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Marc's Multi-media Messages

by Mostafa Kamal Majumder

A primitive man is caught unawarcs by a

. The man, rightened as he Is, scream Lo

the limits of his voice and continues to scream
and moan tll he is killed,

The bear in turn is attacked by a group of

primitive men armed with spears. They sur-
round and kill it, This was a scene from a mul-
ti-media presentation on cnvironmental aware-
ness at Sonargaon Hotel in the city recently.
The message was, many wild animals are on
of extinction due to indiscriminate

the verge
killing.

The presentation was the last item of a day-
long national workshop on 'Environmental In-
formation and Education’ organised by the

Multidisciplinary

Action Research
Centre (MARC) on
August 14. A mem-
ber of the World
Conservalion Union
(IUCN), MARC is
engaged in building
up an information
base on Lhe state of
the environment in

esh.

The workshop,
inaugurated by Ab-
dullah Al-Noman.
State Minister for
Environment and
Foresis, had (wo
technical sessions
in which a good
rfumber ol papers
was prescnted, and
a business session
for compilation of
recommendalions.

The workshop
was attended by
universily re-
searchers, repre-
sentatives of re-
search

organisations, the
mass media, non-
governmental or-

ganizations (NGOs)
and donor agen-
cies.

The next scene
of the presentation
was on thoughtless
clearing of lorests

by the Aryans for agricullure, Native Indians try  ery
to make the Aryans understand Lhe
tance of forests but fail. There is fagnine and
native rise in revolt against the Aryans. The
scenc ends with a suggestion thal hillocks be

levelled to grow more crops.

in the first scene there was only
guage of different forms of primitive sounds. In
the second classical 'Bangla was used to take
the audience to the days when Lhe Aryans
came to Lhe subcontinent. The words used are
hardly found in modern expressions. If this is
mcant for gencrating public awareness 1t is
bound to fail, because the language was nol
liked by even an audicnce ol highly educated
people. It can casily be concluded that the
messages cannol reach the commonman who
is the target of such a presentation.

The next scene is on suflerings of Chernobyl
nuclear disasler victims. The backdrop is a
hospital. A physician tackles paticnis with the
help of hospital stall. A physicist cxplains the

and tLhe

cause of the accident. A general who himself s
a vicim trics W putl the blamc on the physi-
cist saying it was on the basis ol their recom-
mendations that the nuclear power plant was
sct up. Physicists had promiscd that the usc of
nuclear cnergy would be safc. The physician
physicist asked the director of the
plant why he had not warned the people aboult
the risks and why Lhe people living in the are-
as surrounding the reactor were not asked to
run for salety.

The director of the plan says he was asked

impor-

are most

by the cabinct not to crealc panic among the
people. The dircclor s also aflected and is
destined to die. A US expert comes to help

averlt human trage-
dy. The physician
and thc physicist
says Lhe dircctor
should not be al-
lowed to die. He
should be given
bone marrow Lrans-
plant to survive and
[acc people’'s con-
demnation for ne-
glect of duty for the
rest of his life. An-
olther character’
tells the physicist —
"You have created
hell in the name of
nuclear cnergy.”

Here explanation
of technical details
of the accident {8 so
‘. claborate that the
human side of the
story fail to domi-
natle the theme.
The language is
again classical Ban-
gla

Then there is a
scenc on a 1989 Fa-
min¢ in an Indian
slatec that forces
pcople to migrate
from rural to urban
arcas. An attempt is
madec to project the
miscries of the peo-
plc living in urban
slums wherc dis-
cascs like cholera,
diarrhoca, dysent-

common. Onc¢ vicwer comments
only one of Lhe characters is a woman. Anoth-
er says Lhere is only one Muslim,

Two more scencs are on draught in Mexico
and cyclones and (loods in Bangladesh. Mexi-

cans hold the US responsible for the drought.

the lan-

Mce

Human sufferings caused by cyclones and
floods arc projected.

The script of the presentation was writlen
by Rahman Chowdhury
group. Chowdhury was also the director. The
organiscrs chose to tcll six stories within a
span of fortyfive minulcs. There was also a
short video show on natlural disastcrs and de-
struction of forests.

It was as {[ the wood was diflicult to per-
cefve because of the tlifc
presentation was a
medium for raising environmeatlal awarcness.
"It's an experimental show™, said Monowar
Hossain ol MARC.

s o cvoke re
and comprchensible.

of Abalokan' theatre

Llrees. Nevertheless
atlermp!t to develop a

sponsc should be short

Foundation of nuclear
medical centre laid

Health Mintster Kamal [bne
Yusul sajd Saturday the present
rnment is deltermined o
bring welfare to the people by
making maximum utilisation of

the country's |imited re
sources, reporis UNB
"BNP governmenl Is ac

countable o the people. It has
come L0 r .o mean busi-

ness, nol Lo bluff the people.”
he said at the foundation laying

ceremony of the Mymensingh
Nuclear Medical Centre at
' nsingh Mecdical College

The Nuclecar Medical Centre

ol the
Encrgy

is Lthe B8th project
Bangladesh Alomic

Commission [(BAEC). It is ex-
pccted to be completed within
one and a hall ycars at a cost of
Tk B0 lakh

The Minister said the
multifarious problems of the
country could not be solved
overnight and added that the
government neceded time 1o
meel the demands of the

prople

Terming Lthe government
em ces’ movement for re-
vision of the pay scale as
"provocalive”’, he said the na
tion could not eflort 1o pay
more than what has been im-
plemenied by the government,

Students urged to
keep vigilance
against terrorists

State Minister for Relief
Lutfur Rahman Khan Saturday
called upon the students 1o
engage themselves in studics
for building bright future for
themselves, reports BSS

He was addressing the in
stallation ceremony of the
newly elected students union
of Nas rabad College in

Myme:.singh

Presided over the Principal
of the College Shetkh Abdul
Qudus, the lunclion was also
addressed, among others by
Amirul Islami [liro, MP

The State Minister ex
pressed his satisfaction aller
hearing that the college was
fowe from terrorism and vio-
lenece.

Lutfur Rahman Khan said
sOMC opportunist groups were
Irying to create disturbances
in the educatienal institutions
as well as in the society

lic exhorted the students
and prople 1o keep strict vigl
lance agains! the tcrrorisis
and miscreants.

The State Ministcr said the
present government has frm
faith in democracy and urged
the people 1o strengthen the
hands of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to further
consolidate democracy

Sangbad newsmen
stage sit-1n

By Staff Correspondent

Unit of the Dhaka
Union of Journalists (DUJ)
staged a seven -hour sit-in al
the Office Saturday to
press home its |]-point de-
mand.

DUJ leaders met the wunit
members and called the au-
thorities to accept the de
mands without further delay.

Those arrived at the spot of
sit-in include: DUJ President
Jahirul |iaq, General Secrelary
Ruhul Amin Gazi, Joint
Secretary M A Aztz, ex Vice
President Masud Nizami, and

| ex General Secretary Akram
. Hossatn Khan

e ——

The Sangbad Unit of the
DUJ in a statement said police

entered the newspaper office
during the programme

Death anniversary

A day-long Quran Khwani
and milad mahfil will be held
at Raj Complex at 187,
Elcphant Road here on
the occaston of the first
an of ASM Firoze, a
former Ward Commissioner of
Dhaka Municipal Corporation,
reports BSS.

Helations, friends, and wel-
wishers have been requested
to attend

Yusufl pointed out that the
development work was
hampered as 32 per cent of

the national income mrnl
for salary and allowances of the

government employces.
Chairman of Bangladesh
Atomic Energy Commission Dr.
M A Mannan presided over the
function which was also ad-
dressed by Direclor of My-
mensingh Medical College

Hospi Col Zahiruddin Ah-
med, Princi of the College
Dr Molakkharul Islam and

Additional Secretary ol Sci-
ence and Technology Division
Habibur Rahman.

Referring to the allocation
in the health sector, he said
the government will spend
B00 millon US dollars of for-
cign aid in the health sector
during the next four years.

He called upon the doctors
to improve the health system
by increasing managemoenl
skills and utilizing the latest
technology. Otherwise, he said,
the World Bank will stop giving
aid W Bangladesh.

The Health Minister later
laid the foundation stone of Lhe
Nuclear Centre.

lie assured Lhe extension ol
the Mymensingh Medical Co-
llcge hostel and construcUon
of an auditorium there.

He also visited the tempo
rary Nuclear Centre and Cor-
onary Care Unft inside the
hospital complex.

515 Recilation from the
Bible

5.20 News in

530 Jhilimil

556 Cartoon film : Abbott
and Costello

6.20 Sporis programme:
Cricket

7.06 Tagore songs

8.00 News in Bangla

830 Probaha

.00 Drama series—Oshin

1000 News in E

10.30 crr-—n-:g.h
11.30
11 45

Metropolitan

Preparations

for holding

referendum
discussed

An emcrgency meeting for
holding the forthcoming refer-
endum was held Saturday at
the conference room of Dhaka
District Collectorate Bhaban
with the Deputy Commissioner
and Assistant Retu Officer
of Dhaka District, Nazmul Alam
Siddiqui in the chair, reporis
BSS.

the referendum in a free and
ful manner in all centres

of Dhaka district and Dhaka
Metropolitan area were dis-
c at the

All concerned officials have
been directed in the
to discharge their duties wi
utmost responsibility and
maintain law and order in the
voting centre.

Officers of Dhaka City
Corporation, Upazila Nirbahi
Officers, District Election
Officers and other officials in
connection with the referen-
dum wcre present at the

Preparations for conducing meeting.
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cycle ceremonies”

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy in collaboration with Lhe
Ban esh National Commission for UNESCO is putting on
show the 14th travelling photographic exhibition organized
by the Asian Cultural Centre for UNESCO in Tokyo from 22
Asia and Pacific countries entitled "Traditional Life Cycle
Ceremonies” at the Shilpakala Academy Gallery today
(Sunday) at 5 pm.

Education and Cultural Affairs Minister Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury will inaugurate the 10-day exhibition
and distribute prize and gifts among the shi children
who received awards at the recently concluded Asian
Children's Art Festival organized by the Mitshubishi
Impression Gallery, Japan.

Education ANM Yusufl who is also the Secretary
General of the Bangladesh National Commission for UNESCO
will preside.

The exhibition will remain open for all till September 3,
from 2 pm to 7 pm.

Training on productivity promotion

A five-day training course on productivity promotion, or-
ganised by the National Productivity Organisation, begins to-
day (Sunday) at the NGO headquarters in the dz.

The objective of the training course is to se the
participants with the concept benecfits and measurement
techniques of productivity.

Twentyfive mid level executives and trade union officials of
Bangladesh Steel and Engineering. Sena Kalyan Sangstha,
Standard Manufacturing Co. Limited and Janata Machine
Tools Limited will participate in the course. On of
the course, the participants will be awarded certificates.

Sher-e-Bangla Smriti Purashkar

"Shere Bangla Smriti Purashkar ‘90" (memorial award) will
be distributed among the talented personalities in various
fields at a formal ceremony to be held at the Bangladesh
Shishu Academy auditorium in the city today (Sunday) at 5.30
pm.

Jatya Sangsad (Parliament] Spcaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
will attend the function as the chicl guest. President of the
BFUJ Reazuddin Ahmed, Joint Secretary ol the Finance
Ministry Ataul Karim and Dhaka District Deputy Co-
mmissioner AKM Nazmul Alam Siddiqi will be special guests
on the occasion.

by Bangladesh Youth Front central commitiee,
the function will be followed by a cultural programme. Youth
Front President Faruk Ahmed will be in the chair.

Anti-terrorism rally

Sammilita Sangskritik Jote will hold a rally at the Central
Shaheed Minar premises in the city today (Sunday) at 4.30
pm in protest against widespread violence in the country.

The rally to be followed by a procession, will be addressed
by the represcntatives of students, teachers, intellectuals,
lawyers. journalists, cultural activists, women and other
communities. =

Krishak Sramik Andolan rally

Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Mukti Andolan will hold a pub-
lic rally in front of the Sadarghat IWTA Terminal today
(Sunday) at 4 pm.

Party chiel Mohammad Sadeck will address the rally, being
held in demand of reduction of oil prices.

NAP (Bhasani) reception
Natjonal Awami Party (Bhasani) will accord a reception Lo
Parveen Naser Khan Bhasani, wife of late Minister Abu Naser
Khan and Daughter-in-law of late Maulana Bhasani, on
her
299 Elep

the party at a ceremony al the party central office
nt Road) in the city today (Sunday) at 4 pm.

Party Chairman Prof Noor Mohammad Kazi will preside

over the reccption.

Badda residents’ press confce

The residents of Zone-B plot of Badda in the city will hold
a press conference today Bunday) at 11 am at the National
Press Conference in protest against acquisition of their land
by the Rajdhani Unnayan Kartipakkhya (RAJUK).

On behall of the Zone-B plot, Mamataruddin, Abul Hossain
Talukder, Md Solaiman and Ahmed All will attend the press

conlerence.

Rotary Club meeting
The regular weekly meeting of the Rotary Club ol Dhaka
Cosmopolitan will be held today {Sunday) al 5.30 pm at the
CIRDAP auditorfum, 17, Topkhana Road, in the city.
Rin. PDC MA Wahab will be present as gucst speaker and
speak on Rotary extenston, Rotary information and member-

ship development.

Drugs Resistance Committee
The oath-taking by the newly-clected office-bearcrs of
Bangladesh Resistance Commitice will lake place at the
organisation s in the city today {Sunday) al 5 pm.
Organisation's Sccretary Sycd Rashid will conduct the

— Compiled by NA
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Moderate rain likely

By Staff Correspondent

Land depression over Orissa, Gangetic West , and
Bihar weakened into a well-marked low and lies over Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar and neighbourhood. Monscon [airly active over
Bangladesh and moderate elsewhere over north Bay.

Light to moderate rain thunder shower likely to occur al
many places over Chittagong divisions and al a few places over
Dhaka, Rajshahi divisions. Day temperature is likely to rise Ly
1-2 degree Celsfus over the country.

Rain or thundershower occurred at most places over
Dhaka , Chitlagong divisions and at many places over
Rajshahi, Khulna divisions. Chiel amounts of rainfall
over Taknal 12cm, Cox's Bazar and Kutubdia 8cm each, Feni 5
cm and Chittagong 4 cm. Day lemperature remained nearly
unchanged over the country.

The highest le rature of 34.0 degree Celsius was re-
ported Rn;-hnhlnm-hmt 24.0 degree in Feni.

The Sun sets on Sunday at 6-24pm and rises at 5-38 am

Outlook for subseguent two days: “Little change. Extended
outiook for another five days: No marked change.
The temperature and humidity of some towns and cities
on Saturday were:
Town/Cihty Temperature inCelsius
max

i
|

min P am Bpm
Dihalea 31.8 24 9 lala] T“I
Chitiagong 31.3 26.0 92
Rajshahi 34.0 26.0 92 B
Khuina 32.8 26.8 HAR 78
Cox's Bazar 30.0 28.0 * s :
Sythet 32.2 286.6 L8
Harisal 31.3 X W _e
Rangpur 328 26.7 4 86
Srimangal 33.2 25 .6 71 85
Jeasore 31/8 16.7 X X

!
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Begum Sufia Kamal breaking fast of the Chhatra Union act

o

water in front of the National Press Club Saturday.

ivists through serving of lemon

—3tar photo

e

Poor ADP allocation in

Speakers at a seminar here
Saturday underscored the
need for increased allocation
in the telecommunication
sector for its developments,
reports BSS,

They observed that
telecommunication was an
essential component in the
process of development and a
complement to other invest-
ments in raising productivity
and eflictency of services.

Organised by Carl Duisberg
Samity Bangladesh, the semi-
nar of "the role of telecom-
munication in the context of
developing countries”™ was held
at the German Cultural Centre

and Goethe Institute in Dhaka.

Presided over by the
Director General of
International Centre [or
Technical and Vocational
Training and Research
(ICTVTR), Dr. A. M. Patwary,
the seminar was addressed,
among others, by Telephone
Shilpa Sangstha, General
Manager M. Fariduddin and
General Seccretary of Carl
Duisberg Samity Syed Akhtar
Jamal.

Fariduddin said though
telecommunication was a prof-
itable sector, the fund allo-
cated for its development was
meagre and the percentage of

Student fronts demand
reopening of institutions

By DU Correspondent

Various student organisa-
tions held sit-in demonstra-
tions in froni of the Secretariat
Saturday demanding immedi-
ate reopening of all closed ed-
ucational institutions.

The demonstrating stu-
dents held the Ministry of
Home Aflairs responsible for
its failure to arrest the armed
hoodlums.

They also demanded im-
mediate arrest and trial of the

The student organisations
which staged sit-in are
Samaytantrik Chhatra Front,
Chhatra Moitree and Biplabi
Chhatra

The Samaytantrik Chhatra
front sit-in was addressed by
Belal Chowdhury, Mostala
Kamal Rajckuzzaman Ratan,
Naimuddin, Azimuddin and
Maksud Ibne Rahman.

They said some student or-
ganisations were tarnishing
the glorious image of the stu-
dents by creating terrorism
on the campus. They are also
hindering a healthy student
movement, they added.

They blamed the govern-
ment for its failure to control
the situation and called upon
all progressive forces to gear
up the movement for realising
the aspirations of the student
community.

The Chhatra Moitree rally
was addressed by Nur Ahmed
Bakul and Rajib Ahsan Munna.
They said thal terrorism that
gripped the educational insu-
tutions of the country must not
be allowed to continue further.

The Biplabi Chhatra Sangha

-sures yet

rally was addressed by Musle-
huddin Shahecn and Zulfikar
Ali Jewel.

Meanwhile, Chhatra Fede-
ration held a rally and brought
out a procession on the Dhaka
University campus demanding
immediate reopening of the
University.

The rally, addressed by
Ahad Ahmed and Udaya Pal,
criticized the government [or
its not taking effective mea-
to reopen the
Untversity.

Hunger strike

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU), the students wing of
CPB, obscrved a hunger strike
in front of the National Press
Club demanding tmmediate
reopening of the closed educa-
tional institutions.

About 200 students, includ-
ing Nasiruddoza and Ruhin
Hossain Prince, president and
general secrelary respectively
of BCU, participated in the
hunger strike.

Begum Sufia Kamal, Jaha-
nara Imam, Prol Shahadat Ali.
Panna Kaisar, Fayez Ahmed,

Mujahidul Islam Sclim, Hasa-

nul Huq Inu, Dr Rangalal Sen,
Mostafizur Rahman, Nazrul
Huq Pradhan, Nur Ahmed
Bakul, Belal Chowdhury and
others addressed the BCU
students.

They said the nation would
have to be unite again like 69
and '90 to resist terrorism and
anarchy, that were-unleashed
throughout the country.

The students continued the
hunger strike from 10 am to
5.30 pm.

“Operation Doorbar:
1979 more arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Police under its 'Opcration
Doorbar’ drive have arrested
1979 persons and recovered
26 iliegal arms from different

of the country during the
ast 48 hours ending on

The recovered arms include
one rifle, one nw&:r::lt lw;x

tols, 22 pipe-guns 64
x.md: of ammunition, accord:
ing to a press reicase.

The arrested persons in-
cluded absconding prisoners,

miscreants, mastans and anti-
social elements.

Mcanwhile, the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police recovered
nine fircarms, 31 explosives
and 8 rounds of ammunition
from different parts ol Lhe city
during the last threc days.

DMP also arrested 41 mas
tans and muggers, 41 accused
criminals and another 30 per
sons against whom warranis

were issued.

 telecom sector alleged

allocation in the ADP was de-
creasing cvery year.

He said well-planned pri-
vatisation of teleccommunica-
tion service could help rapid
expansion of the sector to
meet the growing demand of

the people.
Prol. Patwary said
Bangladesh should go for mar-

ket economy lor [aster devel-
opment of lelecommunication.
He said Bangladcshis living
abroad would also be inter-
esled to invest in Lhis sector as
it was profit earning.

He said the eflicicney in T
and T should be increased and
the existing lines should be
made workable,

Safety factors
of irradiated
foods discussed

Dr G Giddings, an interna-
tional expert on nuclear tech-
niques in food and agriculture,
Saturday visited the office of
Consumers Association ol
Bangladesh [CAD) in Dhaka and
discusscd with the CAB execu-
tives different aspects of frra-
diated foods including salety
factors and their wholesome
ness, reports BSS.

They held the view that the
consumers should be provided
with adequalc information on
the scienltific findings of irra-
diated foods as regards their
safety and [itness for human
consumplion.

They also discussed difler-
ent sicps to be taken to make
the people aware about frradi-
ated foods.

Dr Giddings, who is work-
ing with the lood preservation
section of the joint FAO and
IAEA diviston of nuclear tech-
niques in food and agricuiture,
s now visiling Bangladesh In
conneclion with [AEA assisted
projects of Bangladesh Atomic
Energy Commission (BAEC)

BAEC scienlists M A Malin
and A Dayan Bhuiyan. CAB
Genecral Secrelary Sarwar
Jahan and CAB member DR
Ahsan Ali Khan participated in
the discussion

Students urged
not to damage
BRTC buses

The workers and employ
ces ol Bangladesh Road Trans-
port Corporation [BRTC)] Sa
turday urged the students to
refrain from damaging BRTC
buses, a BRTC press release
said here, reports BSS.

The press release said
"eight BRTC buses were dam-
aged in different parts ol the
city in two days on August 17
and 18 Thesc buses were
damaged while the students
from different schools brought
out processions rvjecting the
new SSC cxamination systcm.

"It has become noticeable
the different quarters on any
complaint against the govern:
ment created problems and
clashes on the strects and
damaged BRTC buses consi-
dering them as government
property to fulfil their anger
To realise any kind of demand,
the demonsirators consider
damaging of BRTC buscs as
their weapon, the press re
lease added.
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