Soviet minister in Beijing on unannounced visit l

Gorbachev fall likely to
bolster Sino-Soviet

BEWING, Aug 20: The
ouster of Soviet
Mikhail Gorbachev is likely to
bolster Chinese conservatives
who had privately branded him
a traftor to communiam, re-
ports AP.

But analysts stressed that
fears of heightened turmoil
across the border will over-
shadow plcasure some
secing an idcological rival fall.

"We hope and also believe
that the Soviet people will
overcome dilliculties, solve
their own problems by them-
selves, maintain pelitical
stability and achicve economic
development,” China said
Tuesday in its first public re-
sponsc (o Lhe leadership
change in Moscow — a Foreign
Ministry statement.

Marshall Goldman, associate
director of the Russian
Research Cenler at Harvard
University, sald he expected
the Soviet leadership change
to strengthen Chinese conser-
vatives. The sight of tanks on
the streets of Moscow follow-
ing the announcement that
Gorbachev had becn pushed
aside echoed Lthe military sup-
pression of a pro-democracy
movement in China in 1989,

‘These developments will
be used as prool that reform
movements must be con-
trolled,” said Goldman, who
was in Defjing to give a series
of lecturers on the Soviet
Union.

Gorbachev's removal also
will force the United States to
change its approach in deal-
ings with China, Goldman said.

United States will be a
little less asscriive about what
it thinks China should or
should not do,’ he said.

“The China card is coming
out of the deck again, and the
US is going to want to use that
card because of uncertaintics
over Lhe [uture role of the
Sovict Union and relations be-
tween the two countries. |
think we're going to want
China's support and we can't
take them for granted any-
more.

Soviet Deputy Foreign

Ministcr Alexander Belonogov
arrived Tuesday in Beffing on

an unannounced visit, but

President

Sovict Embassy spokesman
Yurl Lyssenko said the talks
were scheduled belore
Gorbachev was ousted.

The Foreign Ministry
statement said -Soviet re-
lations ‘will continue to enjoy
unimpeded growth.'

China has worked publicly
during the two years to
) relations with the
Soviet Union. Ties were nor-
malized during Gorbachev's
visit in May 1989, a J0-
year split between the two
countries over ideological dif-
ferences.

Gorbaehev's visit, which oc-
curred while protesters were
taking to the streets calling for

de » underscored new
disputes between Moscow and
Beljing over socialist reforms.

ers of the Chinese
democracy movement used the
worldwide attention to
Gorbachev's visit to at-
tention to their own demands

Products
reappear

MOSCOW, Aug 20: Products
that disappeared from Moscow
stores years ago suddenly
reappeared today, a after
President Mikhail Go
was ousted by a coup and a
State-of-Emergency -
Committee took over govern-
ing the Soviet Union, reports
AFP.

Early in the morning,
Muscovites started lining up in
front of government groceries,
well known for their empty
and dusty display cases, to buy
sausage, cheese, coflee,
sweets, poultry — and even
smoked salmon.

The new authorities had
obviously cracked open some
stocks previously kept well out
of sight, with their eye on pub-
lic opinion. *

One elderly woman reeling
under a stack of boxes of bis-
cuits said, "You'd better take
advan of this. You can't tell
how long it will last.”

"I haven't smelled anything
like that for ages, exclaimed
one young wognan entering, a
tea and coflee shop.

Russian parliament
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world lcaders, he  assured
leaders of Eastern Europe that
their fledging democracies
were {rreversible despite the
return of old style communists
to power in the Kremlin,

'l want to take this oppor-
tunity to assure them of our
continued interest and the
need to remain calm in those
countrics,” he said.

Strauss, Bush said, will de
going immediately to Moscow
to assess the situation there
and would not be presenting
his diplomatic credentials to
the coup government. He said
Strauss would return to
Washington to give a personal
report in the next several days.

“l don’t want to do anything
to legitimise what is clearly an
illegal coup”, he said.

Meanwhile, Yeltsin today
named a defence minister for

the republic, Konstantin
Kobetz.

Kobetz had served as
chairman of the State
Committee for the Defence of
the Russain Federation.

*To ensure coordi-

nation of leadership of troops
and prevent the use of troo
against the people, | have dz
cided to appoint (Kobetz)
Russian Defence Minister, un-
til the of constitutional
bodies is [fully restored,”
Yeltsin's statement said.

The Foreign Minister of
Russain arrived in Paris today
to seck Western backing for
the rebel Soviet republic and
to form a government-in-exile
if Russain President’s test
movement was :

Andrei Kozyrev, who left
Moscow this morning, said
Yeltsin had sent him to the
west because only a president,
a Prime Minister or a foreign
minister could form a govern-
ment-in-exile without being
granted special :

Asked if he pm to form
a cabinet, Kozyrev told a news
conference: “It's one meaning
of my mission ...... I hope ft
won't reach that point.”

In Moscow a Russian
Foreign Ministry spokesman
said Kozyrev was due to go to
the United States, via Paris, to
discuss the overthrow of

President Gorbachev.

mili-

Published by the

the unofficial Baltfax news
agency reported today.

The report named the
three as Estonian Foreign
Minister Lennart Meri, Danis
Ivans, the First Deputy
Chairman of the Lativan
Supreme Council, and
Lithuanian Foreign Minister
Algirdas Saudargas.

Earlier report said, hun-
dreds of thousands of people
took to the streets Tuesday
and shouted for the downfall of
the mili and Communist
Party -liners who ousted
Gorbachev a day earlier.

The new government faced
an immediate economic threat
from coal miners in Siberia
and the Soviet far north who
walked off the job, heedi
Yeltsin's call for a gene
strike. But elsewhere, the
strike was not widespread.

The coup's architects, who
represent hard-line military
and communist forces opposed
to Gorbachev's democratic and
economic reforms, flexed
their military muscle, but not
all Soviet troops were loyal to
the new leaders.

“The junta that has come to
power will not stop at anything
to keep that power,” Yeltsin
told a cheering crowd of more
than 150,000 peng‘lf

They understand that
things have reached the t
if they lose, ﬂlm lose

I armc . but

be seated on court
benches,” he said.

A demonstration

drew 200,000 peo-

— many heeding a call by

in

In another development, a
Soviet Ministry official
Foreign Minister
Alexander Bessmertnykh had
taken “sick”™ after return

from vacation, “but was

ﬁlﬂd to return to work in a

m:- p leaders also

claimed Gorbachev, who was
y while on
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for democrajie reforms and an
end to corruption.

While Gorbachev was In
Befjing, some students in-
volved in the movement sent

him a letter expressing sup-
port for his reforms. The army |

R T yiage

#In internal documents cir-
culated In the past year,
Chinese oflicials accused
Gorbachev of undermining
Marxism with his reforms.
China was deeply concerned
over Lhe collapse of
Communist governments in
Eastern Eurepe, and has
stressed repeatedly that re-
forms must occur slowly te
maintain :
When economic problems
and social unrest forced
Gorbachev to put his reforms
on hold, Chinesc leaders were
relieved, diplomats in Beifing

said.
Gorbachev refused

to step down
MOSCOW, 20 : Mikhadl
apparently

Gorbachev was
Moscow
n

4

brought back to )
his vacation home
late Monday on board a
military plane, a close
Russian President
said today, reports : |

statement to Russith depotion.

military aircraft srfived-

Moscow's Vnukovo at

ship thought that the ousted
Soviet President was on board
one of the planes.

The report came after the
Russian news agency Ria, '
quoting witnesses, said
Gorbachev left his Black Sea
dacha for an unknown destina-
tion late Monday.

The witnesses sald
Gorbachev had departed
aboard an airplane, and ap-
peared to be in good health.

Gorbachev had reportedly
been placed under house ar-
rest at his dacha alter being
overthrown by a' conservative
coup on Monday and replaced
by Vice President Gennady

Yanayev under pretext of
"health '.
A source ¢ to Russian

President Yeltsin sajd carlfer
that Gorbachev had becen flown
to Moscow overnight Saturday
from the Crimea for a meeting
with hardline leaders to sign
away his rights to the presi-
dency, bul he refused, and was
flown back to Crimea, in the

In the meeting Gorbachev
faced Vice President Gennady
Yanayev, Defence and Interior
Ministers Dmitri Yazov and
Boris Pugo, KGB chiel Viadtmir
Kryuchkov, Oleg Blakanov, re-
sponsible for military industry
in the Communist Party
Central Committee, and Prime
Minister Valentin Paviov.

g

He said that several spectal |

NEW DELHI, Aug 20
Indian detectives probing
former Premier Rajiv Gandhi's
assassination today that
the suicides of two prime sus-
pects had upset investigations,
reports AFP,

A source in the “"Special

Investigating Team (SIT),
hunting for several other
members of Sri Lanka's

Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), said a crack-
down on the rebels was likely
to be hampered.

“They will now go into deep
cover,” said the SIT source by
telephone [rom Madras,
adding that the capture of the
two prime suspects would have
expedited their search for
other sentor LTTE guerillas in
Tamil Nadu.

The LTTE is suspected of
engineering the May 21 slaying
of Gandhi in the southern
Tamil Nadu town of
Sriperumpudur and the SIT s
presently directing a crack-
down on the group from the
state capital of Madras.

"Our last link may have been
broken, " said the SIT source
referring to today's suicide by
the LTTE's intelligence chief
Stvarasan and his woman as-
sociate, Subha, along with five

others in the adjoining state of
Kamataka,

Sivarasan was accused of
having plotied the Gandhi as-
sassination and died in the
climax to one of india's biggest
manhunts when he was
trapped in a housc with the
other armed gucrillas.

Their arrest alive would also
have helped put the LTTE's in-
volvement in the plot beyond
doubtL

"There are many missing
picces and had we taken him
(Sivarasan) alive we may have
succceded in arresting many
LTTE mecn and their local col-
laborators,” the SIT source
sajd.
"We've got Lo get the other
namcs....... Nnow we've got to
make plans,” he said refe
to the police crackdown in
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka on
the Intricate net work set up
over the past 10 years by the
LTTE.

The SIT has so far arrested
more than 20 LTTE rebels and
their Indian collaborators in
connection with Gandhi's as-
sassination, and two others
suspected of direct links to
the plot have committed sui-
cide.

Fourtecen LTTE members
have died after swallowing
cyanide since Saturday in
Rarnataka to cscape capture.

Related story on page 5

New pay scales
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from 8 am to 2-30 pm.

After the ne at the
Secretariat, the ministers and
the employees lcaders went to
the Prime Minister's office at
Sugandha and the decision was
finalised there after discus-
sion with Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia.

The official announcement
about the new pay scales, fi-
nalised on the basis of rec-
ommendations of a high-pow-*

ered committee headed Mir .

Mustafizur Rahman, Secretary
in the President’s Secretariat,
has announced midnight
have been restive over the last
few days, demanding imple-
mentation of the Natfonal Pay
Commission (NPC) |
mendations for’ sy
scales. P e
The high-powered commit-
tee examined the NPC ree-
ommendations and revised it
downward. The NPC was
constituted in 1989 and it
submitted its report in March
last. The full implementation
of the recommendations for
adjustments in salary for the
mment mp s would
nvolved about 1200 .
the government. W
The t decided w0
_phase in .pay adjustments
gradually, taking into consid-
eration competing de-
mands for its limited bud-
getary resources. '
Earlier, recommendations
of another NPC, set up in
1985, were implemented In

-

' nd 1990-
91, dearness allowances (DAs)
were given to the public em-

pay and allowances have been
the most important factor,
contributing to the growth of
current revenue expenditures
of the government in recent
years. Direct expenditures for
public employees — all cate-

ries including Class I, Class
I, Class Il and Class [V — ac-
count now for more than 40
per cent of cash current ex-
penditures of the government.
Class | and Class [l government
officials constitute eight per
cent of total employees,

Many other categories of
eurrent expenditures are also
linked with government

to local authorities for upazila
stafll compensation, grants to
private secondary schools and
colleges to cover teachers
ting deficits of
Railway and
and pension and re-
tirement benefits. Including
these categories, cash com-
pensation amounts to about 60
per cent of total curfent ex-
penditure of the government.
According to an estimate,
total public sector employees

(including those directly ini

government service and those
under autonomous bodies and
scctor corporations) who are
covered under the national pay
scales are about 1.4 million.
There are about two lakh em-
ployees in temporary posi-
tions paid frem the develop-
ment budget. The total fund
involvement for the implemen-
tation of the new national pay
scales will be about Taka 1500
crore a year. |
Meanwhile, the additional
direct current expenditures
will be a pressing cause for
fresh worries to mobilise
more domestic resources to
foot the new salaries bill. The

_plq'ﬂmm";ntllr sources said that a national
casions, raising’ thé pay By ' &seminar on domestic resource
about 30 per cent of thetr ba- . | n will be held
sic salarics. Festival bormises. shoftly to explore newer areas
equivalent to two months' ba-  to augment revenue earnings

sic salary, were also given to
Increasgs in publie SECWF .

of the governmenta,
Under the current year's

mnp budgel, the govern-

. October 1 fo realise its 21-

. symbol, made of goid.

announced

ment allocated an amount of
Taka 600 crore as unexpected
expenditures to cushion the
e of any surge in its cur-
rent expenditures. With the
exemptions of some earlier
proposed taxes, there will be
need to mobilise more domes-
tic resources from existing ar-
eas or cut down expenditures
in other areas.

BCS (gen) Assoc
to launch fresh

movement

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Civil Service
(general) Association on
Tuesday said that it would
launch a fresh movement from

point demand topped by the
removal af frregularities in
promotions.

-Hasina
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reception ceremony of

Tungipara College this after-
noon.

Hasina alleged the govern-
ment was not practising
democratic norms. “I'm being
obstructed from functioning
d;.l in the capacity of Leader
o

troduction of the parliamen-

form of government as
“the victory of Sheikh Hasina
and of Awami League.”

Kader Siddiky relecased
from detention on Sunday ,
renewed his vow to avenge the
k!ll;r of Sheikh Mujib.

Hasina,” he . .
Shetkh Hasina demanéfied

that Tungipara College be

taken over by the

welion. the Wis pre
At the fu n, she was pre-
her

sented with a "boat”,

1

|

| Credit facilities to
defaulters hailed

conditionalities on oflering
new loans to the defaulting
loanees and in some cases, a
number of restrictions were
withdrawn.

The new initiative has been
viewed as a posilive gestuye
towards a healthy growth of
trade and commerce in the

Some traders have vicwed
that renewal of bank credit
should be handicd by the same
bank [rom which the borrow-
ers took loans earlier. The re-
vised circular says a tt(nﬂlm
loanee, Il he is not a habit
defaulter, should ask for fresh
loan f[rom the commerecial
banks except the bank frome
which he had taken loan and
became a defaulter.

The Bangladesh Bank ctreu-
lar said that rencwal of credit

" “Ershad
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could continue in the absence
of the accused.

© Attorney General cited the
rules 540 (A) and 339 (B)
Clause 2 of the Criminal
Procedure, which provides
that the accused can be tried
in absentia. He said, during the
rule of Ershad an afling ac-
cused used to be brought to
the court in a stretcher.
¢ He said the Rule 339 (B),
Clause 2, providing for trial of
an in absentia was en-
acted during the regime of
Ershad on August 21, 1982.

Opposing him, chiel de-
fence counsel Advocate Sirajul
Haque said, in this case the
accused was in the custody of
the government, which had
failed to produced the ac-
cused, and as such hecaring
could not centinue.

After hearing both sides,
Special Judge Mohammad Al
Khan adjourned the court till
August 25, |

US visa
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he added. |

The source did not give
further detail saying "you will -
know everything from our in-
formation service later”.

Under the OP-1
20,000 people were selectéd
by lottery from all over the
world for migration in America
during 1990 and 1991.

From Bangladesh 4,974
people were selected and their

dependents were also sup-
d to go with them. :
wils sched-"

uled to be completed by
September 30, the sources
said.
It is learnt that due to the

carly  elosure of . pro- .
. Fobaie of the oy,
Bangladeshis would fail to avail

the chance of migrating to the
United States.

VCs demand
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was attended among others by
Dr Mohammad Shahjahan of
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET), Prof Maniruzzaman
Miah of Dhaka Untversity, Prof
Amanullah Ahmed of
g:ﬂvcrllty. Prof Asadur.

hman of Agricultural
University, Kazi Saleh Ahmed
of Jahangirnagar University,

Prof Abdul Hamid of Islamic
University
Rahman of Khulna U 2

The meeting felt that stop-
ping further closure of the uni-
versities lay with the govern-
ment, political parties and the
student o tions.

It hoped that the law-en-
forcing agencies would be ae-
tive in ensuring security on the

#mﬂlualnml

that the newspapers and other
mass medias would project
news about educational institu-

and Dr Gelam |

tions considering their effect

of announcing new pay scales for the

Crutﬁ‘l interior M
provincial

aht Eﬁfu ‘Smr . DHAKA WEDNESDAY AUGUST 11.== ;

mm-ﬂ
the government in a Press Note said it was
l - L ]

said the center of Osfjck— the
capital of the strife-torn Slavonia

der heavy mortar bombardment and gunfire overnight, re-

ports AP,

Order 1972
amended to control the elec-
tion expenses ol the contest-
ing candidaics for eclection to
Jatiya Sangsad more sirin-
gently, an Election
Commission press release said
Tuesday, reports BSS.

- As per provision of Clause

(3) of Scction 44B of the sadd
order, the clection expenses of

a contesting candidate exclud-
ing the personal expendityre,

1 which is Taka five thousand

incurred by such candidate
shall not excced Taka three
lakh.

According to the recent
amendment, no contesting
candidaile for clection to Jatiya

Sangsad will be allowed to
utflise the amount of Taka

three lakh or rtion
thereof lulhurl:ecnr fE: his

s

L

in a consut ]

. Using any or vesscl
such as truck, bus, car,
taxi, motor le and
speed-boat for taking out
any procession,

corrupt practice under Section
election expenscs for: 73 of the - of
A Printing of a poster with People 1972, which
more than one colour, is punishable with =
B Use of any imported pa- ment for a term which may
per for printing of posters .y iend 1o seven and shall
or leaflets, not be less than two years and
C Erection of any gate or 414 with fine, If he contra-
arch, | : venes the above provisions of
D. ﬁturguplpnnﬂ?lm- law, the press release said.
e an area more
than four hundred square  CHINESE t€AM
feet,
E. Making any banner by us- leaves Dhaka
ing any cloth, Special envoy of China and
E E or using more vice-chairman of the §
than three microphones Committee of the Nationa
or loudspckers at a time  People's Congress of China
in a constituency, Madame Chen Muhua and the
G. Commencing election members of her delegation left
publicity in any manner at  Dhaka Tuesday for Beijing after
-any time three weeks ending her Iimr-«:lng!r official
prior to the date fixed for visit, reports BSS.
=
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other in Chittagong.

Jamaat will try to capture
one scat in Rangpur. o

The BNP may give free pas-
sage to Jamaat at least in two
seats in Rangpur.

JP expects to bag all the
four scats in Rangpur.

Awami League will make
VAT (Value Added Tax), dete-
rioration of the law and order
situation, price spiral and stu-
dent unrest its election issues.

The BNP will try to cash in
on forging hational consensus
on the form of government, el-
ficient management of the
28th April cyclone lowering of
the price of electricity, initia-
tive to implement the Pay
Commission rcport and to
eradicate corruption.

- Sixty-eight candidates have
submittcd nomination papers
for contesting the bye-election.

The BNP and the Awami
League have nominated candi-
dates for all the 11 seats.

In Dhaka-5 constituency,
Advocate Shahara Khatun of,
the AL and Major (Retd)
@amrul Islam éf the BNP were
among eight candidates who
filed nominations for the seat.

For the Dhaka-9 seat, seven
candidates including
Zamiruddin Sircar of the BNP
and Alhaj Makbul Hussain of
the AL have submitted their
nomination papers.

Six candidates have filed
nomination papers for the
Rangpur-1 seat. BNP has nom-
inated Alhaj Rahimuddin
Bharsha for the seat while
Majibur Rahman was nomi-
nated by the AL. The Jatiya
Party has nominated Alhaj
Karimuddin for the seat.

For the Rangpur-2 seat
Anisul Chowdhury of AL,
Md [ltas Al of the BNP and

! Mansura Mohiuddin of the

Nominations

Jatiya Party [iled nomination
papers. A tolal of seven candi-
dates submitted their nomina-

tion papers for the seat. q
' Four candidates filed nomi-
‘njation papers for the
5 seat. The candidates
Mizanur Rahman of

the Jatiya Party, Ashiqur
Rahman of the AL and Nurul
Huda Sultan of the BNP.

For the Rangpur-6 con-
stituency, seven candidates
including Shah Moazzem
Hussain of the JP, Matiur
Rahman of the AL and Shah
Md Abu Saleq of the BNP filed
nomination papers.

Four candidates filed nomi-
nation papers for the
Madaripur-1 seat. The candi-
dates include Motahar Hussain
Chowdhury of the BNP and Nur
Alam Chowdhury of the AL.

For the Mads r-2 seat,
ten candidates filed nomina-
tion papers yesterday.
Shahjahan Khan of the AL and
Atiqur Rahman of the BNP
were among the candidates.

Only three candidates have
submitted nominatjéen papers
for the Bhola-2 seat. The can-
didates include Anwar Hussain
of the AL and Mosharr
Hussain Shahjahan of the

For the Bogra-7 seat
Helaluzzaman of the BNP and
Azam Khan of the AL filed
nomination papers. A total of
five candidates are there for

the seat.
Seven candidates filed nom-
inations for the Chit -8

constituency. The idates
include Amir Khasru of the
BNP and Abdul Mannan of the

AL.
Scrutiny of the nomination
pers will be held today
R:ad . The last date for
withdra of candidature is
26

A and polling will be
h:&u:nltpnmhrll;



