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Armenian militants
hold 38 Soviet troops

hostage :

MOSCOW, Aug 19:
people, including two soldiers,
were killed on Sunda’ iIn
shooting in Sovict Azerbaljun's
Nagorno-Karabakh territory

here Armenian militants are
&dw 38 soldiers hostage,
| authoritics said, re-
ports Reuter.

The Soviet Vremya Mmhe
news programme guo t
Mrblplj-ni lnt:ri::' Minister
(MVD) as saying a fierce gun-
fight took place in the north of

-Karabakh, a largely
Armenian-populated enclave
ruled by Aze

It gave no details but Tass
news agency quoted the
Azerbaljani Communist Party as
saying Armenian militants op-
posed to Azeri rule attacked an

The Russian information

| said 20 armored vchi-

had been drawn up around
Aterk village, the focal po
the confrontation with

with the Icader of a group

Lebanon he saw a "posi
in the Middle East,
Al Akbar Vclaya

3 killed
Armenian militants who have
seized interior confrontation
with Armenian militants who
have seized Intcrior Ministry
troops to force the release of
Zhura Pet known to his
followers as Napoleon, and
other rebel leaders.

The MVD has warned it {s
ready to use force to frce the

s, but therc was no sign
of a major militarization to free
the captives. .
Negotiations by mediators
from the Armenian govern-
ment led to the release of
three hostages last weck, but
talks at the weeckend were
deadlocked.

The republics of Aze
and Armenia have been the
scene of the Soviet Union's
worst bloodshed over the last
three years. Hundreds of peo-
plc have been killed in clashes
over the future of Nagorno-

‘Karabakh.

with Abbas Musawi, the head of

tion on Tthran's
the hos

high-profile role in the
Ifanian President Hashemi

who has called for

lages to be [reed, also attended the mceting with

Musawi, Iranian radio said in a report monitored by the
British Broadcasting Crop.

quoled the conlents of a secret draft of an agreement
negotialed with the United States, which spells out
s conditions for participating in a peacc conference

scheduled for October.

W asked to activate GATT:
George Bush asked the governors of American's 50
states on Sunday to use their influence to help get stalled
intecrnational trade ncgotiations going again, reports Reuter

global trade rules in the so-called
round of GATT (Gencral Agreement on Tarifls and
deadlocked on the issue of agricultural subsidies,

which many Europcan countries refuse to abandon.

8 Muslim militants shot dead in Kashmir:
indian troopers shol dead cight Muslim militants as rebels

kilied an Indian security officer Sunday in stepped

ap altacks

on paramililary contingents in the northern state of Kashmir,
reports AFP

A Kashmir

t spokesman in Srinagar said Indian

border guards in the Karan Sector ambushed and shot dead a
group of armed militants when they tried to cross the border
early Sunday and enter Pakistan.

Yanayev, career communist, Off the Record

assumes power with a bang

MOSCOW, Aug 19 : Not
many Sovicls had heard of
Gennady [. Yanayev, a carcer
Communist, when he was
elected Vice President of the
country a year ago. They will
now, reports AP,

The B3-ycar-old Yanayev
took over as Soviet President
on Monday on the grounds that
Mikhail S Gorbachev could not
longer perform his duty for

th rcasons, the Tass news
agency saijd.

The bombshell announce-
ment came only three wecks
after US President Bush visited
Moscow to sign with
Gorbachev the historic strate-
gic Arms Reduction Treaty to
slash long range nuclear
Weapons.

Yanayev was onc of the offi-
cials who grected Bush when
he arrived in late July.,

Yanaycv was a littlc-known

Man with mismatched
heart critical

SEATTLE (Washington]),
Aug 19: A man who received a
mismatched hcart last weck
because of a hospital mix-up is
in critical but stable condition
after undergoing a second
hcart transplant operation on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

"The patient received the
ncw heart in a four-and-a-halfl
hour operation that began at
2:30 AM. (0930 GMT). The
sGrgeons say it is an excellent
match,” Oregon Health
Sciences University Hospital
Spokeswoman Marcia Willims
said.

dustrial democracies but [atled
to persuade the Uniled States,
Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, ltaly and Japan to
bail out his stricken cconomy.

US President George llush
visited Moscow in laic July for
a summit mecling that re-
sulied in a major arms control
nt which Gorbachcv
said mecans the ‘cold war' will
never relum.

Gorbachev paved the way

for German unily by allowing a

r-nhlmmm
urope Iin which hardline

communisi regimes were suc-
cessively dismantled and the
Warsaw Pact was all but dis-
membered .

Gorbachev has also
over the abolition of the
Communists’ 72-year

rovincial party official before
coming Gorbachevs per-

'sonal choice for the job of vicel

president. His nomination was
approved by the Congress of

People's Deputies in
December.

Radical deputies immedi-

ately called fraud, but the vote

was declared valid. Yanayev's
election as vice president
came during the same legisla-
tive sessfon when former
Foreign Minister Eduard A
Shevardnadze resigned, warn-
ing of an impending dictator-
ship.

At the time, Yanaycv dis-
agreed with Shevardnadzc that
the country was heading to-
ward dictatorship, and said the
party had nothing to do with
Shevardnadze's decision to
resign.

Yanayev spent Hhis eight

months as vice president pri-
marily greeting forcign ofli-
cials. He was only rarcly scen
on Soviet television and his
comments were sporadically
reported in the Soviel press.

An ethnic Russian, Yanayev
is a member of the parliament
and the national Supreme
Sovict lcgislature. He also s a
mcmber of the CTommunist
Party's ruling politburo and its
policy-setting Central
Committee, and has a doctor-
ate in history and a law degree.

Yanayev graduated in 1959
from the Gorky Agricultural
Institute and obtained a law
degree in 1967 from the the
All-Union Juridical
Correspondence Institute, a
law school.

After completing his stud-
ics, Yanayev worked as a me-
chanical engincer in Gorky
before becoming a volunteer in
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MOSCOW : (FILES) Combo shows Soviet Premier Valentin P
KGB president Vladimir Kryuckov (r), two of the eigh
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viov (1) (14 Jan 91 filer), and
t members of the state of emergency
committee set up in Moscow 19 Aug following the ouster of Mikhail Gorbachev. —AFP photo

State Committee formed
to run Soviet Union

MOSCOW, Aug 19: The ofli-
cial Soviet news agency Tass,
announcing the removal of
Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev, said today a state
commilice had been formed
to run the country, rcports
[Reuter.

Tass listed Lhe members of
the commitlee as follows: O.D.
Baklanov, First Decpuly
Chairman of the USSR Dclence
Council,

V.A. Kryuchkov, Chatrman of

r:pn1hllc:.
His domestic political re-

forms included the creation of
a multi-party system, and
changing the constitution to
give rcal power to the
Parlaments in Moscow and
the 15 republics.

After four

ycars as

the KGB, V.S. Pavlov, Prime
Minister of the USSR, B.K.
Pugo, Interier Ministcr of the
USSR, V.A. Starodubtscy,

Chairman. of the Farmcors'

Union of the USSR, A.l
Tizyakov, DPresident ol the

Association of Stlatc
Entcrpriscs and I[ndustrial,
Construction, Transport and
Communications facilities of
the USSR, DT Yazov, Dclence
Minister of the USSR, GI
Yanayev, Acting President of
the USSR

Communist Party Chief, a post
he assumed on March 11,
1985, Gorbachev became
President of his country in May
1989, providing himsell with a
solid legal basis and indirect
popular mandate for his pow-
ers.
Four

months later he

NOW ALL SBMILES FADE : A file photo of Mikhail

Gorbachev and President George

Bush during their

summit meeting in Moscow recently.

the Communist Party's youth
organization, th¢ Komsomol.

In the early 1970s he came
to Moscow to become chair-
man of the USSR Committeec of
Y;ulh Organizalions, a group
that deals with fo )
movements. At Hmmmﬂﬂz:t
he wrote his dissertation on
intcrnational youth move-
ments.

Yanayev later served for six
ycars as deputy chairman of
the Soviet Friendship ’
a group thalt maintains non-
governmental
foreigners, primarfly in the
development world.

He later worked K as a
Komsomol official and in 1989
became an official of the gov-
crnment-run trade union or-
ganisation. He was elected to
the Communist Rarty Politburo
in July alter a party shakeup.

| ]|Gorbachev quits

for health
reasons : Tass

LONDON, Aug 19 : Soviet
Vice-President . Gennady
Yanayecv took over as President
today because of Mikhail
Gorbachev's health, Tass re-
ported, says Reuter,

The official ncws agency,
monitored in London, gave no
dctails, saying only that
Yanayev became President "due
to Gorbachev's inability to per-
form his duties for health rea-
sons.”

Yanayev took over in accor-
dance with Article 127 of the
Soviet Constitution, Tass said,
quoling a decree from the of-
fice of the Vice-President.

Tass gave no details about
60-year-old Gorbachev's il-
ness, nor did it say whether
the appointment of Yanayev,
54, was permanent.

Georgia PM
resigns :
FM fired

MOSCOW, Aug 19: The
primec minisler of the seces-
sionist rcpublic of Georgia re-
signed Sunday, and the foreign
minister was [ired, the oflicial
Tass ncws agency reported,
says AP.

The resignation of Tengiz
Sigua as prime minister was
prompled by his government's
failurc to halt cconomic de-
cline and a drop in living stan-
dards in the mountainous rc-
public, the agency said.

Also on Sunday, Gamsak-
hurdia fired Georgy Khosh-
taria, the republic’'s forecign
minister, Tass said. No rcason
for the dismissal was given.

Gorbacheyv strikes sweeping political
changes to see USSR in chaos

purged the ruling Politburo of
hardliners aflter sweeping
more than 100 old-timers
from the policymaking party
central committec.

He reinforced his authority
in 1990 by bcing appointed
Exccutive President, at the
sarhe time pushing the party
slightly to onc sidc in a bid to
block any organised resistance
to his reforms.

Having taken power at the
age of 54, the youngest
Kremlin leader since Josefl
Stalin, Gorbachev quickly im-
pressed his countrymen and
the outside world with his vig-

"~ orous but informal style of

lead®rship.

The result was a ferment
unmaiched in Soviet life since
the times of Nikita
Khrushchev, who denounced
Stalin in 1956 and. like
Gorbachev, encouraged a cul-
tural thaw which led to the
publication ol outspoken books
and more [rankness in the
press.

As the scale of Gorbachev's
ambitions beecame clear, so did
the extent to which his poli-
cies mel resistance in the vast
party and government bureau-
cracy and deep-rooted apathy
among milllons of Soviet peo-

ple.

From the summer of 1986
on, he increasingly filled his
speeches with attacks on his
opponents and no let-
up in his drive for ¢

contacts with

anxious about

The Baily Star 5

Buddhists pin great

MOSCOW: The Moscow
representative offlice of
the Cegtral Spiritual
Department of Buddhists
of the USSR has asked
Gavriil Popov, the Mayor of
Moscow, to examine the
possibility of allotting a
plot of land within its
boundaries to be used as a
construction site for a
Buddhist temple. Moscow
Buddhists motivate their

request by the growing
SCO of contacts with

Buddhists in other

hopes on Yeltsin

countriecs and alse numerous

requests from the Buddhist

community and hecad of diplomatic and trade missfons of
Asian countries who have no place of worship, reports 1AN.

In his interview to Novosti, Leonid Verkhovs

ky, a staller of

the representative office, said that unlike other world
religions, Buddhists arc the only community who have no
temple of their own in the Sovict capital.

Irrespective of the outcome of the official request,
Verkhovsky noted, Moscow's Buddhists inténd to discuss this
problem and some other issues with Popov and Russian
President Boris Yeltsin. Buddhists pin great hopes on Yeltsin

who previously hel

new building lor o needs.

them to obtain permission to lease a

Sakhalin to host
Korean festival

YUZIINO-SAKHALINSK: On Au

gust 17-18, the city will host

a pioneer South and North Korcan festival of performing arts

— a

joint initiative of the Sakhalin Korean Association and the

Sakhalin Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of Korea.

the of Korea's

in World War 1I. We shall also debate issues of
the event will bring it closer,” said

reunification. We

"These will be glorious dlﬂl for our ethnic culture, timed to

n from J 8018

eful

Kim Mee Oon, Association President, reports [AN.
Both foreign delcgations will discuss prospects for a
Korean Cultural Centre in Sakhalin with association activists

and regional officials.

YUGOSLAVIA : An unidentified old woman resident of
Okuchani (Western Slovania) cries near her destrqved
house August 18. Al least two: people were k(iﬁed
yesterday alfter a grenade attack by Yugoslav army.

— AFP/UNB photo

Japanese live longer
TOKYO : Japancse men and women have the world's
highest life expectancy and the women can cxpect to outlive

their male coun

by six years, reports Reuter.

terparts
A Health Ministry report released Monday showed that the

average life expec

tancy of Japanese women rose 0.05 years

over the past 12 months to a new world record of 81.81

The life expectancy of men declined by the same amount

to 75.886.

It is the sixth successive year

that J women have

held the world record for life expectancy, while men have
held the record for five successive years.

World reacts with
disbelief

LONDON, Aug 19: The
world rcacted with surprise
Monday to the starlling ncws
that Mikhail S Gorbachcv was
no longer president of the
Soviet Union, reports AP.

The official news agency
Tass rcported Monday that
Vice President Gennady
Yanayev had taken over and a
state ol emcrgency had been
declared for six months iIn
certain parts of Lhe country.

*This has come totally out of
the blue,” said a spokcswoman
for the British Forcign Office,
speaking anonymously.

World [inancial markets
plummcted, as the US dollar
and gold bullion — considered
safe investments in times ol
unrest — soared.

Stock markets in Sydney,
Tokyo and Hong Kong plunged
in c ic trading.

The Tokyo Stock Exchange
plummeted over 1,000 points,
or 5.23 per cont, as the Nikkei
Stock Average fell to
21,633.29 shortly aflter the
afternoon scssion .

Sovicts outside

try were equ

coun-

confusced and
news.

"I don't know {f Lhis is good
news or bad news,” said Yuri
lLyssenko, spokcsman for the
Soviet Embassy in Deijing.

Rodnecy Kennedy-Minolt, a
senfor rescarch fellow at the
Hoover Institution at Stanford
University, said he Lhinks
Gorbachcv was replaced in a
coup by right-wingers.

"We've been apprehensive
about that,” he said. "For the
past three or four weeks we've
been getting tn rumours from
the liberals in the Soviet Union
that a coup was possibie.”

British lawmakers warned
that the Sovict Union [accd
great instability

"Old-style hard-lkcft repres-
sion cannet solve the problems
of the USSR. Frve world gov-
ernments will have te co-ordi-
nate a fast effective responsc.”
said Conservative Party law-
maker Peter Botiomiley.

"Without direct interfer-
cnce we have to get the so-
called strongmen in Moscow
to realire that the apparent
weaknesa of the ballot paper
and arguments of
are more powerful than the
dead hand of state soctalism.”

ed before midnight

tadls are,” Popadiuk told re-

. "We haven't been

notified by the Sov'et gov-
ernment.”

He sald there were no tmme-

f Gorby's exit

said, when asked if the
command center was step-

American Acrospace
Defense Cmﬂﬁn:;
Colorade Springs p its alerts siatus as
monitors US and Soviet nu- #ﬂdeMtMI-
clear forces, sald late opments. -

and to

"monitoring news rcporis”
on the Sovict events but de-
clined to comment on their

possible military signifi-
cance.

detatls. The outgoin -
bassador, jack Matlock, lcft
his post last Saturday, and
the new ambassadar, Robert
Strauss has not yct arrived.

unexpected,”

diate scheduling changes The Embassy s in the care Sunday that American NORAD, located deep inside
for Bush, who was sched- of Charge d' Affairs Jim “We don't talk about alert sta- forces have not gone on in- C ne Mountain, uses
uled for an early morning Collins. tus or such things — that's creased military alert as a sat and other technol-
round of golf despite stormy A US Defense Department par for the course.” he said. result of the shakeup in the ogy to monitor missile
weather. n, Air Poroe . ﬁ'ﬂ-ﬂm Soviet Union. launches and air force

Popadiuk said the US Embassy Sam Grizzle, said the the US Space movements asound the
in Moscow was trying to get Defense Department was and NORAD, the North “Neo, certainly not.” Griffard world.




