Come to CHTTAGONG Come 1o

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT
The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
to try owr Eeni.nihjw*

We Cordially invite you
prepared and Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ana SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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-Inside Today
Article

The Gulf war is now
only a memory for
many, but in Iraq its
legacy lingers on in
I malnutrition, disease

and a crippled infra-
structure. A new FAO
report is predicting
severe famine
Page 4

Feature

Environment

Forestry has not yet
received proportionate
support in developmen-
tal priorities and plan-
ning perspective
Page 8

International

| A group of Kurds, in-
cluding.a four-month-
old underfed baby boy,
have been flown to Vie-
nna for medical aid and
artificial nourishment
Page b

Metropolitan

Lest We Forget

Razia Khan pays tri-
butes to Moulvi Tami-
zuddin Khan who made
his mark in Pakistan
politics as a staunch
fighter of constitu-
tional authority
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Intense lobbying conti-
nues in the United Sta-
tes to levy anti-dump-
ing duty on shop towel
imports from Banglade-
sh. US columnist says,
'It's time for the protec-
tionists to stop using
the trade laws to blud-
geon manufacturers in
less developed states’
Page 7

Salt mill owners con-
demned government
decision to import salt
through TCB. They
said prices would go
higher in the markets
as a result of the
decision

Page 7

NEWS BRIEFS

RUCSU polls
postponed

RAJSHAHI, Aug 18:
Rajs hahi authoritics
have clections
to the University's Central

unions to

4 SHERPUR, Aug 18:
Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Sangsad district unil today
called for an eight-hour hartal
in the town tomorrow de-

withdrawal of a gov-

Second Friendship bridge dpens

PM's call to identify
proper development

perspective

MYMENSINGH, Aug 18:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today called upon all patri-
otic forces to identify current
development perspective to
salvage country's ruined econ-
omy, reports UNB.

Begum Zia said this while
inaugurating the second
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Bridge at Shambhuganj in
Mymensingh on Sunday.

The bridge over the Old
Brahmaputra has been con-
structed at a cost of Tk 78
crore, including Tk 44 crore
provided by China. The con-
struction work on the 463.80-
meter long and 14.40-metre
wide bridge started in
December 1989 and com-
pleted five months ahead of
schedule.

According to local people,
the commissioning of the
bridge would make easier the
communication of Kishoreganj,
Netrakona and Sherpur dis-

tricts with Mymensingh town
and Dhaka.

The first h-China
Friendship Bridge was con-
structed over river Buriganga.
Work on the third Bangladesh-
China Friendship Bridge over
the Mahananda in Chapai-
nawabganj is expected to begin
by the end of this year.

Chinese special envoy

Madame Chen Muhua attended
the opening ceremony and
spoke on the occasion.

Communication Minister Ol
Ahmed, LGRD and Coope-
ratives Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder, AKM Fazlul Hugq,
MP, Nazem Ahmed Chow-
dhury, Secretary, Road and
Road Transport Division and
Ataur Rahman also addressed
the function.

Begum Zia underlined the
significance of road communi-
cation infrastructure for the
socio-economic development
of a country and said her gov-
emment was attaching impor-
tance to communication sys-
tem in the national develop-
ment programmes.

She hoped bringing all
upazilas of the country under a
greater road communication
network would be possible
within next few years.

Begum Zia said Shaheed
President Ztaur Rahman had
taken up steps for laying a
strong economic base for im-
proving the lot of the down-
trodden. But the autocratic
regime had destroyed its base,
she said, adding overall econ-
omy had been crippled due to
indiscipline, irregularities and
nepotism entrenched in dif-
ferent ters.

See Page 12 Col. 1
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Prime Minister Begum Khal

bridge) over the Old Brahmaputra in Mymensingh on Sunday.

New SSC exam system dropped

College lecturers

call off strike
after Govt decision
By Staff Correspondent

Lecturers of government
colleges under Dhaka, Jessore
and Rajshah{ boards will call
off their strike f(rom
Wednesday but those under
Comilla board will continue.

Bangladesh Government
College Lecturers Association
in a press release Sunday said
the sion was taken in view
of HSC examinations under the
three boards commencing
from Thursday. The lectureres
of colleges under the Comilla
board will continue the indefi-
nite strike since the examina-
tions under it are still far away,
scheduled from September 12.

The press release, signed
by Kamal Ataur Rahman and

Omar Faruq President and
See Page 12 Col. 6

The pass mark for each pa-
per in the Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) examinations
will be 33 calculated in a com-
bined way, not separately for
objective and narrative parts.

Education Minister Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury said on
Sunday the rnment had
accepted the three-point de-

mand of the agitating school

students and there would be
no objective questions iIn
mathematics, both compulsory
and clective papers.

Addressing a news confer-
ence at the National Academy
for Educatfonal Management
he clarified that first and sec-
ond division marks would re-
main unchanged — 600 and
450 respectively.

The Education Minister
said the government had ac-

By Staff Correspondent

cepted the demands in the
interest of peace and disci-
pline and called upon students
to go back to their schools.

Students of schools of
Dhaka city were agitating since
August 14 to press home their
demands that the pass mark
for each paper should be 33,
not 36 (20 for narrative and 16
for objective questions), that
pass marks should be deter-
mined as a whole not sepa-
rately, and that there should
be no objective part in ques-
tion papers of mathematics,
both compulsory and elective
papers.

During the past three days,
students in some areas of the
city went violent disrupting
road traflic and da ng a
large number of vehicles.

BSS adds: Profl Badruddoza
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eda Zia inaugurating the second Bangladesh-China Friendship Bridge (Shambhuganj

— PID photo

Chowdhury said the newly in-
troduced system was a pro-

ssive one and it was being
ollowed by many other coun-
tries including our netghbours.

The government had taken
decision in December 1988 to
introduce the system. He said
under this system, 50 per cent
of the questions will be narra-
tive and 50 per cent o fve.
The government had also de-
cided that the examinees
would have to pass narrative
and objective portions sepa-
rately. pass mark in the
objective portion was 20. In
the narrative portion the pass
mark was 16.

The Education Minister
said the new examination sys-
tem was introduced [rom 1989
in class eight as a preparation

See Page 12 Col. 1

Kader Siddiky demands trial of

betrayers al

Valtant [reedom fighter
Kader Siddiky Sunday vowed
that he would never compro-
mise with those who betrayed
Ban hu Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman and continue his
struggle for trial of the killers

“number

By Staff Correspondent

of :
He was addressing a spon-
taneous gathering of a ge
of Awami Lecague
workers and supporters In the
Central Shaheed Minar
premises soon afler his release

Kader Siddiky with his wife waving to the crowd after his
release from the prison ward of PG Hospital on Sunday.
— Star photo

ong with Mujib killers

from the n ward of P G
Hospital £ a Supreme
Court order. The gathering ac-
him from (he hos-

pital to the Shaheed Minar.
"If | demand trial ol the
killers of Bangabandhu, | also
demand trial of those who

miserably failed to protest the
killing of Banga hu at that
time. If | demand trial of

Khondaker Mustaque, | also
demand trial of those who
ganged up with him leaving
Bangabandhu in a pool of blood.
If | demand trial ol Farooq,
Rashid and Dalim, | also de-
mand trial of those who [alled
to ltve up the idecals of Banga-
bandhu, no matter whether
they were Awami Leaguers or
not. | cannot sit beside them
in the party,” Siddiky told his
audience.

Referring to the Indemnity
Repeal Bill he said though the
bill had come up after 16 years
of the assassination of Banga

See Page 12 Col. 1

Repeal of Indemnity
Ordinance vital to
establish law: Sajeda

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League Oeneral
Secretary Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury said Sunday that
the repeal of the Indemnity
Ordinance was necessary for
establishing rule of law, a basic
pre-condition of a democratic
system.

She was speaking at a sem
inar organised by the Mahila
Awami League at the Awami
League central office to ob-
serve the [6th death anniver-
sary of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujfbur Rahman.

Eminent educationist
Mosharral

Dr
Hossain, Awami
League presidium member
Sy:l Zohra Tajuddin, Acting
Editor of the dafly Sangbad

See Page 12 Col. 7
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Recovered property, cash incompatible
with Ershad's sources of income : AG

Attorney General Aminul
Haque said on Sunday that the
property and cash totalling
Taka 2.20 crore found in de-
posed President Ershad’'s pos
session was incompatible with
his known sources of income.

The prosecution in Ershad’'s
wealth amassing case in the
Special Judge Court yesterday
gave an account of the total in-
come of the accused since
1952 when he joined service,

Attorney General Aminul
Haque said that Ershad’'s total
income from all known
sources was Taka 73.21,527
including his salary and other
benefits from his job amount-
ing to Taka 25, 63, 947. His
income also included house
rent received from his two
houses in Rangpur and his pa-
ternal property.

On the other hand the total
value ol his assets, property
and cash in hand has been cal-
culated at Taka 2,94 88,765,

In the Court of Special
Judge Mohammad All Khan

By Staff Correspondent

four more prosecution wit-
nesses deposed yesterday,
while two of the witnesses who
deposed ecarlier were recalled.

The prosecution also pro-
duced 31 gift items including
monograms of different histor-
ical monuments, tvory decora-
tion pieces, a samurai sword,
woodwork art pieces, Rukmint
Murti recovered from the Sena
Bhavan and found to be his
personal belongings.

The two prosecution wit-
nesscs recalled were the
Senfor Officer of the Janata
Bank Motalib Alf and the
Senior Officer of the Agrani
Bank Ayub Ali Miah. They gave
witness on the limitations of a
bank regarding the amount of
money (o be kept in a branch
at a time.

Ayub Ali Miah said that an
‘A’ grade branch of a bank can
preserve Taka 20 lakh at a
time, while a 'B' grade branch
Taka 10 lakh, 'C' grade Taka 5
lakh and 'D’ grade Taka 2 lakh.

If any depositor wants to

draw more than the limited
amount he must notify the
bank at least a day in advance
ol drawing the money. __

Then prosecution witness
Nurul Huda, an offTicer of the
Bureau of Anti-corruption of
Rangpur district, deposing be-

fore the Court corroborated
the statements of Shamsur

Rahman and Shahjahan Miah of
the PWD who assessed. the
property of Ershad in Rangpur.

Prosecution witness Farid
Ahmed, the Assistant
Accountant (military accounts),
deposing before the Court said
that Ershad joined the services
as a cadet on the 3lat of
January 1852 and returned
from Pakistan on November
24, 1973.

He said that Ershad was re-
tired from the armed forces on
the 31st of August 19886.

During the cross-examina-
tion by the Defence Lawyer
Sirajul Haque, prosecution
witness Farid Ahmed said that

See Page 12 Col. 3

Mizan, Shah
Moazzem to
contest from

Rangpur

By Staff Correspondent

Former Prime Minister
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
and Deputy Prime Minister
:::h Moazzem Hossain have

n nominated as Jatfya Party
candidates in Rnngm.:li and 6
constituencies in the
September 11 by-election.

Nurul Huda Sultan of
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party(BNP] and Ashiqur
Rahman of Awami League will

See Page 12 Col. 3

No ULFA base
in Bangladesh

Foreign Secretary Abul
Ahsan Sunday categorically de-
nied existence of any base of
the United Liberation Forces of
Assam (ULFA) in Bangladesh,
reports UNB.

When his attention was
drawn to an AIR report quot-
ing M. N. Jacoob, Indian Unfon
Minister of State for Home,
Ahsan dismissed it as "basless
and without any foundation.”

Jacoob was Saturday re-
ported to have said ULFA
forces have base inside

Ahsan made it clear that
Bangladesh never allows any
forces to use its territory for
launching unlawful and subver-
stve activities against India and
other countries.

_Press note
3 killed as police
opens fire in
self-defence
in Sitakunda

Three persons were killed
and six others injured when
the police opened fire In sell-
defence at Choto Darogarhat in
Sitakunda thana of Chittagong
district early Sunday morning,
according to a press note is-
sued by the Home Mintstry,
reports BSS.

The press note said that a
mobile police force found a
gang of dacoils engaged In
committing dacoity by putting
barricade on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway at 2 O'clock Saturday
night. At a later slage suspicion
crept into the minds of the lo
cal people about the activities
of the police and they caught
hold of one peolice constable
with rifle. When the officer in
charge of the thana went to
the spot at 6 a. m. Sunday

| along with a police force after

receiving the report they were
intercepted the local peo-
ple. The police were com:

lled o open [ire in seli-de-
Ennr As a result, three per-

Syndicate to fix
date of DU
opening after
consultations

By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University Syndicate
has decided on Sunday to re-
open the university as early as
possible.

The Syndicate will fix the
date aflter consultations with
all concerned including the
Dhaka University Teachers
Association [DUTA) and the
date of reopening the residen-
tial halls aflter consultations
with the provosts.

The decisions were taken at

an tﬂ:rpncL meeting of the
Syndicate held Sunday at the
residence of the Vice-

Chancellor with Prol Mani-
See Page 12 Col. 4

APSU plans march

CHITTAGONG, Aug 18:
Shibir activists today caller! jor
a 72-hour strike at the volatile
Chittagong University begin-
ning tomorrow when APSU iIn
a counteraction will launch a
march toward the campus to
flush out “"terrorists,” reports
UNB.

Islami Chhatra Shibir-
backed Sangrami Chhatra

gave the strike call at a
rally held in front of the
Chittagong Press Club this
aflternoon to protest last
Wednesday 's attack on Shibir
supporters and demanding
removal of Vice-Chancellor

Mohmmad Strajuddin.

Classes and administrative

function of the untversity have

toward CU campus

already remained paralysed for
the last five days since the lat-
est violence followed by two-
day strike called by Shibir.

The Shibir-enforced 48-
hour strike ends at Sunday
midnight, giving start to the
72-hour shutdown in the name
of Sangrami Chhatra Otkya.

The All-Party Student Unity
(APSU), excluding JCD, is also
observing a two-day anti-Shibir
action programmes which will
culminate in the march toward
the volatile campus.

A Shibir activist, Mollzur
Rahman of Physics Department
of the varsity, was allegedly
beaten up by rivals at the gate-
1 of the campus this afternoon.

See Page 12 Col. 8

Iran wants pressure on Israel for Palestinian hostagesrelease

TEHRAN, Aug 18: |srael
must be pressured to f(ree
Palestintan and Lebanese cap-
tives, but there is a positive
trend in efforts to resolve the
hostages-prisoner {ssue,
Iranian Foreign Mimister AN
Akbar Velayat! said today, re-
F:qu-tl.m speaking

was
to members of the European
Parliament, said, “Something
positive s for the
settiement of this alflair and
now lsracl must be put under
pressure (o free Lebanese
Palestintan hostages *

Velayati, quoted by Tehran
Radio, said he that U N
Secretary Javier perez
de Cucllar's involvement in the

issue atiains “positive results.”

vivi

Aya
in remarks carried by Tehran

Radio,
should
Palestinians arrested In a
:::hdu-n on the uprising

do not expect an immediate
breakthrough on the hostage

issue despite a frenzy of

di ic activity last week
an American and British
hostage were freed.

The hard-Uine and sole sur-
son of Iran's late
Ruhollah Khomeint,

Israel also
thousands of

“if Westerners are really de-

‘enders of human rights, they
must
Zionist
sands of Musitm hostages are

put pressure on the
regime so that thou-

released from that country's
prisons.” said Khomeini.

His reference to thousands
instead of hundreds of prison-
ers meantl he included
Palestinians arrested on the
West Bank.

israel has repeatedly said
fts 8,000 Palestinian prisoners
will not be
deal on and its miss-
ing servicemen. Hos talks
have focused on exc
300-400 mostly Shi'lte
Lebanese detainees under
Isrmel control for seven miss-
ing lsracli servicemen, or their
remains, and the Western

"On the fssue of the release
of the Thostages, the

Westerners are, as on all other

part of any package .

matters, making their inter-
ests and demands the funda-
mental issue.” Khomeini said
on Tehran Radio.

He sald the West must
pressure lsracl to free Sheik
Abdul-Karim Obetd if it wants
its hostages in Lebanon re-

leased soon.
Obeid, 33, a prominent
Shi‘ite cleric, was napped

by airborne lsracli commandos

from his home In south
Lebanon in July 1980,
Palestinian leaders f(rom

Isracii-held territories met se-
cretly in London this weekend
with the PLO for talks which

determine whether they
will attend a su wer-
sponsored Middle peace
conference.

Palestinian Nationalists
Faisal Al-Husseni, Hanan
Ashrawi and Zakaria Al-Agha
conferred with Palestine
Liberation Organisation offi-
cials and academics, including
an expert on international law,

The Palestintan committee,
whose composition was ap-
c&d by the PLO executive,

been discussing guarantees
sought by Palestinians of the
United States ahead of a peace
conference which Washington
and Moscow want to convene
in October.

are t o resolve
the issue of who will t
Palestinians in the of
Israeh to participa-
tion by the PLO and by
Palestinians [rom East

ence should be

Jerusalem

lsrael has said it would at-
tend the conference on condi-
tion the question of Palestinian
representation is decided first.

The London Committee has
been joined by a top PLO offi-
cial carrying PLO Chatrman
Yasser Aralat's matructions
from Tunis and il will putl its
recommendations to the PLO
for endorsement.

The source said Arafat's in-
structions included d call that
the goal of the peace confer-
to ensure
lsrmell withdrawal from terri-
tories occupied in the 1967
Middle East war including East

Jerusalem. He also wants as-
surances of a halt 1o lsarmell set-

tliements In occupled Arab

sons were killed and six others

| See Page 12 Col. 2

Boro Pukuna
coal mine
viable, say

Chinese experts

A Chinese experts' team has
commented the coal mine of
Boro Pukuria is economically
viable and the extraction pro-
cess will be easier and edp-
nomical, reports UNDB. '

The eight-member team of
China National Machinary
Import and Export and Design
Institute led by Jung Ju said
this Sunday at a technical

meeting of Petro Bangla alter
visiting the proposed Boro
Pukuria coal mine arca.

The meeting was presided
over by Chairman ol Petro
Bangla (Bangladesh Ofl, Gas
and Mineral Corporation-
BOGMC) M A Lutful Matin.
Directors and other officials of
the Corpomation attended the
meeting.

The Chinese experts said
coal could be extracted from
the proposed area for 40 to 50
years and expressed optimism
about economic and technical
aspects of the mine.

Related story on page ©

Sirajul Hossain
quits JP
By Staff Correspondent

| Hossain Khan, a Vice
chairman of Jatiya Party, on
Sunday quit the party In
protest against fis present
policies ;

In a statement, he an-
nounced his fon from
his JP posta of vice-chairman,
member of the presidium and
also from primary membership

of the party
See Page 12 Col, 8§



