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Bottled water tradeon
without BSTI approval

By Khalilur Rahman
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trade of this

it is difficult to
exact number of
engaged in the field. But
Daily Star correspondent
Inam Ahmed sent to conduct a
survey on the production, sale
and quality of bottled water re-
hably learnt that at least halfl a
dozen plants are manulfactur-
ing the item. In view of the in-
creased demand for the prod-
uct some other entrepreneurs
are also planning to set up wa-
ter treatment factories,
traders told the Star.

The quality of most of the
bottled water has not yet been
tested by the Bangladesh
Standards and Testing
Institution (BSTI) and as such
those have no standards mark.
One of the water producing
firms submitted the sample of
its ﬂmdut:l to the BSTI for
quality testing in November
last year. But due to inadequate
facilities available at the BSTI
laboratory the water sample
could not be tested for certifi-
cation. Aflterwards the BSTI
asked the same firm to deposit
its water sample for test when
provisions for proper examina-
tion were made by the author-
ity. Despite repeated re-
minders no le was sent to
BST1 for the test, sources told
the Star.

Only one firm submitted its
water sample in March to the
BSTI and certificate showing
‘drinking water’ was issued in
favour of its product. But the
company is selling the product
as ‘mineral water' of WHO
standard printed in the label. A
BSTI] source said that the firm

was not given the standard
mark as ‘mineral water' which

it was using. The BSTI has is-
sued letter to the firm to cor-
rect the label by omitting
‘mineral water' but to no ef-
fect, the source added. The
source further said that a
series of 20 tests was carried

200 dwellings
washed away

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 15 : About
200 houses were washed away
Wednesday evening as fresh
areas in the district went un-
der the water of swelling
Karotoa and Ichhamati rivers,

says a delayed report of UNB.
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out on the water sample before
granting certificate as
‘drinking water' and there was
no follow up whether the
company wals selling the same
product that it sent for testing

BST1. The BSTI author-
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ity has no such mechanism to
collect water samples [rom the
market [or testing nor is it re-
quired under law, another
BSTI] source pointed out. He,
however, said that three more
companies have voluntarily
submitted samples of their
products for certification but
tests are yet to be carried out.

WHO has laid down stan-
dard specifications for pure
water along with its colour,
taste and smell and also the
sale level of mincrals to be

Indian army chief
to visit US

WASHINGTON. Aug 15 :
The chief of the Indian Army
Staff. General S F Rodrigues is
visiting the US from August 18
to Aug 31. He is scheduled to
arrive in New York on August
18 and leave from Honolulu for

__Japan on August 31
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Bottled water on sale at a city shop.

present in what is termed as
‘mineral water’. People in
weslemn countries are particu-
larly inclined to take mineral
water for its food value instead
of simple water, a BSTI official
said. The concentration of

— Star photo

minerals in each litre of water
has been defined under the
WHO standard. As per the
WHO standard for mineral wa-
ter the maximum permissible
limits of solids in each litre
may be as follows : lead — 0.10
milligram (mg). arsenic —
0.05 mg, selenium — 0.01 mg,
chromium— 0,05 mg. cyanides
— 0.05 mg, cadmium — 0.0]
mg, nitrates — 45 mg and bar-
ilum — 1.01 mg. Any excess or
disproportionate presence of
minerals in water will not be
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useful for health. The WHO
standard allows maximum
concentration of solids in a
litre of water upto 500 mg
which can be extended, In
some cases to 1500 mg The
BST! follows the WHO stan-
dard.

In case of pure drinking wa-
ter standard set by WHO speci-
fies that each litre should con-
tain 0.3 mg tron, 0.1 mg man-
gancse, | mg copper, 5 mg
zinc, 75 mg calctum, 200 mg
sulphate (SO,) and 0.6 to 1.2
mg flouride. The maximum
permissible concentration of
these substances in pure water
sct by WHO is : fron — 1.0 mg,
manganese — 0.5 mg. copper
— 1.5 mg. zinc — 16 gm, cal-
cium — 200 mg. sulphate —
400 mg and flouride — 1.6 mg
According to an expert, heavy
concentration of flouride may
cause tooth problems.

Talking to The Daily Star a
spokesman of the BST] said
that in the absence of proper
supervision and sample testing
it was difficult to say how the
manufacturers of bottled water
were maintaining WHO stan-
dards although they were
claiming to do so. There were
complaints of the presence of
moss-like substances in some
bottled water on sale in the
market, it is learnt. A con-
sumer came to the Star office
with a sealed bottle of muddy
water which he bought from
local market. The bottle with
the label of 'mineral water' is
now at our disposal.

The BST] spokesman said
that the testing of bottles was
no less important than the
contents in those. The quality
of plastic used in producing
bottles must be up to the stan-
dard. Otherwise, the users of
bottled water may be exposed
to serious health hazards, the
spokesman added. He said that
the authority was actively con-
sidering the need for testing
the quality of water and the
bottles for public interest. For
this the BSTI has recom-
mended to the higher author-
ity to make the testing of wa-
ter obligatory. At present the
BSTI tests 113 items of mass
consumption. Some of the
items include edible and co-
conut oil, newsprint, fertilizer,
Cl sheet, loaves of bread, bis-
cuits, etc. Bottled water was
not included in the list of
compulsory items as an afflu-
ent section of the people con-
sumes {t, the BSTI source said.
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Trial of killers

From Page | Col. 6

P...B‘If y
(repeal) to pave the way for

tryin the  killers of
:: M. Sobhan saild that

without eradicating terrorism,
a government cannot be stable
and that the anti-terrorism
drive will start with the pas-
of the Indemnity (repeal)
. The Indemnity Ordinance
has blackened the
Constitution, he added.
Chowdhury said that
Ban esh would not exist
without Mujib but the nation

had to for 16 years for
the trial of his: killers. "From
now on we will resist not

protest.” she added.

She expressed her resent-
ment over the non-broadcast-

ing of any programme on radio
and television on Mujib.

She said that the t
government was mllzldlng

the people. Just a few days ago.
during the anti-autocratic
movement Zia said that
the media would be the -
ple's media but what were the
people now getting from ft,
she questioned.

Abdur Razzak said that it is
in no way possible to give
democracy a Institutional
shape without the trial of
Mujib's killers.

Later, a largely attended si-
lent procession was brought
out from the Shaheed Minar
which ended at ‘Bangabandhu
Bhaban' in Dhanmondi.

Qur Gopalgon|
Correspondent adds: The 16th

death anniversary of

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was observed in a

befitting manner in Tungipara.

The day's programme in-
cluded Quran khwani, milad
mahfil, special prayers, dis-
cussion meetings and feeding
of destitutes.

Awami central lead-
ers Abdul Jalil K M Jahangir,
MP, and Rahmat Ali, MP, laid
floral wreaths at the mazar of

Bangabandhu.

A huge mourning meeting
was held at the mazar

premises in t}it T::-:nlng
Organised by ngipara
upazila AL unit, it was presided
over by Rustum Ali Mollah and
was attended by the AL cen-
tral leaders.

Students of various schools
and colleges and members of
the public also laid floral
wreaths at the mazar of

Bangaband.
Eitorial on page 4

Farooq
From Page 1 Col. 3

cautioned that its passage
would result in "widespread
crisis in the country.” "This
would léad to unearthing all
the political killings in the
country.” he said.

Addressing the meeting, FP
Co-Chairman Col. [(Retd)
Rashid, said the except Awami
League, all the parties in the
JS are enjoying the fruits of
the August 15 incidents. 'We,
by leading the change-over fa-
cilitated the BNP, JP and
Jamaat do politics in the coun-
try. But these parties em-
braced the 'fifth columnisdts,’
he regretted and called them

| |'munalek’ (betrayers). 'These

parties must suflfer the conse-
quences of the pre-75 ruler {f
they did not .correet them-
selves,” he warned. The BNP
and JP have also buried their
lounder leaders by voting in
favour of parliamentary system,
he said and termed the two
parties as 'opportunists.’

1 was waiting to see the
Parliament pass the Indemnity
(Repeal) Bill and who was to
try me and Faruq, Rashid said.

The FP Co-Chairman was
also very critical of Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed's assum-
ing the acting presidency and
validating all his actions
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through constitution amend-
ment. If Shahabuddin Ahmed's
taking over power and other
acts were legalised through
| constitution amendment, then
the incidents from August 15,
1975 .o Zia's assenting to

m\wr should also be legalised,
opined.

Col (retd) Farooqg Rahman speaking at a discussion meeting on August
Freedom Party office Thursday.

15 changeover at the
— Star photo

- Southeast Asia

From Page 1 Col. 8

They also mentioned that
the key role played ' by
Indonesia in shaping the
Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN).

Instead of looking at
Western models there could
be effective interactions be-
tween regional grouping like
ASEAN and SAARC (South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation) for mutual benefit
of member countries, they
said.

Local Government Minister
Barrister Abdus .Salam
Talukder was the chief guest
at the seminar jointly organ-
ised by the Embassy of the
Republic of Indonesia and the
centre for development re-
search, Bangladesh ([CDRB) at
Sonargaon Hotel.

Presided over by Dr
Mizanur Rahman  Shelley,
Chairman CDRB the seminar
was also addressed by Air Vice-
Mdrshal (retd) Soemanko
Iswadi, Ambassador of
Indonesia in esh, Otje
Djundjunan m of pﬂi"
lilament of Indonesia, Irshadul
Huq, Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture,
Nazmul Huq Director General
of Family Planning, SM AN,
Editor, The Daily Star and
Hans Rolloos, Senior Adviser
to the Ministry of Land.

Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder expressed his delight
that the seminar provided an
opportunity to deliberate on
the experiences in rural de-
velopment in Indonesia. For
Bangladesh too, rural devel-

opment-is a matter of top pri-
ority the Minister said adding
‘We have so much to learn
from each other's experi-
ences.’

He said that the present
democratically elected gov-
ernment of Bangladesh was
keen on ens integrated
rural development so that
there was balanced develop-
ment of the whole country.

Celebration of Indonesia's
independence day in
Bangladesh was of special
significance for the peoples of
the two brotherly Musiim
countries.

3 killed as tanker
hits launch

in Dhaleshwari
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 156: At
least three persons were
drowned and another 70 in-

jured when an oil-tanker

struck a Dhaka-bound passen-
ger launch on the Dhaleshwari
river near Croker Char, about
four kilometres from here, on

Thursday.

CU strike
From Page | Col. 4

Shibir supporters also
brought out several proces-
sions on the CU campus and
in the city. They stopped
busses and the shuttle train,
plying between the campus
and the city. They also ob-
structed e students and
teachers in attending classes,
campus sources said.
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AL slates govt for
not broadcasting

programme on
Sheikh Mujib

Awami League censured the
government for not broadcast-
ing any programme through
Radio and Television om the
life and works of country’s in-
dependence leader Bangaban-
dhu Shetkh M Rahman
on the occasion of his 16th
anniversary of death Thursday,
reports UNB.

There can be no greater
shame and misfortune than the
media mum on the Great
Warrior of . Ban-
gabandhu Mujib, in the au-
tocracy-free sh, Awa-
mi League Publicity Secretary
Mohammad Nasim said in a
statement

Nasim, also Chief Whip of
the Opposition, said the entire
nation that Radic and
TV put up special pro-
grammes on Bangabandhu
commemorating the “national
mou day.” But their hopes
were to ground.

The BNP government will
have to taste the consequence
of evil efforts to strike a
rift in the national unity forged
through recent political devel-

From Page | Col. 8§

tional requirement of the
co re um in deter-
mining the form of ern-

ment, the Chief Election
Commissioner emphasised the
importance of spontaneous

participation of the people in
it
said, to express the

of the le is consti-
tutional right. tl: said the ver-
dict of the referendum
would settle a most timportant
aspect of the country's admin-
istration.

He also emphasized the
need lor educating the voters
about the issue of the referen-
dum and the necessary of their
participation in it

Roufl called upon all con-
cerned to work hard for bring-
ing the total reflection of the
true verdict of the entire na
tion in the coming referen-
dum.

Justice Syed Misbah Uddin
Hossain, in his speech., urged
the officials to conduct the
coming referendum success-
fully by exercising their expe-
rience and effictency which
they have gathered during the
last parliamentary clections.

The participants of the con-
ference also exchanged views
with the senior Election
Commission officials regarding
matters relating to the con-
duct of the coming referen-

dum.

He

The Midnight File

o the 20th reliable space launchers will provide the
to space and the solar system in the next century, reports

Gorbachev aide thrown out of CP

MOSCOW, Aug 15 : Alexander Yakoviev, the chief architect
of Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev's reform movement
Perestroika. was thrown out of the Soviet Communist Party
today in a brief dispatch, Tass said the party's Central Control
Commission had ruled that Yakoviev's continued membership

was 1

because of his actions running counter to the

party rules and atmed at splitting the party,” reports AFP.

From Page | Col. 8

death anniversary of the ex-
president.

The General Secretary of
Awami League also informed
the Acting President about it
and reminded him that her

party's us programme on
the birth anniversary of Sheikch
Mujibur Rahman which fell on
March 17 this year had been
rejected by him.

Two days later, when a few
cabinet ministers met the
Acting President in connection
with an important administra-
tive matter, the question of
the proposed TV programme
was incidentally discussed and
the ministers present
that a non controver pro-
gramme such as a discussion
on the life and work of the late

President t be arranged
by the Ba Televiston.
Three days later., the State

Minister for Information, the
Secretary for Information and
the Director-General of BTV
rushed to the Ac President
in his office and told him that
a big procession of Awami
League supporters was w
*CGherao” the TV Bhaban at
Rampura to press the demand
for a TV programme. The State
Minister sought the Acting
President’s advice.

After a discussion, it was
decided that an innocuous
programme including a dis-
cussion by some respectable

would be

The State Minister for
Information after leaving
President’'s Secretariat gave
such an assurance to the lead-
ers of the demonstrators, who
in the meantime, reached the
main gate of the TV Bhaban.

| On receiving this assurance,

Shahabuddin

the demonstrators left the

-

ernment”,

This statement is totally
misconceived., because until
the result of referendum In
pursuance of the 12th
Constitution Amendment Bill

to the people for whatever |
done by the “elected 'ncr:

ment .

Our Stall cﬂ:ﬂt‘l ndﬂlt
adds: Liberty Forum C
Justice Abdur Rahman

press
Acting President had _
interest in special .
grammes on fo and televi-
sion on August 15.

Titas Gas Transmission &
Distribution Company Ltd.

(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla) .

Complaint & Emergency : 23 22 00, 23 21 72, 25 84 62
PABX: 81 21 35-42

NOTICE FOR PAYMENT OF

!

ARREAR GAS BILLS

Some of the gas consumers of our Company are not clcaﬁng their gas
bills regularly. Despite earlier efforts to attract their attention to the matter by
direct correspondence and notices in mass media like Radio, Television and

defaulters.

and expensive.

A SPECIAL DISCONNECTION
ING DOMESTIC CONSUMERS IN DHAKA METROPOLITAN

It is specially mentionable that a huge amount of arrear gas bills of Staff
Quarters of Government/Autonomous/Private Organisations remain unpaid.
Amount payable in this respect is on the increase at an alarming rate. It may be
noted that once the line is disconnected its restoration will be time consuming

AREA WILL BEGIN SOON.

All domestic consumers of Dhaka Metropolitan Area are requested to pay
their bills immediately. METERED DOMESTIC CONSUMERS ARE
REQUESTED TO PAY GAS BILLS AT MONTHLY FLAT RATES

UNTIL RECEIPT OF METERED BILLS.

may please contact concerned Zone Offices as follows:

Jatrabari (Zone No.1)

80/A, North Jatrabari, Dhaka.

Motijheel (Zone No. 2)

7, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

For any problem/clarification regarding gas bills the valued consumers J
I

DRIVE FOR THE DEFAULT-

- Phone

Newspapers, the situation has not improved to the expected level. The
Company, as such, is compelled to resort to severing gas connections: of

- Phone : 24 13 22

: 232061

Lalmatia (Zane No. 3) -Phone : 317215

1/5, Block-A, Lalmatia, Dhaka.

Mohakhali (Zone No. 4) - Phone : 88 10 38

5, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka.

Mirpur (Zone No. 5) - Phone : Nil

126/1, Senpara Parbata

Mirpur, Dhaka. r
DFP(BA)6648-15/8 AUTHORITY |

G-427
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