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= Dhaka Day by Day
More than Service with a Smile

- by Fayza Haq

who has gone into airline ticked issuing work

When young men talk about marrying air-
hostesses, lelephone operators or personal
secretaries, the lamily loses its ap u'h: for

three days in a row. It Il really unfnlr how Dha-
M sogicty ollen looks down at these struggling
men, and expect every career woman to be
a/teacher, doctor or an engincer.
When you look decp into the lives of the
personal seeretaries or ticketing agents or

even the ﬂr-hnnl.:lan:dym rcalise that many of
them hl\"t lu face endless domestic problems

wnrldng Carcer persons.

and remaf
are not nu:unlrll{ mpty-headed flibberti-
yhhntl peop n: lhem to be. They
more than pretty ng faces.
‘Ihlu: ahanara, fur inslance, aged 44, who is
a personal assistanl working from nine to six at
one ul" the largest firms in Dhaka. She reads
m p-n sible magazine, nr.-w:papcr and novcl
her h-nndl on.
She has read
mas-
ters through
translations,
fally Fren-
and Russian
novelists. She
is extremely |
politically awa-

re and never
misses a BIBC
or VOA news

bulletin if she
can help ft,

wh-en there
are political
heavals in

E: city.

~ She not only
reads but tends
to a vast gardcn
with a varic tr : --.::;l._:
of flowers and s
ferns. She kee-. o R
ps her house,
s ng and b o 4
5 d“ Pl tc P ;
her Ilmltcd in-
come and ten-
ds to her three
children. Aller
work, she com-
es and cooks
the meal heav-
en knows whe-
re she gets the

il
[ = el e — e s 1

and foreign rission jobs, before she

cenlly accepted the personal secretary's wo “.
She does not spend her time in flirting or ro-
mancing on thr: telephone, or even in the of-
fice, although she han ample opportunities.

She has to keep in mind the family she
comes from and lhal their reputation cannot
be maligned. She cooks at home, ltke Jahanara,
and tidies up her room. She has a maid for her
two tiny children but she bathes them herselfl
and sces to their homework, although — ad-
mittedly — there is a tutor of a sort. Shamim

too has time for plants, fine embroidery, exotic
cooking and cxtensive reading.

- Shamim is only 30 and has admirers galore.
She is obviously a lonecly person, but she will
have no bar of men who telephone her and try
to have a good time over the wire. Her main

M LY

objective in life
{ is to get her

tled down. Whi-
le Jahanara's
sons have ca-
reers of their
own and her
F| daughter is a
P | brilliant stu-
. & ' dent at Jahan-

& | girnagar Uni-
§ | versitly, Sha-
1 mim's little
ones have bare-
ly begun school.
' The home re-
mains the re-
, pository of her
W thoughts and
. dreams.

th a smile tnr
match Brigette
Bardot's and a
| figure to vie
with any Asian
beauty queen,
and she dress-
es so delight-
fully, despite all
her household
chores, her ho-
me remains
| her haven. Her
i | coterie of girl-
.| [riends are all
il that she will
pcrmit even at

energy from | B i{ her oflice.

Yes, therc Is a | % : "How do you

maid to do the |, M manage to look

mp i:rI: | .8 _ so smart a 9
p chop ; = it am® [ on

vegetables. But Shamim—a career women asked h:r'f

even when her grown-up sons bring hall a doz-
en iriends oul of the blue at 10 pm for a feed,
Jahanara manages to muster up the necessary

She has but one day off and that she spends

An nndlng, sewing, cooking and dusting. She

triea lo utilise the day for scrious reading,
MM plays in town, or visiting her nu-
merous sick relatives. With the help of friends
she plans to open upalrhrlryu-dcutlurnlmn
tre where the young and old and come and re-
lax. She belicves existing foreign cultural
centres and the numerous "kendras® are just
not

The punr soul is alone In the world if you
mﬂ:rthnllhchuhccnlmdwl‘urltn
years. Before that, her husband, a brilliant per-
sonality, wasled his years in teaching mathe-
matics at a Dhaka school, and they lived apart.
He ook no Minancial responsibility for the
three growing children.

Mcanwhile, Jahanara has constantly refused
all proposals of marriage. “Wouldn't my chil-
dren get ‘derafled’ if | wok it into my head to
get married? | had my natural desires and in-
clinations but my m and daughter occu-

pied a primary in my life. | had to think
of them first | could think of a new 'sart’

or a matching cheap bangle 1o go with "
Shamim is, similarly, yct another person

"when you have all the duties at home?” Sha-
mim informed me how she gets up with an
alarm clock at 6 am, has her clothes ready the
night before, andhnnacupnl’lmm-rdbhcuitin
the oflice for breaklast.

There is yect another hard-working ground
hostess called Rahat, that 1 know of. She has
not only helped her parents get her brothers
educated, and her beautiful younger sister mar-
ried o a man [rom a very distinguished mem-
ber of the Dhaka . but has catered to her
own two children with tion.

Rahat could have left her children with her
parents in Chittagong, while she worked,
based at Dhaka. But she insisted on keeping
her daughters with her and seeing to lhdr ed-
ucation herscll. She has recently got her elder
daughter married, although at a tender age,
and has secn to the completion of the educa-
tion of both her children. She is now scouring
ql:'l:k'l:.nh for a suftable match for her sccond

| have always known Rahat to be a hard
worker. Whenever | have visited her , she has
I:r.cwputd the meals hersell, or her dlughttrt

been slaving over the stove, Her house s

immaculately Elt‘-ll'l and her elder daughters
marriage was a social success, where members
of the Dhaka social and political elite were
present.

OP-1 visa programme | Cooperation sought

to curb violence
already completed O CRTI
The OP-]1 visa programme of do t have b
199001 made s total of issucd visas or have been | Biucation Mimerr A O M
, pecial U tified visas
lvllllhll:r wurld::r v e T | Badruddoza Chowdhury sought

faccording to consular
officials of the American
Embassy in Dhaka, and of
that total 4,793 were al-

pro

ﬂul‘ﬂhhnﬂﬂmnwﬂlht

no further visa numbers be-
yond the 6,324 already
allotted to Bangladeshis,
and, he said, the OP-1 visa
ramme

his therefore has
been completed.

Lawyers urge

allout cooperation from all
quarters to resist continued
violence on the campus.

He was addressing as the
chiel guest at the installation
ceremony of Engineering
University Central Students'
Union (EUCSU) held at the
BUET central auditorium on
W '

In his speech the Minister
called upon the students to

for |

children set--

Metropolitan

Traffic anarchy on despite
rules awareness drive

Little has changed in the
problem-plagued traffic situa-
tion as yet another traffic rule
and n awareness drive
was observed in the city during
the last three days ending

Wedm:ldr?
ing to trafTic liﬂ:

over 2,000 traffic rule vlulatlun
citations were issued during
the drive for speeding, reck-
less driving, excessive emis-
sion of exhaust fumes, faulty
driving, lane violations, {llegal
parkings and other violations.
The Deputy Commissioner
(Traffic), Nazrul Islam, said
that special measures were
undertaken to curtail reckless
driving, regulate {llegal traffic
movements and putting extra
effort in enforcing the existing
rules and regulations. Miking
booths were set up at seven
major intersections in the city
to make the public including
the pedestrians aware of the
rules and regulations, he said.
Officials from the traffic po-

By Staff Correspondent

lice department also visited
some schools to inform the
students about traffic rules.

But the traffic situation re-
mains unc in the ci
The common peak-hour
jams at key intersections still
exist. Reckless driving and bla-
tant of traffic rules
ily utthecnuunul'ﬂmpmb-
lems remains, observers
pointed out.

Problems of having both the

vehicles plying the same roads,
remain as the numbers ufboth
are increasi According to.
the traffic police de

there are about 88,000 li-
cenced rickshaws and a total
of about four lakh rickshaws
pl)lring the streets of the capi-
ta

‘Nothing much could be
done about the number of
inexperienced drivers and the

- drivers without a driving li-

cence including those with

Blman cargu export centre
The State Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism Abdul

Mannan will open Biman's new car

export centre at Zia

International Airport today (Thursday) at 9 am.

Water Transport Owners Assoc

Inland Water Transport Owners Association has convened
a press conference at the National Press Club today

(Thursday) at 5 pm.

The association leaders will explain

were still

to their earlier decision to stop indefinitely all kinds of water

trans

ports from the mid-night of August 23.

'I"hc decision was taken demanding reduction of oil prices

at its pre-Gulf War level.

Jatiya Tarun Sangha meet

An emergency meeting of the Jatlya Tarun Sangha execu-
tive committee will be held at Tarun Sangha Primary School
premise today (Thursday) at 4 pm.

Gamments Workers Press Confce

National Garments Workers Federation will hold a press
conference at 31/F, Topkhana Road at 5 pm today I'Ihurada_',r}
The federation will focus on pay structure and other prob-

lems of garments workers.

Rotary Club nstallation

Installation Ceremony of the Rotary Club of Dhaka South

will be held at Sheraton Hotel

today (Thursday)

at 5 pm. Rtn

District Governor Prof Jalal U Ahmed will be the Chief Gugst

at the ceremony.

Speakers at a discussion
meeting said the country has

to go a long way to establish
democracy on a strong footing,

reports UNB.
They were discussing on

Philips VP
due 1n city
today

K. Hubee Vice-
President and Vice-Chairman,
Philips Board of Management
along with Mr. A. Veldhutzen,
Director Regional Bureau,
Philips International will arrive
here today (Thursday), says a
Press release.

D'urIn1 their stay in Dhaka
they will a busy schedule.
They will have discussions.

'‘Ballot powerful
than bullet'

the inaugural show of a docu-
mentary film "Miles' to Go" at
the auditorium of German
Cultural Centre Wednesday
evening.

Chaired by Barrister Amirul
Islam, the meeting was partic-
ipated by, among others,
Suranjit Sengupta, MP, Prof

Islam Chowdhury, Fayez
Ahmed and Dr Golam Rahman.

Suraniit Sengupta said the
lair election of February 27 had
proved that ballot was more
powerful than the bullet.

The march towards democ-
racy would take a long time to
achieve its goal, he said.

Prof Stirajul Islam Chow-
dhury said problems of dis-
crimination is the main ob-
stacle to democracy.

Fayez Ahmed said the
February 27 election had
m thlt country's so called

falled to attain anything
politically since their forma-
tion in 1921.

People are the real source
of power but they are yet to
receive their due share,
Barrister Amirul Islam ob-
served.

Dr Golam Rahman called for
producing people oriented

programmes through the mass

media, film.

The 58 minute film on S5th
Parliamen Election 19891,
was prod by the Co-ordi-

nating Counecil for Human

| serving the

fake licences, observers noted,
A traffic police source said
that the number of vehicles on
the city streets declined dur-
ing the drive, perhaps because
of the lack of proper papers of
the vehicles and the driver.
The DC [Traffic) noted that
the traffic congestion prob-

lems are most acute in the

Farmgate, New Market, Sci-
ence Laboratory, )
Mouchak, Malibagh, n,
Baitul Mukarrum and the
intersection near the PG
Hulpltnl.

As Farmgate is a major junc-
tion in the city and has one of
the largest bus stands and
there are a number of schools
and colleges in the area, the
traffic congestion problem is
the most severe here, he said.

He added that the roads at
these intersections need im-
mediate repair and also needs
to be broadened at the inter-
secting points to allow for ad-

- equate flow of traffic,

Nothing the limitations of
personnel and equipment, the
DC (Traffic) said that, although
there are previous for 114,
there are only 70 traffic
sergeants curren in service
working In two s of 35
each.

Although there are B50
traffic police posts in about
800 km of paved roads in the
city, only 240 are being
manned at any given time, he
added.

Non-cooperation of the
members of the public in ob-
rules, to
some extent, also causes hap-
hazard traffic movement, ob-
servers pointed out. Greater
public awareness about the
traffic rules is needed and both
the authorities and other social
organisations have an impor-

tant role to play in this regard
they added

BCU to gherao
Home Ministry
Aug 27

By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU) will hold a rally in front
of the National Press Club and
gherao the Ministry of Home
Aflairs on August 27 demand-
ing immediate withdrawal of
the ‘false’ cases flled against its

lcaders and workers
Meanwhile, Haalmddnza

and Ruhin Hossain Prince,
President and General Sec-
retary respectively of the
organisation in a statement
Wednesday expressed grave
concern over the release order
ol the 'killers’ of its worker
Agahar and demanded imme-
diate arrest of them.

Publication

ceremony

The publication ceremony
of a novel "Gulapi Barude Noor
Hossain", written by Shirin
Majeed, will be held on tomor-
row (Friday) at the Biswa
Sahitya Kendra in the city, re-

ports BSS,
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JAGPA

Jattya Ganatantrik Party
(JAGPA) President Shafiul
Alam Prodhan on Wednesday’
sald that only the true
nationalist forces enlightened
by the ideals of late Mawlana
Bhasani can eradicate misrule
and other misdemeanours
from the society.

He was addressing the sec-
ond death anniversary of
former NAP (Bhasani)
Chairman late Motahar Al
Khan. Organised by Bhasani
Parishad the meeting was
presided over by Parishad
Chairperson Mrs Anjuman
Akter thn Majlis.

The JAGPA chief said that it
is paradoxical that the parlia-
ment passed 12th Amendment

Bill to revert democratic sys-

tem but the black Special
Power Act was in force in the
country.

He demanded repeal of all
black laws and cancellation of
25-year accord with India.

Freedom Party

Freedom Party on

Wednesday brought out a ll:em- v

cession in the city and

rally demanding repeal of
Special Power Act and other
repressive laws,

Vice Chairman of the
Bazlul Huda and Chief Co-
ordinator Chowdhury Moha-
mmad Faruk led the pro-

cession.
PATC

A month-long computer
training

course be on
Monday at B.nghduﬁuhllc
Administration Training Cen-
tre at Savar.

Thirteen officials of differ-
ent institutions were partici-
pating in the course.

PATC has already trained
123 officlals under such
course, a press release of the
PATC said.

Jatiya Sramik Party

Jatiya Sramik Party (JSP)
on Wednesday expressed con-
cern at the aiflment of former
President Hussain Mohammad
Ershad in jail.

In a statement JSP Presi-
dent Shah Mohammad Abu
Zafar and General Secretary
MA Gafur demanded his
immediate release for better

trr;ahn:nt.

" Dhaka to
- Saudi Arabla

Communist League

United Communist League
on Wednesday rute-tnd the
interference of imperialist
America and some other capi-
talist country at the current
change over in Soviet Union.

General of the
party Comrade Bimal Biswas
said that the people of Soviet
Unhnmmmhh:p
their preferable socialist sys
tem and they themulﬂ:l
would determine their future.

Hordeo Glass
Factory opens

Hordeo Glass Factory, an in-
stitution of Muktijoddha

Kallyan Trust, was
on Wednesday at Board Bazar,

Gazipur after shifting from
Dhalea.

Communication Minister
Colonel (Retd) Olf Ahmed was
present as the chief guest at
the inaugural function which
was presided over by Managing
Director of the institution,
Lieutenant Colonel (Retd)
Joynul Abedin. State Minister
for Religious Affairs Prof Abdul
Mannan and Defence Secretary
Anisur Rahman were present
at the function.

Telecom Employees
Union

Bangladesh Telecommuni-
cation Workers-Employees
Unfon would go for movement
if the rmmment does not
fulfil its four point demands

President of the wunion
Feroz Mian and Secretary
General Kazi Kamal Uddin at a
press conference on Wed-
nesday said that special al-
lowances with the new pay
scales should be given as T &
T ts a profiting sector.

Other demands of the unfon
include: Stopping of harassing
transfer, removal of master
role chairman, and imposition
of ban on BATESKOP activities
as collective bargaining agents.

They. however, did neot
specify the time or date of
launching movement. Other
union leaders present at the
conference were Abdul
Quayum, Hafizur Rahman,
Ahmed Karim, Abdul Majid,
Abdul Hye and Manjur Ahmed.
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Reliance is not just a Name.
You can come and see

for yourself.

the spectial visa programme .
maintain law and order in the | With Government, business Rights in Bangladesh and was
::“uftlfluh‘:t?c ':[“{ to wlﬂldmw educational institutions. He people and the Philips directed by Zakir Hossain
iC sSTu ’ ¥
Bangladeshi applicants upﬂlea Couns ﬂm‘:d‘;m Mt?hmi;:
increased between the time I )
P g P The Coordination Council of ests of certain vested groups
pplication the Bar Associations on Wed-
date of their visa author . urged them to run their
Tht ofictals explained that through holding ralliss and He the initia-
‘erﬂ "winners™ in * hﬂm out ns for tives launched the students
the OP-1 programme who :L::i“‘:‘“ﬂ““c;r;: and teachers of BUET jointly
had responded in time to Lo maintain and con- .
consular instructions and Assosiation press selunse seid. | gental atmosphere on the By Staff Correspondent
presented co te -and pere BES. campus despite continued vio- Rain/thundershower accompanied by temporary
properly prepared A general meeting of the lence on the educational inst1- gusty /squally wind likely to occur at many places over Khulna
Supreme Court Bar Association | tutions in the country and Chiftagong divisions and at a few places over Dhaka and
The Chairman of U Rajshahi divisions. Day temperature is likely to remain nearly

Reliance has proved that it is not just another Insurance Company. Reliance is here 10
meet the needs of a changing worid. Qur strong back-up of human resources, in-depth
market know-how and wealth of experience give us the strength to provide the security

for all your general insurance needs.

unchanged over the country.
"Ihhl'heltl:mpcr-tmnfulh s Celsius was

recorded at Dinajpur and the lowest 21.5 degrees at

Barisal. The sun sets on Thursday at 6.26 pm and rises on

Magicians' body gien v ts Presiden

formed

m in the chair Friday at 5.37 am.
E vP Mmd Outlook for nt two . Ratnfall activities
to increase. Exte outlook for another five days : Little
The tem ture and humidity of some cities and towns
oot VS 1. ik RELIANCE
City /Town Temperature in Celatus Hun:i: in percentage INSURANCE
Dhaka 338 274 81 E LIMITED
- 52 2aa . - DHAKA- 1000, BANGLADESM
Khulna 33.2 240 96 92 oyt
Sylhet 3.1 278 67 70 T B, S
Cox's Bazar 3358 26.5 78 8l :
Barisal 33.0 21.8 L L] 92
Rangpur - 20.2 (g 76
Srimangal 6.3 270 72 67




