kryuchkov's KGB that kept
Oorbachev cut ofl in his
Crimean holiday villa for theee

"I believed in them,” he
said. “Even now | have (o say |
did not believe Yazov was part
of that group”.

Yazov had been an associale
ol Gorbachev since his days as
Communist Parly leader iIn

in Soulh Russia.

As for Kryuchkov, Oor-
bachev said he had selected
him as KOB chiel because he

had not been a Py
all hia life but alseo had a
political carcer.

Kryuchkov wid the inter-

Yazov, Kryuchkov repent )

vicwer he had written Lo the

President from his confine-
ment: 1 have only one wish,
today 1 wrote a Ic¢tter to

Gorbachev and asked the
Proscecutor General ol Russia to
forward it to him.

‘I decply respect Mikhail
Sergeyevich and | would like
him to know what | now think
of it all.”

lie said he hoped the letier
would help not only him but
also his [cllow conspirators
"My [rlends who today [ind
themselves deprived of their
freedom”

"1 hope that Lhose ... who
will be charged with carrying
oul justice... will lake evcry-

thing into account and allow
me in future to work in free-

dom for the good of my coun-
lry, he said.

ﬂ:hﬂlﬂhi

Off the Record

Hope as happy as
Gorbachev

LONDON, ;: Comedian Bob Hope, still king of the
one-liners at 88, took his cue from a coup on Friday, reports

Reuler.
"l am as

py as Gorbachev,” he told reporters who asked

him how it felt to be back in London.
Hope will appear on Sunday in a charily show at Lhe

London

palladium to raise funds for an amalteur theatre that

bears his name in Eltham, soutlheast London, where he was

bom.
Ho
Theatreland for seven

pc's appearance will be his [irst in London's Westend
. He arrived in Dritain on

Thursday and will also visit relatives during his week-long

stay.

VILNIUS ( Lithuania) :

The statue of Lenin is lifted by a
crane August 23 in the Lithuanian capital as the statue
was taken down and carried away on a truck to the
applause of a large crowd. The Lithuanian government
has banned the Communist Party and the Communist
Party headquarters has been evacuated.

— AFP/UNB photo

Lenin given goodbye
from Vilnius

VILNIUS (Lithuania)

The statue of Lenin in the Lithuanian

capital was taken down Friday and carrfed away on a truck 1o
the applause of a large crowd, an AFP correspondent reported

here.

Several thousands of pcople turned oul to watch the re
moval of the stalue near the KGI3 building

The monument in the Estonian capital. Tallinn, was also
carted away, Estonian radio said in a report monitored by the
BBC in London. A powerful cranc was used o heave the statue

ofl its plinth,

"To start with, there were about a hundred curfous people
and by the time the work was finished there were about a

thousand,” the radio said.

"Onc would gucss that taking lenin down would not go
quite so quickly because it is indeed big and heavy, but it took
barely twenty minutes before the stalue was laken away on a

ipper truck,”

the radio added.

Germany keen to get
Honecker back

BONN,: The German government,

encouraged by

the situation in Moscow aller the [afled coup, s looking for a
way to get former East German boss. Erich Honecker. back
from the Soviclt Union, sources close to the government said

here today, reports AFP.

Sovict authoritlics secrctly transported lonecker, 78,

last

March 13 from a Sovict hospital near DBerlin lo Moscow aller
German authorities issued a warrant for his arrcst.
llonecker is wanted for responsibility in the death ol soms

190

persons killed by German Democratic Republic Border

Guards while rying to cscape 1o the West
Government oflicials here believe Lhat loneckers escape

was carried ou! under the instructions ol Dmitri Yazov

the

Sovict Defence Minister who was ousted and arrested for his
mnvolvement in the three day putsch against Soviet President

Mikhail Gorbachev.

Bandits kill 6
in Sind

KARACI | (Pakistan), Aug 24

Six people were killed in
bandit violence in Pakistan's
soulhern province ol Sind,
raising the toll to 49 in 14
days, police said today,
(Saturday). reports Reulter.

The bandits, known as da
coits, killed three pceople at

Dharki and two at Khairpur on
Friday during attempled kid
naps

In Tando Mahammad Khan,
villagers chased a gang of ban
dits and killed onc ol them on
Friday, police said

In other incidents, dacoits
kidnapped three poople

Banditry and highway rob
bery is common in southern
Pakistan., where more than
2,000 people have boen killed

Al blasts Thai
ill-treatment of

Burmese students

BANGKOK, Aug 24 : A hu-
man righis organisalion
Saturday accuscd Thailand of
violating intecrnational stan
dards by ill-treating and
forcibly repatrialing Burmese
students who fled brulal re-
pression in their homcland,
reports AP.

The London-based Amncsty
International said thal in re-
cent months Thal autherities
have arrestied increasing num-
bers of Burmese refugees for
" immigration” and have
n'n‘lphnl w detaining them
in a special camp.

A report rectived here lor
relcane Saturday also said that,
on al lvast three ocoasions In

ficials escorted refugees to the
Burmese border where they
were arresied by Burmesce au-
thorities.

Thai officials have dented
pushing back genuine
refugees, saying thosc rcpatri-
ated werce either cconomie
migrants or had returncd vol-
untarily.

Amnesty said the forcible
return of refugees violated the
1951 indcrnalional convention
on the status of rchugees.

The human rights organisa
tion sadd Burmcse refugees in-
terviewed spoke of beatings,
lack of medical care and
crowded and un-nllﬂ! con-

the first hall of 1991, Thal ol i- Attons while betng held



