Come to CHITAGONG Ca::me fo

| BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Rast, The Placa of High Class.

We Cordially Invite you fo fry our Baautifully
prepored and Beautifuly presented guthentic |
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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NEWS BRIEFS

ALPB meet
tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

A meecting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Board
(ALPB) will be held tomormow
(Saturduy) at 10 am at the
party's central offfee a1
Bangabandhu Avenue’s. The
members of the body have
been asked to attend the

meeting.

Shibir rally today

Bangladesh Islaml Chhatra
Shibir will held an ant-lerror-
ism rally ol intellectuals and

inns {oday at 4 pm at the
Dhaka District Krira 3amily
auditorium. The rally is part of
a fortnight-long anti-terrorism
programme Shibir has an-
nounced, reports UND.
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It’s legally defective, says ive, says Deputy Speaker

Indemnity (Repeal) Bill
sent to special body

The Indemnity Ordinance
(Repeal) Bill initlated by
Mohammad Nasim of Awami
League was on Thursday re-
ferred to a  Speclal
Parllamentary Committee (or
scrutiny.

The Committee, headed by
Law Minister Mirza Golarh
Hafiz. (s to submil its repon
within a month

The Indemnity Ordinance
(Repenl )Bill seeks to undo the
Indemnity Ordinance of 19756
which protecis killers ol
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahmaon from trial

When Mohammad Nasim,
who is also the Chiel Whip of
1he Opposition !-ﬂ-ught leave of
the H.-:H.II-E to introduce the
'l::-ill epuly Specaker Shelkh

i =ald the former had
.uln:ndy been told that the bill
was Jegolly defective,

The Depuly Spcaker said If
Mohammad Nasim wanted to
Intreduce the bill in its pre-
sent form, he should proposc
to refer it to a Sclect
Comimnittee under Rule 248 of
the Rules of Procedure of the
Parliament. However, he may
also refer the pill to a Special

Select Committee under Rule
| 2668 to remove the legal lacu-
| nac.

Mohammad Nasim chose

| the second option and pro-
| posed a 165-member Special

Committee. Law Minister
Mirzn Golam Hafiz supported
the proposal. The committee
will suggest whether the bl
can be {ntroduced In the

By Staff Correspondent

House or not

Speaking on the occasfon
Law Mintater Mirza Golam
Haflz said he had mentioned
earlier that the bill was com-
phicated as it had many knots,
Earlier the burden of opening
the knots was put on him indi-
vidually. With the formation of
the committee his burden
would lessen, he sald express-
ing the hope that the complex-
ities could be overcome.

The Law Minister sald most
of the members of the Special
Committee were also in the
Parllamentary Select
Committee on Conastitution
Amendment Bills which had
created an example by pre-
scnling an unanimous rcport.
Constitution amendment bills
were passed unanimously, he
sald. The Speclal Committee,
he hoped would be able to
simpiily the complicaied bill.

Mohammad Nasim thanked
the Law Minisier for support-
ing his proposal. He cxpressed
his contentment that he got a
long-sought-alter opportunity
to initiate repeal of a black law.

Relerring to the unanimous
passage of the Constitution
Amendment Bills a couple ol
days ago, he called for u hr:-LtE-
ing the spirit and .lnicr
scek justice and protection uf
law, and we appeal to the na-
Hon's conscience.”

Mohammad Nasim safd if
lwo politionl forcea could come
to an understanding for estab-
lishment of parliamentary
democracy. ‘why shall we not

. be

able to demand trial of
killeras of Bangabandhu'. He
urged MPs representing all
parties and the Prime Minister
to create history by deleting

the black law.
Law Minisier Mirza Golam

Hafiz is the chalrman of the
special parliamentary commit-
tee. Other members of the
committee are: Dr. Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Abdus Samad
Azad, Mamjor General (Retd)
Majidul Hug, Sheikh Razzak
All, Barrister Abdus
Talukdar.
Hossain, Barrister Raflqul
Islam Mia, Barrister Nazmul
Huda, Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury, Suranjit Sengupta,

Sudhangsu Sekhar Haldar, |
Mohammad Nasim, Advocate |

Fnzl: Rnhhi and Shetkh Ansar

Hasma s appeal
to pass bill

By Staff Correspondent

Awaml League chief and
Leader of the Opposition
Shetkh Hasina congratulated
the Speaker, the Leader of Lhe
House and all the Members of

Parliament for placing the
Indemnity (R ] Bill in the
House.

In m statement Thursday,
Shetkh Hasina appealed to all
for passing the bill and for
creating history like they did

in l:nrfumlng parliamentary
democracy in the country.

See Page 12 Col. 8
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FOR HOARDING & NEONSIGNS

INSTANT PUNISHMENT FOR BREAI{ING 'T'HHFFIC RULES : This ﬂnhﬂh&wpullﬂr was

riding his rickshaw on the VIP Road (Old Ai

rport Road), where rickshaw's are not allowed

to ply. The traffie police on duty near the "I-aw Eskaton erossing stopped him and forced him

to croas the front-end bars of tha nckahnw as a new form of punishment.

- St-ﬂr photo

Amendment to Constitution needed
for repeal of Indemnity Ordinance

The Indemnity Ordinance
1976 Repeal Bill notified by
the Awaml League could not be

| introduced In the House yes-
terday due 1o its legal lacunac.

Parliament Seciclarfat

| source hinted that it would not

be possible to introduce the

| bill in the current session and

it might take a long time o
clear 1t

The Indemnity Ordinance
promulgated on September
26, 19756 gave legal cover to all
"acts and things™ done in con-
nection with the change of
government on August 15,
1875.

The ordtnance was ratified
through the Fifth Amendment
to the Constitution in 1979
and was made part of the
Constitution by incorporating
the ordinance In Clause 'S of
the Fourth Schedule.

The Speclal Parllamentary
Commiittes which was [ormed
lo scrutinise the bill and was
Elven one month's time to
submit a report on how to

By Moinuddin Naser

correct the bill. But indieation
has |t that the time [mame may
be extended,

Awaml League notified the
bill as an ordinary bill under

the short title “the act may be
called as the Indemnitly

Ordinance 19875 [Ordinance
No L of 1975) Repeal act
199]1.7

But constitutionul experts
say that the bill should be noll-
fled ms a Constitulion Amend-
ment Bill for Murther amend-
ment to the Fourth Schedule
Clause 18 of th¢ Constitution.

According to the Parliament
Seciretariat source alter aub-
mission of the report by the
special committee, the bill will
hiave to be reframed accord-
ingly. Then the bill will be sent
again to the Private Members
Blll Scrutiny Commfittec for Its
approval. The Committee, if
satisfied with the bill, will
send it to the Law Ministry for
further approval for its {ntro-
duction in the Parllament.

The whole process will take

a longd time and (n no way
could it be placed belore the
House during the current scs-
sion, the sources said,

According to Law Ministry
source, the Indemnity Ordi-
nance 1976 which was gaze-
tted on September 26, 19756
WaS A complex Ordinance.
The Ordinance did not inde-
mnifly the Jjail killing of
November 3, 1976, in which
f[our natlonal leaders, Sycdl
Nazrul Islam, Quamrzzaman,
Tuzuddin Ahmed and Caploin
Mansur All were nssassina ted.

The Indemnity Ordinance
1976 was the Ordiriance No
X of 19756, the notifiealion ol
which was issued on Seplem-
ber 26, 1976.

This was an ordinance “to
resirict the taking of any Icgal
or other proceedings in re-
spect of certain acts or things
done [n connection with or in
preparation or execution of any
plan for or steps necessitating.
the historical change and the

See Paze 12 Col. 7

Shapour Bakhtiar slain

PPARIS, Aug 8: Shapour
Baklitiar, lran's last Prime

| Minister before the Islamic

Revolution, was assassinated
today at his home near Parls,
police said, reports Reuter.

They said Bakhtinr, 78, and
an aide were stabbed to death,

Bakhtiar had been in exile
in France since the 1878
revaliition. He had escaped an
altempt on his life in 1980,

The aide who was killed
was not immediately named.

Residents said police
cordoned off the area around
BukhUaor's home in the suburb
of Suresnes,

In the 1980 attempt, a
policeman and a neighbour
died. A Lebanese, Anis
Naccache, was sentenced Lo
Eri‘snn for life in 1982 for the

illing and was released in July

Inst year, .
In another Ministry
kKesman said It was not yet

clear when they were killed.

He =sajd DBakhtiar's son
ratsed the alarm after failing to
gct o reply on the telephone
from his father's home,

Tho spokesman said
Bakhtiar had a permanent
escort of four policemen.
Further details were not
aviilable.

The pardening of Naccache
and [our accomplices paved
the way for improved Franco-
Iranian relations.

Bakhtiar was the fourth in a
auccession of Prime Minlsters
appointed by Shah Mohammed
Reza Pahlavi in a last desperate
bid to save the monarchy.

A formér deputy leader of -
the opposition who studied in

Paris, he was placed in control
of a country secthing with anti-
Shah resentment and au peart
for the revolutionary Islamic
leader Ayatollah Huht:-lln'h
Khomeini.

But Bakhtar's liberal
Westerntam was as unwelcome
as the Shah's modern
tendencies. He resigned in
despair after goverming for a
stormy five weeks, his
compromise policles
collapsing as Khomeini swepl
io power.

Then the former Prime
Minister disappearcd. He
remalned in hiding for five-
and-m-hall months before
finally resurfacing in Paris.

An exiled assoclate of
Bakhitfar. Abdel Rahman

Boroumand, wns stubbed in |

See Page 12 Col. 7

Mustafiz leaves
- for Iran, UAE
~ today

Forelgn Minister ASM
Mustafizur Raliman leaves here
lmlu}l( (Friday) on o four-day of-
Metal visit 1o lran and Lhe
Unhited Arab Emirates [UAE],
reports UNB.

*Main abjective of the visit
is 1o expand bilateral coopera-
tHons®, said a senior official ad
the Ministry of Forelgn Affuirs
yesierda

Bangladesh mainly exports
manpower, jute goods and Len
to the two CGull countries
against impori of oil

About 40,0000 Bangladeshis
are now working in the UAE
and nearly 10,000 including
2,000 doctors in lran.

Mustafiz, during the trip,
will discuss with leaders of {he
two countries matiers relating
to employment of more skilled
and semi-skilled
Bangladeshis, the official said,

iy will alse exchange
views on regional and interna-
tienal aflairs In the context of
the Gulfl war and its aflermath.

See [age 12 Col, 8

Two bills sent
to Shahabuddin
for assent

“The Constitution Amend-
ment Bill and the Referendum
Bill, 1991 passed by the Jatiya
Sangsad on August 6 and 7
respectively were senl o the
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed Thursday
evening for his assent under
Article 142 of the Constitution,
reporis [355,

The Constitution 12th
Amendment Bill passed by the
Jattya Sangsad on Augitst 6 had

also been placed before the
Acting President:
The Actng President 1s

likely 1o assent to the first two
billa on Saturday next. As 1o
the 12th Amendment Bill, the
Acting President Is likely to

refer it to the referendum and
for that purpose he moy refer
it to the Election Commission
on the same doy [Satua n:!n-,r]

Shahabuddin's emt
may be delayed —

By Reazuddin Ahmed

Acting Fra:aidi:nt Justice
_Elmhuhit:ldln Ahmed s un-
likely to return Lo the

Supreme Court as Chiel Justice
until the third week of October
thils year,

The Constitution
Amendment Act provides that
the Acting President will be
cligible to resume his duties as
Chtef Jusuce aflter the new
President 1s elected and en-
ters upon his office,

L1th

According to Election
Commission (EC) sources, the
new President will be elected
after the referendum required
to ratify the Consututon 12th
Amendment BilL

The referendum shall have
to be completed by September
25. The Election Commission
sources hinted that the EC
would try to hold the referen-
dum latest by the middle of
September.

The Constitution |2th
Amendment Bill states that

there shall be o President whu

shull be elected by the mem-
bere of parliament in accor-
dunce with law. As per the
Amendment Bill there Is no
specific procedure for holding
the presidential élection. The
original BNP bill proposcd the
procedure in the {ifth schedule
of the Conatitution which was
later dropped due to contro-
Versy.

Constitutional experts says,
a new law prescribing the
clection procedure s required.
The law can be passed only
alter the 12th Amendment Bill
Is validated through a referen-
dum. The law will be passed in
the autumn session of the par-
llament which 1a ltkely to be
summoned latest by the first
week of October, The autumn
session will pass the law [or
presidential election and elect
a new President .

The term of the (ncumbent
President expires on QOctober
22 and the new President shall
have to enter the oflice before
the expiry of the term.

CU : Steps to be taken
on V(C's advice, JS told

Deputy Leader of the House
Prol Badruddoza Chowdhury
Thursday said the government
is monitoring the develop-
ments In Chitlagong University
ahd will take appruopriate
measures on advice from the
Vice-Chancellor, reports UNB.

The assurance [rom Dr
Chowdhury, who Is mlso In
charge of the Edueation
Minfatry, camec in response o
anxious queries from the o
position who sald the Vice-
Chancellor remained hostage
of u section of the armed stu-
tdents for the last three days.

Prof Chowd hury said the VC
was contacted through the
Inspector Oencral of Police,
but he (VC) suggested not to
apply force against his stu-
s:!::nL! The VC wl!J ht given all

necessary help whenever he
nsks for It
The Education Minister de-

iffed that all supplles to VC's -

residence were cut off. The VC

is gelting everything Only the
telephone has been discon-
nected by those who kept him
t:unflnt:ri to his official resl-
dence,

He informed the Housc thats
all those gheraoed the VC be-
longed to Chhatra Shibir, the
student wing of Jamaat-¢-
Talamid.

"I shall certainly resign 1f
the situation demands™, the
Education Minister safd in re-
sponse to the demand by
some opposition members.

The issue was rafsed 1n the
House by Tofael Ahmed (AL)

See Page 12 Col. 7

British journalist

DAMASCUS, Aug 8: British

Eumn]lut John MeCarthy, held
estage in Lebanon since April
| 986G, was [reed Thursday in

| Belmut and turmned over the
| British ambassador to Syra,

reports AP.

McCarthy, who was whisked
from Belrut 10 Damascus aflter
his release to a UN i'_'rr'-'nl}_rl'.
choked back emotion as he
told a news conference.

*IL would like to thank all
the people who have done so
much on our behall over the
past [ive years — my (amily
frends and mlll:nguﬂ ﬂnd“?

of those people who supported
those campalgms, he said at a
briel news conlerence.
McCarthy, 34, was kid-
napped on April 17, 1986, on
his way to Beirut alrport, after
a six-week t:mgumry assign-
ment in the Lebancsc capital
as a producer for w-nrldwi;ll:
Television News.
Thursday marked
days In captivity for him.
McCarthy was clean-shaven

1,940

and did not have the gaunt,
sickly look of hostages who
had n released previously,

He beamed at one point as he

freed in Lebanon after over 5 years

talked with reporiers.
[slamic thlr.i in 1ihe
statement announcing his

release in Belrut, said he was
carrying a message [or UN
Secretary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar.

He also hoped for the [ree-
dom of the other Wealern

hostages remaining in
Lebanon.
‘I appeal to all those kind

people to keep up their cflorts
to end the ordeal of my [ellow
hostages and all those who are
held in similar conditions in

the region,” McCarthy said.

He sald the living condi-
tons of the other hostages arc
good.

He waa [lanked Dby the
Britisli Ambassador to Syria,
Andrew Fleming Green., and
scnior Syrian officials.

British Prime Minister John
Major welcomed the nows. ©
am delighted 1o s=ec John
McCarthy released, We share
the joy of his [amlily and

frends  who have walted for
this moment wilhh such
courage,” Major sald in a
sintement.

There waa no ward In the

ataiement obout [reedom for
any other hostaje. The release
reduced the ntumber 518
Westerners missing in Lebanon
to 12 — six Americans, Lhree
Britons, wo Germans and an
hallan. Most dare believed in
the hands of pro-lranian

groups.

"l amm happy to be able o
tell the families of the
American hestages Terry

Anderson and Tom Sutherlancd
and my [cllow Briton Terry
Walte that when | lelt them
twa days agn Lthey were in good
healith und good spirts’~

aatd In his one-
hu.nd-wrillt:n & Lile-

McCarthy
minule,

ment.
UN Secretary-Genecral

Javier Perez de Cuellar said
Thursday that a sccond
hostage, perhaps an American,
might be [reed within hours.

Speaking to reporters al
the United Natlions in H-:w
York, the UN chief sajd: “I am
still hopeful that another
hostajge will be released tnday.
| hope it will be¢ an Ameriean,
but | don't know whiclh
American.”

—
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1| Opposition plea to

reduce interest
on agri loans

Eoy Staff Correspondent

ppoesition members of par-
Hament on Thursday made a
sirong plea lor reducing the
mte of inferest on agricultural
loans to seven per cent to help
raisc agricultural production.

Speaking on o resolution
moved by Sharlf Uddin Abmed
ol AL they satd the government
should defy recommendations
of donor neies against -
ment of lnfutly Lo I.I"H= agrrﬁﬁ-
ture sector.

In reply Mujihul Rahman,
State minister for Finance re-
quested Sharlf Uddin Ahmed
o withdraw the resolution
which, il implemented, would
gﬂ against the principles of

nking.

Giving of subsldy in the
[orm of reduced interest on
loans would be meaningless
because the amount to be
spent for the purpose would
have to be unl&mtﬂl by Impos-
ing taxes, he safd.

A total of 22 opposition
members spoke In support to
the resolution. Voling on it was
not held as the House was ad-

| journed till 1] a.m. on August

11.

Those who spoke in favour
of the resolution were:
Salahuddin Yusufl, Toflael
Ahvmed, Asaduzzaman, Azizur
Rahman, Principal Nazrul
Islam, Sheikh Harunur Rashid,
Mustalizur Rahman, Abdus
Shahid, Abdul Matin Khasru,
Tabibur Rahman Sardar,

' Rabimat All, Khademul Islam,

Abul Kalam Azad, and
Mosharral Hossain of Awami
League; Matiur Ralhvman Nizami
and Shelkh Ansar Al of
Jamaat; Rashed Khan Menon of
and Suranjit
Sengupta of Ganatantri Party,
Abdur Razrak of BKSAL and
Abu Lais Mobin Chowdhury of
Jattya Party.

State Minister for Finance
Mujibur Rahman said the gov-
ernment was making efforts to
gradually redluce the rate of in-
terest on agricultural loans. But
i the_reaplution was passed
banks would become bankrupt
and flpancial discipline muld
be affected,

Nepalese
held with

2J tolas of gold

By Staff Correspondent

A Nepall national Df
Bahadur Garpuja was arres
with 265 tolas of gold at Zia
International Airport on
Wedneaday midnight. police
angd customs sources :

Customs oflicials recovered
the gold worth Taka one lakh
50 thousand from his |
as he was being checked, the
sources sald adding he was a
passenger of a Kathmandu-
bound Night. |

Carpuja expressed his igno-
rance about the prohibition of
enrrying gold, sources added.

Cantonment police took
him for itwo days’ remand for
interrogation.

Earlier customs offlicials re-
“covered 31 kg silver worth
Taka seven lakh from an in-
coming passenger of a‘Middle
‘Easl flight.

Uproar disrupts
Lok Sabha
proceedmgs

NEW DELHI, Aug B
Proceedings of the Indian par-
liament were disrupted tocday
after MPs from an oppoaition
rightwing Hindu party refused
to let debate continue until a
federnl minister apologised for
branding them traitors, re-
ports AFP.

Speaker Shivraj Patil ad-
journed the legislature’s lower
hotuse twice as members of the
Janata Party (BJP)
shouted and demonstrated.

Members from the BJP,
which has 117 MPs in the
G45-seat Lok Sabhba or lower
house, rose to thelr feet calling
on civil aviation minister
Madhavrao Scindia to apologise
for calling them traitors.

"Madhavrao apologise.” they
chanted as other protesters
continued to shout

Scindia was not present fn
the house. but the BJP mem-
bers continued their noisy

rotest and returned to the
ower house when a first ad-
journment ended after an hour
to continue pressing their de-
rreinds.

On Wednesday they siaged a
similar walk out from the Lok
Sabhba where Scindla's ruling
Congress () Party has 226
MBPs

Bharati

The federal minister, a
former prince, at a recent
press conlerence reportedly
accused an unspecified| num-
ber of BJP MPs of supporting
anti-Indian activities In the

country.



