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An Import We Can Do
' Without

Three residents of Kanaighat upazila of Sylhet
have hit the news — and in some cases the head-
lines — on a matter of great concern to the nation
and of immense personal tragedy to themselves.
It is suspected that they might be suffe from
AIDS which, reportedly, they contacted in Dubai
and brought with them to their native village. The
first that needs to be done is to ascertain
whether the illness they are suffering from is ac-
tua.l]{itht dreaded AIDS. Once ascertained they
should be immediately given the due medical at-
tention and care that they require.

Whatever be the outcome of the medical exam-
ination, the incident should serve as warm-
the health authorities of

. operate the notion
as Bangladesh continues to be relatively
unaffected by AIDS, therefore we need not be too
concerned with adopting adequate precautionary
measures against it. First of all, how scientific is
the basis of our data regarding the spread of AIDS
in Bangladesh? Have we really conducted serious
investigation as to how many of us have AIDS?
One can be a carrier of the disease which some-
times takes as much as 10 years to manifest itself.
The cases in Kanaighat, if found to be true. show
that the victims are returnees from the Middle
East. It is plausible because in many ways the
Middle East is a melting pot, taking in workers
from countries, in some of which the inci-
dents of AIDS is quite high. The fact that the
workers {rom ladesh are very often not al-
lowed to take their [amilies with them com-

unds the possibility of contacting the disease.

¢ message here Is clear. Bangladesh must take
adequate dprtc&uttnnary steps to "nip the disease
in the bud” so to say. Preventing the disease from
entering, and as and when it does, to and
contain it as much as possible is not only the
most prudent thing to do. but the most cost ef-
fective way of fighting the disease.

According to news reports the people of
Kanaighat area and of the Sylhet district as a
whole are frightened at the occurrence of the
disease. People of Sylhet town have reportedly
threatened to set the local hospital on fire if the
alleged AIDS patients are brought there. How will
the nature ol their ailment be confirmed if they
are not allowed to come to the hospital and have
the necessary medical check-up? Preventing
them from coming to the hospital indicates the
poor level of knowledge about the disease amo
our people. What this incident reveals shoul
immediately gear us into taking strong and effec-
tive measures concerning informing the public
about AIDS. Public education is a major compo-
nent of the global strat in combati AISS.
This is necessary not only to give the afflicted
their due medical attention but also to educate
the people as to the steps they need to take to
save themselves.

The Ka hat incident shows us clearly as to
how vulnerable we are to the spread of this dis-
ease and how urgent is the need to take the nec-
éssary preventive measures.

The Business of Faking
Marriage

Problems come in so much diverse shapes and
sizes, colours and contours. There was a time
ﬂeoplc of this part of the subcontinent used to

ave a hearty laugh over the matrimonial columns
in newspapers like the Ananda Bazar Patrika — in
fact there would be pages after pages of them on
certain days of the week. Il is not that people in

ladesh has no idea of how difficult it can be
to find a good and likeable match for one's
daughter or son. The problem here — as else-
where, we are sure — has been with us for hun-
dreds of years. But the idea of resorting to adver-
tising in search of a spouse was too much for
those of us who had a more bucolic and pastoral
background than the other Bengali speakers
across the border.

Then of course news started pou in of com-

uters doing matchmaking in developed coun-
E1cs. That somewhat made our laughs to dry up
midway in the process. Then some of our dailies
and weeklies started, albeit humbly enough, to
publish matrimonial columns. The problem of

waT tthci'_e and in a particularly bad shape
taking a lot of news r space with cruelties
and violences born of {)hagte i

With million of people of marriageable or
mn.n:rrlalicablc or divorceable age. there must be
tens of thousands of marriages being contracted
and consecrated everyday. Such huge pairing
business, no wonder, should pose an evergrow-
ﬁ blem. And this cannot be simply true tha

ese w do take place with a govern-
ment functionary doing the registering of all of
them. A sizable part of weddings always slipped
past this registering business.

There was a prospect of striking up
business in the gap between registered and un-

registered mam?cn — the latier being com-
pletely correct only religious requll:'gcments
were . But unregistered marriages posed a
problem for the wife to be divorced. She could

not force any claim down the fiend's throat.
That was another problem related with mar-

riage in Bangladesh. Even people having no ca-
e

pacity to pay the fees once a marr!ualf registrar is
called to do the service — specially the bride's

side — started looking for the man who would
write the marriage down on government paper.
This bolstered the chance of good business.
So, the business started and boomed — of fake
¢ registrars. And in Rangpur to begin
with. course, this comes as a great help — as
?uand 3 andthﬂllclt t:ircdunwentjnns like Brib
umping the queue do — o
train much suffering and grief. i
In spite of the successive governments’ contin-
ued attempts to bring marriages and divorces
and the conjugal rights and obligations under
some kind ol uniform and civilised norms — over
and above what religion has already prescribed,
the whole thing continues to be tricky, difficult,
mredlctable and always wanting in wairs to cope
the latest in upcoming problems. In spite of
our fake marriage officials, things
are not that bad at the commencement of the
pairing. What follows is often-times gruesome
even the standard of horror stories. We hope
some people came up and made a business,
reducing that pernicious practice of dowry

killings.
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Outcry over Press Curbs in Nepal

Jan Sharma writes from Kathmandu

In Kathmandu, a new restrictive law on the press — a measure agreed by the previous
interim government — is casting a shadow over the revival of democratic processes

HE new democrati-

cally eclocted -

ment in *::n“
its MNirst major test with
demands for reform of the
kingdom's restrictive press
legislation.

Pressure is on
Prime Minister Oirija Prasad
Koirala to amend the cont-
roversial legislation which
places new restraints on
journalists and amounts, acco-

rding to its critics, to press
censorship.
The mnew Press and

Publications Act, introduced
hours after Mr Koirala took
c ., has met with

and r crittctsm from wide
scctions of the press, inclu-
di the communist-domin -
ated tabloids. A mood of gloom
pervades the offices of

news and busincssmen
who mIWI in the
press and arc falling to hide
their nervousness.

“It has come as a shock to
many of us in the fourth
estate,” says Gopal Das Shr-
estha, vetcran editor of the
"Commoner”, the oldest En-

ish-1 daily tabloid.
'i"l'hf law wnuld "scverally con-
strain [reedom of cxpression

itsell i strictly

The Act
welconw provisions. For exa
mple, It gives guarantices
agains! possible closure or

L]

confiscation of printing pre-
of

without certification,”
staled the "Commoner.”
The Act rohibits
aimed
monarch or
members o family.
Restrictions have also been
imposed on writings that

:ry. territorial integrity

- Yet 1t 1s not thut res-
trictions that have sparked the
furore. The controversy is over
worded definitions of

nces under the Act which

could be construed to mean.

almost anything happened
iurﬁ‘tmu-ly—:uﬂ:rﬂ:

panchayat regime.

it is feared that the new
mecasures could also be mis-
usced to lock up critics and
muzzie dissent. For example,
the Act restricts "materia
deemed conducive to com-
munal hatred and tension or to
destruction of the moral and
social fabric of the society and
the people.”

Under the new Act, a
printing outfit cannot be run
without obtaining a licence.
Fatlure to have one will cost a
Rs 10,000 fine.

Publishers and editors

falling to adhere to the size,
page numbers and print run of
“ or periodical on a
'WL-:HHH
fined Rs 5,000. Production of
an "Unauthorised” publication
risks a fine of Rs 5,000 and /
or six months in prison. A
mnﬁqm'&wﬂn"l
publication s Hable for
a Rs 5,000 fine, besides the
confiscation of the
The Nepal Journalists
Association (NJA) describing
the Act as "undemocratic” has
threatened to launch “any form
of struggle” il the government
fails to abrogate the law.
Enforcement of the Act would
be tantamount to ob
freedom of the press. “The Act
is ridiculous in a democratic
Nepal,” said Padma Singh Ka-
rki, the NJA general secretary.

Govind i. NJA pre-
sident and iftor of tLhe
moderate leflt-wing “Matr-

ibhumi” weekly who is also a

Yet in his first press

conference (June 18] aflter
office, Mr Koirala

, the Press Council and

media representatives. Let us
leave it for some e and later

‘South Africa's Anti-apartheid Situation

Developments Stress the Need for Reforms

by A.S.M. Nurunnabi

HE relcase of Nelson

Mandcla on February

11, 1990 was a great
event. lle came to symbolisc an
ggle against
aparthcid. In the space of one
extra-ordinary year, South
Africa move from its nightmare
of racial conllict to a dawn
of racial reconciliation —
that was largely due to
Mandcla's statesmanship. No
other leader commands the
respccl nol only of many
blacks bul also ol de Klerk and
his icllow Alrican reformers.

Over Lhe last three ycars
since de Klerk took over the
lcadership of the country, the
authoritics in Prctoria have
reconciled themselves Lo the
truth that apartheid could not
go on and that a country could
not forever keep ils majority
population away from the cen-
tre of polilical power. The in-
ternalional communily made
certain that economic and po-
litical sanctions butlresscd the
whole onslaught against apgr-
theid. Faced with these sterm
rcalitics, de Klerk moved
swiflly lo end stalutory dis-
crimination. Neighbourhoods,
hospitals, property ownership,
parks, beaches and many other
facilitics have been legally de-
segregaled. Parliament later
abolished the last major apar-
theid law in an overwhe
vote that ended the racial
classification of South Alrica's
citizens. The repeal of the
Population Registration Act of
1850 was a milestone in the
dismantling of apartheid. This
Act classificd citizens as black,
white, Asian or mixed race and

HEN thcy ousted
dictator Ferdinand
Marcos in a pcople

power revolution many Fili-
pinos yclled : "Never again”.

Five ycars later, discontent
with ineffectual democracy is
growing and many seem tanta-
lised by the idea that only an-
other strongman can deliver
them from their present
problems.

So far, only a handful of
Manila-based ncwspaper colu-
mnists seem to have embraced
the idéa. But public opinion
pells warn that disillusionment
with the government of Pre-
sident Corazon Aquino might
deliver Filipinos into the hands
ol a strong leader with a firm,
and possibly authoritarian,
hand.

The debate in the is
of the sort that has FF"“
absorbed middle-class Fili-
pinos: Should the Philippines
make the same 'Faustian bar-
gain’, trading frcedom for
bread, that its affluent neig-
hbours — Singapore, South
Korea and Talwan — did ?

An American colony for half
a century, the Philippines co-
pied the US presidential form

of government with its systems
of cheecks and balance between

=
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tions must bear the writer

Sir, Armanitola is a very fa-
mous place in the old of
the city. Therc are d-n:::lt of
schools for children and, thou-
sands of boys and girls ef dif-
ferent ages ranging from four
years to 16 ycars are studying
in those schools. But unfortu-
nately hundrpds of trucks are

either par or ng or
loading and unbn:l?:l com-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
‘s real name, signature and

scrved as the foundalion of vir-
tually all apartheid mcasures.
‘It was an act of racial bigotry
and caused untold sulfering
and humiliation”, said Barney
Desai, spokesman flor the Pan
African Congress, a mililant
anti-aparthcid group. Parlia-
ment also scrapped all
restrictions on the ncighbour-
hoods where non-whites can
live or the amount ol land they
can own. It also approved
legislation allowing Johann-
esburg and other cities 1o form
integrated local Governments.
In his mcasures, the President
has taken calculated risks,
those that entailed the fear of a
conscrvalive white backlash.

South Alrican iron and sticel
products. Tokyo also later an-
nounced it would ease cultural
sanclions against South Alrica
and Kenya reslored sports
links. There were, however,
certain snags in the matter of
lifting of sanctions. Continuing
township violence threw the
European Community into a
quandary. Its decision to Hit
sanctions was not acted on be-
cause Denmark believed Lthat
the time was not right and
other member countries were
re-thinking their position.
Commonwealth Secretary-
General Chief Emcka Anyaoku

political parties, ending the
1986 state of emergency,
opening negoUalions with rep-
resentative black leaders, re-
pealing the Oroup Areas and
Populations Regisiration Acts.
The remain requirement —
the release of political prison-
ers — has proved to be most
troublesome. There are also
some other restrictions stfll in
place: Blacks will not have the
right to vote, hold office or
join in governing the nation
until negotiations producc a
new constitution. Under local
restrictions, still subsisting,
provincial (State) and local

ponsibility. But beyond the
anger and all the suspicion
about the Government  of
President de Klerk, it is very
important to realise the nature

of the change that has come
over South Alfrica. The US

President has called the
change in South Africa a mo-
ment in that many be-
licved would never be attained.
The change has provided an
important lesson lo the rest of
the world: which is thal given
collective determination, a bad

sysiem could be

litical
E'::u;hl to a speedy ond.

There are, however, certain
weak spots In the antia-

Bul lor the vast majority of
blacks, littic has changed in
their daily life. Black town-
ships and schools are over-
crowded and underfunded, the
best hospitals arc [ar away.
Most blacks cannot afford rela-
tively inexpensive homes in
black neighbourhoods, let
alone those in afllucnt white
suburbs.

De Klerk's lcgal reforms
have induced foreign Govern-
menis o begin dropping the
various sanctions that have
made South Alrica an In-
ternational . Al Britain's
behest, the European
Community latc last year re-
voked a voluntary ban on new
invesiment in South Alrica. In
February the EC voled to lilt all
important restriclions on

Philippines

has written to Governments
saying that they should be pre-
pared to halt their plans to re-
lax sanctions until de Klerk
takes firm new action to end
the violence. At its summit
meeling in Abuja, Nigeria, the
Organisation ol African Unity
(OAU) called for all sanctions
to be kept in placc until there
were surer signs that
apartheid was really on the way
oul

Pressure was, however,
building up in the US to end
the [ive-year-old economic
boycott. President George Bush
had hinted that he would move
to lift US economic sanctions
shortly. Our of the five condi-
tions established the US

authorities have ways ol main-
laining apartheid, despite na-
tional law — for example, by
providing such [facilities as
campgrounds and swimming
pools.

President Bush announced
US dccision to lilt cconomic
sanclions against Soulh Alrica
on |1th July. Not many people
will agree with this dccision.
The Speaker of the House of
Representatives expressed his
doubts whether all political
prisoners in Squth Africa have
been freed and the National
Association for the Advanc-
emcnt of Coloured Pcople
(NAACP), one of Amcrica's
lcading civil rights group has
called the presidential decci-
sion to welcome South Africa
back into the global comm-
unity an act of criminal irres-

partheid scenario. President
de Klerk has been unable to
stem the violence that has be-
dcviled relations between
Mandela's Alrican National
Congress and Chiefl Bethelezi's
Inkatha Freedom Movement
and there have been charges
made by Black politicians that
the President might per

be responsible for much of

violence that has taken place.
The suspicion has been lately
gaining ground that President

de Klerk has been trying to .-

keep the ANC from power by
crealing a coalition between de
Klerk's white National Gover-
nment and Inkatha. It is
alleged that while the divisions
between Inkatha and the ANC
are being violently whipped up
by the activities of the South
Alrican police, much outside

Lured Again by Strongman Rule

Disillusioned with ineffectual democracy, some Filipinos seem to be lured once more by the

prospect of an authoritarian leader to set

Manila.

_things right. Ramon Isberto of IPS reports from

the executive, legislative and congress as a check and bal-

judicial branches.
But US-siyle democracy
only provided the vencer for a

‘feudal political process that

has allowed the propertied
elite to monopolisc power.

In 1972, saying he would
dismantle the oligarchy, save
the republic and build a new
sociely, Marcos declared mar-
tial law. His slogan was: "For
the country to progress, disci-
pline is necded.” Fourteen
years later, Marcos fled in dis-
grace and left the cconomy in
tatters and 26-billion-dollars
deep in debt.

Authoritarianism as an
agency of development was
utterly discredited. The new
constitution elipped presiden-
tial powers to declare martial

Iawnndpmvldedl'orlleng

moditics round the clock, in

the locality, without maintain-
ing the time fixed by the traffic
dcpartment. Of course police
scrgeants arc therc, but what

for only God knows. Local peo-

ple are fade up with traffic
Jams in and around the area
every day. Children are going

‘and coming [rom the schools

at high risk. Police (traflic) can
be posted for helping children
at Armanitola crossing lcading
to Bawany school. llowever,

ance.
Filipinos showed the depth

of their pro-dcmocracy scnti-

ments d the Aquino pres-

idency by denying signiflicant

public support for all of the six
or so major coup atlempts by
military rebels.

But five years later, with
presidential elections set for
1992, some commentators say
democracy under Aquino has
made East Asian authoritarian-
ism look good.

Alter a brief spurt of con-
sumer-spending-led th
1987 and lﬁl;g, ﬂnwmn:;
has faltered. While Manila
struggles to achieve a two per
cent rate, a prospect
made more difficult by coups,
earthquakes, typhoons and

volcanoes, the country's neigh-

iraffic policc is oflcn secn
there providing parking facili-
ties Lo truck drivers, as il they
are there to extend help to

. truck drivers only and not to

the school going children.

I would like to draw the
kind attention of the popular
government through your
esteemed daily to provide
immediatcly traffic police for
the safety of the children and
to prevent traffic jam. People
of the locality will appreciate if
gvcmmcnt officials including

nourablc ministcrs pay sur-
prise visit to sce the situation.

K. M. Mashooque
Armanitola, Dhaka.

Welfare of people

Sir, We cannot pul any
doubt on the sincere efforts of
the new government o estab-

lish true¢ demeocracy in the
country. It is attaching top pri-
orily on the projects rclaling
to the improvement of the lot
of the common pcople. But
still

bours — Thailand and Malaysia
— keep pacing the world with

' growth rates of seven to eight

per cent.

The most ardent admirer of
the East Asian dragons seems
to be Aquino's former press
secretary, columnist Teodoro
Benigno, who argues that the
region's economic success sto-
ries, with autocratic regimes at
the helm, "could be a model
for this country”.

Other columnists say that
success or faflure has more to
do with the economic policies
adopted by government rather
than their being democratic or
non-democratic.

Editor Amando Deronila of
the ‘'Manila Chronicle’ says that
the presidency has not lacked
for power. The tragedy, he
says, is that Aquino has nol

the situation is not
improvingl The prices of the

cssentials are rising. There 1s
unrest on the campus: Law and
order situation is not beyond
criticism. There

ists cven political
certain vital issues are on the
list, such as, trial of the mur-
derers of Bangabandhu and
President Zia, citizenship of
Mr. Golam Azam ctc. ete.

perhaps cx-
instability;

The question is, where is

the fault? | think, not all the
quartcrs are sincercly cooper-
ating with the government in

rcalizing the le's hopes.
Isn't it pnump

on the part
of our esteemed politiclans to

work wilh real palriotic zeal

used these powers, making the
administration look weak,
inept and ineffectual.

Aquino popularity ratings
have fallen. The latest survey of
Manila residents by the Social
Weather Stations (SWS), a pri-
vate polling firm, show her rat-
ings at their lowest ever.

More ominously, says SWS
political analyst Felipe
Miranda, the survey data show
the people's "constitutionalist
sentiment” on a downtrend,
with a growing number not
ruling out social change
through violence.

still prefer consti-
tutionalism. But at the same
time, the people do not seem
to be completely hostile to ex-
tra — or anti-constitutionalist
forces,” he said,

The immediate bcneficia-

for the welfare and develop-
ment ol the people, and the
people in gene llow long
our dear motherland will have
lo bear the sorrow and pain we
causc o her.’

" M. Zahidul llague

Assistant Professor,

sh wltuwral
Institute, a-1207.
!. m versus

gratuity

Sir, The British government
introduced pension scheme
lor thosc ncl who were
necded lowards collection of
taxes, law and administration,
a few sectors of social services
ete. Tl date the same system
is in force while it is unfortu-
nate to observe that persons

engaged in production activi-

ties in indusirics and scrvicés

help s
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sccm to be locked into a pro-
cess lowards an all-party con-
new con-

stitution, it ts getting difficult
to see how Inkatha, the ANC
and others can sit down at the

talks begin. The
diffcrences apart, their
goal should be to thrash
constitutional
only gives Sou
right to form a
based on the
majority but a
fool-proof security the mi-
nority.

It is plain that the legacy of
apartheid, the scars of violence

and polarisation of society have
left their mark on the whele

11
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a common i
could still plunge into the
abyss ol race war or the violent
throes of partition.

idential aspirants who profect
tough images, like defence
secretary Fidel Rameos, a
former armed forces chief.

Other analysts say the de-
bate has been fo-
cused on Manfla-centric con-
_cerns about the national lead-
ership.

"The rcal issue is not
a strongman at the
level,” says Segundo Romero of
the University of the Phili-
ppines.

"It is decentralisation.
having an effective local o
ernment that can res to
rcally felt needs at the ground
level.”

Romero recoils at

' tions for strong leaders, saying

this "borders on the strong-
man’”.

For all his power, Marcos
failed to dismantle the oli-
garchy of landed and industrial
interest groups which held
real power in the counitry
while presidents came and
went.

Another strongman promis-
ing social reforms poses the

frightful prospect of having a
far stronger than Marcos,
Romcro said.

- —— —— =

secltors are nol covered by
pension scheme. .
Every time a pay and ser-
vice commission report is im-
plemented, the poor gratuity
cadres are subjected to severe
financial distress due on
rush eflect of pay -
hike. Once these ty
cadres retire, they are totally
scvered from employers while
the pension cadres get some
benefit as per government pol-
fcy. The gratuity holders mostly
belong lo various autonomous
bodies though since liberation
these bodies lost autonomy to-
wards pay, wage and benefit
fixation enjoyed during
Pakistani days. Let the gov-
ernment look inte the matter.

Sadik Alee
Maghbazar, Dicaka



