Come 1o CHITTAGONG Come 1o

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially invite you to try our Beautifully

prepared and Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUSINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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NEWS BRIEFS

62 rescued from
den of traffickers

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Aug
24: Bangladesh Rifles {HIJ'HJ
busted a den of human trafl
fickers in the town l::r and
rescued 62 peopie, uding
30 children and |15 women, al

kept for smuggling

.. them out of the country. The
 victims were mostly [rom
Comiilla and Brahmanbana dis-
tricts, brought Lhere promis
in India and Pakistan,

KOTALIPARA (Gopalgani),
Aug 24 @ A group of armed

CCCPSU to be dissolved,

MOSCOW, Aug 24: Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev today
resigned as head of -Smriet
Communisl Party and recom-
mended dissolution of its
policy-setting central commi-
ttee, a spokesman said, report
agencies.

Gorbachev ordered the con-
fiscation of all Communist
Party property and banned
party activity in the Armed
Forces and KGB security po-
lice, Soviet television said.

"| do not consider it possi-
ble Lo continue to carry out the
functions of general secretary,”
he said in a statement read on
the Soviet television.

The decision comes three
days after the collapse of a
coup led by hardline members
of the party.

The independent ncws
agency Interfax reported that
Gorbachev quit the post he
had held since March 1985,
when he launched his reform
programme.

During the course ol the
day, Gorbachev had a series of
meelings with advisers includ-

, 1398 BS,

ing Alexander Yakovlev, Yev-
geny Primakov, Georgy Shakh-
nazarov, Vadim Bakatin and
spokesman Vitaly Ignatenko,
said the source who declined
to be identified.

Earlfer, Ignatenko was rea-
ched by telcphone and said he
could neither confirm or deny
the report.

A spokesman for Russian
Fedcration President Boris
Yeltsin said that Gorbachev had
not told Yeltsin about any plans
to quit the party leadership
post.

President Bush, questioned
by reporters at his Maine vaca-
tion retreat, also said he
couldn’t confirm the report.

Asked whether Gorbachev
leaving the party would make a
difference on the question of
economic aid, he said: "What
makes a difference Lo me on
the aid question is the reforms
and how they're going to go
forward.”

The advisers Gorbachev met
with on Saturday are known
reformers, and Yakovlev was
considered the architect of
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oroperty confiscated: Moscow commander fired |

Gorbachev quits as party chief

some key elements of Gor-
bachev's programme during its
first five years.

Yakovlev, hounded by party
conservatives, quit the Com-
munist Party last week. .

Gorbachev has sacked the .

general who commanded Mos-
cow during the coup bid
against him, Nikolai Kalinin,
the reformist daily Komsomol-
skaia Pravda said today.

Kalinin, appointed by the
eighl-man Stale-of-Emergency
Commitlee imposed a curfew
on Moscow and followed in-
structions from the leaders of
the putsch for three days.

Russfan President Yeltsin
on Saturday issued decrees
ordering the seizure - of
Communist Party and KGB
archives in his republic to pre-
vent them [rom being de-
stroyed.

They were the latest in a
series of orders issued by
Yeltsin exerting control over
central organs of Sovicl power
since the coup.

Yeltsin's decrees, transmit-

See Page 12 Col. 3
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Soviet President Gorbachev shakes hand with Russian President Yeltsin after arriving in
the inner office of the Russian Federation building shortly before an informal meeting of the
Russian Congress in Moscow Friday.

—AFP photo

people looted belongings of |
about 100 familics at Pirerbart |

SOFIA. Aug 24: Bulgarian
President

The crisis over the new pay
scale and offlice timings aggra-
vated further on Saturday fol-
lowing clashes between strik-
ing government workers and
police inside the Secretariat.

Police lobbed teargas shells,
fired rubber bullets and re-
sorted to lathicharge to dis-
lnru the siriking weorkers
eaving several persons in-
jured.

Some of the policemen
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Striking government employees back off in the face of police teargas volleys in the

Secretanat Saturday.
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Striking employees, police
clash inside Secretariat

Star Report .
were also injured in the clash,
according 1o an official source.
The striking workers threw
ink-pots, papcrweights, flower
pots and other objects al the
police from the Secretariat
bufldings.

Police arrested 35 employ-
ees from the rally but they
were later released. The em-
ployces who carlier announced
a threc-hour sirike for
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long strike protesting alleged |

police atrocitics. They asked
for withdrawal of police, BDR
and Ansars f[rom the
Secretariat today, failing which
the strike will continue for the
wholc day, they said.

The employees held a rally
in front of the National Press
Club where they announced
the next programme. The pro-
gramme includes blecking the

See Page 12 Col. 3
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Pay hike for employees
WB, IMF seek Govt clarlﬁcatlon

The Wnrlad Bank and the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) have sought that the
government immediately jus-
tify the new wage hike would
not destabilise the country's

| owerall economy.

Zhelev has |

issued a decree setting Oct. 13 |

as the daie for parliamentary
elections and appointed an in-

dependent judge to head the |

pers reporied Saturday, says

AP,
CU classes

CHITTAGONG, Aug 24
Classes of the Chittagong
University resumed today after
10 days ol sirike enforced by
the Islami Chhatra Shibir, re-
ports UNB.

Register Abdur Hashid said
classes and official work re
sumed peaccfully.

Sources in the campus said
the Vice Chancellor did net at-
tend office and the atiendance
of students was thin.

Restdential students who
had left the halls afier bloody
clashes between All-Party
Students Unity (APSU) and
Shibir on August 14 were yet
to return.

Otherwise, they indicated
that future aid to the country
would be allected, highly
placed official sourees told
UNB Saturday .

The sources said both Lhe
World Bank and IMF headquar-
ters yeslerday (Friday) sent

notes to the Finance Ministry

reaciing sharply lo the wage
hike.

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has also expressed
dissatisfaction al the wage
hike.

A visiting ADB delegation
Saturday sough! assurance
during a meeting with a senjor
governmenl oflicial that the
pay hike would not affect the
development budget of the

t, ERD sources said.

The multilateral lending

agencies lermed the wage hike
as a breach of the commitment

given Lo the donors and cxp
i’dy indicated it would aﬂu*t I'u
ture lending operations to
Bangladesh.

Donors have been asking
the government a tlotal wage
freeze until the economy gets a
sound footing

During pre-budget discus
sions, the IMF and the World
Bank agreed o raise the wage
upto a maximum of 20 per
cenl Lhis fiscal but the new
pay-scale gave up lo BO per
cent.

See Page 12 Col. |
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Govt employees
culogise Ershad,
announce revised

programme
By Staff Correspondent

Government employees
have announced a revised ac-
tion programme to press home
their three-point demand in-
cluding a wage hike beyond
the recommendation of the
pay revicw commiltee.

In a press conference at the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday
afternoon the leaders of thc
third and fourth

Sechgnzfrm

Press Note
Govt clarifies
position, urges
employees to
join work

The Government Saturday
has cxpressed hope that its
cmployees would return to
their normal duties and refrain
from aclivities detrimental to
law and order, so that the
people would not suffer due to
their unruly behaviour, reports
[SS.

A Press Nole issued Sa-
turday night said the Govern-
ment hoped that its employees
would attend their respective
duties according to the laws.
Otherwise, the Press Note
warned, the Government wo-
uld be compelled to take lawful
action against them.

The Press Note said the
Government on Lhe demands
of the employees had already
announced Lhe new pay scales,

See Page 12 Col. 7

Police action

condemned

By Staff Correspondent

Different p-ullucll purtlel
organisations con-

demnctr.hlurdny: police ac-
tion inside the secretariat on
governmenl employces agitat-
ing for upward revision of the
just announced pay scale and
change ol office timings.

General Secretary ol Awami
League, Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury, MP, called upon
the government to find out an
honourable solution to the sit-

uation arising out of the
Commission report, throu

Hcgu-m Chowdhury, in a
statemen! expressed here
See Pqe 12Ceol. §

China will adhere to socialism

BEWING, Aug 24 : Com-
mumnist Party Itnd:r Jiang
Zemin has stated clearly that
China intends (o continue ad-
hering to socialism, shunning
the communist world's trend
towards democ , reports
e TRcy po

“The system or lifestyle
practiced- in a country is the
business of the people of that
country themselves, and no
hrﬁln national should nter
fere.” said In comments
published here today in the
Penple's Dadly

“The ideclogy to be adopiled
byar-unnhll-uuptniu
people,” he said. "No country
should impose a certain type of
ideclogy on others.”

The comments,
in a Xinhua news report
carried on Lhe offic party
newspaper's front page, came
as democratic forces appeared
to be ceonsolidating their
power in the Soviet Undon.

Jiang was speaking to
Oeneral saw Maung of Burma,
who used the military o sup-

press a pro-democracy move-

contlained

ment and remain in power.

China s media has portrayed
in a negative light the drastic
changes taking place in the
Soviet Undon following Lhe
fatled military backed coup
against President Mikhail
Gorbachev and the ascension
of reformmer Boris Yeltsin.

The Xinhua news agency
carried a report loday that
quoted a Soviet Communist
Party Central Committee
rotest over “Anti-communisi

teria” in the country,

It cited the cases of the

Central Committee's bullding
being confiscated and the
party (lag being removed as
well as Yeltsin's ban on all
party activity in the Soviet mil-
ftary

In a separate dispatch, it
quoted Gorbachev as saying
that nobody was entitled to
drive soctalism from the coun:
try.

With the changes under way
in Moscow, China's orthodox
keadership a o have be-
come the ruler of the last ma
jor communist nation

PM stresses newer
technology to raise

farm production

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Saturday undcr*
lined the importance of in-
creasing country's agricultural
production to the desired level
through all kinds of risk man-
agement, reports BSS.

Begum Zia said this target
could be achiceved by keeping
coordination of nature, envi-
ronment and human activities.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the national workshop
on “risk management in
Bangladesh agriculture.” The
four-day workshop has been
organised by Ban esh Agri-
culture Rescarch Council
(BARC) at the Internalional
Conference Centre (ICC).

Agriculture Minister Majid-
ul Haq, Agriculture Secretary
KM Rabbani and Executive
Vice President of BARC Dr M
Sujayet Ullah Chowdhury, spo-
ke on the occasfon. Among
others, ministers, representa-

tives of different foreign mis-
sions and intcrnational donor
organisations and agricultural
scientists allended the inaugu-
ral session.

Begum Zia said it was now
imperative to know diflerent
aspects of risk ment,
identify’ Lthe causes of risk and
ugplv appropriate technology
t6 tackle them. 'She under-
scored the need for introduc-
ing a proper research scheme
and ensuring its implementa-
tion to achieve this target.

Describing the nature of
risks in the agricultural sector
Begum Zia said, in 1974, aboul
57 per cent of the country was
inundated by floods in which
three crore people were af-
fected. The most devastating
floods in 1988 inundated 84

pcr cent ol the country and |

E on 16.50 lakh hectares
nd were desiroyed, she

Bo:g'um Zia pointed out that
See Page 12 Col. 1

MOSCOW, Aug 24: The
Ukrainian parliament on
Saturday a resolution
proclaiming Ukrainian inde-

as at the
parliament in Kiev said, re-

ports AFP..
Ukraine is the country's

second most populous republic
after Russia.
Also today, Ukrainian
President Leonid Kravchuk
announced his resignation
from the Central Commitice of
the republic's Communist

See Page 12 Col. §

Silayev to head
new Soviet

government

MOSCOW, Aug 24: Pre-
sident Mikhail Gorbachev
appointed Russian Prime
Minister Ivan Silayev today to
head a new Soviet govern-
ment, a decree read out on
television said, reports Reuter.

He asked the Soviet
Parliament, which. meets on
Monday, to debate a no confi-
dence motion in the govern-
ment of former Prime Minister
Valentin Pavlov, who was ar-
rested aflter last Monday's
abortive coup.

Hasina's call to
vote for 'boat’ in

by-election

From Qur Correspondent

MADARIPUR, Aug 24
Awami League Chiefl Sheikh
Hasina today called upon the
people to vote for 'boat’ in the
Scpltember 11 by-election to
consolidate democracy by
strengthening the opposition
in the Jatiya Sangsad
(Parliament).

She was addressing a by-

election rally in favour of AL
candidate Khan at
Kadambari Bazar of Rajeir

'yes' vote in the September 15
referendum.

She claimed reintroduction
of prliamentary term of gov-
ernment was a success for her
party because the ruling BNP
was compelled to t it
under strong pressure [rom
the opposilion.

Rellering Lhe Indemnity
(Repeal) Bill introduced by AL
in the parliament, Hasina,
who was also opposition leader
in the parliament alleged that
conspiracy was being hatched

See Page 12 Col. 8
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