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BEACH, Calil, Aug
17: Gabriela
Sabatini, ben-
efiting from a
host of unforced
errors, rallied

from a 1-5 deficit in the third
set to defeat Lor HI:HQII 6-3,

4-8, ~7-5 Frida ‘e the
quaiferfinals of the Virginia
Slims of Los Angeles, reports
AP,

Sabatini, the second seed,
played a streaky and uneven
match, but McNeil, seeded Neo.
8, wasted two match points as
she fell in the third set.

McNeil's first match point
came at 5-1 in the third set on
Sabatini's serve, but McNeil hit
a backhand volley wide.
Sabatini followed with a fore-
hand winner and held serve
when MeNeil hit a backhand

into the net.
McNeil had another chance

Americans crowd Indlanapohs semis

INDIANAPOLIS,
Aug 17: Call them
the young Ameri-
cans — Jim Cou-
rier, Pete Sam-
pras and David
Wheaton. Leaders of the
country's resurgence in the
world tennis rankings and
to knock heads in the
US Men's Hardcourts Cham-
, reports AP,
ans outnumbered
Boris Becker 3-1 in
today’'s revenge-tinged semifi-
nals of the dirs 1 miliiun
tournament.

Beckér beat Wheaton 6-5.
7-6, 7-6 in the Wimbledon
sefnis before losing Lhe title to
upstart countryman Michael
Stich. "I was real upset about
losing that match,” said
Wheaton, who advanced to a
rematch with Becker aller a 6-
1, 6-4 quarterflinal victory
Friday over French teen-ager
Fabrice Santoro.

Becker ‘ held off ninth-
seeded Jakob Hlasck 6-4, 7-5.
No 6 Sampras beat unseeded
Richard ol Australia
7-6 (7-1), 6-2 Courier de-
feated No. 8 Andrel Cherkasov

6-2, 7-5.
and Courier were
also red for the second
5 t week in a scmifinal.
, the US Open cham-
pion, deleated Courier, the
French Open winner, at the

ATP w'llhﬂl in Mason,

win at 5-4 bul double-
llulwd on match point and lost
the game on two unlforced er-
rors. Two games later, Sabatini
won the maich at love as
McNeil double-faulted twice.

MecNeil had eight double-
faults in the match, six in the
final set.

"l didn't do anything spe-
cial,” Sabatini said. "She didn't
want the maitch. |1 probably
didn't win the maitch. |
thought | was going to lose it.”

McNetl that she let
the match slip away.

"If | had been a lot more ag-
gressive, | would have won,”
she said. "I gave her the op

tunity to get to the net n
she was down. At 5-4, | kind ol
rushed things a bit."

Sabalini advanced Lo meet
Japan's Kimiko Date in
Saturday's scmifinals.

In ' other quarterfinal

matches, third-sceded Arantxa

At 23, Becker is older and
more experienced than his
American counlerparts. The
world's top-ranked player has
won twice in three years and is
seeded No. 1 here,

Sampras, who turned 20 on
Monday, is out to changc that
trend. "It would be nice il an
American won,” he said. "I
think, American tennis is as
strong as it ever will be.”

Becker agreed, singling out

Sanchez
after d the nut sel lnd
e W st g i AR
C 4-6, 6-4, 8-0.
Date advanced by beating Jo
Durie of Great Britai» 8-4, 6-1.

Tup -séeded Hnnlcl lchl

pointa o her serve -

af.‘mpolnt- Paz fought off a
match point in the seventh

game and held serve, only to

have Seles serve out the
match.

"l was feeling better about
going to the nct tonight,” Seles
said. "I'm working on that. My
net game is a lot better than a
menth ago.”

Paz said Scles was too much
for her.

"l started to play well but I

the trio as ,the game's future
greats.

"Those players are there for
good,” he said. "I belicve I'll
play them many, more
times and in big finals.”

Wheaton is 0-3 lifetime
against Becker, but they've
never played on hardcourts.

"l expect him to serve-and-
volley,” Becker said. "I'll mix it
up more than Wimbledon. |

expeet short points.”

Ivanisevic beats his idol

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut,
Aug 17: Fiflth seed Goran
Ivanisevic says his boyhood
tennis idol was John McEnroe,
but that didn't stop him from
breezing past McEnroe in
straight sets 6-4, 6-2, in the
Volvo International tennis
tournament on Friday, reports
Reuter.

Sixteenth sced Mare Rosset
also continucd to down oppo-
nents with a blistering serve,

ousting Michael Chang in
the Quarter-finals 6-3, 6-2.
Petr Korda, the 11th seed
dﬂ'lrnad Omar Camporcse 6-4,

Todnyl scmiflinals pit
Ivanisevic against ninth-seed
and defending champion
Derrick Roslagno, who won
after Richard Krajicek retired
with a kncc‘rﬂ ry at 3-6, 2-1.

Korda will face

each other in the other semi-
final.

McEnroe lost to the 19-
year-old Yugoslavian Friday as
quickly as he won his straight
set victory on Thursday.

Ivanisevic, who said as a
child he would watch McEnroe
on television and admire his
feisty behaviour, his
first serves past a flatfooted
McEnroe, winning 91 percent
of them.

He also denied McEnroe .his
lethal net game, frequently
passing him at the net.

"I was playing very well and
he didn't a chance,” said
Ivanisevic with a smile.

"When my serve is good, the
rest of my game is solid,” said
Ivlnhc\rlc "If 1 get my first

in, I get more confi-
dcnum:wmndﬂmh-

was too anxious to win,” she

tough match. 1 waited to pass
her and | also started serve-

and-volleying more. If won :ll
mnd.:tl knew I'd win

Playing in just his mund
tournament ol the summer,
the 22-yecar-old Wheaton said
he's saving himself for the US
Opcen, beginning Aug 26,

"l didn't play great today. By
next week, I'll be ready to go,”
he said. '

Courier also said he isn't
playing his best tennis, yet he's
winning matches.

He turns 21 today, but
Courier is 0-2 playing on his
birthday with losses to Michael

and Becker in tnum
ments the last two ycars.

"It should be a fun day to
play,” he said.

Since they know each
other's games well, Sampras
said he must serve well and
rush the net against Courier.

."1 can't hang back too much
against Courier because Jim is
more penetrating from the
backcourt,” he said.

If Becker withstands the
American challenge, he could

be playing for a third
Hardcourts title Su . A vic-
tory would tie him with three-

time winners Ted Schroeder

and Stan Smith, both
Americans.
He'll also gain a few rank-

points over No. 2 Stefan
who lost this week at
the V International.

"We chased the No | spot
for so long. It's a new feeling
that he's not in thedrl'lr
Becker said. "Maybe | can hold
him ofl another week."

Tokyo promises tough contests

m LONDON, Aug 17:
Exirovert Ame-
rican sprinters,
uninhibited Afri-
can middle-dist-
ance runncrs and

uropean field
combine in a heady
arid cultures at

mix of si

A we adds a finishing touch to the National Stadium in Tokyo on August 16 in

gold in all three champi-

ips when he defends
100 metres and long jump ti-
tles.

At the age of 30, Lewis s
still an astonishing athicte and
the jump gold already
looks a Ilty despile some
optimistic noises f[rom
American tcammate Mike
Powell.

in the 100, though, Lewis
faces his explosive Santa
Monica track club teammate
Leroy Burrell the world record
holder and world number one
for the past two ycars.

Burrell and 200 metres
sprinter Michael Johnsen
represent the new generation
of athletes since the sport
wenl professional in 1983 and
both should be wealthy men
when they retire.

Lewis was the [irst athlete
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and trainers shows that drugs
wcre an integral part of east

European training pro-
grammes.

And Ben Johnson, winner of
the 100 metres title in Rome
in world record time, has
since had his title stripped
and world mark expunged fol-

lowing a posilive dope test at
th:l“!-wulowmt
No such cver
m-:ucuuu-m
who emerged as a force iIn

Rome after a mediocre show-
ing in Helsinki.

KENYAN CHALLENGE
Following Helsinki, Kenya
harncssed modern training
methods o pure natural talent
with results.
Kenyans won gold in the
men's 800 metres, 10,000 and
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preparation for the forthcoming World Athletic Championships, starting on August 23.

pete in Tokyo, a blow to the
ambitions of International

Amateur Athlctic Fedceration

(IAAF) President
Nebiolo

Primo

Nebiolo was desperately
to have South Africans
at the first major

:
1;5

it
it

!
:
i

!
!
5
1

i
?

marathon in Rome. They were

even more successful in the

lollowing year at the Seoul

Olympics with 800,1,500,

$,000 and 3,000 metres
titles.

This year in the 800 metres
alone they field defend
mmm-ﬁ

Olympic Gold medallist Paul
Ereng while Olympic 5,000
metres champion and four
times world cross country

alter Zambian Samuel
Matete s second only to
Moses in the all-time 400

fastest in the world ycar over
1.500.

have traditionally
dominated the [ield events
with one of the champi-
onships’ outstanding competi-
tors :'.l.'rtlln to be Ukranian

ﬁu strength and agility
have propelled him to four
world polc vault records this

m:nhd'rnl:ybmuldmn

The hecat and stifling hu-
midity of Tokyo late in August
will suit the sprinters with the
prospect of times close to the
currcnt world rccords by the
high-stepping Johnson in the
men's 200 and Mcriené Ottey
in the women's event.

Ottey considers Florence
Griflith-Joyner's world 100
metres record of 10.49 to be
out of reach but reckons she
can break the American's 200
mark of 21.34 if conditions are
favourable.

Born in Jamaica, educated
in the United States, resident
in ltaly and afliliated to a
Spanish club, Ottey is the
Epitome of the modern inter-
national runner.

At 3] she is also a tribute to
modern conditioning methods
which enable athletes to con-
tinue years after their prede-
cessors would have have re-
tired.

SA athletes to
attend IAAF meet

JOHANNESBURG . Aug 17 : A
group of South African track
and field athletes said

Sport
Seles, Sabatini, Sanchez in semis It

HAVANA, Aug 17:
A 16-year-old
Cuban student
helped make it
black Friday for
the United Sta-
tes in the Pan-American
Games here when he snatched

Cuba's Mario Gon:alez exults after mnnmgmen 8 Eﬂﬂ metre bren.atstruke ﬁnal in the Pan-

ran as he numbled the Cuban
anthem before President Fidel
Castro prescnled him with the
gold medal.

It was a dark day for the
United States whlch has suf-
fered a rash of stinging set-
backs. in Havana and nceds

gold — were disqualified in the
heats when anchorman bon
Utley took off 3/100 searly in
the final exchange with John
Miranda.

"The boys f[ecl really bad
about it," said Sean Killion who
won the men's 400m [recstyle

American Games on August 16. Gonzalez won with a new Pan-American record of 2:15.50.

victory with the closing
strokes of the men's 200-

| metres breaststroke, reports

AFP.

With a frantic crowd urging
him on, Mario Gonzalez over-
hauled Nelson Dicbel of the
United States in the last 15
metres to clock 2m 15.50s in

his first top-flight mcet.

Borne in triumph around

the pool by his teammates. The
unknown broke down

and wept and the tears still

gold medals desperatcly if it is
to match Cuba's bulging hoard.

On the diamond Efrian
Garcia of Puerto Rico — which
Thursday eliminated the US
squad from the men's basket-
ball — grandslammed the
United States out of the base-
ball and set his team well on
the way to a 7-1 upset victory
in the semifinals.

And in the swimming pool
the US 4x100m freestyle relay
squad — clear favnuﬁlta I'nr

for the United States in a [ast
3m 50.38s.

The disqualification marked
the first time the United
States had not won a men’s
swimming relay in the Pan-
American Gamcs.

"l had been aiming to get a
medal. But during the race |
realised suddenly that 1 could
win the gold,” said Gonzalez,
first singled out as a promising
swimmer al age nine.

Gonzalez, whu is preparing

Under the shadow of Stevenson

HAVANA, Aug 17 :
Cuban heavyw-
eight Felix Savon
is favoured to win
a gold medal at
the Pan-American
Games Sunday, but no matter
how impressive he will not
escape the long and adored
shadow of the greatest amateur
heavyweight of them all,
reporis Reuter.

To Cubans the main man in
boxing is still, after all these
years, ‘Teo’' — Teolilio
Francisco Stevenson — the
man who put Cuban fighters on
the map lorever with his three
Olympic medals, in 1972,
1976 a 1980, three world
amateur championships and a
321-9 record in all those years
of ighting under his country's

rs.

Stevenson, 39, now and re-
tired since 1988, was so good
and such a big draw that he
was once oflered a million dol-
lars, back when that was a lot
of money, to turn profcssional.

The idea was to match him
with Muhammad Ali, then at
his prime, to settle the ques-
tion of which man was the
greatest heavyweight of their
generation and possibly of all
time.

‘| was in (West) Germany in
1972 when | was ollered a deal
by people in the US boxing
world,” Stevenson told Reuters
this weck.

“They didn't tell me their
names and | didn't ask. They
repeated the offer and then
when | said no they offered my
coach moncy to convince me
to do.

"But | wouldn't :::u:hnnge
my country and my health
any sum of moncy,”
Stevenson, who probably muld
have had to defeat from Cuba if
he had turned professional be-
cause [ighling lor money is
outl on this communist
island .

“Yeah, | wanted to fight
him. We offered five (amatcur)
fights with three rounds each

¥
L
s

(

ﬂpﬂfndcn-l sprlnl in the

any, on Aug 14.

or three fights with five rounds
each,” Slt:w:nsnn said, "But we
never received any reply.”

| wanted to and was pre-

pared .to compele with hime

When you compete, you hope
to do your best and win the

gold medal. You might get the
silver. but | wanted the chance
against him,”

Stevenson said Ali "Was a
great person and a great ath-

lete and I'm worried about his

health. 1 haven't spoken ‘to
him, | only know what I've
read or heard.”

"He was a grcat boxer. He
was technically excellent. |
loved watching him.”

Stevenson has undergone a
kind of social rehabilitation in
the past few years. He had
fallen out of favour after an au-
tomobile he was driving killed
a motorcyclist. He was acquit-
ted of any wrong doing, but
some stigma stuck.

But Stevenson's fame is so
wide that last month when
South African black leader
Nelson Mandcla visiled to
thank Cuban President Fidel
Castro for his country's sup-
port he asked il Stevenson was
still fighting. Castro then in-
troduced the ex-fighter to
Mandela, a sure sign that
Stevenson is completely re-
habilitated.

But for most Cuban sports
fans Teo' needs no rehabilita-
tion. He was, s and always will
be their hero.

The respect and even adula-
tion is apparent by the crowds
drawn to him when he appears
in public, many [ans scram-
bling to get his autograph or lo
be in a photograph with him.

Cycling record

STUTTGART, Germany, Aug
17: Francis Morcau of France
on Saturday sct a world indoor
cycling record for 5,000 me-
ters, covering the distance in

5 minutes, 40.617 seconds,
reports AP.

to beat Japan's B
World Cycling Championships in Stuttgart,

And the 6'-5" ex-fighter
seems to love the attention
and the chance to chat with
his [ans, just like the man he

‘was compared ‘to lor so many
years, Muhammad Ali.

But the sad difference is
that while Stevenson fires back
answers and quips, Ali's
Parkinson's syndrome often
permits only a mumbled,
painfully slow response, so
different from his machine-
gun delivery of just a few years

And while Stevenson walks
nimbly through a crowd, Alf's
once lighting, fast [eet now
only gingerly shullle along.

But sitting at a table or
standing head and shoulders
over the crowd, Stevenson's
similarities with Ali are
breathtaking. Sceing Steve-
nson for the first time, one
even thinks for a second he is
Ali.

Then the thought is that it
is Ali as he should be, an artic-
ulate, impish elder statesman
of boxing, of sports.

Stevenson has the same
round face, high cheek boncs
and bronze-colpured skin. The
Cuban is a little taller and

broader than the former three-
time world heavyweight cham-
pion. Ali in his prime and
Stevenson now have similar
gaits — that boucing, confident
rolling motion of an athlete.

The two men even have the
same hairstyle and when
Stevenson sits at a ncws con-
ference he supports his head
with his hands covering most
of his face, like Ali would do,
his eycs playfully darting
around the room. _

When the Cuban hero lifts a
glass ol water his hands are
sicady, his movement sure.

In a different world, Ali now
moves his hands — once said
to be the fastest and surest
ever seen In the ring — very
slowly and often must grasp
onc hand with the other to
stop the tremors.

guo Namigata (R) in

— AFP photo

s a black Friday for US

to enter a university, said
had been
three hours a day

He was lying third unul the
turn at 150 metres when he
came off the wall faster than
the United States’ Tyler
Mayfield and started a sensa-
tional last length.

As Gonzalez closed on
leader Diebel, Castro rose to
his feet and swayed in rhythm
with Gonzalez quickl:
strokes. The Cuban reac 3
the wall first with a super- °
charged final 15 metres and as
the crowd exploded his team-
mates leapt into the diving
pool whooping in wild excite-
ment.

It was the first time the
bearded Cuban lcader had
watched the swimming

"Having Fidel there sort of
helped me,” said Gonzalez, the
first Cuban to win swimming

_pl:lltlhp-lﬂll-l:t.

"It was very moving. He is
80 young and does not have all
that much strength.

In baseball, the U.S. opened
the scoring against Puerto Rico
but met disaster with one
swing of the bat from Garcia in
the top of the third. With the
bases loaded Garcia deposited
a fastball from Jell Ware in the
left field bleachers to make it
4-1,

~ Puerto Rico added a run in

the sixth on a balk by U.S. re-
liever Kennie Steenstra. U.S.
head coach Ron Polk was
thrown out of the game for vio-
lently arguing the call with the
first-base umpire.

Jorge Aranzamendi topped
oflf the game for the Puerto
Ricans with a two-run double
in the eighth,

Ware said on his giving up
the Grand Slam to Gargja: "On
the step back during my wind
up, my spikes got caught on
the mound. | tried to regain
my balance and thought 1 had
correcled it by the time [ re-
lcased the pitch.

“Unfortunately it was a fast-
ball that went right down the
middle and he hit it out,” he
said.

Cuba trounced the Domi-
nican Republic 14-5 in the
other semi-final.

Venezuelan cager
fails dope test

HAVANA, Aug 17 : Armando
Becker, a Venezuelan basket-
ball player, failed his doping
test at the Pan hmcrictn
Games for usi cocaine, ''d'

" member of the techmieal hnm”'
- ketball

commissifon said
Friday, reports AP.

Eduardo Davagnino of Peru
said a coach for Vehezucia
conflirmed that Becker had
tested positive for cocaine.
Orlando Mosquera. the coach,
said the Venezuclan delegation
was notified by doctors from
the Pan American Sports
Organization about the positive
test.

Becker was not in uniform
for Venezucla's fifth-place
game against Brazil. The
Venczuclan team doctor,
Javier Rodriguez Davalillo, said
he did not have the informa-
tion or authority to comment.
But he did admit it "was pos-
sible® that Becker had been
punished.

Earlier in the games, three
other athletes failed doping
tests, and Mario Vasquez Rana,
president of PASO, apparently
made two significant mistakes
when he announced those re-
sults.

First, Vasquez Rana said
none of the athletes had used
performance-enhancing drugs.
Yet, on Thursday, when the
name ol the ird athlete,
Peruvian shooter Pedro Garcia.
was announced, it was rcevealed
that' Garcia used a bcla-
blocker called propranciol.

lol s a medicalion
r regulation that slows
the heartbeal. Shooters some-
times use such ilicgal sub-
stances to calm them and help
their atm. It is highly unitkely
that a shooter would use such a
substance unwittingly.

Carcia was stripped of his
silver medal.

Vasquez Rana alse had said
Tucsday that Mexican rower
Jose Gomez, a gold medal
winner, had used Advil, which
contained a banned substance.
On Friday, Dr. Ale ro
Chernillo of Chile, of the
medical commission for PASO,
said it was CoAdvil, a cold
medication. | i

CoAdvil contains

, &
that is banned by

International




