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" Moulvi Tamizaddin Kl — A
Fighter for Constitution

by Razia Khan

P
(Yeday is the 28th death anniversary ::i{
Moul Tamizuddin Khan who made his mar

in the politics in Pakistan as a staunch fighter
?L:wutﬂutbﬂa! authority against the dissolu
of the short-lived Constituent Assembly of
which he was the Speaker, by the Army. A trib-
ute to the late Mr Khan, published below, has
been written by his daughter Razia Khan, a not:
ed t and writer. )
agiographical notices about one's near
ones are not rare. Conferring on dead people
honours that they themselves never dreami of
in their life-times is also a favourite practice.
But | am about to write about a reticent, self-
eflacing, humble person whose passion for self-
ection was nil. His tolerance and suavity
e it possible for me 1o become the inde-
pendent, outspoken person that | am.

While ather Moulvi Tamizuddin Khan
was alive, | acted on the stage, wrote outra-
geous poems, enjoyed a measurec of freedom,
which even male children do not have in con-

servative homes — in spite of his bef :
gt P pite o 8 ng an or

Leading a parlia-
mentary delegation to
Britain, he attended

the Queen's Coronation
and Buckingham Pal-
ace banquet, At the Sa-
voy, the hotel bearers
knew his habits and
served him fish and
vegetables. | could not
him what he did to
skip the 'Haram' meat
at Buckingham Palace
— because he sat at the
diiner table munching
his victual listlessly as
was his habit — clad in
his lungi and kurta —
breathing not a word
about these grand vis-
its. It seemed he had
come from his ances-
tral village, Khankha-
narpur, rather than
from England. Every
time he moved into his
official quarters we 5
were told explicitly | #
never to use his sta- | H e

the carpets, furniture

as things which never
belon to us. Nor did he say a word about

{, how he came to be what he was. From
his Private Secretary | learnt that the visit to
Britain had been [ruitful. lie had met Lord At-
lee, Viscount Astor at Chalteau House — where
father's speech had been appreciated. Because
he knew how to avoid lengthy, verbose sen-
tences and returned the toast in a light-
hearted humorous vein.

His love-hate relationship with the English
is typical of the trail left by colonists who had,
among them, real gentlemen as wrll as knaves.
Hogg the jailor insulted him, Simpson the F|‘.75|L[l-
or cured his gastritis by giving him milk —
when he was imprisoned by the British for or-

izing Congress volunteers at Faridpur.
orced Hogg to stand handculled for two

and two nights while he was chained to a

— he was later invited to Princess Alex-
andria's wedding. The then Iligh Commissioner
for Britain Mr Adair, visited him at the Dhaka
Civil and Milit Hospital and left him books

and bottles of . Needless to say the books
and bottles survived him as he died a few days

Father had renounced the title of Khan Ba-
hadur which had been conferred upon him af-
ter he had won the Legislative Assembly seat
In elections he had beaten Lal Miah, Sir A H
ﬂrl-mm"ll and the rrmdh Humayon Kabir —
several times giving up his own constituen
for less p?pul-.r cnnﬁ!dalu. Ed

When lather came out of jaifl he was penni-
less. He had worked for Non-cooperation on
the instruction of C R Das who was then Mayor
of Calcutta. But approaching him for a job or for
funds went against his nature. He resumed

and to consider : =
Late Moulvi Tamizuddin Khan

practice, contested elections and rose to be
members of the Indian/Pakistan Constituent
Asscmblies, Cabinet Minister, Speaker and Act-
ing President of Pakistan. He had also taught at
the National College of Calcutta, where Subhas
Bose was Principal.

Meeck and quiet, his firmness and courage
lay hidden within him. They came to surface
during exigencies. When the Constituent As-
sembly was cursorily dissolved by Ghulam Mo-
hammed with the help of the army, he issued a
warrant a‘ﬁalnst the then C-In-C Ayub Khan and
challenged the {llegal dissolution in court with
the help of D N Pritt.

Just before his death he visited the United
States on that country's invitation. He nret
President Kennedy at the White House and was
given the keys of the city of Washington by the
Lord Mayor. He also met Earl Warren, the Chief
Justice of the United States Supreme Court.
This is how the New York Times reported his
death:

"M Tamizuddin Khan, Speaker of the Na-

tional Assembly led a
- successful campaign to
i overturn a decision by
~a [ormer Governor
| General who had dis-
.~ solved the Constituent
Assembly of which Mr
. Khan was the Presi-
dent:...... He was an ar-
dent fighter in India's
Independence Move-
ment...... He had given
| up a lucrative practice
to join the Non-
cooperation Move-
. ment. In a recent arti-
cle he poked fun at his
British jailor. He wrote
. 74e | scveral works of fiction
i 7 % and was twice a mini-

{ ster of undivided Ben-

e The obituary in the
et London Times was
: w | equally glowing. In Pa-

e Thi =1 kistan roads have been
named after him. Here

4| he lies buried in the
@ Jatiya Sangsad pre-
= % mises. He uest-

ed the then President
Ayub Khan to send him

to his own land when he caught pneumonia at
Islamabad while conducting the Assembly pro-
ceedings as Speaker. His incomplete autobiog-
raphy reveals the idealism. uncompromisin
integrity of a man wore his early poverty an
later success with equal grace.

An English Honours graduate from Presiden-
cy College Calcutta he took his MA and LLB de-
grees from the University of Calcutta. He used
to publish a weekly named Madira, from his
own press in Calcutta. He published two novels
in Bengall. Immersed in his own work, one day
he suddenly stood at my door — | was playing
Tagore s Sonar Bangla — | saw his eyes glisten-
ing with moisture. The song which was to be
our national cry — was a reprieve from harrow-
ing work at the Assembly.

A Calcutta lawyer once told me that he had
seen my [ather on the verandah of Tagore's

Jorashanko House the day the poet died. Father
was then Education Minister in Bengal. He also
chaired the Nazrul-Aid-Committee when the
rebel poet fell ill
As Health Minister of Bengal he had X-ra

machines installed in Faridpur Zilla Hospital.
tie had been a relentless fighter for the peas-
ants in his in his young days and was the Dis-
trict Secretary of the Swaraj Party of C R Das.
After the death of C R Das, he lost faith in the
Congress and joined the Muslim League. He

fought the last elections with great reluctance
on my request — as he did not want to work
with Ayub. | argued that the withdrawal of peo-
ple like him from politics would mean the en-

try of half-baked unscrupulous persons in
utred.
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"| Minister for withdrawing

‘Noori, Joinul
President, Secy of

Editors' Council

Sanaullah Noori, Editor of
the Daily Janata was elected
President of the Bangladesh
Council of Editors here on
Sunday, reports UNB.

AQM Joinul Abedin, Editor
of Daily Shakti, was elected
uncontested the Secretary
General of the Council for the
second consecutive term.

Chowhdhury Mohammad

Farook, Editor of Daily Millat,

was elected Vice President

(City).

Four Vice-presidents who
were elected uncontested

from four divisfons are : Prof
Abdul Wahab, Editor, Dalily
Rupashai Bangla (Chittagong),
Liagwat Ali, Editor of Daily
Purbanchal (Khulna),
Mozammel Hoqu= (Rajshahi)
and Habibur Rahman Sheikh,
Editor of Daily Jahan (Dhaka).

Lions Club plan

for homeless

Lions Club of Dhaka

Karnaphuli will build 40
houses for the shelterless in
Bhola district, says a press re-
lease.
The construction cost of
these houses will be borne by
Lions Club International
Foundation and Nizam Uddin
Ahmed, President, Dhaka
Karnaphuli Lions Club and
General Seeretary of Bhola
mt}'. e

The decision was taken at a
meeting held recently in
Dhaka which was presided
over by Lion International
District 3156 B Governor Lion
Jalal Ahmed. The proposed
houses will be distributed
among the shelterless people.

~ No end to dwellers’ miséries in siggt
Flash flood grips Dhaka

city in times of rain

Large arcas of Dhaka city,
the national capital, look like
victims of flash flood in times
of heavy rains. A pedestrian has
to wade through knee-deep
water to move round the city.

Inadequate number of
canals and drainage system are
the main causes of water log-
ging in the city, Dhaka Water
and Sewerage Authority
(WASA) sources said.

The situation aggravates
when flood water enters the
city flood protection embank-
ment, which has no outlet, the
sources added.

Dhaka city protection em-
bankment project, which was
taken up in 1989 to protect
the metropolis [rom intrusion
of flood water and to drain out
excess rain water during mon-
soon by sluices fails to do the
needful, reliable sources said.

The first of two-phase em-
bankment project has not been
completed yet and drainage
system in the phase has totally
been neglected, according to
Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDB).

Water logging in the city
has been a serious problem
during the last few years but
the embankment itsell has
made the problem more seri-
ous, the WASA sources con-
firmed.

Referring to the inadequate
number of canals the sources
said about 32 canals were lo-
cated in Dhaka city during the
erstwhile Pakistan period but
at present the canals’ number

Report on leakage
of questions of

Comilla Board
today
The 1inquiry committee

headed by a judge formed to
probe the leakage of question
papers of the Comilla
Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education Board
would submit its report to the
government today (Monday),
reports BSS.

This was disclosed by the
Education and Cultural Affairs
Minister, Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury, while
addressing a press conference.

Prof Chowdhury said find-
ings of the report would be
made public in due course.

Rubber Industries

Owners' AssocC

formed

A 25-member managing
committee of Bangladesh
Rubber Industries Owners'
Association has been formed
recently with Shafiqur Rahman
as its President, reports BSS.

The committee was formed
at the general meeting of the
association here on August 16.

The meeting thanked the
Prime Minister and Finance
the
Value Added Tax (VAT) on
rubber chappal.
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Bangladeshi
poet honoured

The ‘World of Poetry’, an
American Organisation, has se-
lected Poet Khondkar Masudar
Rahman as Golden Poet for
1991 for his poem 'For Peace
Against War'.IL has invited him
to recetve his award and recite
the poem in New York on
September 2.

He is shortly leaving for
New York to receive the
Golden Poet Trophy person-
ally.

Of his fifteen books pub-
lished so far, ten are of Bengali
poems and one is of English.
The selected poem is from his
English book.

DCC sanctions
Tk one crore for

cremation house

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has sanctioned Taka one
crore for the development of
cremation house in its budget
for 1991-92, reports BSS.

According to a DCC press
release here, the figure was
mentioned Taka 12 crore er-
roneously in different dailies

Sunday.

Owner-workers
relation stressed

A discussion for solution to
the problems existing in the
Jabbar Jute Mills at Bhairab
was held with State Minister
for Labour and Manpower,
Rafiqul Islam Mia in the chair
at his office in Dhaka, reports
BSS,

The meeting was atlended,
among others, by State
Minister for Jute, Abdul
Mannan Bhutyan, Whip of
Jattya Sangsad, Ashral Hossain,
Dr Abdul Lattf MP, Rezaul

Karim MP, President of
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal,
lskander Ali, General
of Jabbar Jute Mills,
Mohammad Nasir and labour
leaders of the jute mill
During the discussion, em-
phasis was given on bullding a
good relation between owner
and workers and it was ex-
pected that just solution to the
problems existing in the mills
would be given soon, an official

| source said on 5“!‘!1.,’

Day temperature

rise

By Staff Correspondent

Light to moderate rain/shower with temporary gusty wind
is likely to occur at many places over Chittagong, Khulna and

Rajshahi division. Day temperature is likely to rise by 1-3 de-

grees Celsfus over the country.

The sun scts on Monday at 6-29 pm and rises on Tuesday
at 5-36 am. The highest temperature of 33.7 degree Celsius
was recorded on Sunday in Khulna while the lowest 23 de-

gree was reported from Sylhet.
Outlook for subsequent two day: rainfall activity

likely to

increase. Extended outlook for another five days: little

change.

The temperature and humidity of some towns and citics

on Sunday were:

Town/city temperature in Celsius humidity in percentage
X min P am 6 pm
[Diruabca 32.0 26.5 B0 73
Chittagong 32.3 26 .8 78 H5
Rajshahi 33.0 26.0 KA 82
Khulna 33.7 26.6 M 74
Cox's Bazar 30.6 25.5 77 B2
Sy lhet 32.5 26.86 K3 70
Barisal 31.0 250 "R B4
Rangpur 32.2 26 5 73 71
Srimangal 33.0 23 ﬂ‘_ B4 78

By Shahzad Monju

stands at about 13. They said
most of the canals were fully or
partially filled due to density of
the population and growth of
business centres in the city.

If the existing canals could
get proper maintenance facili-
ties such as yearly cleaning and
earthworks, then, water log-
ging in the city would not have
occurred some city dwellers
felt.

Alter a moderately heavy
rain fall, most of the roads in
old and new Dhaka city be-
come unsuitable for traflicking.

Roads in Azimpur, New
Market, Dhaka University,
Plassey, Purana Paltan,

Motijheel, Dilkusha, Nimtali,
Basabo, Shantinagar, Tejgaon,
Mohammadpur, Mirpur, Pallabi
and other different roads in
the old and new towns go un-
der water. Then rickshaw be-
comes the only main mode of
transport for city-dwellers.

"After a little rainfall, it
seems to me that Dhaka city
becomes captive of water log-
ging’, says a middle-aged man
Kazi Shahidul Haq, an oflicial
of Dhaka University. He has
been living in the city for about
two decades.

Because of neglected
drainage system, the suflerings
of the people are gradually in-
creasing with the passage of
time, a WASA engincer said.

Referring to the water rise
in the river Buriganga, one
engineer of Water and Power
Development Authority
(WAPDA) told The Daily Star
that Dhaka city protection em-
bankment may protect the city
from flood but water logging
from downpour will cause
flood in the city.

Aflter a moderately heavy fall
at Nimtalli in the city, pedes-
trians use boats to cross the
road from one place to an-
other. Almost same is the case
in other few city roads also.

The slum kids are seen
swimming on the roads.

When told that WASA s
mostly responsible for water
logging in city, a source placed
in a high position of the organ-
isation said Dhaka City

E,urpumtlnn too is responsible
r the drainage system of the
city.

He claimed that WASA has
been maintaining yearly clean-
ing operation in its about 125
kilometre storm drai line
and alleged that the City
Corporation was not maintain-
ing the drainage lines prop-
erly.

After repeated attempts,
this correspondent failed to
meet the Mayor of Dhaka City
to discuss the programmes of
the corporation regarding
drainage system in the city and
allegations on the Corporations
inelliciency.

The Corporation, however,
maintains about 112 kilome-
tres of storm drainage line.

The WASA sources also held
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartipakkha
(RAJUK)] and Deputy
Commissioner of Dhaka as re-
sponsible for faulty drainage

system.
RAJUK approves the houses

The Baily Star 3

or markets’ plan on the canals
which were the main outlets
for water drainage without
making any other alternative,
while the DC does not main-
tain the canals as its khash
lands and hands over some
canals for individual owner-
ship, the WASA alleged.
However, a committee
formed in this connection at
the directive of LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder to find out -
nent solution of water ng’
submitted some propo to
the Government last month.

‘The proposals stipulated yearly

drainage line cleaning and
emergency work for canals
wide open.

With Dhaka City Corporation
Mayor as its Chairman, the
committee also included rep-
resentatives from WASA,
RAJUK and Department of
Public Health Engineering
(DPHE).

Meanwhile, as per the pro-
posals, WASA has taken up a
crash programme to improve
city's system. A total
of 15 projects has been fi-
nalised and work is expected
to be launched from next sea-
sOn.

The projects will cost Taka
12 crore approximately and
negotiations for the fund s in
progress with Asian Deve-
lopment Bank (ADB).
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