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Call to resume
publication of

Purbakone

The leaders of Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists
(BFUJ), Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DUJ); :

Press Sramik
tra Karmachari Fe
deration and Chittagong Union

of Journalists (CUJ).

Saturday called upon the
management of the daily
of Chitlagong to re-

sume the publication of the

daily b menting the
Tl IR
mee ting local demands

of the joumalists cmployees.

BFUJ President Reazuddin
Ahmed, Secrctary General
Amanullah Kabir., DUJ Pre-
sident Zahirul Huq and Ge-
neral Secretary Ruhul Amin
Gazxi, Press Sramik Federation
President, Moshrral Hossain
and General Secretary Bazlur
Rahman Milon, Karmachari
Federation President Jahangir
Kabir and General Secretary
Mir Mozammel Hossain and
CUJ President Akhtarunnabi
and General Secrelary Anjan
Sen, in a joint statement, also
condemned the “"obslinale
mentality” of the Purbakone

management.

They said the journalists —
employees of the daily were
not getting their salaries for
more than a month and they
were facing hardships due to
the uncertain situation.

Purbokone Unit

A meeting of dainik Pur-
bokone Unil of Chiltagong
Union of Journalists held to-
day in the office of the daily
with Unit Chiel Omar Katser in
the chair called upon the man-
agement to implement the
Fourth Wage Board Award
without further delay, a unit
press relcase said.

The meeling pointed out
that delay in the implementa-
tion of the Wage Board Award
was complicating the situation
in the newspaper industry. It
hoped thal the management of
the daily would honour the law

of the land and shun its 'Dilly-

dally’ tactics.
Abul Momen, Ataul Hakim,
Syed Khaled l[layat, Anjan

Kumar Sen, AZM Omar and
others addressed the mecting.

Requests applications from
candidates, prefersbly with

some experience to teach

History.

Apply by August 31, 1991.
Frincipal

Nizami's call to
foil conspiracy
against democracy
By Staff Correspondent

Secretary General of the
Jamaat-e-Islami and Jamaat
Parliamen Party Leader
mi has said democracy and
terrorism can nol co-exist.

He was spe at a
lawyers' meeting al haht
District Lawyers' Association

He said terrorism was the
main obstacle o advancement
ol democratic process initiated
through the passage of the
12th Amendment Bill to the
Constitution.

The Jamaat lcader called
upon the people to make the
Seplember 15 referendum a
success by pating in it
spontancously. lle upon
-m remain vigilant against
any evil forces' attempt to foil
the democratic process.

Maulana Nizami said the fu-
ture of the students were be-
ing ruined by continued
terrorism in the educational
institutions. He called upon
the lawyers to wuse their
influence on the political
parties not to shelter any
lerrorist.

He urged all to build up so-
cisd resistance against corrup-
tion which he said, was the
main obslacle to the develop-
ment of the eountry.

Rajshahi District Lawyers’
Association General Secretary,
Advocale Rafiqul Hassan pre-
sided over the meeting.

Nepalese envoy
pays farewell

The outgoing Nepalese Am-
bassador, Dr Mohan Prasad
Lohani, paid
Acting President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed, at Presi-
denl's Secretariat in Dhaka
Saturday, reports BBSS,

During the meeting, Acting
President appreciated the
coniribution of Lohani in
strengthening further friendly
relation between Bangladesh
and Nepal.

In this context, Justice
Shahabuddin recalled that the
volume of trade between Lhe
lwo countiries increased sub-

. stanually’

The Acting President con-
veyed his warmest greetings to
King Direndra, the mment
| and the pcoplc of Nepal.

Ambassador Lohani ex-
pressed his gratitude for the
cxcellent cooperation he re-
ceived [rom all cireles in

Bangladesh.

call on President

a farewell call on |

@ BCIC Tender Notice

Scaled Tenders are hercby invited by the Managing |
Director, Chiuagong Urca Fertilizer Limited, Rangadia, |
Chiutagong from bonaflidc Manufacturcrs/Suppliers for the |
Purchase of Laboratory Apparatus and Chemicals Tender |
Enquiry No. CUFL/PUR/91-92/81(22) dated 3.8.91. Tender |
document can be purchased at the cost of Tk, 50/- (fifty) only
(Non-refundable) per set from (1) CUFL, Rangadia,
Chiuagong, (2) BCIC, 30-31,
BCIC Branch Office, 06, Agrabad C/A, Chiuagong up 1o |
14.9.91 during office hours. Tender documents will be |
received up 10 11.30 A.M. on 16.9.91 and will be opencd
immediaicly aficr. The authority reserves the right to accept |

or reject all tenders.
BCIC-743-20/8

Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka and (3) |

Tender No. CD-S/77/5

) only.
tender

of Bangladesh

be any.

reason(s) thercof,

Bangladesh Inland Water

Transport Authority

141-143, Motijheel Commercial Area,
Dhaka-1000

Tender Notice

Scaled tenders in duplicate are hereby invited by
Director, Conscrvancy & Pilotage
141-143, Motijhecl Commercial Arca, Dhaka from |
reputed supplicrs/manufacturers for
Chain, Package No. 264 & 285 under Third Flood
Rehabilitation Project, 1988 (BIWTA com
2. Tender documents will be availablc from l.g

of the Director of Accounts, BIWTA, Dhaka on all
working days on payment of Tk 1300/- (Non-

3. No tender will be sold on the day of opening of the

4. Eamest money equivalent 1o 2% (two per cent) of
the amount in the form of Pay , Bank
or Bank G from any scheduled bank

in favour of BIWTA. Bank
Guarantec shall be valid for at least 90 days.

5. Tenders will be reccived on 17.9.91 till 11.00 hrs
in the tender box kept

Depu, BIWTA Bhaban, 10th floor, 141-143,
hhuﬁwchfA,Dhiamopenedmﬂmsanmday
at 11.30 hrs in presence of the tenderers, if there

6. The Authority reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all the tenders without assigning any

PR-10591 Y,
w) 9589-24/8  Conservancy and Pilotage Dept.

Dated : 17.8.91 |

Depit., BIWTA,

supply of SL

).
office

at Conservancy & Pilotage

Director

‘ chiefs,

S

.

Launch passengers looking helpless (above) at Sadarghat terminal on Saturday as all Water Transports went ofl different

¢ A

——

routes due to river transport owners' strike. Double-deckers (below) were used in the river as a blockade against

% | Law needed to tackle

movement of transports

Electricity goes to villages

By Special Correspondent

Rural electrification in both
developed and developing
countries is viewed as a major
component of the overall in-
frastructure. As a key infras-
tructure input, rural electrifi-
cation can make a significant
contribution towards achieving
the goal of socio-economic de-
velopment in general and of
the rural economy in particu-
lar.

Bangladesh, ike many other
developing countries, has
adopled a comprehensive plan
of rural electrification with a
sizeable amount of scarce re-
sources devoled to its imple-
mentation. Although only a
small [raction, about six to
seven per cent, of the coun-
try’s rural population has been
provided electricity, there has
been a remarkable growth of
rural electrification during the
last 10 years and lurther ex-
pansion is cnvisaged, in the fu-
ture.

Rural electrification pro-
jects are often favoured be-
cause they broadcn the rural
production as age-old modes
give way to the mechanical and
power based production tech-
nology. In addition to stimulat-
ing productive aclivities, the
programme contributes to
generating employment. Living
standards in Lhe rural areas
also improve with extensive
use of electrical accessories in
an increasing number of rural
households. Rural electrifica-
tion also hclps promote mass
education, health programme
and population control.

The general beliefl regard-
ing the positive impact of rural
clectrification has also been
confirmed by soclal-science
rescarch. In Bangladesh,
although not much work has
been done 1o assess the multi-
farious impact of rural electri-
fication, a number of studies
have focussed on the birth rate
electrification relationship.

Studies thus for undcrtaken
are found to vary significantly
in both methodology and cov-
erage. Mcthodologically simple
ones have gencrally tried to
comparc some [ertility-related

measures like birth rate, chil-
dren born etec. Belween se-

lected number of electrified
and non-clectrified households
or villages. More sophisticated
studies hdve used ance sla-

tistical and economic methods. |

VDP, Ansars
asked to help
maintain law

and order

Acting Director General of
Bangladesh Ansar and Village

Defence Party (VDP) Brigadier

Mohammad Abed Meah has

He was addressing as chief
guest in the concluding func-
tion of a training course of
union level VDP and Ansar
at Ansar
Academy of Safipur under
Gazipur district. Joint Secre-
., Ministry of Home Affairs
Hossain C at-
tended the function as special
guest.
The Acting Director Gen-
eral said that with their

primary

Despite such differences most
of the siudies have established
that some degree of relation:
ship between rural electrifica
tion and population growth arce
negatively co-related f.e. the
spread of rural electrification

is associaled with a declining

fertility rate and hence a lower
population growth.

Interestingly enough, the
more sophisticated the
methodology used, the
stronger is the relationship
¢stablished. One reason for
this variation, perhaps, lies in
the fact that the studies using
simple methods have no
means to disentangle the ef-
[ects of rural eclectrification
from those of ether variables
which may contribute to fur-
ther the growth of population.
As a resultl, fertility-related
variables might have ‘been
over-estimate in such studics,
thus obscuring the true impact
ol rural electrification.

The mere establishment of
some degree of negative corre-
lation between rural electrifi-
cation and population growth
may not however be enough o
stale thal the former causcs
the latter. The relationship
needs Lo be justified on sound

Agitated govt employees demaging a micro-bus Saturday.

Dateline Chit_tagong

theoretical grounds.
Theoretically, f rural electrifi-
cation kcads o the adoption of
new lechnology in the produc-
Uive sphere, thus reducing the
demand for labour, then a de-
clining population growth due
to electrification may be not
unicnable.

llowever, such decline in
the birth rate or population
growth may nol be manifested
instantly but only after a time
lag. It is also possible that rural
electrification may aflect

houscholds decision making

on expendilure and savings.
Rural clectrification gener-

ally induces Lhe demand for
new consumer items which
the houschalds can procure at
the expense of current cxpen-
diture in favour of current sav-
ings. As Lhe rural households
opt for having electric connec-
tions, they would have to relo-
cate the current income be-
tween expenditure and saving.

To meet the additional cost
of electricity and related
durable assets. Households
would have to save more by
cutting down current con-
sumption. The need for extra
savings may have a negative in-
Muence on the decision to have

BNP leaders’ meet today

over nomination row
From Our Stafr Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 24: NP
leaders in Chittagong divided
over the nomination in the
Chitlagong-8 constituency, are
expected to meet chair-
person Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia | tomorrow
(Sunday) to resolve the issue.

Party sources said that the
leaders of both the groups left
Chittagong this night for
Dhala.

The party has nominated
Amir Khasru Mohammad
Chowdhury for the bye-elec-
tion to be held September 11,
but some workers and a group
of local leaders were demand-
ing either Zahiruddin Khan or
Ekramul Karim as party candi-
date in the Chittagong-8 con-
stituency.

The BNP central body sent
Communication Minister
Colonel (Retd) O1l Ahmed and
Deputy r Sheikh Razzak
All to Chittagong but seven
rounds of talks with both the
EIDI:r. in the past two days

o resolve the issue,

Meanwhile, anti-Khasru

supporters of the BNP held a
rally at Pahartali and brought
out procession in the city also
on Saturday lo press home
their demand for the cancela-
tion of Khasru's nomination.

B Chowdhury

visits exam centres

Minister for Education and
Cultural Affairs Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury Satur-
day visited some SSC ex-
amination centers at Hathazari,
Rauzan, Noapara and Chitta-
gong Municipal area,

At Noapara College centre,
the Minister found five exami-
nees adopting unfairmeans and
an invigilator helping them. He
directed the concerned au-
thorilies to take stern action
against them.

Later , the Minister visited
the cyclone hit-areas of the
city to see the rehabilitation
works there.

He was accompanied,
among others, by MA Jinnah

MP and Chittagong Ci ;
Mir Nasiruddin. b Mngr

morc children which entatls
addivonal cost to the family.
Socio-cultural Aspects

SoApart from theoretical ra-
tonality, socio-cultural aspects
of rural electrification on
fertility -related phenomena
cannot be discounted efther.
Extensive use of television and
radio-made possible by rural
electrification brings the rural
population within the of
modern information flow.
Villagers lecarn more and fas(er
about the government and
state programmes f[rom the
mass media.

Bangladesh with its [right-
ening ﬁpuhlhn problem has
to explore all possible ways
and mecans to check the popu-
lation explosion. If rural elec-
trification does indeed con-
tribute to a declining popula-

tion, the process of l'l:ﬂt:h‘l.l:'g
clectricity to more villages

houscholds should be acceler-
ated further by allocating re-
sources adequate for the pur-
pose.
However, broad-based stu-
dies have to be undertaken
before reaching any definite

conclusions about how far rural

electrification aflects popula-
tion growth.

--------
i i

.............
fff

Govt employees .
urged to discharge
duties in
disciplined manner

Jatiyatabadi Samajik Sangs-
kritik Sangstha (JSSS) Presi-
dent Khurshid Ali and General
Sccretary Zahid Hossain Chu-
nnu Saturday night expressed
grave concern over the ‘evil
attempt’ of the handful of
government employees 1o
creale an impasse in the
administration, reports BSS.

The JSSS leaders, in a joint
stalement, said the main dc-
mands of the government em-
ployces were fulfilled with the
announcement of the Pay
Commission reports, rc-fixa-
tion of office timtng and con-
stitution of high-powered
commitiee on promotion.

They called upon the em-
ployees o discharge their du-
ties in a disciplined manner
and in the interest of the
country and the nation.

Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal City
Unit President Abul Khayer
Bhuflyan and General Secretary

| Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu, in a

scparate joint statement, ca-
lled upon the employees to
accept the new Pay Commi-
| ssion report.

cational institutions and l.l-
|. lation of government employ-

Jatiya Sramik Party

Vice-President of the Jattya
Sramik Party USP) F M Strajul
Huq Saturday left Dhaka for
New Delhi to atiend the 10-
day conference of workers or-
Sanisation of the SAARC coun-
| tries.

Huq is the General Sec-
retary ol People's Jutle Mills
Workers Union of Khalishpur,
said a party press release.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
The Standing Commitiee

meetling of the Jatlya Samai-
It-ntrlk Dal WUSD) n Sa-

tu at s iemporary office
with r-e-Alam Ziku in the
chair.

The meeting reviewed the

A protest rally was held in
front of Sonali Bank licad
Office on Saturday as part of
the movement of Bank Officers
Federation to realise their de-
mands including scparate pay
scale for bank officers and in-
centive bonus.

Presided over by Abdus
Shahid the rally was ad-
dressed among others by Syed
Anwar Hossain, Olullah Mian,
Masum Khadem, Solatman,
Rahimuliah Patoari, S G
Mohsin and Mastru Rahman.

Comprled hul..

spread of AIDS

Enaciment of a law and cre-
ation of a fund o deal with
the AIDS [(Acquired Imm-

four out of the five carriers
of the AIDS virus — HIV
(Human Immuno-Defictency
Virus] — detected so far
were all infected abroad.
Experts say, further spread of
the discase can be halted by
creating checkposts at Lhe
points of entry into
Bangladesh o look for new
cases, and pul the identi-
fied HIV cases under con-
stanl supervision.
| HIV carriers develop into full-
blown AIDS cases in ten or
more years During the in-
tervening period they lead
| normal lives and pose dan-
ger il they are not moti-
valed to avoid having sex
without precautions, and to
destroy needles and syringe
| used by them.

To prevent further spread oF
HIV among Bangladeshis,
those going abroad should
be mni to undergo a one-
to-two-hour of orientation
course through which they
could be taught how to
protect themselves.

| On their returning back home

each one of them should
;ﬂ:; be asked to get his
tested, and give blood

| to AIDS surveillance squads

at airports, sea ports and
border checkposts.
Simultancously, prostitutes in
brothels should be regularly
screened to guard against

conlacting the AIDS virus
from foreigners.
Experts say that in the absence

u{lh-pnplrmnwh-ch
home cannot be made to

give blood for carrying out
tests. Again an orientation

course for those going
abroad on ment also
cannot be

if the effort in m
by a law.

A fund is needed (o create the
manpower for surveillance
squads Lo operale at air-
poris, sca ports, and border
checkposts; and to
and trcal the cases
detected, experts say.

Mcanwhile, experts are wor-
ricd that two of the five IV
cases have hidden them-
sclves. One of them s &
young man deported frormf
Dubai last year.

He hails from the district of
Cox's Bazar.

He has not reported back
since his return. He was ad-
vised not to marry, and
avoid infecting others.

Another young man from
Biswanath upazila in Sylhet
was fount to be a HIV case -
last year. e was on his way
to Saudi Arabia on employ-
ment.

He was slop and given
counselling. He has also not
reporied back.

They may cause havoc by mix-
in% with people suppressing
inlormation that they are
HIV carriers.

The authorities concerned
should find them immedi-
ately in the interest of pub-
lic health, experts add.
~—Mostala Kamal Majumder

Bangladesh Short Film For-
um has announced a five-point
charter of demand aimed at
flourishing better cine-culture
in the country.

The demands were an-
nounced at a discussion meet-
ing held at the Teacher-
Student Centre premises of
the Dhaka University Saturday
aflternoon. In observance of the
fifth founding anniversary of
the forum, a colourful proces-
sion was brought out beforc
the discusston. The proces-
sionisis paraded the city stre-
els carrying placards, festoons
and banners, ‘

- The demands include: Go-

vernment donation for making
artistic. and socially-effective

films, founding national film
centre to facilitale free prac-

Shahabuddin, Khaleda

greet Uruguay

President

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed has felici-

| tated President Luis Alberto

Lacalle of Uruguay on the oc-
casion of the Independence
Day of that country, reports
BSS.

In a message of felicitation,
the Acling President ex-
pressed his best wishes for the
sound hecalth, happiness and
long life of the Uruguay Pre-
sident and for the continued
peace, progress and prosperity
of the people of Uruguay.

In a separate message, Pri

me Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia has also con her sin-
cerc felicitations to President
Luis Alberto Lacalle pn the oc-
casion.

Film education at
varsity level urged

By Staff Correspondent

ticc of hcalthy cine culture,
crcale opportunity for making
16 mm film at the Film
Development Corporation
(FDC), introduce film eduction
at the university level and can-
cellation of Film Societies
Control Act of 1980,

‘Chaired by Manzare Hasin
Murad, President of the
Forum, the discussion at the
TSC, was also addressed,
among others, by DU English
Dcepartment Teacher Profl Si-
rajul Islam Choudhury, film-
maker Niamat All, Bangladesh
Television Producer M Hamid,
short film-makers Morshedul

Islam and Tanweer Mokam-
mel.

CPB call to cast
votes 1n
referendum

By Staff Correspondent

Communist Party of Bang-
ladesh (CPB) has called upon
the people to cast their votes
in fayour of the parliamentary
system in referendum.

The CPB central secretariat
in a statement on Saturda
urged the party workers at all
level and other democratic
forces o launch campaign and
organise volers to cast their
votes on Seplember 15,

The statement said it was
the sacred duty of all 1o uphold
the democratic rights



