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With the removal of
Mikhail Gorbachey
from the presidency of
the Soviet Union many
will be looking back on
other dramatic changes
in Kremlin, One such
change was the down-
fall of Khrushchev

Soviet Union

It's a coup to install
Stalinist dictatorship,
says Russian Vice-
President Alex-
ander Rutskoi
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desh Navy sets a new
‘national 200m butterfly
record as the 14th
National Swimming
Championships begin
Page 10

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

The use of telex and
fax has spread in our
country but only
handful of offices
have electronic
mailing system
Page 3

Business

Oil prices surged amid
fears that production
would be interrupted
in the Soviet Union,

world’s number one
crude oil exporter
Page 6

NEWS BRIEFS

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially invite you to fry our Beautifully
prepared and Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Theusands of citizens march along one of the main thorough fares
Yeltsin. - RIGHT: A man throws himself under a
The men was pulled away unbharmed.

tate Gorbache

v: Cu

of Leningrad Tuesday following a
Soviet army tank driving in front of the Russian Federation building in
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rfew-follows massive demonstration in Moscow

At

Ly

— AFP photo

wviet troops, tanks close

in on Russian parhament

UNDATED, Aug 20: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin told

- British Prime Minister John

Major today that a curfew had

been imposed in Moscow and

tanks were rolling towards his

parliamentary headquarters,
Agencies,

Yclisin spoke by telephone
with' Major, who said: "he told
me he belicved he had not very
much time lefl”, -

Major sald Yeltsth broke off
the teclephone conversation,
saying he could hcar Soviet
tanks bearing down on the
Russian t in Moscow.

Little before Yeltsin called
Major, Moscow’'s Deputy
Sergel Stankevich warned
Sovict troops were about to at-
tack the Russian parliament
building and called on women
and children to cvacuate the
premises.

In an announcement car-

ried by loudspcakers, Stan-
kevich called on "all women
and children to Icave the
building within [ive or 10
minutes, to case the minds of
those who have decided to de-
fend” the parllament.

Depulics inside thc parlia-
ment said Sovict troops had
demanded that barricades

sround the whilc mar-

le building on the Moscow

River be removed, said the ma-
dio station, Moscow Echo.

Thousands of demonsira-
tors were still at the building
when thé warnings were given,
and they were told to divide
into groups of 100, the radio
station said.

Soviet troops also de-
mandcd that barricades be
removed from around the
Parliament building or else
they would attack, the radio

station rcported.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin has been inside the
building since the coup
Monday that toppled Sovict
President Mikhail Gorbachcev.

through to him.

Dcnouncing the overthrow
of Gorbachev on Monday as "an
illegal coup” by hardline com-
munists, Bush said the sovict

MOSCOW, Aug 20: Soviet Acting President Gennady Yanayev today
told Russian leader Boris Yeltsin that he would cancel any orders to
attack the Russian parliament building, the parliament's press
service said, reports AFP late last night

MOSCOW, Aug 20: Cennady Yanayev, ActingSoviet head of state
since the overthrow of Gorbachev, today declared all decrees by
Russian President Boris Yeltsin invalid and demanded obedience to
the ruling "emergency committee”, according to a late night

Reuter report.

President George Bush said
today he assured Yeltsin in a
phone call of'U S support for
restoring loppled Sovict
President Gorbachev to power,

At a news confcrence, Bush
also said he had tried to con-
tact Gorbachev by telephone
today but was unable to get

Union would not have normal
rclations with the United
Statcs, nor get the Western as-
sistance it neceds until the
coup ends,

‘I have this marmning spoken
with Boris Yeltsin, the freely
clected lcader of the Russian
Republic. | assured Yeltsin of

New pay scales for govt

employees announced

Implementation of the new
pay scales for about seven lakh

government employees
annual revenue
480 crore in fiscal 1091-92.

. provide a

pay of Taka 900 while

By Moazzem Hossain

the maximum will be Taka
10,000. The new allowances,
other than the basic pay, will
be ellective from next June.

The GCovernment an-
nounced the decision around
after about a

four-hour long meeting with
the leaders of the employces
organisations.

The Government side was
represented at the meeting by
Local Government Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder, Health
Minister Kamal Ibne Yusul,
State Minister for Labour
Rafiqu! Islam Miah and State
Minister for Jute Abdul
Mannan

The leaders of Government
mpqueﬂ Solidarity Counctl

the Employees Sangram
Fﬂ:hhnd others attended

meeting as Ltatives
of the "“l""'""-'“

Alter long discussions, the
employees leaders agreed to
accept the new pay scales of-

fered by the Covernment. They

also accepled the government

proposed new olflice timing
See Page 12 Col 3

New office
timings
Covernment has resched-
uled the office timing for the

government, semi-government
and autonomous bodies, re-

ports UNB.
According
ing announced late last night,

to the new tim-

and continue till 2-30 pm,
without any break (rom

Saturday to Thursday.

fective

(Saturday).

to 5 pm
Thursday

. I.:.:.:.'n._.:;-_'-q.]:.! . b o .::__.::; ._:l.",";"

Implementation involves Tk 950 crore

continue for
3 more days

- Country's current hot spell
continue for another two

to three to a
Met Office expert night, re-
UNB.

continued U S support. for his
goal for the restoration of
Gorbachev as the constitution-
ally chosen leadcr,” Bush told
reporters after swearing in
Robert Strauss as the new
American Ambassador to the
Soviet Union.

He said Yeltsin was encour-
aged by the support of the
Soviet people "and their de-
termination in the face of
these trying cireumstances.”

Bush said Gorbachev’'s status
was unclear. The coup leaders
said they had taken over be-
cause of Gorbachev's health,
but Bush clearly doubted that
claim.

"l twice tried to reach him
by phone, including within the
last hour, but so far have been
unsuccessful,” Bush said, "We
continue to closely monitor
the situation”,

Spcaking in a solemn tone,

-:-'-:'-" 1 to .' rh _._.'::;:. ;-'-_~'E.f!: '_"-=',...:__-'. ;".'.'3":_'-.-'~:-,.,1.
Nominations for

bye-elections filed

Bush said British Prime
Minister John Major had tried
as well to. contact Gorbachev
and failed. Gorbachev, Bush
said, "Is being prevented from
sccing people.”

He called the
Acting Soviet
Gennady Yanayev of Gorbachev
having health problems as an
"old canard” an excuse lo
overthrow him.

He said Ycltsin "told me he
feels that if this medical claim
has any validity to it, that the
World Health Organisation
should sece and examine
Gorbachev. Yecltsin doesn’'t be-
lieve it and 1 must tell you |
don't believe™,

"We will continue to stand
with Gorbachev as Yeltsin is
doing”, he said.

The President said that in a
flurry of telephone calls to

See Page 12 Col. 1

claim by

Star Special

With the filing of nomina-
tion papcrs Tuesday for the
ensuing bye-clections to 11

Parliament scats the

h Nationalist Party
m the Awami Leaguce
are sct (o face a fresh popular-
ity test.

The byec-clections will be
held on September 11. The

pariiamentary polls were held
on February 27

Ten out of cleven secats
were vacated by BNP chief
Begum Khaleda Zia. ousted
Prestdent rshad, Awami
League leader Tofael Ahmed

June, The political parties
decided in Parliament to defer
the bye-clections by three
months in view ol the April 29
cyclone.

The Jatiya Party will contest
all the four scats vacated by
Ershad in Rangpur. Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury and Shah
Moazzem Hossain, " Actin
President and Genera
Secretary rcspectively of the
JP arc contesting [rom

ur.

BNP sources told The Daily
Star that the party would
muster all its mite to retain

The spell is likely to con- | and BAKSAL lcader the four secats vacated by
the offices will start from B am | tinue for another two to there | now of the AL, Abdur Razzak, Begum Khaleda Zia two in
days and after that the low | who were elected from more Dhaka city and one each In
pressure over sea may turn | than one seat. Bogra and Chiliagong. .
into a monsoon depression and Prime Minister Khaleda Zia Besides, the party expects
The new timings will be ef- | move west and north-westerly | and former President H M to put up a fight for twe to
from August 24 | direction, he added. Ershad vacated four scats cach  three seats in Rangpur and
Dhaka experienced 36.2 | wivile Tolael Ahmed and Abdur Faridpur. The Awami League
However, the timings for | degree Celstus on Tuesday, the | Razzak vacated one seat each. will vie for all the three seats
district and mufassil offices | highest re the One seal fell vacant follow- vacated by its party members.
will remain fixed from 10 am | recorded to far this r :zthtlﬂhd'lmm Besides, the AL is cxpected to
from Saturday to | Dhaka had the maximum of . Ellas Ahmed Chowdhury. gain in some BNP pockets in-
Wednesday, and upto 2 pm on | 35.5 degree Celstus on August The clections in these scals :h:dlng:nhll‘l‘:diyﬂldﬂ'u
: 19 lnst year. were due in the first week of Page 12 Col. 7

The finest Ice cream from haly

President

EC, Australia, J aﬁan susp n

Czechoslovakia restricted
trave! Soviets for fear of a
wave of Soviet rcfugees fleel

the new regime, the officia
CTK news

Union with economic sanc-
tions in the wake of the over-
throw of President Gorbachev.

Chancellor Helmut Kohl
wants GCorbachev to be re-
stored as Sovicl President,

=ittrnmtnl spokesman
rt Schaefer said today.

" Oermany insists that the
Soviet Unfon id its com-
mitments under the
Conference on Security and

Cooperation in Europe
the only form of government,
as well as the rule of law and

freedom of « . he said.
The EC also demanded
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sistance

tion, officials said.

There was alarm in lormer
Communist Eastern Europe,
where I|eaders (eared the
change could lead to renewed
Sovicl inflluence.

Australia froze the last 63
millton dollars of the Soviet
Union's 300 miilien dollars
line of credit

InButprﬂ.Huw.
John Paul I today -]::
praised Gorbachev and said he
was that the Soviet
"spared farther
" John Paul met with

in 1980 and 1090,

Union
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VCs demand
assurance of
violence-free

By DU Correspondent

B desh Council 3
v lnﬂ;:l un |

the need for immediate re-
of all closed universi-

and demanded assurance
violence-free from
the government, tical par-
ties and student organisations.
The Council at an emer-

gency meeting said such assur-
ances were necessary to creafe
academic atmosphere on the
campuses and to ensure that
the institutions would not be
closed. again after reopening.
They should give full security
to the Vice-Chancellors and
all concerhed in the universi-
ties in performing normal ac-
tivities, the meeting said.

The mecting, presided over
by Dr Sadaruddin Ahmed
Chowdhury, Chairman of the
Council and Vice-Chancellor of

Shahjalal University in Sylhet
See Page 12 Col. 6

Shahabuddin
addresses

nation today

By Staff Correspondent

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed will ad-
dress the nation over radio and
television today (Wednesday) at
7.30 pm.

According to sources in
President’'s Secrectariat the
Acting President is likely to
appeal lo the people to make
the referendum a success.

The President has called a
referendum whether he should
give assent to the Constitution
12th Amendment Bill provid-
ing for swilching over to par-
llamentary form of govern-
ment. The Parliament ran.ed
the bill unanimously on

7.

Election Commission
sct the date for referendum on
September 15 next.

After the President's ad-
dress to the nation today, the
government will start ollicial
campaign and the ruling party
will mobilise people to take

. part in referendum.

No rule of law

without trial of

Mujib killing,
says Hasina

TUNGIPARA (Gopalganj),
Aug 20: Shetkh Hasina
warned any delay on the part
of government with the pas-
sage of Indemnity (Repeal) Bill
would be retaliated with a
greater movement, reports
UNB.

"Without trail of the killing,
the rule of law can never be
established and without bring-
ing in the rule of law, democ-
racy cannot be established, "

The Awami League chiel
and Leader of the Opposition,
who is on a six-day tour of her
home district, was addressing
as chiel guest at the freshers’

See Page 12 Col. §

Ershad sick,
hearing put
off till Aug 25

By Staff Correspondent

Hearing in Ershad’'s wealth
amassing case, now being held
at a special court, has been
adjourned till August 25 due o
iliness of the accusecd.

The civil surgeen, who ex-
amined Ershad said he was
suffering from seconda
‘infection and viral fever’ -3

the

hence could not attend
ocourt.

Proscculion counsel Altor-
ncy Ocneral Aminul Hagque

however argucd that the case
See 12Col. 6

US visa under
OP-1 Programme
suspended

By Asiuzzaman
The United States has

stopped lssuing visas to
Bangladeshis wunder OP:1

telephone that the embassy
received instruction from



