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he was heading a num
select committees and parita-
mentary committees he was
with their activi-
ties. The minister said he
would also remain busy with
the coming
-elections. He. therefore,

roposed extension of time
for the Select Committee
two months.

Salahuddin Yusuf agreed
with the proposal of the Law
Minister.

The extended the
time limit by two months.

Dhirendranath Shambhu

The then gave the
floor to Dhirendranath Sham-
bhu (AL-Narail) to participate
in the budget discussion.

Shambhu criticised the
budget and said there was no
mention in it of any steps for
development of the northern
- He suggested subsidy on

- Some

Following is the
part of Monday’'s J8 pro-

ceedings:

Prof Chowdhury said the
committee would look into dif-
ferent aspects of the issue like
the sources of arms in educa-
tional instituions, enhance-
ment of stricter laws for -

S'E"-S'E
;

ishment for extortion toll
and pledges the political
parties not to r hood-
lums.

He called for soul searching
and the minds to
know if all were sincere in

a solution to this cru-
cial problem of campus vio-
lence.

Prof Chowdhury told the
House that the proposed par-
liamentary committee, among
other things., could consider

since some Vice-
C were hesitant to
call police t0 maintain peace in
the universities.

He also said in details about
his recent visit to the
Chit University to see
for mﬂw lltulttgn there.
He had met the Vice
Chancellor and his wife. Both
of them expressed their un-

to leave the cam-

when he mn-ld to know
dﬁl?-'ut: reassembled at
4.40 pm with Deputy Speaker
Sheikh Razzak Ali in the chair,
who gave the floor to Alhaj
Syed Abul Hossain (AL-
Madaripur) to initiate the dis-

for 1991-92.

Hossain said they got the
opportunity to discuss the na-
tional in this House to-
day because of Bangabandhu
under whose leadership the
country achieved indepen-
dence. .

source<s were

found out as had been done for
the Jamuna Bridge fund.
He said the BNP came to

Discussing the national
budget, Prof Mohammad
Waltullah (AL-Noakhalf), satd
the budget lacked guidelines
for national development as it

was de:fned to tect the
interest lmtnd;‘;up,
Prof Waliullah criticised the
withdrawal of subsidy from the
agricultural sector. To attain
autarky, there was no al-

mmmhuﬁ.m..
. he said.
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Speaking next. Qamruddin
Yahya Khan Majlis (BNP-
Sirajgan)) said the t had

given a direction for develop-
ment of the country.

But he said it was not pos-
sible to fulfill the commit-
ments for economic develop-

ment of the people in a single
financial

year.

Welcoming the increased
allocation in the budget for
education sector, he ted
integration of madrasa and
school education system to in-
troduce a single education sys-
tem in the country.

Khan Majlis said his con-
stituency Shahjadpur was fa-
mous for handloom industries.
But about 90 cent of the
looms were c for high
price of yarn and other raw
materials, he said and sug-

gested provising yarn at fair
price to the weavers.

Mohammad Golam
Rabbani

Rising on a point of order,
Mohammad Golam Rabbani
(BNP-Joypurhat) said the new
members were seldom given
opportunity to speak. He also
said that a treasury bench new
comer was allowed only five
minutes while the opposition
members were given 10 to 20
minutes.

The r said the bud-
get had been placed by the
government party, so the trea-
sury bench members were
given less time. He said the
Finance Minister would speak
for an unlimited time. He then
gave the floor to
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury

(AL-Chittagong).
Akhtaruzzaman
Chowdhury

Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury
said although he could not
thank the Finance Minister for

Referring to private bank-
ing, Chowdhury said permis-
sion for setting up United
Commercial Bank was given to
the father-in-law of a former

not seck any favour from the
Ershad regime.” he said.

U the government not
to m the image of those
industrialists who were not
members of the House, he said
these people had played a big
role in the development of the

He said without encourag-
ing the private sector market
economy could not be ex-

cted as desired by the

Minister.

Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury
said the democratically elected
government of BNP had come
to power after the fall of auto-
cratic regime. The present
budget, he said, was prepared
by the autocratic. It was also
true that the BNP governments
Finance Minister did not get
time to go through the budget.

Citing the example of

ry said the VAT
hiad created a situation in with
industries would be closed
down within a few years. He
cilled for announcing a ra-
tional policy for saving the in-
dastries of the country and in
the interest of sustai de -
vielopment. He said he
pleaded for the country's i
dustrialization wherever

dhruy said his constituency
was the worst affected area in
the April 29 cyclone and tidal
surge. He expressed his
gratitude to the Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
Leader of the Opposition
Stheikh Hasina and other min-
tsters for visiting the area.

He demanded that the gov-
ernment repair the Karnafull
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problems of

He demanded reduction of
the prices of agricultural
equipment and called upon the
government to ensure due
prices of products.

Prof Waliullah also urged
the government to rehabilitate
the cyclone-affected people of
Hatia and construct roads and
school-cum-cyclone centers in
the island.

The Deputy Speaker ad-
journed the house at 5.22 pm
for 20 minutes for the Asr
prayer.

When the House resumed
after the Asar prayer with the
Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas, in the Chair, Azizur
Rahman (AL-Moulvi Bazar)
drawing attention of the Chair
said AIDS panic had spread in
the country due to detection of
three AIDS cases.

He pointed out that the
AIDS patients were détected
in their work place in Dubai
and were repatriated to

He said a large number of

reater Sylhet

have n living ‘in

Dubai. He called for an enquiry
about their conditions there.

He also wanted a statement

the concerned minister

regard.

S said, the at-
the concerned min-

r would be drawn when he

in the House.

Shamsuddin Ahmed

The then gave the
floor to Mr Shamsuddin
Ahmed (BNP-Narsingdi) to

m

3

discuss the

Shamsuddin su the
budget, said the le did not
know anything t the VAT
systern and suggested wide
publicity on it.

He said advantage

of jntroduction of VAT many
traders had increased the
prices of essential commodi-

‘tes,

Referring to local problems
Mr Ahmed demanded power
supply in the char areas of
Narsingdi and over of
the distribution lines from the
Power Development Board to
the Rural Electrification Board.

He also alleged firregulari-
ties in the gas bills in
Narsingd! with unexpectedly
inflated arnounts.

He dernanded reopening of
the Jaba Textile Mills there
which alrcady owed the gov-
ernment Taka 7.50 crore, he
suggested that if the owner of
the mill fatled to it, the
government sho take it
over.

Dhirendranath Shumbhu

pe # next Dhirend-
ranath Shumbhu (AL-
| lopment of his
area as a tourist spot. He said
there was a point in the
Sundarbans in

VCs reluctant to

Criticising the budget he
said, though a direct taxation
system, the VAT had increased
the sufferings of the people by
way of indirect taxation as
many businessmen were taking

under advantages through it
exploiting 's ignorance.
He de its withdrawal.
He criticised the setting up
of new taxation offices in the
new districts and said this
would increase overhead ex-

penses and sufferings of fhe

le.

Pﬂ,ﬂ‘ Speaker at this point
told the members that when
they spoke of the problems of
their respective constituen-
cies, concerned officials took
notes for information of the
relevant quarters. He said due
attention is given about the lo-
cal problems. Some members
had earlier wanted to know
what happened after they
spoke about their local prob-
lems. the floor, State
Minister for Finance Mujibur
Rahman, said he himsell took
notes about the local problems
mentioned by the members
since there is no provision to
take notes from the gallery.

The Speaker intervened to
say that there is no bar on the
part of the officlals to take
notes and they could always do

it.

Taking part in the discus-
sion on the budget. Dr
Kamruzzaman (BNP-Comilla),
paid tributes to late President
Ziaur Rahman and also con-
gratulated Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
for organising a free and fair
election in the country.

Referring to the VAT sys-
tem. the Treasury Bench
member said it was a new sys-
tem but was in practice in
many countries he expected
the system to work in
Bangladesh and said efforts
should be made for its success-
ful implementation.

Dr Kamruzzaman

Dr Kamruzzaman called for
a pro-people health policy and

said as a doctor he felt that
the hcealth seector needed
greater attention. Recallin
that the Puame Minister

mentioncd carlier about set-

ting up a medical university,
he called for financial alloca-
tion for the purpose in the
budget.

Dr Kamrugzaman men-
tioned local problems like
communication hazards and
drew the attention of the con-
cerned quarters for their solu-
tion.

At this stage Chief Whip of
the opposition Mohammad
Nasim Drew the attention of
the Chair to that fact that the

mm- ex-
cept a few, not been an-
nounced as yet al this
should have been done in the
first session. "It is a matter of
interest for all members.” He
said and demanded the an-
nouncement of the commit-
tees by Tuesday since the cur-
rent seasion was coming to
and end soon.

The Speaker agreed and
sald the committees are nec-
casary. Chief Whip Khandker
[)elwar Hossain said he was
cqually anxious about this and
had talks with Prime Minister
and the Law Minister on the
issue. There would be no
dearth of efforts to announce
the committees at the carliest.

Aminul Islam

When the House re-assem-
bled after Magreb prayer
Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
gave the floor to Mr Aminul
Islam (AL-Dinajpur) to speak
on the national

Before Islam started his
speech the Speaker had told
the House that discus-
sions on the budget would
conclude tonight and the
Finance Minister would deliver
his winding up speech on it
after Asar Prayer tomorrow. He
urged the members to speak
briefly on the budget so that
other members go opportunity
to participate in the discus-

sion.
Abdur Rouf

At this stage Abdur Rouf
(AL-Nilphamari) said diar-
rhoea Ignd broken out in an
epidemic form in Domar and
Dimla u seventeen out of
100 persons attacked by this
disease died so far. He ap-
pealed to the Health Minister
to take steps for the supply of
adequate medicine and tube-
wells to these upazilas imme-
diately. He also urged the
Relief Minister to launch test
reliefl work in these two upazi-
las o provide succor to the

needy people.
T'gespea.ker said both the

Health and the Relief Ministers
were away from the House at
the moment. He hoped that
the concerned ministers would
take note of what Rouf had
said. '

Mr Aminul Islam began his
speech by paying tributes to
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and the four leaders
killed in jail. He said the na-
tional budget for 1991-92
would increase our depen-
dence on foreign aid.

He pointed out thai besides
the three alliances students,
farm workers and peasants
took active part in the
movement against autocracy.
But the budget could offer
nothing to overcome the
problems of the peasants and
students. The 10-point de-
mand of the students still re-
mained unfulfilled he added.

Islam demanded moderni-
sation of the Port and
construction of a bridge with
railway provision on the Rupsa
river to accelerate the pace of
industrialisation in the north-
ern districts.

Mr Aminul Islam called for
upgrading the Agriculture
Col at Dinajpur to an uni-
versity and establishing a
medical college there. He said
900 deep tubewells in greater
dinajpur district could not be

mnd into operation for the
of electric connection. He

call police for

urged the concerned au-
thorities for making these
tubewells operative immedi-
ately.

He suggested giving
unemployment allowance to
unemployed youths, as a
measure to curb terrorism.

Nizamuddin Khan
Nizamuddin Khan [JP-

Manikganj) in his s h on
the budget thanked who
went to see him at the
Casualty Ward of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital. Narrating his
sad experience duﬁ his stay
at the Casualty, Ward, he said

when he was admitted to the
hospital with his several rib
boons broken there was no
doctor and no nurse to attend
him. He pleaded for

the number of doctors, cabins
and beds of this hospital
substantially to ensure better
treatment to the patients. He
also urged the government to
see to it that patients at
the hospitals got improved
diet.

Mr Khan said population
explosion and unemployment
were the two main problems
confronting the nation. Now
he urged the government to
take steps for making the
country self-sufficient in the
production of contraceptives
and said that population of the
country could not be kept at
the desired level by depending
on the supplies from donor
countries.

Referring to unemployment
problem, he said there was
scope for employment of one
to two million people in the
Middle Eastern countries. He
pleaded for appointment of
political ambassadors in the
Middle Eastern countries
saying that career diplomats
were no good in finding
employment for our youths in
those countries.

He appealed to the gov-
ernment to set up a Casualty
Hospital at Manikgan| and na-
tionalise the Faizunnessa Girls’
School there. He said Mr Abdul
Awal Khan Majlis built this
girls' school after his other
;Ending the last penny of his

's savings.

Md Nasim

As soon as Mr Khan con-
cluded his speech, Opposition
Chief Whip Md Nasim stood up.
Drawing the attention of the
Speaker he said that a good
number of leaders and MPs of
his party were keen to
participate in the discussions
on the national budget.

Injustice would be done to
them if they were not allowed
to take part in the general
discussions on the budget. It
was decided at the meeting of
the Business Advisory
Committee that the leaders
and MPs of his party would be
given opportunity to take part
in the general discussions on
the budget. They would be
deprived of this opportunity f
the discussions were closed
tonight, he added.

Speaker Abdur Rahman
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Moulana Rahman then
drew the attention of the
House to the of his
area and stressed the need for

must
have a timing. At the initial

He said no session in
the past contin for such a
long period. He said he was

to continue the sitting
till midnight tonight to ac-
commodate as many members
as possible and urged the
Opposition Chief Whip to bring
his party leaders and MPs, who
are outside the House at the
moment, so that they could
take part in the general
discussion. He further said the
current session might not
possible go beyond August 14.

Moreover, there should not
be justification to prolong the
current session, he said and
hoped that both sides would
give due attention to this.

Md Nasim requested the
Speaker to hold discussion
with them after the adjourn-
ment of House tonight.

Matiur Rahman Nizami

Participating in the budget
discussion, the leader of the
Jamaat-e-Islami Parliamentary
Party Moulana Matiur Rahaman
Nizami said he would criticise
the bad side of the budget and
would definitely praise its
good part. But he said, he
would not be able to praise it
much as the t could not

come out of {ts traditional
character.

He said the budget speech

of the Finance Minister was

byt hot the measures he
propused.

He said the Finance
Minister could not come out of
the influence of the foreign
donors and their advice while
formulating the budget. He said
the dependence on foreign
loan became clearly evident.

He said "we must keep our
needs and pll.nn:lng uppermost
in our mind while taki
foreign loans" he said it woul
never being any good if we ac-
cept foreign assistance on the
basis of r plans and pro-
grammes for US.

He, however, thanked the
Finance Minister for his op-
timism to bring down Lﬁc
quantum of fo loan to 65
per cent by 1 and to 50
per cent by the year 2000.

Moulana Mattur Rahman
Nizami said "we will never
plead for sudden discarding of
interest system from the
country like the introduction
of the Value Added Tax (VAT
in Bangladesh hastily.”

He said the society would
have to be men pared
before lntrnduci?gny -
new to derive proper benefit
out of it

Mr Nizami also stressed no
the need for increase in the

per acre productivity of land to

further step up food pro-
duction.

peac
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(BNP-Noakhalt),
said the last nine years

tional Iife witnessed

.”
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advised for such

governmental or-
ganisations, which he de-
scribed as now-official gov-

state within a state. He said
some countries during the last

ized their assistance through
the NGOs only.

Laying emphasis on making
the administration corruption
free, he said, moral standard

proper
law in the inter-
ests of the nation.
He said Islam was a relegion
of mankind. He said Islam was
as the panacea for
the freedom of mankind. He
said a Zionist conspiracy was
at work to identify Islam as a
religion of fundamentalism
and fanaticism.
Nizami- then

E

pointed out

his constituency were facing.

Mohammad Sirajul Haq

Mohammad Sirajul Hagq
(BNP-Jamalpur) thanked the
Finance Minister for present-
ing the nation a balanced bud-
get despite all oods.

He said the autocratic
regime had ruined the econ-
omy of the country. He said our
contribution to annual devel-
opment programme was only
one per cent of GDP d
the autocratic rule but it was
pro in the current bud-
get to be 22 per cent. The
Finance Minister, he said, had
expressed the hope that at the
end of the current budget pe-
riod industries were expected
to earn profit at the rate of 14
per cent.

Terming it as a realistic
budget Haq said it had pro-
jected a bright future for the
country. He said the Finance
Minster had provided direc-
tion for b in account-
ability and discipline in the
economic sector. He also
called for taking step for

bringing discipline in loan
gty

from the

Sangsad members if there is
any, he added.

Haq urged the government

importance to primary

tion, vocational training

of producing clerks.

Ih

was then
at 10-20 pm till 10 am Tues-
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this system came as a boon for
-y-::mmh
the

Dipankar Talukdar (AL-
said the objective

of a tofla should
aim at buflding for it a self-re-
Hant economy and suggested
that the population of the
country be turned infp
manpower resources,
developed during the auto-
cratic re after spendings
crores of taka had failed to
achieve desired goal due to
wrong policy of the past ﬁ
ermment. He said people
to take permission to enter
these villages. Even they had to
take n for collect-
ing woods and bamboos.

He said democracy could
not be achieved keeping some
areas outside its preview. He
said they denounced terrorism
in any form. Terrorism
its root in the country the

klmngufﬁnnglnndhu.mu-
pressed the hope this House

would be able to findout a solu-
tion to the problems of
Chittagong Hill tracts.

The Awami League member
said duration of the five-year
lan in hill districts had ended.
He called for its extension for
the development of the area.

Mohammad Abdul Al

Mohammad Abdul Ali (BNP-
Narsingdi) said the nine years
of autocratic rule had ruined
the country’s economy. He sa*}
some ulous traders k. ‘
increased the prices of essen~
tials in the pretext of introduc-
tion of the VAT before the

budget announced.

He t:.ﬂed upon the Finance
Minister to withdraw this from
those items which the general
people needed everyday.

Turning to his local prob-
lems, Ali called for
weavers from repayment o
loans upto Taka 5,000.

Drawing the attention of the
Communications Minister, Ali
called for developing the Rai-
pura-Narsingdi road during the
current financial year.

He called upon the Edu-
cation Minister declare Nar-
s i col as a university
nﬁf ml‘:ﬁt their sons and
daughters could get the opp-
ortunity of higher education
there.

Alhaj Zahidul Huq
Speaking next. Alhaj Zahi-
dul Huq (BNP-Kishoreganj)
thanked the Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed

for holding a free and ;lll'
election in the country.

He said the Leader
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
and Prime Minister m
Khaleda Zia honoured r
commitment to the people
that the Sangsad would decide
the form of government. It was
materialised with the estab-
lishment of parliamentary

‘the

democracy in the country.

Speaker Abdur Rahman Bis-
the House



