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MOSCOW, Aug 21 : Russian
nt Boris Yeltsin has
over command of all
Soviet Armed Forces inside
Russia, a Presidential state-
ment issucd here said, rcports
AFP,

"l am taking over command
of the Sovict Armed Forces in
Russian territory from 5 pm
local time (1400 GMT) on
August 20, until the activity of
the constitutional bodies and
institutions of state power is

fully restored,” Yeltsin said in a

decree.

"My f[ull control over the
Soviet Armed Forces on
Russian territory will end
when the President of the
Soviet Union resumes his [unc-
tions or a ncw constitutional
body is set up to Icad the
Armed Forces,” Yeltsin said.

He said that "all Sovict mili-
tary detachments and KGB
troops in Russia must
stay in their usual bases”.

All forces currently away
from their usual deployment
sites must return to base, the
statement said.

Defence Minister Dmitri
Yazov took part in the coup
that toppled Soviet President

Mikhail Gorbachev, and so all’

orders he has issued since
t 18 were superceded,

Yeltsin said.

International;.

Pavlov ill, replaced : Latvian PM arrested
Yeltsin takes over command of all

Soviet Armed Forces in Russia

an earlier decree
Tundny. Yeltsin named a
Defence Minister for the re-
ublic, Konstantin Kobetz, who
served as Chairman of the
State Committee for the

Defence of the Russian
Federation.

Reuter [rom Washington
adds : Boris Yeltsin told ABC
television on Tuesday he be-
lieved his telcphone contacts
with US President George
Bush and British Prime
Minister John had dis-
suaded communist hardliners
from mounting a tank attack

_against his stronghold.

The US nctwork quoted the
Russian Federation President
as saying : "don't write any
obituaries about us, we're not
dead yet.”

Yeltsin gave the brief inter-
view from his Headquarters in
the beleagucred Russian

Parliament building in Moscow

on Tucsday morning. "We are
not lecaving the battleficld,”
Yeltsin said, according to the
nctwork.

ADC quoted a source inside
the Russian Federation build-
ing, which is guarded by thou-
sands of Yeltsin's supporters,
as saying some passages in the
building had been mined in an-
ticipation of an attack.

Another report says : Soviet
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MOSCOW — The Soviet resistance leader and Russian President Boris Yeltsin greeting
thousands of his supporters of defiance against the Emergency State Committee.

Prime Minister Valentin Paviov
has fallen 1ll and was replaced
Tuesday, by his first deputy
Vitaly Doguzhiev, Soviet
Television reported.

The report said Pavlov suf-

fcred a malaise caused by high
blood- pressure on Monday but
was able to chair a government
mecting Monday evening.
Since then his condition
had worscned and he had been

forced to take to his bed, ac-
cording to a communique read

on .
Doguzhiev had been asked

to take over as Prime Minister

!nntmxpuruympndty it said.

Earlier, Tuesday Soviet
Foreign Minister Me:l.ndtr
Bessmertnykh was also re-
ported to be sick.

Bessmertnykh, 57, was in
his office on Monday and ar-
rived for work on this morn-
ing, but then left, saying hl:
would be away for two days,
E‘:‘l:cign Ministry lpﬂhumln

AP reports : Soviet troops
arrested Latvian Prime
Minister lvars Godmanis after
surrounding the government
center in Latvia and ordered
its defenders to lay down their
arms or be killed, according to

a Latvian spokesman in
Stockholni said.

AFP further says : The Head
of the KGB secret police in the
Soviet Central Asian Republic
of Kirghizia has asked "to go
into early retirement,” accord-
ing to the official Soviet news

agency Tass.

Tass uoted from a
Kirghizia oflicial decree reliev-

ing General Djumabek
Asanklov of his duties.

No reasons were given f[or
the decision or links suggested
lo the ouster of Pregident
Mikhail Gorbachev.

WHO receives no request
to examine Gorbachev

GENEVA, Aug 21:
World Health Organisation
(WHO) said on Tucsday it had
received to request to examine
Mikhail Gorbachev to verily
whether he is in fact in poor
health but added. it would be
unable to act on a request from
Russia alone.

Russia leader Boris Yeltsin
is asking for an international
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Blackout in

Moscow city

MOSCOW, Awg 21
Moscow's siree tl“l‘!!l‘ll out
abruptly early . plunging
_?ﬂq into darkness, reports

o
Iy

Short aflterwards, an
unidenti ofliclal at the
Russian Parllament, where op-
ﬁnﬂ of the Soviel coup

thered to back Russian
Borts Tehltn. called

on supporicrs to “prepare

yourselves, something |
hhnppmhlﬂnin“rt::.ﬂnl

CEREEERY

on Indian envoy

or o Romania was wounded

India’'s

assassination atiempt on Tue
shot dead onc of his attackers
Rewter.,

in Bucharest said, rcports

The

team ol medical doctors to ex-
amine Gorbachev to check on
claims by the hardliners who
led the coup that they de-
posed the Sovict lcader be-
cause he was unwell.

"We have not reccived any
formal or informal request
from the Soviet Union,” WHO
spokesman Thomas Netter
told Reutcers.

In any case, he said, the UN

would not be able to act
on a request from the Russian
Republic.

"Russia is nol a member

state. of the WHO. We npcmb.-

Wo"uh. mntn-elﬂbc r ll:l.

us
for action on their own tcrrnr
iIsm,” he said.

In addition to the Soviet
Union, the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic and the
Byclorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic are formally also
members of the WHO and
other UN bodies. No t
regarding Gorbachev has
received from them either.

“If we get a request, we will
consider it. | can’'t say what
we'd do,” Netter said.

in Bucharest:

and anti-lerrorist troops
wounded two more, police

“The terrorist wanted to kill the Ambassador. One terrorist

was shot decad and two olhcrs were wounded.

are now

under arrest. The fourth allacker managed to run away but he
has little chance of cscape,” police colonel Gheorghe Preda
said.

seals without a A

~ Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong

stale-owned H-ln‘lpor:
Iul weck called a snap

clection for August 31, more than two years carlier
. All nominations for MParllamentary seats were

due at noon 0400 GMT) on Wednesday.

troops oul of Afghanistan, rcports Reuter.
Teheran's leaders are now worried that his overthrow may

thetr improved relations with Moscow and send a

Frag hﬁ)
Deng, 87 today, still stalks politics

EC summit on Soviet crisis: m
Europcan Communily summit on the crisis in the Soviet
Union planned for Friday will take place in the Hague, a
Netherland's Forcign Ministry spokesman in Amsterdam said
on Tucsday, reports Reuter.

He said it would begin at 4 P.M (1400 GMT).

EC Forrvign
scssion 1o consider a
on Monday of President Mikhatl Gorbachev by Kremilin
liners.

The ministcrs demanded his reinstatement and sus-
pended over one billion dollars’ worth of add to Moscow.

,{,

response o the overthrow
hard-

Minister met in the Hague on Tuesday in

(' Gorbachev's |

blunder

PARIS, Aug 21: Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev
blundered by leaving Moscow
for a Black Sea holiday at times
of tension, former Soviet
Foreign Minister Eduard
Shevardnadze said on Tuesday,
reports Reuter. -

A Hardline Emergency

| Committee setzed power while

Gorbachev was awa
was reported held at his holi-
day retreat in the Crimea.

‘I think the fact that he left
Moscow, he left his post was a
mistake, a big mistake,”

Shcevardnadze told French
television TF-1 in an interview
from Moscow.

"l must say that in his place,
in such a complex situation, in
such difficult soctal and politi-
cal circumstances, | would not
have gone on holiday, | would
not have left the capital,” he
said.

Shevardnadze warnmed of the

liners when he resigned
December.

j’.lﬂdh{!‘

Govt under fire for failing to

capture Rajiv's killers alive

NEW DELII, Aug 21: The
government and pnltcc camec
undcr firc Wednesday for fail-
ing to capture alive the Sri
Lankan militant who allegedly
masicrmindcd the assassina-
tion of former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, reports AP.

The onc-cyed Tamil mili-
lant known as Sivarasan-shol
himsell in the head Tucsday as
police closed in on his hideout
in a quict south Indian village.

Six other militants swal-
lowed cyanide capsules that
killed them within minutes,
police said.

The suicide set back hopes
of uncovering the role of
Sivarasan's organization, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eclam.

The Tigers, who denifed iIn-
volvement in Gandhi's slaying
arc engaged in a deadly 8-year

| struggle for Tamil Indepen

dence Iin neighboring Sri
Lanka where ethnic Sinhalese
predominate. An estimated
19,000 pcople have died In
that conflict.

BEIWING, Aug
Xiakoping turns HT T'hurndly
but the occasion will pass un-
noticed by the vast majority of
Chincse as the retired patri-
drch celcbrates quictly with
his immediate family, reports
AFP.

Despite maintaining the

lowest of proflles, there is lit-
tle doubt amo obscrvers
here that Deng. has heid

no official office since March
1990, conlinues Lo cxert a
strong influcnce on China's al-
fairs — a supposition borne out
by recent decisions announced
by the Chinese leadership.

Virtually no information is
available regarding the activi-
ties or health of Deng whose
last public appearance was
more than six months ago
when state tclevision showed
him talking to aged party
cadres in Shanghal at Chinese
NEwW year.

However, one of his sons,

Deng Pufang, recently declared
that his father is in very good

Deng m-.n ping himsell
sccms uu-ﬂcd with his
health, having stated his In-
iention of being in Hong Kong

when the Dritish Colony

veris lo Chinese rule in IWT
A pho ph taken by onc

of his daughters — the painter

Opposition politiclans in
the Indian Parliament ques-
tioned whether police mis-
handled the raid on Sivarasan's
hideout.

"The’ government has bun-
gled the entire issue,” Madan
Lal Khurana, of the nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party, was
quoted as saying by Press Trust
of India.

Khurana accused the gov-
ernment of the covering up
sccurity lapscs preceding
Gandhi's assassination, the

rcported.

Gandhi was killed at an
election rally May 21 in
Sripcrumbudur ncar Madras in
south India by a suicide bomb
strapped to the waist of a

gyoung Sri Lankan woman. She,

Gandhi and 16 others died in
the explosion.

Stvarasan, 28, rcportedly a
top intclligence officer of the
Tamil Tigers, was pho-
tographed at the meeting by a
camcraman who also was
killed in the blast. Sivarasan
was posing as a journalist and

Deng Lin — in late July,

showed a smiling Deng
Xiaoping relaxing on the
verandah of his villa in

BEIDAIHE (China): an Chlmu ludor Deng
Xiaoping uluunlﬂnmddorm‘ldlﬂhih--

Phﬂﬂw‘ﬁ'dbvﬁlmﬂtﬂl

is the most recent p
celebrates his 87th birthday

n July 20, 1991. This

aph released of Deng, who
(Thursday).

— AFP/UNB pheoto

was piclured standing next to
the suicide bomber.

Sivarasan and a 22-year-old
woman accomplice named
Subha, who was among the
suicide victims, had cluded the
biggest manhunt in India's his-
tory for 90 days.

During the search, police
stumbled across a huge sup-

. port network of arms factories

and supply lines for the Tamil
militants based in northern Sri
Lanka, 25 miles (40 kilome-
ters) across the Palk Straits.

Acting on a tip, police put
the hideout in Konanakunta,
12 miles (20 kilometers)
south of Bangalore, under
nurwnﬂ: on Sunday
even

By nday evening, hun-
dreds, of police surrounding

the single-story brick house
exchanged gunfire with the

militants, But it was another
11 hours before police com-

mandos stormed the building
to find everyone dead by suli-
cide.

Betidathe — the coastal resort

favourced by top Chinese lead- |

ers. The phutu showed Lhe
Chincsc leader looking tanned
but also rather pulfly, which
some observers put down to
the ecflects of medication.
Deng Pulang also said his [a-
ther closcly [ollowed current
events and was kept well in-
formed of the catastrophic
floods that hit China this
summer, and had made a con-
tribution to those aflected.

While Deng Xiaoping no
longer attends major ’rolicy
mectings, his shadow looms
large wherever decision-mak-
ers gather. The leadership,
worried above all clse about
stability in the country, has on
occasion announced personnel

changes that would appear to
bear Deng's stamp.

Most notable was the pro-
motion to the vice-premier-
ship in April of Zhu Rongji, the
former Mayor of Shanghai and
a pragmatic reformer favoured

M'Dﬂi-

The promotion could, one
day, provide the stepping
stone that sees Zhu replace

premier Lipeng, a deeply un-

popular re in China who is
not as one of Dengs’ i

e :

Li has been a belated and
lukewarm supporter of the
open-door and is held
by many to be respon-

sible for the crushing to the
pro-democracy movemen! in
June 1989,

Israel starts expanding Jewish enclave in WB

JERUSALEM, Aug 21: lsracl
began a Jewish en-
clave in the West Bank city of
Hebron on Wednesday

llﬂlrlll Jewish sctile-
ing in the occupied
l'.trrll.uﬂﬂ including the
Hebron sctilement's cxpan-
sion.

Delfence Minisiry spo-
kesman Dan Naveh confirmed
Isracli reports that tratlers
:n::'du moved o Lhe sile,

t it was
housing in a mﬂ
religious sc students.

Isracll reports said that
four mobile homes were

moved Wednesday moming to
the site next to the Jewish

quarter and inside Hebron's

Scttler leader
D’:::" director of Shavel
I Seminary, said
would house somec of
mmmh
ing at nearby Beft

The duhdllrhmn
lchd-:lnqmﬂd-l_i
access (o the

journalists

i
%
S‘

Hebron, a cf o Joews,
Mosicma and Christians as the
burial sitc of the biblical patri-
arches Abraham, lsaac and
Jacob, is a of ten-
sfons of the 44-month
Palestinian uprising against
Isracll rule In the occupied
lerrilories.

in all more than 80,000
Palestinfans and about 500
Jews live in the mountainous
city, about 25 miles (50 kilo-
meters ) south of Jerusalem.

lsracl capturced the West
Bank and Gaza Strip in the
1967 Middic East War. -
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Galileo mission to
Jupiter fails

PASADENA (California) :

An attempt to free a

tenna plaguing the 1.5 billion dollar mission of the US space-
crafl Galileo to the planct Jupiter has failed, a spokesman of

the NASA space agency said on
Mission officials are concerned

» rcporis Reuter.
antenna problem

could prevent Galileo I'rmnu:ndlngh-cl:muehol'ﬂtdlul
will collect when it flies past Jupiter, the solar system's
biggest planet, in December 1995.

Space engincers sentl a stream of radio signals 150 million

miles (240 million km) to Galileo to
t for 50 hnurlhllmhtnmnlrﬁl ;

away from direct sunligh

point the

of the antenna stuck in their stowed position.
But the manocuvre, which also included turning off some

of the spacecrall's electrical

power (o help the process, did

not lcad to numcicnlmﬂinglml the rclease of the antenna,
said James Wilson of the National Acronautics and Space

Administration.

Another attcmpt to cool the s

which works roughly

‘s main antenna,

like an inverted umbrella, will be made

in December when Galileo is further from the sun.

Galilco will

pass the asteroid gaspra on October 29. That

will be the first encounter between and asleroid and a space-
craft, but the main antenna will not be needed then.

Galilco, launched from a space
flying at 41,500 MPll (66,400 KPH).

February 1990.

shuttle in October 1989, is
It passed Venus in
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MOSCOW: A woman applauds a speaker, August 20, in
front of the Russian Parliament building, biting a poster

reading "No to the Communist Junta®.

— AFP/UNB photo

A tragedy indeed

DHARMAPURI :

A girl's act ol marrying a youth of her own

choice without the knowledge of her parcnts has led to a
heart-rending tragedy as her parents and four siblings, in-
cluding a three-year-old girl, drowned themsclives in the river
Cauvery, 12 kms lrom llogenakal in Dharmapuri district in

Tamil Nadu, reports PTI.

The bodics of the six were recovered by her father's

brother Monday night
The lather, P. Durais

. aged 45, working in the south-

ern raflway as a blacksmith in Salem junction, and residing at

Sooramagalam near Salem with his family, had four dau

ghiers

and onc son. The cldest daughter, aged 16, fell in love with a

youth, aged 25, living in the same strecet, and on Au

gust 7

eloped with him and married him without her parcnts’

knowledge.

On lcarning this, Duraiswamy was heart-broken, He ap-

plied for two days'

leave and without informing his ntighhuurl

lt-l‘t for llogenakal with his wife and their other four children
— three girls and a boy — aged between three and 13.

On Augusl 9 Duraiswamy

sent a letter to his su
cer informing him of his decision to commit suic
circumstances lcading to this.

rior offi-
¢ and the

It is said he travelled in a boat with his wilfe and children

and afier getling down in a lonchy

place tied himscil along

with others with a dhoti and sarce and jumped into the river.

Following a hectic scarch

by his brother, the bodics of the

six were found in a decomposed state on the river bank near
Chengambadi Attur village within the Eriyur PMolice Station
limits in Dharmapuri district last night.
Alter post-mortem, the bodics were cremated Tuesday.
Police have registered a case and arc further investigating.

Tribunal to probe
attack on Benazir's
motorcade

KARACHI, Aug 21
Pakistani authoritics appointed
a tribunal on Tucsday Lo In-
quire into a woeekend atlack on
a motorcade ol opposition
leader Benazir Bhulto, reports
Reuter.

A Sind provinee govern-
ment announcement said the
tribunal, hcaded by a provincial
High Court judge, would sub-
mit its report within 30 days.

Earlicr on Tuesday, Bhutto
safd bullcets would not stop hes
protesis.

The bullets will not silenoe
the wolce of disscent, she Wwid
rcporters after untdentificd
gunmen fired three shois al
the vehicle of a senior member
of her Pakistan e 's Party,
Aftzaz Ahsan In rachi on
Monday night.

Bhutto came under attack
on Saturday when her molor-
cade was stoned and shots
were fired when she drowe
t a n.rt ol Karach! nom-

by her pelitical foes tn
the Mohajir Qanmi Movement

Focus on Soviet Union Page 8

Ishaq Khan as Prime
Minister last August on dis-
puted charges of misrule, sald

such incidents had increased




