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Crisis in Pakistan

The threat by Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil, made at a country's independence day
in Lahore on Th . 1o "destroy” the op-
Pakistan People's y (PPP) of Benazir
utto was hardly a rhetorical outburst. It re-
the mood of intense confrontation that
has set in right across the political spectrum of
the whole country as well as the growing (rustra-
tion of the Pakistani leader with the divisive
forces which have been let loose from all difler-
ent directions. For the 10-month old government
of the Islamic Democratic Alliance (IDA), prob-
lems are just a little too serious to be resolved by
the destruction of PPP.

True, many of the problems facing Mr Sharif
are left-overs from previous administrations,
especially from the government of Ms Bhutto.
However, during the past few months, many of
these inherited problems have wn more acute
while new ones have been added (o the list of

challenges for Mr Sharif.

Law and order situation, showing a marked de-
terioration, continues to be the main headache
{for Islamabad. During the 20-month PPP rule, vio-
lence was mainly confined to the province of
Sindh and Karachi. But from June onwards, the
situation started becoming serious in Punjab, the
home province of the Prime Minister and the
main political constituency of anyone who wants
to be in power in Pakistan. Then, the cancellation
of Mr Sharil's scheduled visit to Japan in early
July, citing the violence in Punjab as a reason,
caused a gaping hole in the public confidence in
the IDA a nistration.

On the face of it. the Government is perhaps
left with little choice but to introduce tough laws
to deal with the surge in crime. However, with
Ms Bhutto condemning the legislation as “black
laws”, the opposition groupings and dissidents
inside the ruling party have found a new rallying
cry against the government, amidst talks that Mr
Sharil's days in oflice are numbered.

The opposition groups which have threatened
to resign from the parliament en block to force
an election, may still find it tough to oust Mr
Sharif that easily. Here, much depends on how
the Pakistani leader sorts out his problems, again
inherited from the past, with President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan — and the army.

s in Islamabad suggest that Mr Sharif,
like his predecessor Ms Bhutto, ran into 1!‘Jrnmnl::-
lems when he sought to exercise his full authority
as the Prime Minister, thus disregarding the
powers cn{oyed by the President under the coun-
try’'s constlitution. For Mr Sharif, the role played
by General Mirza Aslam Beg who has just retired
as the Chiefl of Staff of the armed forces added a
new complication to a volatile situation. A man
with high profile and undoubted political ambi-
tions, Gen. Beg can make any number of moves to
destabilise the IDA administration. He could
make a bid to replace Mr Sharif as Prime
Minister or he might take over the job of Ishaqg
Khan, the ageing President, and run the country

very much like the late Ziaul Hagq.
| be a for the ¢y in
koo i
IDA — in order and find new allies

if Mr Sharif cannot set
the ruling

among the democratic forces in the country. The
Prime Minister may well be perfectly serious in
his threat to "destroy” PPP. But in the long run,
he may realise that unless all political parties
work together to protect a democratically elected
civilian government in the country, even, if pos-
sible, through the setting-up of a broad-based na-
tional coalition government at the centre, the
country may again drilt into military rule, of one
form or another.

Traffic Rules and Police

One person died in Dhaka city everyday, on an
average, during the past 30 days in road acci-
dents; there is one sergeant available at any given
time to oversee traflic in every 10-square-mile
area of the city; nearly 400,000 rickshaws ply in
this city which can probably accommodate at best
100,000 of them; less than 900 constables are
currently available to man 240 traflic points, as
against a minimum requirement of 3,500.

Armed with these statistics and more, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police swings into yet another
three-dav tmafflic campaign from tomorrow. The
campaign Is designed to make vehicle-users and
pedestrians more aware (or less ignorant) about
traflic rules. While these ¢campaigns are a worth-
while exercise, they have also proved to be rather
less than effective. This year's campaign is likely
to lpmdur:c the same negative results unless the
police are prepared to take a hard look them-
selves first.

Lack of suflicient manpower has now become a
critical problem, particularly as the volume of
trafflic in the city increases by the day. That is a
'E'cnhlcm the ministry of home affairs will have to

kle over a period of time. However, sometihing
needs to be done immediately in order to make
jl:bl"vm officers and men more efficient in their

Judging by the amount of traffic offences mo-
torists get away with regularly, it seems traflic
policemen on duty are either not bothered by
them, or are simply unaware of what ought to be
done. How often do we see a bus loading or un-
loading passengers at street corners or other un-
de ted places, causing wholly unnecessary
traflic All the time, we should say. How
often do we see vehicles parked on pedestrian

s at trallic lights, with traflic policerhan
on the spot seemingly unperturbed ? Far (oo
often. Incidences of buses, tempos and rickshaws
par two or three abreast, taking up half or
more of the road space and thereby causing seri-
ous jams, are everyday occurrences. Traffic po-

are always present at these points, ﬁt

hardly any action is ever taken. Is it because the
men are unaware of the rules ? Or is it because

thueﬁ afr:glid to thlmpuﬁt them ? Either way,

P ems the t

matter of urgency. o e tgtnckleaaa
The behaviour of some traffic licemen

leaves a lot to be desired. Cau&o of liceﬁiﬂ;fl

rickshaw -pad-

striking people, particularly
dlers, are allp haka. But that can-

‘ too common in
not be acceptable. The police has no right what-
another person for minor traffic

soever to assault
nts (or
ter). There are

any other offence, for that mat-
nishments

| A Year Later, Where is the New World

!

2

year after the invasion
of Kuwait, it is iner-

A muz;ppu:nt that
the West's in the Gulf
War were misguided and
insignificant. The prool, critics
say, is in thoesc things
Operation Desert Sworm [atled
to accomplish.

Even in the United Siates,
the scene only a few weeks ago
ol glorious victory celebrations
in the streets, people are ask-
ing themselves "Was 1t worth
fve”

Saddam Hussein is still in
power. Kuwail is still burning.
The Palestinians still do neot
have a sitate — nor a proper
invitation te the international
peace conlerence — and there
is anything bul democracy in
the Gull States the world
clamoured to "protect.”

The West did manage to se-
cure its ofl supply, but that
fact hardly hEﬂLl Lthe begin-
ning of President George
Bush's much vaunted new
world order, unless of course
that order means the US get-
ting what it wants by calling
the shots around the globe.

Rather than a strong United
Nations which works to rid the
world ol aggression, we still
have "a world ordercd by a
prevailing supcrpower”, said
Sonny Ramphal, former
Commonwealth Secretary-
General.

Ramphal was spcaking at
the launch of a new book
called Beyond the Gull War:
The Middic East and the New
World Order. It is a collection
of essays [rom writers and aca-
demics who opposed the war
then and now lament its
aftermath of broken promises
and mistruths.

Said John Gittings of The
Guardian in London and editor
of the book: "The point is to
look beyond the immediate
impact of the war at how the
world order — not necessarily
the new world order, but
rather the reality we live in —
has been changed.”

The dangerous precedent

Gillian Forrester writes from London

Those who oppose

d the war against Saddam Hussein are reminding

the world that any-

thing accomplished by it is now overshadowed by the glare of unfulfilled opportunities.
With the feverish media coverage just a memory, the thoughts of international observers —

anti-war ideas that did not

get so much space in the predominantly pro-war media

of the

west — are being published. A book just released in London asks aloud: "So where is the

new world order?”

The cost of wat

scl by the war, said Gittings, s
the idea that sanctions are a
totally ineflfective tool against
aggression and that peaceful
methods of resolving conflict
do not work.

Added Tim Niblock, a
British academic who con-
tributed to the book: "There is
every likelihood that the way
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait
was dealt with creates a pat-
tern of behaviour that may now
be followed in all such cases.” .

Said Gittings: "There s an
urgent need for reform of the
UN and the Security council to
make sure it isn't hijacked
again.” But to date, such re-
forms are not in ariyone's
plans.

And while forcing arms re-
straint in Ilraq and in the
Soviet Unfon, the US and UN
are now helping to build the
weapons arsenals of the
“friendly” Arab states and
[sracl, Gittings said — all in the
name of checking

Arms sales to the Middle
East by the US, al a stag-
gering SUS 10.7 billlon in
1987 soared to 8$13.9 billion in
1990 and are projectefl o
reach 815 billion by the end of
1991.

"The arms race has re-
sumed,” Gittings said.

Bush may be “laying down
the law,” on democratisation in
the Soviet Union, but the same
has not been done iIn the
"semi-feudal” regimes of the
Gulfl, Gittings added. "The na-
ture of the rcgimes con-
tributed to the abnormal poli-

tics that produced an abnormal

leader like Saddam Husscin.”

The continuing hardship of
the Palestinians, now ¢ -
tively frozen out of the made-
to-new-world-order Middle
East conference, chan-
ged lttle despite the cat-
aclysmic events in the Gulf

Said Palestinian acadcmic
Yezid , another contribu-
tor to the book: "So much has
changed and so little has
changed. There may be the
appearance of greal movement
but it is dificult to tell.”

Sayigh said the continued
problems of the Palestinians
disprove any claim that there
is a new world order in which

ting to

t or tending their crops
without harassment and re-
striction. And he decried the
rapid increase in settiements
by Israclis in the occupied ter-
ritories, a clear breach of iIn-
ternational law.

Sayigh also criticised Wes-
tern reaction lo the plight of
the Kurds: “Not a 'l’lﬁ
Western government was
to stand up on the Kurdish is-
sue, the West is not willing to
make that sort of stand.”

Before the Gulfl War, there
were clear signs that Middle
Eastern countrics had begun o
develop the wwechnology necded
for independence. Now
Iraqi and Kuwaiti technological
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Order?

capabllities are
Saudi Arabia and Jordan are

sup the cealition, Sudan,
s and Tunisia for exam-

:Allthhhnnﬂﬂ- new. On
the 5S00th of
Columbus's in the
Americas, it is casy 10 sce the
continuation of ‘history, said
Ramphal. the centuries
of European the

Morality Development through UN Approach

by Dr Abu Obaidul Huque

ODERN civilisation is

beset with multifari-

ous social problems.
Human immorality is one of
these most crucial problems,
which gives birth to many
other problems seriously
aflecting the peaceful as well
as meaningful living of human
beings in the society. In fact,
social crimes of all kinds occur
mainly due to human activities
devoid of moral senses. To
prevent and curb crimes at all
levels, moral development
from individual to universal
level has become quite essen-
tial now. In this regard, a pro-.
posal, "Moral Development
Approach (MDA)" has been put
forward before the United
Nations for consideration and
implementation in the greater
interest and wellare of
mankind: To upgrade and
maintain the moral conscience
of the world population which
will ultimately accelcrate the
process of achieving world-
wide peace and justice at indi-
1i-rit:h.ml. social and untversal
evel.

MDA Introduction: Moral
crisis at cross roads is a widely
talked about fssue everywhere
in the world today. Morality is
one of the best factors in hu-
man civilisation in real sense.
It is the moral values and insti-
tutions which ensures estab-
lishment of social peace and
order. There is no denying the
fact that the morality is the

RSO congratulations

Sir, We heartily felicitate
the parliament of Bangladesh
for having passed the historic
12th Amendment Bill rellect-
ing the aspirations of the peo-
ple of Bangladesh to switch
back to parliamentary democ-
racy. We believe this step will
bring in a new era of political
stabiflity and ensure growth of
democratic institutions as well
as continued development and

progress of Bangladesh.
The people of Arakan have

‘been struggling for realisation

of their human rights and
democratic aspirations for the
last 45 years. They have been
ruthlessly suppressed and all
their political, social, cultural,
religious, economic and per-
sonal rights, privilege and
claims have been demolished
by the fascist military regime
named SLORC of Burma. When
democracy 1is strengthening
globally and new democracies
arc emerging, the SLORC
rcgime is bent on crushing the
last remnants of democracy In
Burma and thereby push the
diffcrent peoples, including
the people of Arakan, back into
the medieval age of darkness

best virtue of mankind at any
level. Nothing of human being
is valuable without morality
which is fundamental to de-
velop humanity — for differen-
tiating a man [rom an animal.
Morality is the only source
through which a man can de-
velop in himself the heavenly
qualities like love, affection,

. and -
. e ot ees
It is only the sacred morality
which helps individuals or
groups ol individuals to make
all sorts of social justice.
Without moralily o demo-
cratic, judicial and administra-
tive values and institutions in
any individual, society or na-
tion can be developed and
nurtured.

Immorality is more danger-
ous than any infectious disease.
The virus of immoral qualities
and activities of a person has
serious eflect and influence on
others in the society. The im-
moral diseases, like corruption
and dishonesty, spread con-
sciously and /or unconsciously,
from individuals to society,
from societies to nation, and
ultimately from nations to the
world as a whole.

Immorality destroys human
conscience at individual and
social levels. Any immoral per-
son cannot differentiate right
from a wrong, just from an un-
just, goodness [rom badness,
etc., because his conscience is
derailed and killed by bad

qualitics he posscsses and evil
activities he is involved in.
Immoral attitudes make a per-
son dishonest and corrupt;
immorality and dishonesty
move together.

Need for a Programme

Lacking in the abbvemen-
tioned moral aspects our dif-
ferent societies and nations
have been immensely suffering
from disorders, dishonesty, in-
justice and corruption of all
possible sorts, History reveals
that immorality in the soci-
eties was prevalent in the early
days of human civilization, and
it prevails today also, but the
question is about its degree
and intensity. Very unfértu-
nately, the levels of immorality
and {ts consequences are
alarmingly high in many of the
societies and nations in the
world at present. Everybody
and every society is very much
worried, disgusted and frus-
trated at that.

Today moral de n is
a serious threat to individual,
soclal, and universal life and
peace. Individualised immoral-
ities constitute social im-
moralities which ultimately
lead to national and global im-
moralities.

Moral llution is more
harmful than environmental
pollution. Environmental pollu-
tion mainly presents unhealthy

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
| address. - '

living of mankind whereas the
moral pollution kills them
mentally with the development
of very low level of awareness
about all types of crimes they
do. In fact the world environ-
ment pollution is being caused
by improper activities done by
many pegple in several ways
without having any human
consideration of others’
healthy living in general.
Anyway, throughout the world
all the countries are thinking
and trying to take various steps
to tackle the problem of envi-
ronmental pollution, but prac-
tically nothing is being
planned and done to tackle the
moral pollution problem.

AIDS is a sertous calamity
for mankind today. The whole
world is very much afraid of
this disastrous enemy.
According to opinions of ex-
perts and social scientists,
AlDS spreads, in mosl cases,
through immoral activities.

Under such circumstances,
the United Nations should
come forward with a pro-
gramme to prevent wides-
pread moral degradation all
over the world.

Process of Implementation

To implement the project
under question the [ollowing
siecps can be taken by the
United Nations:

1) The UN can adopt some

positive steps in establishing
some cell/agency/association,
ltke many other ammes
of its own, to introduce and
promote the activities for
moral development throughout
the worid. This cellyagency/
association can organise and
propagate this movemeoent
thro ut the year by publi-
shing bulletins, newsletters,
ctc., and by organising sym-
posiums, seminars, etc. in
different countries.

2) Like many other occa-
stons, the United Nations may
observe a particular day and for
a year as "MORAL DAY /MORAL
YEAR" throughout the world to
develop awareness and con-
sciousness among the world
population about moral devel-
opment and its maintenance,

3] Through Formal
Education: Moral development
should be one of the aspects of
education -everywhere in the
world. In educational curricula,
particularly at lower level,
some courses on moral teach-
ing should be introduced and
properly taught. The United
Nations can encou the
ministries of education of dif-
ferent countries to follow this
strategy while dmloph-lg and
implementing their educa-
tional curricula and syllabi.

4) Mass-media like TV,
Radio, newspapers, magazines,
etc. can play a vital role in the
matter of developing moral
awarencss among the peo-

turnln%m-:lhcm into nothing
more t serfs. The demo-
cratic movement ol the peo-
ple of Arakan spearheaded by
RSO i1s known in the world
and the democracies have
been increasingly appreciating
the right causes of the
Arakanese,

The firm footing of
Bangladesh on parliamentary
democracy will augur tn a new
impetus to democracy not only
in Bangladesh but to the region
as a whole. This underlines the
mcssage to the anti-demo-
cratic and fascist in the region
that the democracy shall pre-
vail and all kinds of racism,
fascism, suppression and
oppression shall collapse ulti-
mately.

While we hail the Prime
Minister and the leader of the
Opposition the members of the

t and the people of
Bangladesh on this august
occasion, we draw attention to
light of the Arakanese

who have been sub-

the government of

Bangladesh to bear utmost
pressure through United
Nations (UN), OIC and other
world forums ori the Burmese
government to concede the
rightful, democratic and the
human rights demands to the
pcople of Arakan.

Dr Mohammad Yunus
President, Rohingya Solidarity
Organisation (RSO), Arakan

Rigours of retirement

Sir, Through the courtesy of
your Letters column [ am
drawing the kind attention of
Fayza Haq — whose very nice
feature captioned as above ap-
peared on the issue of August
13.

| am sure many more like
me must have well appreciated
the feature for it's very beauti-
ful and most painful coverage
touching on many esscntial
humanitarian aspects of the
old people, who at their dis-.
posal had many many years of
successful service carecr or
the like, but at present passing
their days with agony, neglect
and utter frustration only be-
cause of age factor and nothing
else.

I am particularly relerring
to the concluding paragraph of
the feature whercupon the
writer has expressed her pas
sion and strong willingness for
making a club for the elderly
people and | am personally in-
terested and like s this
idea of a noble mission of life,
8o that the valuable wishes and
last days of the old generation,
and the passion of the retired

people, do not and are not al-
lowed to quickly decay before
finally falling as dry leaves of
the winter.

Once more, most whole-
hecartedly, 1 congratulate the
writer for touching on a most
humanitarian issuc of the old
generation of this country and
| equally rcquest all friends
and sympathisers to boldly
come [orward in organising
the club and if possible a
newspaper too for the old.

Anowar Ul Mohsin
llouse 30/2, Road 13/2 (Old)
Jigatola, Dhaka- 1209.

Referendum

Sir, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina
and all esteemed members of
the Parliament deserve our
heartiest congratulations and
appreciation for passing the
Constitution 12th Amendment
Bill recently in the Jatiya
Sangsad. Now as per the
Constitutional uirement, a
referendum is to be arranged
to seek public opinion on the
amendment bill.

We're wondering if the
Jatlya Sangsad could find out
some ways or means to avoid
the holding of the referendum.
Because such referendum will
cost huge expenditure.
Moreover 80% of our people
do not have enough under-
standing about the form of
government or the importance
of their votes on the issue.

Cannot we accept the ver-
dict passed by the people's

representatives in the parlia-
ment ? They have already
gained the mandate.

M Zahidul Haque,

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka - 1207.

Back to the future

Sir. A Malaysian university
will modernize the library sys-
tems of Dhaka University— the
largest and oldest university in
Bangladesh. The quality of its
library mostly determines the
quality of education an institu-
tion is equipped to provide
that produces its typical image.

The image of the Dhaka
University-Oxford of the East—
has been downgraded by the
prevailing unacademic atmo-
sphere owing to chronic
deadly campus violence, ses-
sion jam, and inadequate in-
structional facilities, among
the prime causes. An unofficial
allegation points to the in-
volvement of a number of
teachers, students, and em-
ployees in the campus unrests
rotting the nation's education
industry; and the eligibility of
those university people had
been questioned repeatedly.

Now, what the scenario in
the country's education sector
is apprehended to be develop-
ing into may bring in only pa-
thetic results. Based on the
past records, someone may
still be wondering why
Bangladesh at the Common-
wealth Education Ministers'
Conference hoped that the

' perspective through
provement of+ behavioural

ple.In every nation there
should be some special
grammes on moral

ment approach in TV, Radie,
newspapers, eic. In this re-
gard, the United Intbnﬂ:
encou the governments
different countries to follow
this strategy. :
§5) The UN ecan

some fon for annu
. " for recognised :
sons/socicties/nations with
very high moralities. 1t will
work as an incentive in this

regard.

Conclusion: In fine, for
peace justice, moral de-
velopment and its mainte-

nance is a must at individual,
social and universal  levels.

Without moral development we
can never expect to establish
peace. And there . should be an
eflective movement, as a Moral
Development Approach (MDA),
to cure and climate this devas-
tating immoral disease from
our societics in different geo-
graphical regions, of the world
to establish peace and justice
from individual to unjversal
leyel. It will certainly refleet
upon improving the values of
human resources in proper

the im-

norms of people. ‘

Commonwcalth would be able
to tilt the balance in [avour ef

peace, progress  and
development, if not because pf
the "knowledge gap.” Whe
knows what will cure the aili
Bangladeshi education a
when ? What about its end
products ? The correct an-
swers are known probably to
the campus-men.

M Rahman -
Zila, School Road, Mymensingh

Against the wind

Sir, Whether the |1th and
12th amcndment o the econ-
stitution descrves such a big
ovation by declaring a day as a
national holiday ? As a poor na-
tion we could have welcomed
this event by doing overtime in
our respective fields.

Is there anyone sensible to
assess the loss, in terms of
money, for declaring one day
holiday ?

| do not find any scnse in
when the bill passed by |
parliament is still to get
through the referendum.

people have every right to ac-

cept or reject the bill passed
by the parliament. In case of

rejection the pcople, who
will bear the cost of ene day
holiday, or i the putrrlr: accept
the ameéndment, will we get
another holiday? There is

nothing to 'l for anyone.
By this letter | want to register

my lone dissent may be against
the wind.

M. Saleem Ullah, Advocate.
Motgheel C/A., Dhaka



