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50,320 students will appear
under the Rajshahi and
Jessore Boards tively.
The number of male and
female examinees under the

der this Board are 31,450,
9.472, 9.267 and 119 respec-

4,124 private candidates
arc appearing under the
Jessore Board. The Board has
opened 128 centers for hold-
ing the examination.

Meanwhile, the HSC exami-
nation under the Comilla Board

~ Many feared
killed in
minibus plunge
in Rupgan;

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 21: An
unidentified number of people
is feared dead while a minibus
plunged into a roadside ditch
today at Barupa under Rupganj
upazila, about 12 miles away
from here, police said.

Fire sertice rescue team,
which rushed to the spot soon
after the accident rescued one
Ali Abbas from the ill-fated
minibus and the rescue opera-
tion was continuing while writ-

ing the report.

The driver lost control of
the speedy Narshingdi-bound
bus from Naray j and it
plunged into about 12 feet wa-
ter of the ditch.

will begin from September 12.
The examination was shifted to

as the Board had
arrange holding of the post-
SSC examination from

today (Thursday).
Board authorities said ade-
quate security measures have
been taken to resist malprac-

the entrance of people within
200 yards of the examination
centers.

Meanwhile, our Jessore
correspondent adds:
Jessore Board authorities are

- SSC exams
begin today

By Staff Correspondent
School Cer-

tificate (SSC) examinations,
1991, under the Comilla Board

The examinations of the
Dhaka and the Rajshahi Boards
were held in May. Those of the
Comilla and the Jessore Boards
were shifted to June 30 as the
coastal districts under them
were battered by the devastat-
ing cyclone of April 29.

The examinations of the
Comilla Board were however
cancelled again on July 7 due
to the leakage of question pa-
pers.
Chairman of the Comilla
Education Board, Dr Moha-
mmad Abdul Aziz told The
Daily Star on Wednesday that
measures would be taken to
make good the delay faced by
the students appearing under
his Board.

He said that steps would
also be taken to hasten the
publication of the results and
since all the four Boards col-
lectively decide the policy re-
garding admission into the

r seco classes, the
delay faced by students of his
Board could be adjusted.

He said that applications for
admission into higher sec-
ondary classes are usually in-
vited one month after the pub-
lication of SSC results.

Another option will be to
request the colleges to keep
some seats reserved for stu-
dents of the Comilla Board, he
said
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He said all the steps that
been taken to ensure free,
fair and impartial polls during

the last general elections

the government had already
given written instructions to
the Deputy Commissioners,
Upazila Nirbahi Officers and
all heads of local governments
regarding the referendum.
Those instructions had also
been sent to the wupazila
chairmen, mayors and ward
commissioners of municipal
corporations and chairmen
and members of union
parishads, he added.

They have also been in-
structed to extend all help and
cooperation to the members of
law-enforcing agencies

Justice Shahabuddin said if
there was any breach of peace
and discipline or if miscreants
tried to foil the referendum,
the local government institu-
tions in the respective areas
would be dissolved on charges

of negligence to duty.
The Acting President said,

apart from the dep nt of
the members of lawlomfnfurctng
agencies in each of the polling
centres, an army unit with a
magistrate would remain alert
in most of the district head-
quarters including canton-
ments on the day of referen-
dum.

In the event of any breach
of peace and order in any
place, the army unit will rush
there and restore peace and
order with iron hand, he said
adding, if voting was disturbed
in any centre there will be re-

pﬂzytnﬂmmnmtuth:
next ;

The Acting
called his June 5 address to
the nation over radio and tele-

Shahabuddin

vision in which he had called
for putting allout .efforts for
completing the five-year term
of the present Jatiya Sangsad
in the interest of political sta-
bility.

He said he had also cau-
tioned against the strong dif-
ference of opinions among the
political parties particularly
about the form of government
which stood against the stabil-
ity besides the delay in relin-
quishing his present office of
the Acting President.

"Following that speech, po-
litical parties, particularly the
two major political parties,
reached a consensus and
passed unanimously the

- Constitution 12th Amendment

Bill during the budget session
of the Jatlya Sangsad,” he said.

Justice Shahabuddin said in
this bill it was decided to re-
vert to the parliamentary form
of government from the presi-
dential system. He said under
the parliamentary system the
Council of Ministers nay the
Prime Minister will exercise
the executive power of the
state and for all their work
they would be responsible to
the Jatiya Sangsad.

The Acting President said
when the Constitution 12th
Amendment  Bill was pre-
sented before him for his
assent he sent it to the
Election Commission for ref-
erendum in accordance with
Article 142 of the Constitution.

He - described
coming referendum as a ve
significant event in our nE
tional life and said the verdict
of the people would be the fi-
nal decision.

The Acting President said
the nation had passed the first
step towards transition to
democracy through the hold-
ing of the historic February 27
elections and then overcame
the second phase through the
formation of the Council of
Ministers with the support

from the Members of
Parliament. This Council of
Ministers was all powers
and responsibilities under the

provisions of the present
Lonstitution.

The
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patient deprived of treatment.
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KOTALIPARA (Gopalganj),
Aug 21: Awami League
President and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Shei-
kh Hasina today called upon
the people to vote in the
coming September 156 refer-
endum for parliamentary form
of government, Reports UNB.

Addressing a number of
public meetings in Kotalipara
upazila, Hasina said the Awami
League had been struggling for
establishing parliamentary
democracy so that none could
snatch people's rights and im-
pose autocracy again.

The passage of the 12th
Constitution Amendment Bill
seeking return to parliamen-
tary system, was the victory of
the people as well as of Awami

League's uncompromising
- , she said.

¢ meetings were also ad-
dressed, among others, by
District Awami Léague Pre-
sident Mohammad Ali Khan
(Abu Mia), General Secretary
Sheikh Md Abdullah and Kazi
Akramuddin Ahmed.

The Awami League Pre-
sident said the constitutional
rights of the minority
community will be upheld at
any cost. Any attempts to fan.
communalism will not be tol-
erated, she warned.

Hasina cnriticised the BNP
government for its failure to
fulfil its pre-election eommit-
ment to solve various socio-
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NO OTHER WAY TO MOVE : With the out-patient department of the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) closed due a strike by nurses and employees yesterday, a boy carries out a

—Star photo

Hasina’s call to cast Yes’
vote in referendum

economic problems facing the
p'_an&h.
the Awami

to campus unrest,

chief alleged
that an iden group has
been ting terrorism in
the Chittagong University un-
der what she called govern-
ment patronage.

She said the problem in the
Chittagong University could
have been be settlied much
carlier if the government had
been sincere.

Sheikh Shahid's
bail petitions
rejected
The two separate bail peti-
tions of former minister
Sheikh Shahidul Islam was re-
jected Wednesday by a Division
Bench of the High Court, re-
ports BSS. _

The Bench comprised Jus-

tice Anwarul Hugq Chowdhury

and Justice Muhammad Abdul
Mannan.

Bangladeshis safe
in Soviet Union
All Bangladeshis in Soviet

Union are safe, according to a
message received from

Bangladesh embassy in Moscow,
reports BSS.
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| supporters of

BNP rank and

file urged to
make referendum

a SuUccess

The Central Committee of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) Wednesday called upon
the rapk and file of the at
all levels to make the referen-
dum of September 15 a suc-
cess, reports BSS.

According to a BNP press
release here last night, the
party requested all the Jeaders
and workers of its front organ-
isations tnc the Chhatra
Dal, Juba Dal, Sramik Dal,
Mabhila Dal, Sechchhasebok Dal
and Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha to
effective measures to hold ral-
lies and out
in favour of the referendum.

The party directed the dis-
trict, upazila, union and village
level commitices of the organ-
isation to hold meetings im-

jancdiately and take necessary

measures in this regard.
20 injured in
Khulna clash

KHULNA, Aug 21: At least 20
in a clash

students were injured
Wednesday night between

Chha-
tra Dal ICD) and the Islami
Chhatra Shibir over student

union election of the the Poly-

technic Institute, scheduled for

September 15, reports UNB.
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why the coup leaders would
travel to the capital of Kirgizia,
2,100 miles (3,380 kilome-
ters) southeast of Moscow in
Central Asia.

Sources at the airport told
the Associated Press that only
KGB chiefl Vladimir Kryuchkov
was on a plane, which they
said was headed to the Crimea.
He reportedly was accompa-
nied by Communist Party No. 2
leader Viadimir Ivashko.

The discrepancies could
not immediately be clarified.

A dclegation of European
ambassadors and top diplo-
mats, including the US charge
d'affaires, assembled alL a
Moscow airpart in hope of fly-
ing to the Crimea 0 meet with
Gorbachev, who was at his va-
cation home in the south when
he was overthrown on Monday.

A rcport said Soviet Federal
Parliament Speaker Anatoly
Lukyanov today flew to the
Cremia for a mecling with
Gorbachey.

This was announced at a
conference of parliamentary
commitlee leaders, which was
held by Ivan Laptlev and Ralfik
Nishanov, chairmen of the
Supreme Soviet legislature's
two housecs.

Parliament's presidium is to
mect tomeorrow o consider
the situation in the country.

Failure of the coup could
deal a [atal blow to any orga-
nized, high-level effort to
thwart reform drives.

Despité the show of force,
the coup leaders had been un-
able to dislodge Yeltsin from

the Russian Parliament, where

he rallied the opposition.
Neither were they able to en-
force the curfew or prevent
nationwide demonstrations.

The state of emergency was
declared Monday after hard-
line elements in the military
and Communist Parly ousted
Gorbacthev, declaring he was
ill. Few believed it.

On Tuesday, hundreds of
thousands of people demon-
straled against the coup in
Moscow, Leningrad, Kishiniev
and other cities; and coal min-
ers went on sirike in Siberia.

A six-hour nighttime curfew
imposed in Moscow has been
lifted, the military commander

Stock prices
jump at news
of coup collapse

NEW YORK, Aug 21: Stock
prices jumped dramatically
Wednesday moming following
reports the military coup in
the Soviet Union had col-
lapsed, reports AP.

The Dow Jones average of
30 industrials jumped 41.59
points to 2,9565.28 at 10.30 am
EDT (1430 GMT) in the first
hour of trading. -

The Dow quickly rose more
than 50 points after the open-
ing bell, t ring a so-called
circuit br r designed to
limit compuiterised trading.

- The Dow's gain, if sus-
tained, would nearly erase
Monday's 70-point drop that
followed word of Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev's

ouster.

iCoup collapses: Gorbachev back

in the Soviel capital said today,
the unofficial Inlerfax news
agcency reported.

The curfew was announced
Tuesday for Moscow and cer-
tain other parts of the country
by the State of Emergency
Committee which ousted
Gorbachev the previous day.
Editorial on page 4
Related stories on pages 5 and 6

Ban on press
From Page 1 Col. 8

Communist press, Tass re-
ported.

The Union of Soviet
Journalists faxed a strong anti-
coup appeal to journalists, ask-
ing all journalists to "report
only the truth.”

Despite Monday's ban on
newspapers, independent pub-
lications continued printing to
get out their message opposing
the coup. They cranked up fax
machines, photocopiers and
computers to print makeshift
newspapers that were dis-
tributed at demonstrations and
pasted on walls.

. A Western shortwave station
reported Thursday that a new
round newspaper called
Obshaya Gazeta Common
Newspaper] would be pub-
lished Wednesday by several
liberal newspapers that have
been shut down.

After "Vremya" announced
Tuesday evening that a curfew
would be instated in Moscow
from 11 p.m. to 56 a.m., the
state news agency Tass im-

mediately informed sub-

. scribers that it would discon-

tinue service until the follow-

ing morning.

i

the law-enfo agencies
could not do in this
regard. |

Parllamentary Committee

to find out ways to set-
problems of the educa-
institutions also failed to
prompt and effective

The DUEAC referred to the
commitment of the Vice-
Chancellor Prof Moniruzzaman
Miah that the university would
within a couple of

the commit-

government had given sympa-
thetic consideration to the
various problems of the -
cmnm':dt officers and em -
ees at different levels, particu-
larly those at the lower pay
levels and announced new pay
scales Tuesday, August 20,
1991,

timings and formation of a
committee for
in the way of promo-
tion of the employees.
press note added.

The press
new pay scales had been fixed
after giving due consideration
to the income of the low
employees, overall eco

2

i

condition of the country and
economic of the gov-
emnment. It may mentioned

of 10 am to 5
pm from Saturday to
Wednesday for the district

increased salary
lowances, change of office tim-
ings and removal of complexi-

ties in the way of promotion.
During this time, the govern-
ment was quite aware of the
problems of the employees and
as it was considering to take’
effective Ittgl on an emer-
gency basis for these
problems it did not took any
action against though
office work was hampered and
people were harasbed due to
meectings and rallies by the
employees.
The
the hope that all concerned
would led constructive
attitude and would not allow
any sort of _lrndla-n}pllnn in the
greater interest of the nation
and the people in marching

towards new way of democracy
and maintaining economic and
social discipline. Otherwise,
the press note said, the .
ernment would be compe

. to take action under the exist-

ing rules and regulations.

From Page 1 Col. 7

CTK news agency, Pankin and
consul Alexander Lebedev
telephoned early Wednesday
and distanced themselves from
the ‘barbaric deeds, which the
Committee’ for the State of
Emergency is committing
against the Soviet population’.

CTK reported that Panking

Editor : 8. M. Al
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and Lebedev said they consider
| themselves "representatives of

— ] the legally and constitutionally

clected leadership headed by
President Gorbachev."

| Army action condemmed
Britain, France and Japan
on Wednesday condemned the
overnight use of force by the
| new Soviet leadershifp that left

at least two people dead in
Moscow. One Soviet ambas-
sador called the coup ‘a fatal
mistake.’

British Foreign Secretary
Douglas Hurd told the British
Broadcasting Corporation the
Ii:lllllingn were 'wicked and fu-
tile’,

At least two people were
killed early Wednesday when
opponents of Monday's coup
trapped an armoured column
in an underpass and soldiers
opened fire. |

A British Foreign Office
statement criticised the Soviet
armed forces' action that re-
sulted in the deaths but ex-
pressed relief that neither the
Russian Parliament building in

Moscow nor Russian President
Boris Yeltsin had been at-
tacked.

"We condemn the violence
and grieve for the victims,” a

French Foreign Ministry
spokesman said, :
Japanese government

spokesman Misoji Sakamoto
told a Tokyo news conference,
"Our country strongly con-
demns this action, and de-
mands an immediate halt to it
and strong restrictions of such
actions.”

He called the coup "a fatal
mistake on Yanayev's part.”

"I'd like to appeal .to
Yanyaev and call on him-to un-
derstand”. |

The leaders of Russian and

| West heartened over failure of coup

the three Balttc republics
readied plans to set up -
ments-in-exile in case are
toppled by the hard-liners.
Estonian Foreign Minister
Lennart Mari confirmed his
republic's plans in Stockholm

on Tuesday.

rnment expressed |

, lkeft at 7:19 pm (1619 GMT) from
pﬂmmrﬁquc:l'fnh.l
Russian Dclence Minisicr Konstantin Kobets. The

BELGRADE, Aug 21: Yugoslavia's
sumed talks Wednesday on the future of their

o

Balkan lederation, as mortar fire continued to rock a city in

the rebel republic of Croatia.

rs from Y

Negotiations presidents and
m-.mmm-:uumﬂ

federal presidency resumed Wednesday on  how the gov-
emnmment can function until an agreement on the country's

future structure is reached, Lhe

-Tun nNcws agency

Tanjug reporied Wednesday. Infumuumm

ued in Croatia, reports AP.

Five killed in Baramulla shootout

' SRINAGAR, Aug 21: Indtan
today in the Kashmir town of Baramulla

ftants traded gun

forces and Muslimn mifl-

leaving five dead. The casualtics included two soldiers of the

paramilitary

stated while noting that
‘adverse’ overall or macro-
economic imbalances and seri-
ous deterioration in fiscal
deficit would result from the

new By hikes.
B said in its statement
that the

constitute 59 per cent of the
total current e

4

ing the pay hike in fiscal 1991-

92. When the increased al-
given cflects
to in 1992-93, the additional

of pay and allowances up
further. Quite clearly ft be
beyond the Bgzﬂrnmtnt‘l
. means to pay, said.
According to BEA, the ad-
ditional pay increases are not
stified the rise in cost of
ng index. Between 1985

and 990, the pay of
different employ-
ees increased by 130 per ecent,
137 per cent and 101 per

respectively but the consumier
price index rose by 77 per
cent, an average an-
nual rate of 9.8 per cent, it
said. -
BEA feared that the work-
ers of public sector mills and
factories would now demand

Central Reserve Police Force, two militants and

In its reaction, MCCI said, if
the contingency provision of
Taka 600 crore in the revenue
for 1991-92 was

essential element in the eco-

nomic strategies of many
countries w suceeeded in
generating increasing sur-

scales,
the ratio between the pay of
the lowest category of govern-
ment employees and the per
capita national income would

* FromPage 1 Col. 7
by Mottaleb Khan, Syed
| Md Shah Alam and
Mujibul Haque.

Speakers at the rally de-
manded implementation of the
report of the national Pay
Commission constituted in
1989. They also demanded

in office timings and

change
declared that the movement

would continue till the de-
m‘l"l(:: were met.

Commission rt
Impll:n:::l{ltiun and ﬂhamn:‘.l.;lg
of  Office Timings Action
Committee held a protest rally
in front of the National Press
Club Wednesday

The leaders of the
Committee declared that the
work stoppage by the employ-
ees would continue till today
(Thursday) and a fresh pro-

| gramme would be announced if

the demands were not met.

-Presided over by * Mir
Humayun, the rally was ad-
dressed by Salauddin Selim,
Shahadat Hossain Shahid,
Abdul Mannan, Azizul Haque
and others.

Bangladesh Government
Employees Coordinating Coun-
cil also rejected the new pay
scale and office time schedule.

The Council held a protest
rally in front of the National
Press Club. Mir Humayun
Kabir, President of the Coun-
cil, said that the new scale
did not meet their demands,
so they would continue the
movement.

Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP) organised a
rally Wednesday afternoon at
the Shapla Chattar in
Motijheel. |

SKOP leaders said that
the new pay scale was not ac-
ceptable since the minimum

basic pay of Taka 900 was not
consistent with the present
cost of living,

Employees at different gov-
ernment offices and estab-
lishments in the city also ob-

Govt employees

Wednesday. — ltﬂ_PP-!;E
Employeés of the PG Hos-
pital, Radio Bangladesh, BCS
e e yhndbingg e or e
um, A
Audit and Accounts , T &T ,
Dhaka City Corporation and,.
others also held rallies in

The President and Sec-
retary Gerieral of Bangladesh
Teachers Association, Al-haj
Sheikh Amanullah and Al-haj
Mohammad Azizul Huq Shah
expressed their re-
sentment and sorrow for
not including the teachers of
private schools, colleges and
madrashas in the announce-
ment of the new national pay

In a statement, they
the government to ann®unce
the inclusion of teachers of
private educational institutions
in the new pay scale, |

New pay scales
From Page 1 Col. 2
ment employees particularly of

those in the low i{ncome

nt said
the financial condition of tja
vernment had been s
cted in the budget of the
current fiscal year, ;
Almost the entire amount of
the revenue is spent for edu-
cation, defence, health and
other sectors including the
salary of the government offi-
cers and employees and al-

lowances of the teachers of
non-government education




